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DISCOMEORT. | 


Conreyned in the Spiritual] Epi- 
{tles of Docour I. de Amla, 
Moſt renowned Preacher 

ot Spaine, 


—— 


Mot profitable for all, and particularly 
for perſons mn diſtreſſe. 


2. Cor. I, 4. 


Das torins Conſolation Conſo!atur nos in 
omni tribulatione noftra, vt poſſimm & ipf| 
conſolari eos, qui in omni preſſura ſunt. 
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God of all Comfort comforteth ys in all our 


Cantor Mr we allo may be ablc to 


comfort t 
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Permiſſa Superiorum. 
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THE TABLE 5 
SPITE 


THE I. EPISTLE. | 


Letter of the Authonur to a deere 
| freind of has . He ſhewes how great 
AY blindenes it 15 to looſe eternall bliſſe 
for temporall delights. p. IT] 

yr 2. A lettcy to a Ore Rs perſon, wher- 
in 15 treated of the Loue of God towards man, 
and of that which he is wont to do towards the 


| 


| 


og the obteining thereof, p, 17 


releife of our miſery. | þ- 12 


Epiſt, 3+ A letter to a regerend and religions) | 
perfon , encouraging him towards the perfet? 


loxe of God;& repreſenting to him ſome meanes 


Epiſt.4..A letter of the Author to 4 certaine 


lady. He ſhewes,how the hunger of our bart can-| | 


not be ſatisfied , bat by the ſpirit of anr Lera, 
who that he may lodge himſelf therein, ve- 


quires that it be free from all affetion tocrea-| 
Fares . And how tepide, aud negligent ir 
grieue that ſpirit: and how the Fea oft 
Ghoſt zx a very good preparation for the Feaf F 
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The Table #5: 
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bn” piſt. 5. A letter of the Author to a virgin | 
lady, who askedof him what Charity was? He N 
anſweres to her demanunde; and ſhewes her the 


I oue, and Charity, which ſhe :5to haut to God [4 


and her neighbours heere on carth, by that loue [ 
and charity, which the Saints kane in hea- [4 
HEN. p- 33 We 


Epiſt.6. A letter of the Author to acertaine| ih 
poore man, Wwhowas called Tohn of God. Hewas 
lof Granada, aud begged almes for the poore.| | 
He animates him to the loxe 5 ſernice of pooye 
people ; but yet ſo, as that he myſ? not forget hu in 
owne particular deuotions. 

Epiſt.7. A letter toone who had ſome deferes| | 
ro ſ.rue God, but not the courage to begin. He| |/a 
animats hey preatly to cofide in God. He teaches| to 
hey how ro lowe certaine perſons who had offen- 
ded her:and he gines remedies both againſt ſeru-| | |'ite 


| ples and vane glory, | p-49-] | fec 
Epiſt.8. A lertey.of the Author to a friend| | |iue 
hom he animates to ſerue God ingood earneſt. |gY* 


&F 
&A 
_ 


He ſhewes the vanity and miſery of theworla,\ ' 
and the happines which is obtained by ſeruing| ans 
| [God, p-55l 

{ - Epiſt. 9. A lerrey ro an affitted lady whoſe) | [gro 

feknes hindered certaine dewotious which ſhee| | | An 
had beene wont to vſe , He teaches her howto| | | © 
| finde peace, and true repoſe, which i nowhere 
but in God. And of the great care , wherewith 
ſhe was to prouide that the forbearance which 
ſhe vſed of hey exerciſes of ſpirit in her ficknes, | 
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1-ight nol proceed from tepidity. 
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Epiſt. ) 
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[cs 4 g004 meancs , whereby ſhe might obtaine 


| face 15. p-79| 


[lier hs freind , whom he perfivades to do his 


[4gain#t the enemy of God , which is the ſelfe- 
I'w:ll of man.  F-9PP 


} hs "1.3 he' 
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of the Epiſtles. | 
| Epiſt. 10. A lener of the Author to a Lady, 


(Fork ſelfe to be traubleſome ts him . He rakes 
all feare from her, and animates her to perſe- 
wer in the way of vertue, which ſhe had begun; 
and aduiſcs hey tothe ſeruice of her neighvonrs, | 


the omft of contemplation. p- 74 
| Epiſt. 11. A letter t oa denout freind of his, 
wherem he ſnewes , how Wweake man is without | 


[0 04, and how full of itrength when he u« placed| 


in the hidden part of his face: and what this 


Iwhom he had greatly in charge, and Who feared} 


"Epilſt. 12. A letter of the Anthour , tathe 
ſarze Lady, whom formerly he had animated 
to beare her afflictions With patience. p.85 

Epiſt. 13.4 letter ofthe Author to a Canal- 
lier his freind. He ſhewes how that perſon who* 
feeles himſelfe growne cold in the way of ver<«| 
iue, hath reaſon to apprehend it much; and to 


| 


and namely of a hardned hart which u the next 
doore to hell . That wſually this decay of ſpirit, 
growes either from ingratitude , or negligence, 


And laily he ſpeakes of the;remedies, p.g1 
Epilt. 14. A letter of the Author toa Caual- 


| 


dewty,which rs to fight the battailes of our Lord 


: Epilt. IFs A letter toagreat Lord wherein 


greiue much for thepreſent ill, and for the dann= | 
ger Wherin he ts of falling into greater miſchiefe;| 
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| The Table | 
| |\herreates of the hnowledge of God , and of 4 
| [mans ſelfe; and how he was to proceed towards 
1s vaſſals. p- 107 
| | Epiſt.16. A letter of the Author, to a Lady 
| |-n the time of Aduent : and vpon this occaſion 
i [he perſwades her to difpoſ* her felfe to receiue 
the Infant Teſus, and to loue himWwith fernent 
| lone, - . 
Epiſt. 17. letter to a certaine Lady, whol 
| is taught wth what diſpoſition ſhe 15 to receme 
| [|Chr1ist our Lord, into her ſeule; and with what 
[care ſhes to heepe him, and of the great miſery 
{whereinto that foule fals , which commits more 
tall fnne ; and what a great ircaſon it is, to 
leave God, and follow the denill , eſpeciallyfor 
| [ach as haue bene particularly faxoured by all 
| mighty God. pe $14 
Epitt. 18, A letter ofthe Author to a La 
at the Feasl of the Epiphany, or three Kings. 
IWherin hc ſhewes how ſhe is to go,and adore the 
 |{nfant Jeſus with thoſe kings , being guided by 
the Ftarreof faith; and that ſhe 3s to offer him 
the gould of divine Lowe, p- 157 
- | Epilt. 19. A lerttey of the Author to a Laay, 
[her in he ſhewes what the coming of the holy 
Ghoſi wromght in the ApoStles, & What it works 
in them Who diſpoſe themſelues toreceine it and 
[how they are to diſpoſe themſelues. p.I5F 
Epiſt. 20. 4 letter of the Author to a cer-| 
[/aine Prieft He ſhewes how he may prepare 
himſ-lfe;and What cenfiderations are moſ? profs | 
'able,whc he goes to celebrat atthe Altar.p.162 
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| [God by obedience, and humility : and be teacheth, 
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if at 


j-eindes of his, Wbo Were afflicted by 4 perſecution, 
Which 45 raiſed againſt them: be animates them 
much to the lone of the Croſſe,aud the imitation of 


———m——__—_—_ 


[enuctrnes. | Pe 171 
Epilt. 22. A letter to 4 Lady Who Was become 


p W:idoW. He comforts her in the death of her hus- 
band, and ammates her to carty her affliftions 
With patience. Pp. 182 
| Epilt,23. 4 I*tter of the Author to 4 yirgin, Who 
diſpoſing her ſe! to leaue the World; and io con- 
[[ecrare her'clfe 0 God, he animates her in that 
purpoſe;and sh © 's the orear bleſsings Which she 
Would finde, both in life, and death , by theeſpou- 
falls Which she meant to make With Chriit our 
[Lord. P. 191 

Epiſt. 24. 4 letter Written to a detout perſon 
Wherin is treated of Humility and Pride,and of the 
loue of God. p.199 

Epiſt, 25. A letter ef the Author to 4 perſon, 
Whom he exhertes to be gratefull and carefull to 
Ipreſerue the guſt of the grace ofGod, It ſeemes, be 
[145 in ſome feare, that the party Was returning to 
ſfinne. p* 214. 
 Epilt, 26, 4 letrer of zhe Author to 4 denoted 
Religious friend of his, Who animates him to ſecke 
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that recollection of minde , muit not be tyed to any 
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 Fpilſt, 21, A letter of the Author to ſome deare 
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Chriſt our Lord, hereof be ſpeakes With grear| 


| 


{certaine places Pe. 222 
Epilt. 27, A letter of the Author to 4 dewout 


F Lady, animating ber to fight againſt the denill, and 
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co refift bis temprations, p. 225] 
Epilt. 28. A !c:irer of the Author to a Cardinall 
| [his friend. p. 228 


\ | Epiſt, 29. 4 letter of the Azthor to « Virgin 
Who lived in Recolleition . Of the valeWv of a ſoule, 
| 41d rhe care WherWpub uutobe kept from falling. «| 
| jAndthar if it ſall, it mui hate bope , and ſonſe] 
againe, P23 | 
Epiſt, 30. A letter of the Autbor to a Woman, 
Who Was affiited With grieuens , and dangerowus| 
[remprations . He encoutages ber to ſujet «nd 
theWes that the fruite of afflictyons w great, When; 
they are Well borne. p. 238 
Epilt, 21, A lerter of the Author to a perſon, 
Who Was much afflited, for ſrems that be profited. 
0 litle in vertue. He teaches ihe difference,between 
f-loue, and the love of Gol; and hoW he 5; todo 
14lt things, for the loue of God, and nothing mm con-! 


_ Wh ſelj-loue. | P4249 
Epiſt, 32, 4 letter to 4 Caualher his freind,' 


Wherin he teachetb bow the affl.&:ons Which G od 
ſendes to bis ſeruants areto pur good men in hope 


and Wicked men in feare. Pe 255 
Epilt. 33. A letrer of tbe Author, to 4 Religious 


the 


| KG. . | 
| oman Written un 4 time When she Was ſubied to 


| 

+ ſome perturbations , and perſectitions , about 4 
| |600ke Which she Was Wiched to publich . He de- 
| 


age 


clares hoW the is to carry her ſelfe iv Pirinell 
things ; «nd Which # the ſafeſt Way, boW is treat 
With God » and ro vſe that gift of Prayer , Which| 


the had.  p.261 
 Epiſt, 34« 4 lecter Wricten to 4 Lady, encou- 
raging 


Mi. —. __—— —— i...  ——— 


— —— wc 


>a 


[raging hey to beare with patience,the affuittions| 
[which were ſent her, by our Lord. p. 268 
Epiſt. 35. A lerter of the Author 10 a Keli-| Þ 
[21045 woman , Who was his ghoftly childe . Of 
p Ithe mercywhich Ged ſhewes to ſuch as he calles 
= |'o Religion, and of the Exerciſes and obiiga- 
toms of 4 Religious woman. p.276 
| Epiſt. 36. A letter of the Author toefriend 
lof bis, whom God had called to lead 4 jpirituall| 
[/:fe, by meanes of his preaching. p. 283 
{ Epiſt. 37. A letter of the Author to a Ca-| 
[uallier, whom he ſought to carry on to the Ftate| 
of Religion. p- 289] 

Epiſt. 38. A letter of the Author to a great | 
man , his friend, who centred iutothe ftate of 
Religion, in the Society of Jeſus, p- 294| 
| | Epilt. 39. A letter of the Author , to ſome 
(Diſciples which he bad in the Citty of Ex1)a, | 
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| Epilt. 40. A letter of the Author , to a Ca-| 
uallier, who went to ſtudy at Salamanca, where 
they made hins Reftor of the Vniuerſity . Hee 
ſhewes chat in the buſines of ſeruing our Lord,\ 
faint deſires are not ſufficiens, bur there muſt be | 
deeds . He alſo ſhewes the hurts , which multi- 
| plicity of buſnes brings , to ſuch as are but be-| 
| {inning to ferue Ved, þ- 30 
Epiſt. 41« A leter of the Aathor to a Laay,| 
| [vberin he rels ber that of all theſe things which 
iu body might chooſe for the ſeruice of God , thel 
ſuffering for his lowe is the mott high and ſafe. 
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Epiſt. 4.2. A letter of the Author , ro a Cas. 
wallier his friend, Whowas ficke, and deſired to' 
enter into Keligion. The Amuthor ſnewes, that| 
the carrying of the Croſſe, 4n the company of 
Chriſt eur Lord, is exercifed best in ſicknes ,| 
when it 1s borne with patience. He alſo defends: 
the Fathers ef the Society of Ieſus,adnifinghim| 
alſoto effeeme them the rather , becauſe he had | 
beene inftrutted by them. p-319 

Epiſt. 43. A letter of the Anthor to a Diſ=| 
ciple of his. He treats ofthe ſecurity, which is 
greater when God is ſerued in the way of Afſti- 
etion;thew When, in the way of Conſolation. p23} 

Epiſt. 44. A letter of the Author, to a Re- 
ligious woman, 4 ſpirituall child of his . Hel 
ſhewes that it is no aſſured figne of disfanour, 
for God to eſfrange himſelfe ſometimes : ana 
\that eur ſafety depends more vpon his gooanes, | 
[then our deſerts : and he perſuades her to hauc 
_leapfidence tm Ged. þ- 328} 

' VEpitt 45. A letter to a Lady,who was a Re-| 
ligious homanand in great affiiftion. He ſhewes| 
how troubles arethe proofe of Faith,and Ione, 
[in the ſeryants of God , and how confident they 
- (ought to be of his dinine Maicſty,in the midde/t 
of their troubles. p. 4421 
|' Bpift. 46. A letter of the Author to a Diſc 1« | 
'ple'of his who was become a Prieſt. He ſhaves; 
\that exteriour affiiitions maſt be deſired for the| 
ſernice and loxe of God. p-354 
$: Ppift. 47. A Letter of the Authour to 4a 
Lord of great quality, Who Was ficke , and very: 


fear- |, 


Foun —— 
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of Epiſtles. | | ( 


| ———_ ww 


fearful of death. He teaches him bow he 15 to 
carry himſelfe. p. 359 
|  Epiſt. 48 A lerter of the Author toa L .ady} 
ho Was ficke. He comforts her m her dffir6t16s, | 
and animates her to b:are them for the loue of 
Chit our Lord , Who was ſa afflifted for ms | 
3/< 
Epiſt. 49. A letter of the Author IE one, 
Who formerly had beene a diſciple of his , and 
then being of Society of Teſus, was growen to be, 
[at the pornt of death . He congratulates his de- 


fof his labour im. his Order ; and he gines him 
rear hope of the eternall Lingdome, by meanes 
| of the bloud of ChyiFt ogr IT. owe. P- 377! 
| Epilt. go. A letter ef the Author to a Kel 
01085 Woman, who was neere hey death. He ey- 
1Conranves her, and ſnewes how ſhe 15 to carry her 


| 


Epilt. 51. A letter of the Anther to a wo-; 
ma”, who did greatly feele the abſence and dithd 
jauour of our Lord. He animates her to con- 
fide in our Lord ; and he aſſioned diners cauſes, 
why God aff! iGfes his {eruants ; and of the fruit, | 
Which his Dinine Maie/ty reapes from thence. 

E pit. F2. A letter to a Lady, Who was a Ne» 
lig10:15 Woman,and i in great afflicti ion. He ſhewes, 
how troubles are the proofe of Faith and [,oue 
1n the ſeruants of God ; and how confident they 
ought ts be of his Dinine Aaieſty in the middeſt | 


of their troubles. p, 490: | 
|| Epiſt. 5 3.4 Jerter of the Author to a 1. Lady 
IT $ * He 


a... AM. 4 


Ipartire hence , and hicooineto enioy the fruites| 


fee either time. pe 381] 
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, beingplaced 
| vpon the Croſſe , ts that glaſſe, whereim we may 

ſee all the ſpots of 6ur ſoules, ana Wherin Wwe may 
alſo finde the care of all our miſeries, And that 
it 1s an enterpriſe of great honoar to be carrying 
a part of hzs Croſſe, p+ 4-12 
| Epiſt. 54. A letter of the Authoy to a Ca- 
'[uallicr, a friend, anda Diſciple of his. p. 418 
| Epiſt.55. A letrey of the Author tea Lady, 
encoxraging hey to fight the battailes of our 
| }Lord. He ſhewes the ſubtilityof the dewill, and 
| jhow fly he tempts ſoules with pride, p. 421 
Epiſt. 56. A letter of the Author to a Cer- 
| taine Preacher , Against the texaptation of dife | 
| [confidence, and of the benefits which we enioy 
in Christ our Lord. p.427 
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Arthour to a deere fremd of his. Fie 
Shewes how great blindenes it 1s to 
looſe eternall bliffe for temporall 
delights # 


PRIN HE peace of our Lord Tels 
(825 Gb Chriſt, be euer with you, I recei- 


IL 


D 


# 
— 7; 


though I were very gladd, yet 
| Should IT haue reioyced much 
more, to be there to enioy your conuerſation, 


that wee may {ce one another in heauen, where 
all our deſires will be at an cud; poſſeſſing him 
who is the true fulfilling of them all. 

Sir I would cxtreamely defire, that the ſ1aoa- 
ke of theis temporall things , did not blinde our 
harts, and hinder vs fromthe fight of ſuch as 
are ezernall. What an ill exchange doth hee 
make , who Looſes that which may be inte- 


riourly polletled, and which indeedeis the true 


fruite; tor that which is cxteriour, and which is | 
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A ued aletter of yours ſome daies 
palt \ written 10 Seulll; whercof 


which I haue ſoelong defired, I beſeech Chriſt, | 
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|[(cluesfrom'i it; and to cutt it of. leaſt other wiſe| 


| not God bu foe a5 they aifoc love many: other 


1 all. CERT Ls 7s 


3 


noc better then the shell, orcruſt, Woe be to} 
that man, who hath more care of his govdes,| 
then of his conſcience; and who.puts he ould 
in hazard; to-ſecure the: life of his body?, Not 
ſoe, 6yourmen,notfoe, butrather as Iojefh did;ji 
whoe to ſecure his chaſtity, left his vper gar mer 
in the hands of her, whoe would haue robbdd 
him of that creaſure, Itis the ſentence of Chriſt 
our Lord, that if our rigbl cye be an occaſion to vs of | 
Inne , wee mult pluck if nd caſt it from vs. The 
r/2bt eye, is the louc which wwe carry towards 
200ds, or honour, or life, or freinds; which, if by 
tne diner Sraadinnde thereof,it be an oc- 


calionto vs of {inne, wee are to eltrauvge our | 


we be eſtraunged from God. | 
"Wee mult {ove nothing foe well, as that wee 
[may n6t'treade-ir vnder foote, if it hinder vs 
from being well with-God. -T here is noe {uc 
thing, as hokling freindſhip with that foucrai/| 
one king -but onely ſucha man aswill confeſſe ; 
chat heanen is had: very 'cheape -, though it|) 
{hould chance to'coft him his life. The y wha 
wilt thinke to comply both with: Pape Own 
proper affections and with theloucalſo of ou 


Lord;arc mightily deceined, Forthels men-lout 


things, wherea#God Will beloned, #b6uc them 
O cr the. Giri of Like: Re who 
' hath thas deccrned them!; -and whos (hall be 
ab'e'to vnb ccuile chem2 who hath h plucKt- out 
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[— eyes to leade them blinde-foutd,in ariu ge | 
' ike another-Sampſos , living according to the | p 
ſuggeſtion of vice, andinthedifplcaſure of ow: ' rice 
( Lord? Who ſhall be:able tor make them ynder- | 
ſtand thatrhey-are ſtraungely deceiuediin ſee- | 
king riches in the firſt place, andvertue,inaſc- 

|cond, Yea antd'if it ſoe taltour ;that both of | 
them cannot be kept, men are:content to'bc 


without vertue,, foe tharthey may'nort be with | 


| place of:darkenes;and\darkenes into that of ich 
| Qthatour Lord would open omar th of thei: | 
men ! and how:bitterly would they weeps, 


_ Ep.r. 3 L 


out maney. And rhas put rhey-{:ghz, into the {© | 


ſeeing how baddexchaungerstheyihad beene: | 
(15 nor perhaps the freindſhip'of God), which is 

| obteyned bythe exerciſe of yertue, of more va-| 
lor! then alltherelt ofthings, which can be 
wiſhed? Are not perha pps theicommann demegnt-' | 
if God more worthy ira be! defied ' teu thoufands 's\ | 
midandfluer? where ſhatt we finde a true paite 
of fcales:rarywyeigheuery thing our; foriuſt'as 
muchas it is;thavfoewe may novtius foreaer 
wen hes; m0 77 oY anttey 9 2500, 

Men fly as farve as theyeanit fronybeingde- } 
ceiged ;intheir temporall ftaves, But why' fly 
theynot-with greater diligence from being de- 
ceived in fome-what els, which imports them | 
nore 2: They complaine if they be coſened'in 
ite the worthrof 'ahy thing, which rhey ateto 
uy 3:ycaidhd there 4s foe rhcanes to appeaſe 
tem, but they will needes be ſeeking'zremedy | 
wainftrhat abuſe. /An& yet they are very ready, | 
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co looſe their ſoules for alittle gaine, or foran ||| |, 
aq of murmurring , or ſome other ſinne. And ]Þþ | 
we cannot ſoe much as preuaile with them, to} | c: 
the end thatthey may haue ſome feeling of it, | | {; 
and ſay I am deceiued, let ſoe greata wrong as ff | a 


| this, be remoued, N 


That ſoule,O men which you are looſing, is|f| te 
more worth then all that which can be giuenſ| ex 


| you, in cxchaungethereof ; what doe you gett] pa 


by gayning it all, if you looſe yourſelues alone? 
| what doth it profitt you to ſee euery body 
good, if withall your ſelues be wicked 2 what] bu 
doth it profitt you, to aire and growe great in| the 
point of fortune, with preiudice to your ſou-(ſ| wit 
les? and to be mighty in the fight of men, buÞ| me: 
not tobe acknowledged in the {1ght of God? IF ſtuc 


The day will come, infallibly it will come, U| not 


— 


when God will deſtroy all them whoe wrke iniquity | And 
and for what then will that ſerue, to which nn; 
they haue moſt pretended heere 2 O day of gi-ſ{ we a 
uing accounte forall the daiesof our liues, howſfſ| yea 
lictle art thou conſidered, and therefore howf|fl}es 
little art thou feared, And men, in the mean foolj 
.tymerunne, with the bridle looſe, and inthe acer; 
reeth, for the gathering of this little miſerable who 
flower which ſoe quickly Fades, and they {awhic| 


| | 
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| with their very eyes, that itis cuen flipping fronitery 
: ; 
| betweene their hngers; and yet, there is neutWas he! 
want of ſome body, who hath a minde to houler th 
| faſt this world , whilſt {till it is flying ſpeed} wy 
from them, ſoebli 
Sir our true repoſe, and our kingdome, i500, ,; 


eat — cw mma 


a. S*.,%' 


| || EP1\$TL ES] Fa 
to be had in this world. What is this lite, but a 
way from our owne houſes reaching to the pla- 


ce, where theeues dclire to cutt our throates; 


and it is noe whether els, but towards death, 
Now who would be ſoe abſurdly inconſfidera- 
te, asthat when he were to be conducted to 
execution,and that much haſt were vicd todiſ- 
patch him, the delinquent ſhould yet, fall into 
orcat aflitis, becauſe he were not ſumptuouſly 
cladd;or who in ſuchacaſe, would attend to 
K{ buſy himſelfe about hearing ſome relation of 
{| che liues of others, or would delight himſelfe, | 
with looking vpon ſome publick entertaine- 
| ment and paſtime > Or would put himſclteto 
ſtudy what the reaſon might be, why men put 
(|| not of their hatts to him, with a good grace? 
;And yet how many doe wee ſee ({ throughour | 
"| finnes ) depriued of all ſenſe, who ( gocing , as 
| we all doe, to that reſting place of their graues; 
[yea and running faſter thither , then any arrow 

| flyes out of a bowe, )doe yer detainethemſelues 
fooliſhly, ſome vpon fine cloathes;others, vpon 
acertaine paltry ſmoake of honour,and others, 
who grow angry at the hart, becauſe iuſt that 
which they delire, is not done. And yet thoſe 
oF very things which they delire , are neither ſuch 

TW helpe them to obtaine true felicity , nor hin-} 
der them from falling into eternall miſery. 

Vl What in the name of God, is this w hich hath 
ſoeblinded vs, as that we ſhould make Tyme of 


. 
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fince euery day we walke on more and more, | 


0 En ity, and Erernitie of [yme 2 For foe haue 
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men deſpiſcd thateternall blifſe , which God | 
| hath prepared:for them in heauen, as if it were | 
but temporall; and ſoe hauethey.lodged all their 
{ loueypon this tranhitory world , as if this were 
cherhing which is erernall, How few are there | 
| onearth , whoe paſſe through ir, like ftraungers, | 
| r.Pece | as S, Peter ſaithrwe muſt; and who faſten their 
—— arts vpon the Fature, as vpon their C:ttie, and} 
true place of reſt > Let the rongue ſay whar it | 
' will, but our workes proclayme vs to be Ctr. 

zens of this world , lince we extreamely defire, 


to be accommodared, and exalted heere, and ſo ; 

take noe care though we ſhould be bur a; 1 

| | {traungers in the next world, Perhaps we ac 
| orowne Þ be of opinion, that: the kingdome hs 
of heauen may be obteyned without any great - 

labour, orcare, . But tbe truth is;thar euen they: , 
| who take moſtpaines, will finde that ſtill they I; 


haue enough to doe, & that itilhtheymuſtcon- 3 
tinue in doubt,vwhether it will {eruc the turne, o | 
or noc;and what then will become of. the rech- | 
icfſe perſon, but tharhe will beſure to tooſe it F, 
Our life is avery'match of wraftling, aad-he[ | ,# 

| whoe wraltles as the Apoſile ſaith, mutt wholly] | + 
| ' Cop | VBtye., and diſ-intangle himſelfe that the may[ſl | q; 
| gainc his crowne, Wee are running for a wager, 

and the Prrze is noeleſie thenthe kingdomeot 
| heaucn. Yet-net all they, who runne;; are to. haut 
| this Prize, but they onely::, who runne bet. 
| | What a-madd man were hee;, whoſhould ſhac- 
kle his feete;;'and then thinkethat he were'to 
| —_— } cy the Prize ,which muſt be ginen ro that] 
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man whoe runnes a pace, And lit is not alefle 


abſ{urde ſtrange thing , that a man thould en- 
ſnare his ſoule, with the heauy aflictios of fleſh 
and bloud, which permitt him not to flye yp, 
—_—_— Gd. . |... |. 

God. commaundes that to him who ſhould 
ſtrike thee, vpou oue of thy cheekes , thou 
ſhouldeſt turne the other, which is as much as 
to ſay ; that not onely thou mult not reuenge 


thy ſelfe, for the iniury recciued, but that thou 


art to keepe thy hart prepared, to endure an 


other , if it be given, and {till if another blowe 
be offered to turne the other cheeke; that is, to pre- 
pare thy ſeclfe for enduring iniurics, more and 
more, inſuch ſort, that the other may be ſoo- 
ner weary of docing ill , then thou of ſuftering 
it, for thy goodnes is to be greater,then his mal- 
lice.But how then ſhall hee bee able, to make a 
ſpeedy courſe in this way , who is fettered in 
the chaines of worldly Honour which requires 
that we reuenge the iniuries which are dane vs, 
For as S. Gregory ſaith , Nue man feeles the weight 
of dishonour, but he who loues h1s owne honour. And 
therefore if this loue be not laid a {ide ; how 
{hall we be eucr able to ranne. 

If God commaund that wee muſt rather dye 
then committ a mortall finne, how ſhall we be 
able to comply with his will heerein , it wee 
caſt not of the chaynes of that inordinate lone 
which we carry to this lite. Covetouſnes is a Charre, 
which permitts vs not to liuc in good neigh- 


bourhood with others. Eu) is a Chaine 3 Anger is 
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a Coatne , and the (ore of our ſelues | is a Cpamme, and 


| roote of all thereſt, V/ har a ſottith ching i is it 


| 


therefore, for a manto thinke that hee, whoe 
aftects thoſe thi; ng5 which his owne vill ſug- 
gelts,1s able to runne that carriere, wherein the 


| ſeruantsof God mult runne, and whoe becauſe 


| 
| 
| 


he contents himſeife, thin kes that God will al- 
ſo becontented with i it, and who liuing aftcr 
| his owne falhion will yer conceiue, that he may 
line foe with God, 

Away,away,lett ys awake at laſt, for the 1o- 
uc of God lett vs awake, before hell-fhre awake 


' vs. And lett vs knowe, that the kingdome of God 
' 18 4 bidden treaſure ; and that he who findes it 
| mult beſrowe all that he hath, vpon the pur- 


_ = —'———  -——_ —_ 


chaſe thereof, eſteeming himſelfe more happy 
and rich in this alone, then in all things els. A 
man who hath a hind to gaine this Kingdo- 
me,is not bound to become hn kr upt, or to be 
a begoer, but that which he needes 15 , that tor. 
the loue of this kingdome, hee cutt of all occa- 
{:10n of inordinatec _ dich he may carry to 
riches, and to honour, and to a delicatc and de- 
= Full life, and in ineto his owne proper wit, 

Chritft our lord wiil haue ys all naked, that foe 
we may runne on apace to him , who dy ed na- 
ked for vs. That man is naked, who boats his 
life, and his hmour, laid vnder,and in ſubic&tion 
tothe will of Cluiſt our Lord , docing what | 


| Chrilt will,and not thar, which i 15 ſuggeſted by 


pleaſure, or honour ; and who makes as light 
account of theſe things, as if he had them not; 
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and is ready to caſt themall into a light fire, ra-! 
ther then to goe againſt the freindihip of our 
Lord God, by committing foe much as one f1n- 
| NC, And though perhaps a man may attend to 
the improuement of his eſtate; it muſt not be 
| for the loue, which he carryes to it; but becauſe 
| God commaunds it. If he liue,it muſt not be bc-' 
cauſe he loues life, asmaking that the end of 
his care;but he muſt keepeit, for cheſeruice of 
God; and ſooncrthrowe it away, then offend | 
him. If he be to aparell himſelte, he muſt not | 
take counſaile with yanity how he may be | 
eſteemed for his cloathes; but with the word of 
our Lord which commaundsthat we vie thein 
not wfth ſuperfluity , butfor the ſupply of uſt | 
neceſſity. And foe this Kinde of man, doth nor 
hould himfelfeto be his owne, but as one who 
belongs wholly to God, He cares nor, for what 
himſelte delires, but for that which God com- | 
| maunds. He layesall things,and himſelfe with- 
all, to be trodden vpon, vnder foot; for ſoche: 
may hould God aboue his head. God com-| 
| maunds and hee obeyes ; God directs and hee 
ſubmitts;and as the ſhadow followes the body, | 
{oe hee followes thewillof God, 

Theis are true ſonnes of Obedience, to whome | 
] it is promiſed , that they sball ſit ar the table of 
God; And that , as the true ſonne ſuffered by 
Obedience, andentred {oe into his kingdome, 
loe the adopted ſonnes muſt alſoc enter in, by 
the ſame meanes, There is noe conlour of rea- 
fon why a man, for hauing obeyed the orders 
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| Lord, for hauing warned vs of this foe longe | 


therefore, beour {tudy, let this be ourdifcour- | 


 owne miſcry, and let vs cordyally implore his 


of the great Turke , ſhould goe to aske a re- 
ward of the Chriſtian Emperour ; and yet if hec 
thould it would. be eaſy to make him this an- 
ſyycarc, Let him pay you , Whome you haue ſernued 
And ſoe will God an{weare them, whoe liucd | 
hecre in, obedience-to their owne appetites 

when they ſhall aske him that reward of 

olory, SA. 85 

Great thankes doe we-owe to Chriſt our | 


before, that ſoe if we will thinke thereon, we 
may not finde our ſelues deceived by him, who 
loe dzercly loued vs. His aduertiflement 1s this, ' 
Not exery one whoe /ath to mee- Lord, Lord, Shall en- 
er 1110 the kingdome of heauen ; but be shall enter in 
who-doth the w:l! of my Father , who is im heanen. | 
What neede haue wee of any more, ſince the 
word of Chritt our Lord can neucr faile 2 And 
who is that man, who will not awake with 


| | 


| 


this, For the queition is not. now , concerning 
any carthlv Kinzgdome , but the Kingdome of | 
heauen ; {ince noe man_enters thither but he | 
who thall haue done thewill of God. Let this 
ſe, let vs connſaile mento this, and let vs in fine | 
obſcrue vigilantly , it we doe any thing which 

carryes not true conformigie,: with the will of 
our Lord. And becauſc our owne watchfulnes 
will not ſuffice, lett vs callypon our Lord, that 
nee may aſh{t vs. Let vs. acknowledge our 


nercie. Our lord who muſt helpe vs is noc 
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{ſuch perſon,as that hecan deny himſelf to ſuch | 
as ſeeks him, with their harts, And if we did * 


| neighbour, when he was called ypon by aim 
{and whoc a{lſiſted him in his nece{lities; and 
who pardoned iiis errours, and who neither did | 


| from him. © + | 
| Thus we generatien of themwoo ſcrhe our Lord, 


| bours , which are endured for the obteyning. 
| of this (79S. And they ſhall ſoone palle away, 


| through the eternities of all eternittes, Amen, 
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1adcede knock & call ypon him, infallibly he 
would anf., care & open tovs, And he knocks 
naeesr; who Kaocks both by praver, & by the | 
practiſe of vertue, And he ſhall be heard iviien 
he call;, who was content to hearken to his 


illto him , nor retuſcd patiently to (utter ul | 


| 


and they chail finde bim, Let vs therefore gQe, 


and runne this carriere. For happy are thoſe 1a- | 


but their reward is tolaſt for ever. Let vs lay 
vp our treaſure there, It will be highly enough | 
tor vs, to policiie God andler ys not looſe our 
ryme, for it was not giuen ysto be loſt. Bur let 
vs live, to:the end that we may cuer liue; and 

{oe wee {hall paſſe on, from concumety to glo-. 
ry, from pouerty.to plenty, from baniihmentto 

our - ow ne: country , whict: we ſhall. poſleſle 
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A tetter to a certaine perſon , Where: | 
| | &s treazed of the Loue of God tow- 
| | ards man, and of that which hee 1: 
wont to doe towards the releife of 
our miſcite. 


HE Infant Teſus whoe was borne for our 
good , make you partaker of the blef- 
ings, which he brings, fince he tooke thoſe 
_ | miſeries vpon him to which we were ſubject; 
I beſcech him to giue youthart liuely fire of his 
F loue, wherein you may burnevp th a quick 
| flame; ſince to kindle this loue in vs, he came 
into the world; ſoe poore, and ſoc froſen with 
cold. How much more cold this Infant ſufters, 
ſoe much more warme doth he cloath our harts | 
towards the loue of him, And by how much 
the more , we loue him, ſoe much the more 
doe we deſire to ſuffer for him. For loue flyes | 
from taking eaſe; as from a thing which is very 
contrary tothe intention and end thereof, For | 
whileſt others are ſeeking for libertie, and de- | 
light, he whoe loues abhors this, and defires | 
to be eternally a ſlaue,and to be cuer labouring | 
| | | for whome he loues. 
I pray you tell me, who conſtrayned Al- 
mightie God to become man? noe other thing 


| _ — — 


——_— 


— .—_ 


—— 
wt... 
” 


_— 

"— ——— 

_— — 
—— 7 
——— 


 ——_———_——  }u=—_ 


[' '. BP1$S[TEES.. Bw 


EEC CEroy 


but onely {-c ; Who conſtrayned him ( fince 
there was noe remedy, but that he would be- 
come man ) that he muſt needes be borne in 
ſoc hard and foe bitter a tyme of che yeare, and 
ina country where he was a ſ{traunger,and in- 

ſteede of a houſe, that it muſt needes be in a ſta- 
ble; and all this in ſoe great pouerrie, and baſe- 


could haue brought him as it were,all bound 
from heauen, tothe molt pure wombe of our 

!etled Lady, and from that wombe,it brought 
him to that hard manger, and fromthence, to 
many other affliftions , and ſoe at laſt to the 
"roſje, where louing vs with much truth of 
loue, he procvred that we might truely loue 
him, as himſeife had ſaid before. If 1 be exalted 
rem theearth, I will draw all things vp to my ſelfe. 
:xalting from the earth, ſ1gnifies todye ypon the 
froſſe as he did, And then drew he all things to 
himſelfe , by meanes of that mighty loue, 


nes, that he well deſerues compaſlton at our | 
hand, Certainely noe other thing but Lowe | 


] 


'ohn. 3 


which he kindled in the hart of man. For, loo- 
king towards this true louer, ſome have beene 
content to forgett their countries, and to liue 
in continuall pilgrimage;others to forſaketheir 
eſtates, andto liue in pouerty; others haue offe- 


red themſelues to ſeuerall afflictions, yea and to | 


death it (elfe,deliring rather to ſuffer for Chriſt 
our Lord then to bedelighted any way but in 
him. And let his mercie be praiſed for euer, for 
that amongſt them , whoe through the noble 


loue of the Crucifhx haue forgotten all their | 
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; fortunes and themiblues withall, your ſelfe is } 


crowne to be one,not of your ſeite, but by him 
w hoc 'workes his owne gloric-in you, AnC 
| therefore be will not leauc you: in.the weake 
hands of your ſelfe alone, lznce he; & not you. 
begin the worke, ' [1.36 

You therefore my y good hd: , may _ re- 
ioyce, you may reioyce' in. God, tince you arc 
weil protected; vnder a mantle yhich is bot. 
ſoe ſoft, and foe ftronge. Stronge:to defende 
you from your enemies, and from your ſeite, 
waoe are the greateſt enemie you haue ; and 
ſoft or '{feete ro comfort” you in your aflic-. 
tions; and to feele taceny;, as ih:they were hi 
owne, andto'giute you' part: of his hart , which 
is ſoc. greately wounded: with loue for you, 
How could our Lord hauc-expected &drawne, 
or guarded , or ſuſteyned you, it he had not 
loued you with creat truth of loue? How is it 
pollible char your finries-would not have pro- 
noket hinto wrath, if there had not beene as 
much'loue in him,”#sſerued rammake bim $hut 
his eves towards then, and ro m_ thenrtows- 
ards the docing you fattour :  "" 

But you will fay, Howtorme T tobe. ſue happir, 


| 


| water refrethes 3 and why eucry thing is-en- 


£ that the ereriall toms shoal & lone niet, and for 
that reaſon shoutd endurenve and'dee mee ſor much 
700d infteede of ill Twill atif veare you , when 
you ſhall firfthauerolde mee, why the fire bur- 
nes; and why the flinne” thines and why the 


 dewwed with his owne natnre, An4% Own fay 


_ "" E on 3 - oO et ee omen "Ie oe I — — 4 * 


| 


| is, For ſoe the angells ſrmge wnen thebleſled 
Intant was borne; Gly beto:God 21 the heauens, 


which we haue receiued- at his hand. Glory be} 
'to him, becauſe he hath deliuered' ys. with {oe 


' 


| vnderſtand ,- that hee will finish that in vs, 

| which hee hath begunne,. For he is wont to : 
| haue-rhe charge-and care of any bulines , ro 
|whome the honour muſt reſult ; and he whoe | 


Who (7 altaines vs and crownegvs wiarh L IMETCY,, | | 


care, Andnow Gl this Blelled Lord of ours, 
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the fire bur nes\becauſe.it is fire, foe doe I alſoe. 
cell you”, that becauſe Gods God , therefore 
doth hee loue vsfrcely , and {new CS METCP tO 
{uch as deſerue it not; 

Our pride hath nothing;noe ichath al 
whereof to glory ; bur the thame; and diſho- 
nour, mult be ours, and the honour his, The 
200d wee may enioye ; but the glorie mult be 


and peace to men af good will, Lett vs giue the| 
olory to the Lord 'of vs all ; for:the mercies | 


much power; from the hands ofthem,to who- 
me wehaddeliuered our ſelues., warh. Fr oe miſe- 
rable a reſotution. Glory be.to hom ,vhoedrew, 
vs ro grace. wee being: out of his grace; and. 


| 
i 
| 


an$wich-many mercies, and waoe giugs vsto 


3 | 


reapes the honour, mutt be content to takethe 


hems. At 


will be glorified in ys, and will take the honour 
of our yictorie to himſelfe. he will alſoe take 


thecare of our combatr, 58 | hee will enable vs. 
to palle through it to him; and willtye vs to 
himſclfe, with ſoe ſtronge a know of loue, that 


eats 


neither life, nor death, {hall dinide \'S. 
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He will enable vs to looke vpon himſelfe 
with open eyes ; and to shutt them towards 
all other things, and he will imprint himſeife 
ſoe faſt ypon our harts, that, for the loue and 
memory of him, wee ſhall forgett not onely al; 
other things , but our yery {clues alſoe. Thi: 
will hedoe, whoe is ſoe pittious,& ſoc power- 
tull, and his name is holy , and hee it is, waoe 
| loues vs morethen wecan either ſay,or thinke, 
| For his workes exceede all created vnderitan- | 
ding. To him be glorye for the cternitie of ali 
eternities. Amen, 

As for that which you aske mee; concerning 
my health, it goes ill with mee, finceI am vn- 
worthy of 49 For if 1 were not very vn- 
| worthy , our Lord would not haue taken m: 
paine from mee, ſoe ſoone , as he hath taken 
it, Andas for the reſt of your letter , I anſweare 
that @ great fire , by how much the more it is 
ſhutt vp and concealed, foe much the hotter it 
| burnes.'Chriſt our Lord make you his true and 
| faithfulldiſciple,that ſoe you may,in ſome ſort 
| correſpond to that vnſpeakeable and diuine 
 loue of his , as I cordially defire of him for 
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Imce thinks, I ſhall not be performing a ſmall 


EPISTLES  Epy: 


QOURYURTRNUTRRYTRLETURYRTATERT TREE 


A letter to a renerend and religious per- 
ſon , encouraging him towards the 
perfett loue of God; and repreſenting 
to him ſome meanes for the obteyning 


thereof, 


Euerend father, Pax Chriſti. Since our Lord 
Icſus Chrilt is nor pleaſed that, at this ty-| 
me, 1 ihould be where I might enioy the com- 
munication of your ſ{elfe, and of thoſe my Mai- 
{ters tne Colicgialls, as I had wiſhed, lett his 


name be bleſſed for all, and in the meane tyme | 


[ muſt endure it with patience. Wherein yet, 


penance, for itis a hard thing tor vs to endure 
to be diuided from the perſons whome yee 
lone. And in very truth Idid neuer ſoc much 
lcfire to be aſſiſted by you in ſome things as 
wow,For I concciue, that it might haue proued | 
rreatly to the ſeruice of our Lord. Bur yet lince} 
by one that Ioues, all things are well taken, 1 
villſpeake a little to you in abſence, till our 
Lord ordaine that wee may be preſent. 
Sir I much defire that we may ſeeke God 
mho is our totall Good, andlrat, not after any 
rdinary manner, butlike ſome one whoe ſee- 
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Ks a great treaſure, which is much elteemed, 
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and for loue whereof he ſells all that hee is 
worth ; accounting himſelfe rich in poſleſſing 
that a lone , inſteede of many other things, 
which he had before, 

O God,o Lord, 6 thou the true repoſeof the 
moſt interiour part of our ſoules ; and when 
{hall wee beginn, I ſay not to loue thee, but at 
lealttodelire to loue thee 2 WhenlT ſay thall we 
conceiue adelireof thee, ſuch a one as may be 
worthy of thee> When ſhall verive be avle to 
preuaile more with vs, then yanity ? beauty, 
then deformity ? repoſe, then reltles care? the 
Creatour who is ſoe richly full , and all-ſufh- 
cient, before thecreature, whoe is ſoc very em- 
pty, and poore? Deare Lord, and whoe, at 
length, will open oureyecs, that we may knowe 
thatthere is nothing out of thee, which cither 
hath any countenance initſelfe , or is ableto 
vive any true contentment to vs ? who will 
make ſome little diſcouery of thee to vs; that 
{oc being all enamored of thee, wee may goe, 
may runne, may flyc,and may remainc eternally | 
with thec? 

Woebe to vs, for wee are extreamely farre} 
from God, and wee are in ſoe little paine for 
that diſtance, as that wee can ſcarce be ſaid to} 
teele it, What is become of the profound, and | 
tender {1ghes of thoſe ſoules, which had taſted 
once of God, and yvere afterwards eſtraungeda 
little from him 2 what is become of that holy | 
aftection, wherewith Dauid ſaid: If I shall git | 
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[leee to mmeeyes . or ſlumberins to myne eyelids; till i | 
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{ That he who hath not taſted yerrt of God, doth 


| by creatures ; but we remaine as certaine frozen 


| delires to haue them inflamed with the hre of 
louc, This fire himfelfe brought into the world, 
and defires nothing bur har it may burne ; and 
to the end that it may doeſoe, himlelfe did bur- 
ne, and was conſumed vpon the Croſſe, like that | 
redd Cow, which was carried out of the caimpe. 
And this he did of ſert purpoſe, to the end that 
wee , taking of that wood of the Crofle vpon 
| our ſelues, might make a fire, and might warme 
our ſelues, and keepe correſpondence with foe 
oreata louer, with ſome loue of outs, confide- 
cing how iuſt a thing it 1s, that we should be 
wounded by the {weete dart of loue, lince wee 
Ice him not onely wonndel. but killed by it, | 
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[ haue found a houſe wherein ony Lord may dwell, 
And this b»uſe wee our f{elues are, when weedef(- 


troy not our ſelues, by ſcattering our harts ypon | 


variety of rhings, but recolleCt tnem tothe vnity | 
of one delire, and of one loue, and then it 1s, 
chat we finde our {elues, and arc indeede the how- 
ſe of God, 
Fer my part, I beleeue, that he ſaid true whc 
athrmed the cauſe of our tepidity to be this, 


not Kknowein very deede what it 1s,cither to ha- 
ue hunger or facicty, And fo wee are neithe1 
hungry after God, nor are wee entirely ſatished 


things, being neither heere, nor there,full of dul- 
nes, and diſcouragement; & without all raſte of 
{piritr,and fitt to cauſe a vomitt in his {tomacke, 
wholikes not ſeruants who are Luke warme, but 
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Itis but realon that wee betaken by the louc 
»f him, who was taken thereby | ror vs; & deliue- 
redoucr for our ſakes, into ſuch fierce hands. 
Lett vs enter into that priſon of his loue , fince 
he entred into the priſon of ours, and thereby 
was made as tame, as any lambe, before them 
who treated him ſoe ill, And this priſon was 
that , which made him remaine quiet ypon the 
Croſſe. For more ſtrange, and rude, were thoſe 
ropes, and priſons of bis ioue, thenthe natles and 
ropes which reſtrayned his perſon, Theſe later, 
laying bould but vpon his body ,. bur his loue 
being that which ſcized his foule, And therefore 
lctt our harts be tyed by his loue (that tyc of (al- 
uation)and lert ys not cetire ſuch liberty,as may 
cairy vs out of his priſon, For as hes very ill in 
hcalth, who is not wounded, and made lick of 
nis love  ſoe is he very ill ar liberty , who isnot 
reftrayned in that priſon, Lett vs novw refit him 
noe longer, let vs yeild our {clues conquered by 
NIS armes, which are his benefits , whereby he 
procures to kill vs, that ſoe we may cuer liue 
with him, He dehires to burne vs vp, that ſee the 


| 


old man 1,19 was conforme to Adi being columed, 
"NE ROW 1147 who 1s confurme to Chriſt our Lerd ma) 
11/e agamebyloue He deſires to melt our hardnes, | 
ie the cnd that as vpon mettall which 1s mide 


| 


liquid by heate, that forms is Imprinted whichis} 
Jelired by the worke-manzfoe wee ( being ſoft- | 


f 


| 


ned by that love , vw hich makes vs melt by hea- 
ring our belbued ſpeake to vs) may be ready, 
without all reſiſtance, that ſoe Chriſtout Lord 
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may 1anprint VPon vs, what five Siiall DE invit 
plealing to him, Now that figure, which he de- 
liresro imprint, is noe other than that of Lowe, F or 
Cyri(l eur Lord is very Lone ut ſele; be comannded | 
that we svould loue one another, as heloued vs, And S. | 

Paule tells vs, that we muſt (oe be in loue with 
Chriſt our Lord, as he loued vs and delivered 
himſelfe vp for vs, Soe that vnlefſe we love, we 
arevnlike him ; our countenance hath noe re-= 
{emblanceto his, but we are poore, vaked, blin= 
de, deafe, and dumbe, and dead, For lou a lone, is 
that which quickenes all things, and fore 1s that, 

which is the ſpirituall cure of our {oules, For 
the ſoule without lone is iutt ſuch a thing as the 
body is, without the ſoule. 

Let vs therefore love , and we shall liue, let vs 
[zue and we $hall grow like God: ,nay we shall 
wound him, whoeis to be wounded by lou. a- 
lone. Lett vs hin and all things sball be ours, f11- | 
ce they areall to ſerue vs, as it is written, They 
that loue God Shall prone well In all things. If we. 
loue this love , lect vs apply the axe of diligence, 
the rooteof out owne ſelfe-lowe, and ſoe bring 


—_— 


' Gal 2 


this enemy of ours to the ground, What haue yi ec | 

of our {clues!letvs hedgec our {clues in God, and | 
make noe account at all of any thing els. "Fs not 

our owne loſles trouble vs , but the lotles of 
God, which are the foules v had Cepart from hin, 
fad becauſe it isa lard thing,for a manto leauc | 
to love himfelfe, let vs {lied many teares, where- | 
| by it may be made ealy for vs, to Cig vp this 


| 


earth, Ler vs groane cur to God, from the ic very 
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profoundelt of our harts, for our teares doe eyen 
wound almighty God, though they be {oe yea- 
ke,and ſoft, and though he be praniporent 

Lett vs entercaine good taoughts , for as 
Dand (aith ; My wought 15 4 very ati Bur 
aboue all let vs place our ſelues, and not come 
quickly out againe, but make our habitation,in 
the woundes of Chriſt our Lord, and particu- 
larly in his ſacred ſide, For there has hart being 
deuided and peirced for vs , will receine ours 
into it, and foe it will Crowe warm , through 
che Creatnes of his louc, For whoe Can rematine in 
gre, od not growe warme, at leaſt to ſome pro- 


portion? O that we PYy dyyell there, and how 


lappye should we be thercin? what is the rea- 
ſon that we depart thence foe ſoone 2? Becaulc 
we take not vp thoſe hue lodgings, in that high 
mountaine of the Croſſe, where Chriſt our Lord 
was transfigured indeede , though not towards 
beauty , bur towards defadmitic , baſcnes and 
dishonour : which lodgings are oranted tovs: 
nay we aredelired to rake them, though thoſe 
other three tabernacles W aich $S, Peter deſored, 
were denyed to him, 

If ſomelittle ſparke of this fire be kindled 
in our harts, let vs take great care , that the 
winde blowe it not our, fince it is ſoe little, Let 
vs couer it with the ashes of humilitie, let vs 
hould our peace and hide it, and ſoe we sbal: 

hade it {till aliue. And we muſt, dayly add ſom. 
od to1t, as God commalinderh his Preiſts to. 


| doe Andthit Gonifies ro vs the doeing of gooc 
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EPISTEES. Ep. 3. 
workes. and the not looſing of any tyme, and, 
abouc all things, we mult approach to the true 


| fire which may kindle and enflamevs, and this 


1s leſis Chriſt our Lord, inthe Bleſjed Sacrament. 


which is our defire , and let vs goc all ga- 
ping towards the fountaine of liuing water, for 
ſoe without doubt , if we take hony into our 
mouths, we shall hauec ſome taſte thereof. And 
in fine if the fire bein our boſome, it will heate 
vs. But both before and after we communicate, 
we muſt vſe ſome preparations, and reflections; 
and there cannot be any better , then a lively 
Faith , that we goe then to receiue /e/us Chriſt 


onr Lord ; together with a conſideration, and | 


loue of his paſf1on, ſince that miſterie was inſti- 
ruted, in memory thereof, Being thus refreshed, 
lett vs then prouide our ſelues for our commu- 
nrcating the next tyme after For he whoe onely 
prepares himſelfe , for the preſent tyme , $hall 
(eldome finde himlſelfe well prepared. 

Let vs therefore runne after God, for we may 
be ſurecnough, that he willnot fiye from vs, 
He is nayled vpon the Crofle, andinfallibly we 
Shall finde him there, Let vs conveigh himinto 
our harts, and then shutt the doore, that he re- 
tyre not thence, Let vs dye to all viſible things, 
Ince there will come a tymie , when we muſt 
leaue them perforce. 

Let vs reneiv our (elues in newnes of ſpirit 
lince we haueliued ſoc longe according to the 
old man. Let vs be growing in knowledge and 


Let vs open the mouth of our ſoule, 
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loue ot "ey our Lord, whois hs oueraigne 


good, And all this i5 to by obteyned by humbli 


| prayer , and pcricucrant endeauour, More is 


oct; into the ſoule from withour the ſ{oule, 
taen doth proceede of the ſoule, It is more for it 


to be mouedand difp oſed, then to workewhen | 


that is done, And Ties let vs remoue all 
impediments, and compoſe our owne harts 
within our felues, expecting Chriſt our Lord 
there; who enters _ en the gates are shutt, to 
vitit and comfort bis Ditciples ; and ſoc without 


| doubt, ne will come to vs, For Daxid faith of 


' him), Dor Lord heard the d(fire of the paore , and bis | 
 eares barkened to the preparation of bis hart, And. 


fince Chriſt our Lord is principally he who mult 
workethisinvs, we haue noe reaſon to diſtrult, 
but taKing courage and confidence in ſuch a 
coulddactor as hes, ler ys beginne to runne that 


courle with fecuour, which ends not,butinthe | 


obteyning of God, 

And if we cannot ſoc foore, make our harts 
as {ubiect to vs as we would, lett vs yet endure 
Ic with patience, til! God riſe vp and ſve our ene- 
mies may fall, end tull he awake, and commaund this 
'ea to calme it ſelſe. But then on the other ſide, 
his exprellc pleaſure 1 is, that we haue confidence 
in him. cuen in the oreateſt temptations, yea 
chough our little barkes Should be vpon the 
| very point to lincke, 

Let vs not therefore be diſturbed , or dil- 
mayed, Let vs not put others to paine, ' fol the | 


I trouble which this contivuall warre ones ve, 11 
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| threatning that we {all be OUCrcome, The 
IH day w ill arrive , when God will put this coun- 
try of ours into pcace when wee $hall fleepe, 
without any body by to wake vs. And now, | 
( tince this peace cannot be obteyned yet, it will | 
| be a better courſe for vs, to goe {weating and 
{triuing to roote out our paſſis; , then to L LCEPC 
our ſclues in eaſe , and ro content our ſclue: | 
with leading a repid life, for the auoyding of 
that paine which the ſceking of pertection | 
would put vs to, Burt fir{t lett vs veterly diſtrutt | | 
ourſeiues, and conhide in God, and let vs be- = im 
CINNEMN the name, and power of the omnipo- | 
[tent. And this begining of ours shall bc band 
| litre, vv hich is f: zured i in os a:bes that we take; | 
D# our end ihalbe loue, which is figured 10 hit 
reſurrection of our Lord): and ſoc we 5hallin- 
| loye both azood lent, and acood Eaſter, 
= tne mcane tyme 1] kife the hands , of all} | 
my Maſters your Colleg1alis, and recommend 
my ſelfe to their prayers, Aud ſay you to them 
| itmy name, thar [ beſeech them that we may 
| loue both God, and our neighbours , in great 
meaſure. That ſoc at theday of iudgment, we 
may know well how to 4u{weazc ; and that we 
may be made doftours, & be recciued into the 
| Woo ofche. Aanedlls, and Saints, w here we 
Shall cucr,ſtudy the Coke of life, which 15 God 
| nimfclfe, who will for cuer ſtand open before | 
our eyes,that we may knowe him, &louc him, 
| and for cuer be in pollcſſion of him. Our Lord 
lefus remaine, cuer with 1 you. Amen, $74 


— | 


OR COT TI oO 


—— 


j 
| ——— ns ; 


F 
——_— __———__ -  —— . Ado. 


26 


ANY AMAY IYVQNRENDRYUADAT QUAN RR. 


INE. ICY = KA EN 
Er Op REID 


QRUURUSIQNUE TAIT bel be Lu gd 


A Letter of the Authoy to a certaine lady, Hee 
Shewes how the hunger of our hart cannot be [a 
tsfied but by the ſpirit of our lord, who that hee 
may lodge himſelte therein, requires that it bee 
free from all affeftion to creatures, And how, 
tepid and nezligent perſons greiue that ſpirit, & 
how the Feaſt of the holy Ghoſt is a very good 
preparation for the Feaſt of Corpus Chiltt 
which followes., 


ADAM , I defire to know how your 

hart ſtandes affected at this tyme. 
For if wee looke to the weeke , wherein 
wee are, it is belonging to the holy Ghoſt, 
whoſe property is to giue light to the vnder-| 
ſtanding, and toinfuſe loue into the will ; and 
euen ſtrength into the body alſoe; by meanes of 
which three loaues of bread , we ſhall haue ſo- 
me what to ſet before our freind , who comes 
hungry,and weary from the high way, For the 
hunger thatour hart feeles(which walkes asit 
were out of it ſelfe whileſt it imployes it ſeltc 
vpon creatures )this holy Ghoſt is wont to take 


away,and to giue vs the bread of fulnes, and fa- 
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ad 


tisfaction. And woe betovs, if we feele not 
that great dete&t , which is in things created; 
{and if we conuert nor our {clues to god 11 our 
[very harts ; at lealt now when they are weary, 
with finding imperfections, & wants, in thoſe 
things, wherein we hoped that they might ob- 
taine * repoſe. 

O my deere God, and when ſhall we main- 
taine our ſoules in perfect faith and puritic 
towards tice, and be fincerely loyall to Ieſw: 
Chrift our Lord, who isthe {ſpouſe thereof, gi- 
utng him our Joue. all intyre, and wholly free. 
from mingling it ſeife with the baſenes of <re- 
tures? When ſhall webe able to ynderſtand 
this truth, that he who is to owne our ſoules, 
is Chriſt our Lord, and that he created ys for 
| hiraſclfe , and that he onely is fitt for vs ? Is it 
not enough, that we haue tr yed ſo often by ex- 
pcrience , how ill the world is wont to ſcrue 
VS; and that our ſoule could neuer finde any 
|true repole or peace, bur onely when coming 
to knowe her owne miſery, and poorencs , it 
| went to God , and was imbraced by him; Is 
not one of thoſe ſhort fitts of tyme more worth 
then their whole life, who ſacrifice themſclues 
to vanitie, and to the confuſion of this igno- 
rant world, wherein they live 2 Or {hall it not 
now at length bee tyme to faye to all things 
created , | know you not, that ſoe I may promde 4 


cleane and ready place for the recep t:0n oj Chim, who 
created you all of nothing ? 
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I am extreamely glad , that we haue todoe | 
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| full of feruour, and requires that he goc about 


| we may know the condition of this holy {pi- 


| els it will not center there, And I am hizhly 


with 4 Holy gb: {t, VV hich 15 {oe Very Pity, 45 that 
he would not come cuen to the diſciples them 
{clues of our Lord, till euen his owne Pretious | 
body were taken out of their {12ht, Thar ſo 


rit tobe ſuch, as that we mult prouide a tem- 


| 
ple for it where noe other thing may dwell , or | 
w | 


glad, that you by the grace of this jp114r, will 
haue prepared your ſelfe ; and that you will 
| hauereceiued him, and that you, and he, are 
well content with one anotner, Retoyce you 
with this Holy ghoſt, for he is loy itfelfe. And 
remember , that the Apoſtle S. P.ule requires 
vs, 10? to contriſtate the holy ſp:ritof God , wwereby 
vee ave marked out, for the day of redeption , which 
is of the iudgment of the latter day, 

He contriſtates this Syvirzr, whoe withadull | 
and deiected hart, goes faintly and negligently 
about his ſeruice, & whoedoth ehings, which 
diſpleaſe this moſt ſoueraigne guelt , who as) 
himfelfe is fire , ſoe will be haue his ſeruant 


On gn 


:is worke, with great life, And that he eucr| 
2ecaiting on the wood of good workes , and| 
lowing it wich holy thoughts, that ſoe this 
-eleſtiall fre, may not be quenched in vs, fince 
our very life conliſts in Keeping it altue, And 
NHeif we maintaine this firc in vs,it will main- 
raine vs in him, though yer {till it be true , that 
ac firſt giues vs that , which afterward we giuc 


to him, So tha t, in this reſpect , your ladyſhip 


i. — 
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will hauc becne tedd ata good table, this wee- 
ke; fincc you will hauc celebrated, the Feaſt of | 
the -v{y 2» /*, not according to flesh and blood, 
| Þ | a5they doe, whoe vie to content themſclues | 
with the talke and rumulr of great #elfnwnes, | 
| F | but you will haue celebrated it, in Spirit, ac- 
| cording torhe aduice of our Lord , who requi- | 74» 
res to be Spiritually adored, | 
Lett vs now conlider how it ſtands with 
\ © | you, concerning theſent & odour of the Feſt!- 
| «+, of the Budy of our Lord, which is now 
| ncereat hand, For it will be an cxtreame ſha- 
| me, for a Chriſtian hart, not to hunger and |,,, | 
aipire, toward this holy bread, before the Feſti= | , | 
| «.vuc it ſelte arriue ; ſince the three krvgs thole | 
Ui p!ſe men of the Gheſpc!!, had a ſent of it fo farre |} | 
of ; yea and the Prophets, and Patriarcks had 
thelike a longe tyme, before his Incarnation. | 
What more happy newes can there be, then to ; 
(ce Chriit our Lord, paſle amongſt vs in our | 
itreetes, and through our hands communica- 
ung, and conuerting with men? And to haue | 
him ſett befoic our eyes;& to finde him (who- 
me neither the whole earth, nor allthe heauens | 
can comprehend ) thut within the narrow 
curtaine of the accidents of bread , and after all | 
this, to make his entrance into our vnworthy | 
woefull breits, | | 
Take heede you heare not this newes with 
deafe eare3;but awake your hart, and require it | 
to be very attentiue to ſoc great a fauour, and 
worke of God ; and that it inſtantly caſt yp, 
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| 


whatſocuer other meate it may haue ſ{wal- 
lowed; that ſoc being tull of hunger, it may 
| grow all full,of this celeſtiall oread, whe vpor 
| the Angells feede. And bid it be ſure, to watc 
now. that ſoc it may not then fall aſleepe. An 

{ lince it is the worke of the holy Gi:f you mut; 
by | begg 7 grace, whereby you roy be able to finde 
tne ele b", that Feaſt of the body of our Lird, 
which was conceived by the ſame holy Gh:.. And 
ſoe when that Feaſt of his mot bly body thall 
be come, the Holy Ghoſt will alfoe come.with 
it; becauſe the Holy Ghoſt deſcended into the 
nd , through the meritts of Chrilt our 
| Lord. And when his Boay {hail be giuen vs, 
| we thall recciue the holy Ghofi, together Lich 
It; according to the rate of that zood diſpolt- 
tion , which we {hall haue. Soe that one 
Feſhuuty mult helpe and be a preparation for 
another ; and muſt giue ys hunger to feede 
vpon the fruite of the other, For it is not 
| hecre as it happens in the banquets of this} 
| world ; which are made by fleih and bloud, 

| Where they whoe haue fedd full , at noone 
haue noe minde at all to their meate at night, 
| But the ſoulc goes tceding with a frelh appc- 
| tite , from one Feſliutie to another ; and ſoe 
| 


i. — 


that | is accompliſhed , which God prowiſed. 
The threashing of your corne all laſt wil you got 
fo vintage; and tll the new time of ſeede , and you 
5ball eate your bread in aboundance. 


The goodnes of God bebleſled, which ſoe 


lib rally prouides for vs; and that, not in any 
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meane faihion, but by giuing his very cite to 


vs, Theſonneis giuen to vs, and the Holy Ghot 


for his ſake; and theſe rwo perſons, giuing them- 


 ſclues; the father cannot chooſe but be alſoe 


oiuen, In fine the Father , the Sonne and the 
Holy Ghoft are ours. Wee already begin, euen 
heere, that mutuall contra, which we areto 
perfect in heauen, Ler vs give him humbly 
thankes, for his mercies, Lett vs prepare our 
ſclues for the receauing of new tauours and 
with harts exalted aboue the earth, let ys cele- 
brate the Feſtwites of heauen, to the end that 
we may paſſe from theſe temporall Ioyes ; to 
thoſe eternall , wherein I humbly kefeech our 
Lord that you may oneday ſee your ſclſc, 
Amen, 


'F os 
CS 


| 


| 


_ | 


SPIRITVALIE Ep.s: 


mma. 4 


WAYRY RICKY CRUE URQRERt 


A letter of the Anzhour to wire lady, 
WW 20 tihed of him what Chari 
-4.He anſNear es to her demarenac; 
4nd shewes her the Loue, and Cha- 
ritic, Which she 1s to haue to God ant 
her netghbours, hecre on earth, by that 
loue ard charitie , which the ſaints 
haue 1 heauen. 


Ev ov T ſpouſe of Chriſt our Lord ; you 
aske me in your letter, what tharitie 1s; to 
theend tinat you may 2 mulided your whole life tO: 
reby. For tie ſaying of the Apoſtle S. Pauleis 


true , and Wwhaifoener wee doe without Charitte , 1s 


«thing worth , though wee sheuld deliner ad 
bedyes. in'a the fire» Your demaunde is very 
oreat,and I could wilh, that rhe ſame Apoltle S, 
Pa ule, whoſc ſentence moned you to asSKe me 
the queſtion, migh t enable me alſo to make the 
anſycare, Forl know not what .greater thing 
then this, you could haue asked mee, fince the 
ſublime parte of all our chriſtian religion, con- 
fiſts in it. And as the ſame Apoltle ſaith , He who 

lirtt's according to 11, 15 4 ſulfiller of tbe help law 
Soc that you © deuout ſpouſe of Chriſt our 


'L ord, 
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Lor F ,mulſt belec. : tie holy G1 1/8 VW __ proper, 
attribute is Lowe, that be will revel , and write 
that thing ——n hart, whereof you aske, a: 
he ta aughtir vponth e day of Penie: oh. WACO bg 
infuſed it, into the harts of his Apoltics. For | 
know ; thar cnis 15 the truce teacher of this lan- | 
ouage,and ſoc as there is none but he, 

For alas! what can my tongue which is ma- 
de of cartn ,cxprelic ot tuat which is onely vied 
with perfection in heauen; This is a celeſtial, 
language, and they whoe ſpeake it pertectly, 
are the bleiled {piritts, which attend to nothing Y 
els, but truly to louc our Lord God, with ali 
tacir itrengeli ; and all that which his pleaſurc 
5, that they fall loue, How thall I be able to 
Peak <c tO you of that Lowe, which 15 ſubietto 
nocinterelt, and is accomvanyed witn noe fſel- 
ke: =nd looks es royard: noe other marke, 
and aymes at noe orner (cope, but onely God: 
How Ifay, ſhalll [peake of it, whome my fa- | 
ther Adam hath let all wrapped vp 1 mn 
owne intercit,and who apply my ielte,ro ſeeke 
my {eltein allrhi: A975. SCC how much, For euen 
in thoſe tizings Pit: « ch conccernethe f{cruice oy 
God, wee doe foe hang towards our {chi 1e5,that} 
many tymes Wee performe them for our owne 
intereſt, or end, And though the workes them- 
lelues be holy,yer the louc whereyich wee doe 
them, 5 impure, And the difterence doth oneiy 


| 
| 
bakilt i in this; that when wee ſeeke our ſelues | 


by cuill workes , our Love runnes through a | 
conduit of clay ; ; & & when we ſeek? our ſelnes | 
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by good workes , it runne; indeede through 
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a coduit of gould, p Buy in h1citrunnes ec 


our {clues belkech our true doctour leſs Chriſt 
our Lord , ( who ener ſought the honcur of his Father, 
and hoſe | lowe abaſed him to this world , not 
tor the accompliſhing of his owne \vill, but his 
who ſent him ) that he will vnty my rongue,to 
the cnd that Il may tell you ſome part of that 
which you demaunde, For certainly, it your 
joe dchre did notoblige me to lett you know 


what I hane read, my poorcnes would oblige 


mec to hould my peace, 

And now to the cnd that you might betrer 
vnder{tand , what Chariticis ; and how you may 
cuer goe, imployed threla, I could wiſhyou 
ew -. Mi parte of thize- Lone , which a 
Blcfled ſpirices haue in heauen, to the end that 
you may know thereby , "WM true Charitie 
doth conſiſt, For how ch neerer we ſhall 
connec to that Joue , ſo muchthe more perfect, 
will our love be, you mult know that the lou 
whichts in heauen,doth transforme the Saints, 
into the ſame w1!! with that of ourlord God, 
_—_ _ efccts of loye , as S. Dionitius 
faith , is , to make the ical walls of ſuch as 
lone, to ws but one;I meane , thatthey ſhould 
haue the ſame wyll, and the ſame nor will, which 
the other hath, And now f{nce the will, and 
louc , which our lord hath, is but onely of his 
owne glory , and of his eflence which is ſu- 
premely pertect , and glorious, from henccit 


followes that the inwe of the "AU q is a Loue; 
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F | an ad w wil, where,v it they louc , and detue, | 
| with all their {tren2th, chat our lard God, may | 
IF | in himſelte be {till as nood, as glorious , and as 
[Þ | worthy of honour %s hedis. And for as mach as 

| | they ſee all that, to be already inhim, which 
|Þ | they candehlire, Mn followes there vpon, the | 621.5. 
-|Þ | Fre the boly beſt, which is an vnſpeakeable 
| | ioy, to ſce him whoine they loue ſoe much, to | 
|F | befoctull of treaſures, and felicitie in himſelfe, 
I | as they dehire, 

[t you will haue a touch, orat leaſt ſome 


| little ſent of this diuine wye, doe but contider 


| | how great thatioy is, which a good Sonrie re- 
| ceiucz, in ſccing his father whome lc. loucs 
much , full of hono our, beloucd by ail, rich, 
powerfull, nobic, and{ very much ren 
by the king, Certainely tierce be ſonnes ſoe 
| gratctull, and well dif poſed to their parents, as 
[| j t0 eſtceme , that noting can be compared to 
the toy, af ſceing their fathers ſoc eftcemed; 


wiicn teaches indeede ſoe farre , as that to 
| whatſocuer neceffitice, or aftliction thenalvlus: | 

|» | may be ſubiecr, it ſerucs not to depriue them 04 
that great oy , becauſe they aſpire to noe otiier 
cnd but onely the hono@t their parents, 

| Nox if this oy be ſoe great what doc you 
| |conceiuc , that the zy of the Saints may be; 1 
when being tran formed by lowe, into that rruc 
lord of theirs , the vniuerſall creatour of all 
| | things; they ſhall ſee him, ſoe full of goodnes| , |} 
| ſoc holy and foe rich in beauty ; and that he isa 
Lord, and creatour, locinfinitely powertull, as | 
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that by ore onely act of his will, allthar which 
is creared hath his beauty, and his being, and 
noconelcate of any tree, can ſo much as wagg, 
but by his will : Infallibly this 15 ſuch a roy, as 
noe cye te, nor eare bath beard , ney can ſucb 
an wnſpeakeable knowledge as this , ever enter into the 
Part of any man, but ſuch 4 one a5 emoyes and poſſe= 
/es it, 

You ſee hcere the loue which the Saints haue 
in heaucn, ſpeaking according to the poorencs 
of our ynderſtanding. And © Auk this aboun- 
dant {we ling Rever, W hich delights the City of 
G:d , doth flow that love which the ſoules in 
heaucn beare to their nerzhbours, For as all the 
defire and ivy of the Saints conliſteth in their 
ſeeins Gor! {ns is their true loye ) full of ho- 
nour, and glory; from hence they grow to lout, 
with a moſt feruent love, and to delire with an 
excelle of appetite, that all the Saints may be 
as full of glory , and beauty, as they alſoe are, 
And they joy in this, to a ſtrange proportion, 
becauſe he is Lonoured ,and oloritied i in them 
whoſe honour and glory , they onely ſceke, 


And in reguard that thisis the cauſe why they | 


love the Saints, fromQ@ence it growes,that they 
ioy more , anddoe more defire the olory , and 
beaury , of the greatelt Saints , then of their 
very clues, becauſe they ſce oh our Bleſled 
Lord, 5 more elorified in thoſe others, then in 
chem. And by this tymc, you may perceiuehow 
Farr this holy copany is, from ſelfe=loue, & trom 
ey, W hich ſprings from that roote, 


| 


| 


| 
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| dye, doe all concurre , to manifeſt the infinite 


 EPISTLES. Ep.s. 


But you will tell me perhapps , that it fol || 
lowes from hence, that they will be ſubic&t to 
[ſome diſguſt, becauſe themſclues are not ſoc | 
orowne 1n ſanctity as others are, fince thereby 

glory of God woul4 alfoc have encreaſed in 
them. This doth not follow, conitdering that 
firſt effet of loue, which is the vnion of two. 
wells in one; for tacy are transformed 11to the | 


| will of God , and would haue nothing done, 


but that which their lord wall, and t th Ticy ſee, 


| ' 
that this will, is thecauſe why one i ath more 


olory then another. and from hence they grow | 
to be highly content, with that which by al= 
tones tothem, as aloe. becauſe the diuertity 
of the degrees of olory, i inthe bleſled , doth. 
more beautify the whole Citty of God, then if | 
they were all, "efanerdact as the aulick of a 
vyall, is mack the ſweeter, becauſe it hath di- 
ucrs rings, and diſtinct ſoundes: then if they 
were 211, bur any one, Abdnce | itis ſoc, that | 
becauſe there are diffirent degrees of elury and dineri 
manſions in the triumphant Church, it isof greater 
beauty, then if they all poſl elſed but one, and | 
the ſame degree of glory, by this they ſec that 
our Lord is more honoured in them \ then if 
they were all cquall, and conſequently they are 
not troubled for their owne being lefle in glo- 
ry, then thoſe others are, For they in thei CO- 
lours| and others in other colours of a deeper 


g00dnes, and beauty of him, who mace tem? 


1,Cor 


I3, 
| Tohn, 


I4. 


Heere you ſee, that river whichsS. Toba difco- 
Ihe Ir 
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ucred , in the Ap: Calys to illue Our of : whe 
throne of Go 1d, and of tne lambsy , WV hereof all the 
bictled , wa ys 11 NCAuen drinke/And | DCINT INC- 
briated by this we , they ling an euc ciaſt] ng 
Alleluia adiniring , and plorif 12g Our lord 
God, And you will haue SEaed a little of | 
that cnamell, wherewith tho{ pretious itone.1 
arc accompanied, wherevpon that iemple of ue ce- | 
lefliall monniaine 15 founided | 
And nov mop the reſemblance of this} 
temple , which you haue {eene in that mountai- 
ne you mult build a d. elling place | 11 your 


foulc tor ourlord ; iult as hey {aid to Mozjes, | 
tat be Should promue to makeilhe t avernacie, aſter 
at forme whici: he bad ſcene In 100 1a0ntarne. Y Cu | 
mult my good fiſter-, (if you MCane to goc | 
through the Way oFehilife in pertcct chanted 
and love of our lord ) pocury to Carry about | 
you a continuail deſire, {or at [cat the maſt con- 
tinuall that you can ) wacreby you may cuer | 
v1 and (ihcrhatour lord God / in whoſe pre | 
{ence you arc {titl to walke ) nay be 6 him- | 
ſeite, as good, as holy, and as full of Ciory, as þ 
irndecde hcc } 5 And foe w; £1 great 2: Y, A43 £0244- | 
placence , 12 all the Attributes af almightic God. 

you arc uf oo retoycing, and your ſoule is to 
feaſt it ſelfe, jinſceingrhar your lord & your true | 
loue, pollelles himſelfe, whoe 13 infinitely g o00d, | 
& powertu] [.trom han all creatures recelue | 
their Deing, and their beauty, & who inhimſclfe| | 
i;{octull ot glory, and ooodn 16s, that all crea- | 
tres t 2UC e ncede df him, & he none of tiem, 
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[ove muſt ayme, Andheerein $. Uhomas faith, that } S.Tho, 
rerfect charitie doth conſiſt, As tor the loue which | 1: 
new denotes, call Charitic, whichis when they 
are kindled in deuorio, & in louing our lord tE- 
{erly, though this be a holy thing, vet 1s it not | 
| of ſoc high condition, as that other molt holy 
| { owe, whichtransformes ſoules into the beloued, 
To this loue, the holy ſcripture inuites vs in 
many places ſaying ; Kewyce yew tuft perſons mor | pf gg, 
rd, And S. Paule faith; Rerryce rn wr lord, And | Pl.g 
conceiuing that this aduiſe was worthy to be 
2iuen more then once, he repeates it ſaying, yet 
againe, I tell you that you mult rcioyce, The | 
Prophet Dauid expret]cd the ſame, when he ſaid, Pf.z6 
| {b12btyourn our lord, and he will give you whatſoe- 
ver you 5þall aske. This is that ioye, w herewith 
the moſt holy virgin rejoyced, when the ſaid, 
My ſpirit vezoyces an God my Samour, And with this | Lak.1. 
oye,did Chrift our lord reioyce, when S Lnke ſaid, ink/ng 
tat Teſus. reioyced in the boly Ginoſt And theroyall | FE 
Prophet ſaith, that his hart, es enen his flesh revoyced | Pſc83, 
in the lining God. This happes whe the ſoule with 
the will, (for there the hart ſ1gnitics the will Jare 
actually louing, & defiring that our lord, may in 
himſelfe bee, what he is. And from the great re- 
dundice, which proceedesſometymes from this 
ye, of the ſoulethe very fleſh it ſelfe, is kind- 
led in the love of our lord, And becauſe this 
love, is ſoe excellent & celeſtiall a thing the- 
refore doth the Church ( which is directed | | 
by the holy ghoſt ) inuite vs in the begining of | 
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peg 2nd holy to ſerue our T ord 


Mattuns , with a perſwation to louc onr Lord 
ſaying thus. Come lewu vs s Fetoy ce 121 04Y Lord, and 


fiag Cant cles of praiſe, to God our [alu ation 


Tf you will f finde the cxcellency ot this Touc, 
pur it in pr actilſe, & you ſhall ſee that the ſoule 
doth not ſatisfy ic (clfe, but in prayling God, 
For whea it fees a!l that to be accomplithed in 
God, which it can with, ic breakes initantly out 

into thanks-gining to him; for hauing PCr- 
fected the defire jt hath ro praiſchim, which 
the ſame eftect, which lowes from the lone they 
have in heaucn, 2s the Prophet Land faith, 
Bleſj:d are they O Lord, whee dvell in thy howſe ; for 
tney, >ail praiſe thee , for ener, ant for ener. S. 
Augnfline was famed with tuis lowe , when 
:vcaking to our Lord , he ſaid, !f thou O Lord 
Wert Auguſtie and I God, | would make thee God, 
and my elſe Anonſtine. 

I thinke there is noe necde to bring teſtimo- 
nies, which may proue the docelicac c of this 

Love; for euen plainercafon tells vs, that this 1s 
the ns w hici wh en=6 2 Man out W” him ſelte, 
and transformes hun vato God, who is hid be 
lored, And out of this - It aſt foiloyy that 
all your workes | anddeudtions, and prayers, 
mult be made by) you, to the konanry and glo- 
ry of this God:, who deferues to be adored, 
and ſerucd for his owne pure goodnes, by a5 
many Creatt ned as he hath made; had carty- 


. Ing any ſpect at all to the hope which might 


be WF of a reward from him. For taoughit be 


7 


Ep. F « 


cuen for Yr | 
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| TerriDution , yetis not this an act of foc perfect | 
carity as that which ſcekes noe kinde of in- 
{rere{t, but onely the honour, and glory of our 
| Lord God. Ifat any time you Þ lace befo ore your 


({onle, tlie reward, which they will FiNc it, y 


wy 


the vood i ir doth , to the end that it may 

animated rowards good workes, ict not = 
beyour laſt end, but the will which you hauc, 
\to ſcrue our Lol. For the more olory you 


|haue., the more honour and glory thall our 


Lord God receive, $oe tiar the lait ayme of 
all, muſt be, to glority our moait bletled Lord, 
And inthis manner, it you will, you may ea- 


| Cl Lite y Our hart to the commanadiwtuis With reſp. Ts; 


2 the retribution , as the Prophet Dawmd ſaid, 
But perhaps you will asxe, Who 1s he that 
can hauc his foule awake to goc cuer cheertu!l,: 
and indeitoht, reioycing "Mit inherGod; frank 
many tymCs til {oc repid, and {oe fad: that 
dy nNoC mcancs, {hc is capable of any oye: 
what remedy may then be thought of , that we 
may not faile of this pertect, and ſupreme louet 
FOY TIS, It was, tat] cold you, that you were 
tO carry with you a deſire whereby you mult 
1ish , that ours Lord mi gt {til} be what he 1s 
in himſcife ; becauſe C1.y-tie conlifts in this 


| defire. Which difire a foulc may hauc , though 


oY 


\1t de ncucr ſo tepid, 4, dry, and ſad; as a man may 


defire, that his tatl; er may 11uCe happily though 
IRIS. 1G tcele noe 1vy. And hercinlI onely rs 
for Traunted,that we m!: a (uppole nian to haue 
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{ who is ſo worthy of infnite glory , and prai- 


that we looſe our tyme , may giue ouer chis 


, deny roone, who itriues ro walKe by this ways | 


I meane that although your ſelfe be {add you | 
mult delire that our Lord may be what he 1s, | 
And as for the delrzght , and wy in our Lord, 
which vices to follow heerevpon , this in-| 
deede is 4 {rue of the boly Ghaſt , which growes} 
Crom this charitte when our Lord is pleaſed to 


 conmunicate him(elfe more famittarly to a 


ſoulc. When his Maieſtie beſtowes this fa- | 
aour let ys blelle him for it ; and when he] 
doth nor , lett ys yer perſeuer in that other 
cxercice of euer bleſſing and adoring him, 


ſe. For it is a very great errour,, into which | 
they fall , who thinke that when there ts 
noe ſenſible oy ; that a& of the will 1s worth 
nothing ; whereas Charitie doth yer confilt in| 
that act. And for as much as the deuill knouwes 
this well, he is cucr procuring to gue vs great 
repidity and drynes ; that ſoe we thinking | 


—_ 


holy exerciſe, 

You milt therefore perſcuer in it , and 
grow dea(c to thoſe temptations of the dewill, | 
For if you perſcuer not, you will not arriue 
to enioye that crowne, and heauen , which 
ſuch as are proficient in this holy love grow 
to obtaine , euen heere on carth. You muſt 
conſider and looke with a hundred thow- 
ſand eyes, that the end and ſcope of your 
lone bee to gloritie our Lord in whatſocuer 
you doe, For foe great was the wrench 
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fictt farher in wholly procuring our owne 
igterelt and good that if you ſtand not well 
awake 10 the watch-towtr you will finde 
many tymes , that vou doe bur fcelce your 
| ſelte , euen 12 thiz yery deuotion, hich pre- 
'tends wholly to calt out ſelfe-l-uc. w And you 
'5:a!ll rake your {clte in the manner. - h re- 
joyCing that you (:ve our Lord, aficrthis fort, 
becaliſc you shall acquire oreat rewards Th 
lheauen thereby , and becauſe y our {oule 
recciues much conſolation , and tor orher 
realgns , of proper mtereſ} 


| Which *© tough 
jtacy be not itt, yet are they acts of Charuy 
| waich 15 1m verfcct, 

You ſec heere in short , the Lowe of God, 
| wich VOU arc to Carry in your loule ; a C*p;e 
[of that Originall which the Blefſed Spirits, 
[haue in ek It row remaines tt * ] das 
clare to you , the Joue of your aaghvorr, which 
orowes out of this other profound 8g The 
oi , ay good fiſter , which you mult carry 
to your neighbour muſt bee, by defirins and 
bamg all that good , which you ſee. in 
1m +; becautc thereby , our Lord God 1s 
olorihed and adored, And the more that 1s, 
tne greater mult your toy be ; as onthe other 
ude , any ottence or finne which you shall 
Bebe in your neighbour muſt be abhorred 
by your ſoule , becauſe he is offended, whoſe 
honour and olory you defire. And ſoe as 1 


tould yOu that the loue ot God contliited 1n our | 
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which our natme tooke by the ftinne of our | 
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SPIRITVALL Ep. 5. 


applauic c, and wel!, thatour Lord ſhould be the 
| very thing which bbis: and that the wye which 
is taken thereb) ' 1s a particular guift of our 
| Lord; {oe alſo Fey the Jouc of your neiz) our 

 conlilt inthe ap application of your wul, to deſne 


In bots true good, and to feeie much pricte, for 


| rhe fone i EY 2c committs. 
| This1s a very particular fayqur of our Lord, 


| the good of your nerhborr, which is to re! zOVCe 


| 


| 


| which he beltowes vnon whore he will, So 
that if you haue obſerucd the matter well, you 
| will haue ſcene , that the marke at which 
both L120 lone of Go 4, and of our nerghbour {oo0- 
es 15, tat God may be glorified and adored. 
And heereby you will alſo perceiuc how thort 
1e falls of truc love , who greiues to {ce his 
neighbour growne vp apace, in deuotion”, and 
vertue , contidering that himſclfe is not fo 
| zrowne vp, For though it be true, that the 


:tue lover of our Lord , will not Gatto to Carry 
: knife about him, which peirces him through 
it the very hart, becuaſe he {erues not our 
Lord fo well as "Th ought, and might ; 
owes it not from hence that, by "8e5-- 5 ANO- 


1imſelfe , he mult therefore be ſorry tor it or 
diſmayed by it, But rather, the caſe, and com- 


chat much grcife, which your ſoule receciucs, 


yct fol- 
| 


ther ſeruant of God F Raf taſter in ſpiric then, 


| fort, which 1s toſcrue you for aremedy againſt 


becauſe your ſelfe doe not firuc our Lord, ſoc 
| well as you {ſhould , muſt be ro contider , that 
tough you { (through your weakenes ) doc not) 


| rr ES 4 LK EPS 


that, towhicn you are obiiged , \ct there ate 
others , who comply with that very thing 

| which you delire; whichis, greatly to olorifie, 
and {crue our Land 

But as for that other kinde of diſmay , to 
which ſome are ſubicct ; I concciue that it 
orowes but from {elfe-loue, for it is certaine, 
that if the end why atrue louer of our Lord, 
delires Much toſerue him be, that his God may 
be honoured, and glorited ; (who | isglorified, 
as well by the ſanctity : which is in the ok of 
another, as if it were in his owne ) it followes, 
that he is to haue much ty, to {ee that others 
o0e increaling in theſcrvice of our lord, though 
tbe true on the other lide , thathe may bein 
paine, becauſe he ſeruces him not ſoe well, 

You ſee heere my good lifter, what that 1s 
to Which you muſt neend; in chis paradiſe of 
the mllitant Church , { ak our Lord placed 
you, when he called you rolusloue, and to his | 
grace ) if you will alſo goec on to en! 'OYE rhe | 
fruite which is gatncr ed from kis hand .1nthe 
rumphant Charch of his glory, In which I be- | 
ſcech our Lord , that wee all may glorify him, | 
and praiſe him, and cnioye him for allecerniie.] 
Amen, 
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pe 1 EIS = I ſs, 4 ( 
| | 
| | WD XII NDAD DRY IV ND QIU ND DU LNY MB | | 
| | | 1 
A letter of the .Anthour tn 4 certaine poore man , Mg | | 
|  wascalleatohn of God, Hewas of Granada; , 
| andbes:2daimes jorthe prore, He auimates bun 
| to the loue and ſeruice of pooxe people ;, but yet ſoe a- c 
. of 5 ; : TY * Y L 
| that be maſt not forget bis owne particul.:y dewo p 
lions, d 
| 
| | | . . | y 
Haue recciued your letter, and I will not] WW [7 
| Than you ſay , that I acknowled::c you not] MW | 
for nv [onne, For it you ifay that becaule y OU 


/ - 
Are \y icked,you deſerucit not; for the ſame rea- 
ſon, I dcſcrue not tobe your jrver , and there- 
fore I may ill deſpiſe you,, who am my ſelte 


& | 
3 


4 | ' more worthy to be deſpiſed. Bur fince our lord 
| |  houlds vs all for his, though webe foc miſera- 


bly weake, it is but reaſonable that we Jearne 
to be mcrcitull one rowards another, & that we 
ſupport one another with Charitie, as he doth, 
I hauc my good brother a great delire that 
you ihonid beableto giuca good accounte, of 
3 that which our lord hath recommedet| to you; 
| | For the good and faithfull ſeruant muſt looke 
ro gaine jive other talents, to the five which were 
oiucn him at the. firſt, That ſo, he may heare 
from the mouth of our lord. Rez«yce thou good 
Math. | and faithfull ſeruant thou haſt beene farwfull in the 
| 25. | fewthings which I bane recommended to thee , and 
x wil place thee ouer many. 

| You muſt take care of that which 1s re- 
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EPISTLES. Ep.6 oa 
cominended ro you concerning others, in fuck: | 
ſort , as that you forger not your owne foule. | 
| But yer know that the man , w ho of all others 
| is moſt recommended to you , 1s your ſelte. | 
| For it wall profict you but little though y OU 
chould draweall the world, out of the durt; if, 
the while, your ſelfe remaine therein, And there- 
fore, I once againe encharge you, that itiil you 
ſeeke out ſome fitt of-tyme , whercin you may | 
diſpatch your owne deuotions, and that dayly 
you heare Maſe , and vpon cuery {unday , tl.c | 
ſermon, And eſpecially , take heede, that you | 
conuerſe not much , with woemen. For you 
cannot be ignorant , that they be that ſnare. | 

| 


which the deuill ſerts, for the fall of ſuch as {eruc 
God. Yor know how David ſinned, by looking | *%ings 
vpon one of them; and Salomon, his Senne, linned| 
with many , and he walked ſoc farre out of his | 
wicts , asto place Idoils in the temple of cur Lord, 
And fince we arc {oe much more weake then | 
they , lett vs be afraid ro fall, andrake warning | 
by the misfortunes of others, Decciue not your 
(cite with ſaying , I deſire to doe them good For 
vader the mantle of theſe good defires,doe thoſe 
daungers lurke , when prudence accompanyes | 
not the ſame, And God is farre from defiring, 
tat I Should procure the good of ancther, with} 
the Spirituall hurt of my {clfe. 
Concerning thoſe temporall neceſſities to 
which you arc {ubic&; I haue already written to : 
you, thatthereis euery where ſuch abundice of 
Wars, a5 that when we £ LC any relcife ' they ſay | 


—————— 


Lo 
Py 
cc, 

if © 
tu 
ER es. 


= 
»— 


| _ 


ee | _ — ———_— —_ 
— - — O_o 


_— —o<2 oO In >. mon —_ 
_— => - ——— w_ — — — — —_—_—_—_—_ — 


P11 ITVALL Fp.6. 


_— — >= O— 


wt... 4. 


| that they haue cnourh more neere at and, 
whome they are to remedy, And I rhought that 
my Lord tie Duke of Scila lia ad ſent yourhat, 
whichmiglht feruethe turne, becauſc tney tould 
me, you bad ſollicited him for ſome reicife, If 
he have aot done it, dehire it of him a ſecond 
tyme, for he wiilfead it, He loues you much, 
for the carc you hauc of the poore, and it he doe 
nor, our Eord will prouide, though hee make 
you'ltay a while, 

I taue reioyced much in the charitic which 
you hauc found, inthat other houſe , whereof | 
youſpcake. Returne my {alurations to him, 
who —_ nc oy youto mee. And becauſe 1 
am now 11 my 10urney, I write noe more at 
this tyme; bur oncly that you mult r>&maine al; 
hxed in leſ#s Chr:i/ our Lord, who will protect 
and fauour you. And that you looke well to 
your ſelfe, and that the dewll may haue noe 
cauſc toreioyce by hauing induced you to f1n- 
ne, but that God may rake delight in your pe- 
nance for that whichis palt, & inyour amend- 
ment for that which is to come; And ſoe the 
holy ghoit be with you. Amcn. 
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A letter to one whoe had ſame defires ts ſerue God but 
not the cour.tze to begin, He animates her greatly 
to confide in God. He teaches ber how to lone certai- 
ne perſons who bad effended ber , and hee gines re- 


mecies both againſt ſcruples , and vaine glorie, 
| 


you haue to pleaſe our lord, but amin pai- 
neto contuer your pultllanimitie, in execu- 
ting the fame, For T hould it to bea {trange ill 
thing, that one ſhould preſume to remaine 1n 


| doc much reioyce,at the holy defires which 


| che vanitic of this life, and not pteſume to ad- 


ucpture vpon the making of a new match with 
God , confiding in the ſame God, For what 
ma was there cuer, ſince there wereſ{uch things 
inthe world as men , who hoping in God, and 
procuring to liue according to his comaund- 
ments , was forſaken by him? whoeeuerin- 
uoke] him, with an intyre , and perſcuering | 
hart, and was not heard by him 2 Nay he goes 
ſeeking vs , and inciting vs toſerue him, What 
po{ſibilitic therefore is there , but that fince he 
i; good, and true of his word, he muſt come| 
forth to mecte, and caſt his armes a bout our 
neckes , an doe ys fauour, when we make to- 
wards him. He wil, infallibly he wil, and that 
incomparably more completely , as S. Paule 
affirmes , then we know how to thinke. 


Heb. 5 


| Beginne you ſeruantof God , caſt your ſelfe 
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CE Ke JOY] Mech c= 1 2 | 

Fo 

| VPON him, an: confde, that| Le WOE gaue you | | ' 

| | ith 

| the defire, willgiuc you ſtrength to worke: & fr 
| 


| courage to ma i-e2n end. For he calls not vpon | 
ſuch as $ fleepe to wake them, but to the end that | 1 


| be may doe them many fauours, when they arc 
| awake, Beginne with diligence, and feruour, | , 
b& yea m—_ witha kindeof ſtrife ; for there 1s not | 
orictaing thena faint beginner, who ſtill | n 
taxes much care to regale him ſelfe, & to CON- | ” 
| * [| tcnttheworld. Shut your eyes, againſt oth w 


hutnaine prayſes, & diſpraiſcs , for you ſhall Ma 
| quickly ſee both the prayſer and the praiſed, 

| turaed into duſt, and alhes, and him alſoc whoe 
| | 15 honoured \, and diſhotoured. An wee ſhal n 
\ | all be preſented, before the tribunall ef our] 


| lord, where the menth of rwickednes sball be ſtopped, 
| and vertue ſhall be highly cxalted. In the mea- 
ne tymelay you faſt houid on the Croſſe, & fol- 
low him whoe was diſhonoured , and loſt his 
| life vponit for you. And hide your c ſelfe in thoſe 
| | woundes , that when our lord comes for you, 
[ he may finde vou there; and may beautike you 
| | with his graces, and may giue him felte ro you 
as your reward , tor hauing leftall things, and 
_ ſelfe with them for his ſake. 

But o how little doth he leaue, who enen lea- 
ues all ! fince he leaues but that which he mult 
quickly leaue whether he will or noe, yea and 
cucn theenioying it, is agreat miſery ; lince all 
chat whichis not God. ;s but waight , and for- 
row totheſoule,God onely,is fafficiet for you; 
| | Open therefore your | art, and entoye him, you 


thre. lt tos OHtradWw...AQDSS a. th. a es, tl... AM. 
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| 
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FT 
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| 


| 


{all PH him mozcivycere, & much; more fuil 
of loue,then you could have thougar, 
Sometymes I wonder within c my ſelfe, to 
thinke how one either doth or can nd to 
another, fince C&=*@nr lord is inthe middeſlt 
beriveene them both, Tzow can he be diſyulted 
with the body, who loucs or ought to Joue the 


HE | -EPISTLES. - 5 | 
; 
| 

| 


| 


roſe from death to life , & 2 2ppeared to his difci- 


head: doe you not Know that when our lord 


pics, he placed bin {elle in the midſt of them , and | *' uhe. 
not at the head or els where, And this ypon | *++ |} 
what reaſon, bur to make ys ynderſtand that |} 
hceisin the midit of ys,and that we cannot doe, | k 
yea or cuen dchire ro hurt any body , but that | 
hr{t ir mt paſle through him. He who loues 
nc: his neighbour, loues not Chriſt our lord, 
and as for him whoe louesnot Chriſt our lord 
it vere better for {ucha one notto haue becne 
borne, fince hc arrives not to know for what 
he was created . which was to loue our lord. 
Conceiue that your neighbours area certaine | 
thing which mecrely cocernes Chriſt ourlord, 
that they arc his Images, and the creatures ror | 
which he gauc his blood, And therefore lay, | | 
How Shall I wishill to him , whom my bord lene? | - + 
Tow shall I beableto deſire death to him , to whem | 
my lord will gine life, 24 lord dyed for theſe per ſons 
nd would yer ao1inc remune to dye for them,if itwere | 
needefull; and all I then faile to loue thatman,; 1 Wh 
is ſve much belined by bim > what doth it 1mport mee, 
'/ they doe me 1l! offices, fer 1 lane them not for what | 


| 
they are, Hor for any ng which) tney doe to met; b 
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{ lowe them for CÞr:ſt s fake; and what then baue thei | 
ill deeds 19 a, typyards the makin? me take that lune | 
from them , Wich I ca r::ed to them, for Coriſt's ſake. 
[ beſecco God they may Le aveat in 115 preſence & that 
they may eniny him , and Le hen. that [oe there may. 
be more temples , wherein my lod may dwei! , more 
ſoules which may praiſe and ſerne him. , and mere 
harts which may lone bim , for he deſerues them all. 
And whenſocuer you ſee them ſay, O lord die 
thor poſſeſ]e tiroje ſontes , and lett them Le onely (Dine, | 


' 
C 


0 lord lett ihem enicye thee, ſry ton haſt 4 minde n 


Cmmicate thy ſelfe to ail. O lord they are ſoe many 


f P 
[ mages of tinenake them like to thee more and more, 
FT bath to them ex mee, T to all vine pardon,orace, 


 afory Tf your tongue will not fay this , yet let 
| your ſpirit fay it, and lift vp your hart to our' 


lord , demaunding ſuccour of him and faying, 
0 lord for iy lone and net ſor therrs , and by little 
and little, you ſhall finde your felte in peace, 
And if there chance to be any warre , bce not 
oucrcome therein, and doe not ſay, or doe any! 
thing which may be azainlt their good, and) 
conſent not to any thing in your hart which 
be of diſaduantarec to them, | 

The ſcruples cocerning your coteffions,are 4 
temptation wherewith the deuill tormeEts you, 
& depriues you of theſweetencs of your ſoule,) 
and lcaues you without gult in the things 0! 
God. For the creature who is ſcrupulous, is not; 
fit cither tolouc God, orto confide in him, no! 
doth helizerttc way which God houlds v it! 
him, and then he goes to looke other waycs; 


— 
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which may plcaſe him ſelte better becauſe he 
fndes not tat, in Gods wayes , which giues 
him guſt, And this {ſcrupulous perſon hath the 
| ' {aultof all, for he raiſes the ſtorme, where the- 
1ewasacalme, and bce found it in his owne 
way,and not inthe way of God, which is very 
ſnootn and plaine, 
Make you alelt of ſuch things, & ſubmit your 
ſelfe to that which , your oholtly- father ſhall 
|| ordaine;& be not carryed away with ſcruples, 
{| nor with your owne conccipt, but lay , wy lord 
God t5 not[cyupulons , I doe thai woich they Comaun- 
de me iniis name, and I am to acconnte k him for 
ne more, Shall I be prone: with you make haſt, 
make halt to Jouc, and theſe {cruples will fall 
way , waich riſe but from a tearcfull harrt. 
Th verteCt loue caiis feare out of doores Pray to our 
lord & ſay Dews mers illumina tercuras meas, And 
confille you in his mercie, that ſcruing him he 
villbe goodto you, and will day ly be oiuing 
you tO enderſtand your faults , tnat you may 
mend them, 

I would alfoc haue youlaugh ar the tempta- 
tion of vaineglory, and {ay to it, Nether will I doe 
it, nor leaue todoe nt, for thee. Olord to thee it 6, 
ry at l offer what hoever I can dee , or ſay , or thinke 
And when Jonoie 7 445 comes againe , ay to 
!tthus, "7H cons to9 Late, for it 1s already ginen 
Grd, Itisa good aduiſe , that beginners arc 
to doc nothing exteriourly which may ſeeme 
tobe of much ſanctity, for being younge and 
tender and all their buſines being bur yer in 
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{hey them. 
as poſſtbly you can; and that which VOUu Cannot 
concecale, doe freely and without tcare. And. 
ſtraite caſt vp your hart to our Lord , and ſay, 
Non nobis Domine , non nob:s , ſed neinint two aa 
| eloriam, Or cl; you may ſay, Gloria Parrt , & 
Filio, cf Spiritm ſanto, 
And for concluſion , I recommend to vou, 
that you caſt all that our of your hart, which 
| not God, and that in this world you loue tea- 
res, trade: humilitie, and pcnance; and lett 
your cycs be euer turned to our Lord, that your 
feete may be delivered from the ſpare. Pur the law 
of God in practiſe, and you ſoall {ce how he 
will frveetcn your way , and how he will 
calt your enemies ynder your fecete. And 
by working you ſhall grow to vnderſtand chat. 
| which you knowe not how to conceauc,citiier 
| by ſpcaking or hearing, For in this way of God, 
theſe tepid and calking pcopic lcarne little ; and 
they vwhoe are diligent | 1D putting the hand to 
worke learne ck. Our Lord leſw Cry f JOCS 
before you, follow him heere with your Crolle; 
and one day you thall be with him in a heauen, 


—_ 


| 


flower, the winde w il doethem hurt; and itis | 
better for them to hide their graces, then to | 
And foe mult you doc ms 25 much | 
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A Letter of the Authour to a jm Whe- 
me he animates to ſerue God 12 good 
earneſt. He shewes the vanity and 
miſery of the world, andthe happines 
wich 13 obtained by ſeruing God, 


A $ he, whoe hoping for the good ſucceſle 


of "og he defires., retoyces when he ſees 


| ſome likclyhood thereof; and although that 


likelyhood be not very great yet it giues him 
noclittle ioye, through the excclic, of his delt- 
re: loc myfſoule is filled with comforthy y your 
Letter; for me thinkes the wordes conteyned 
thercin, gine me a hope and taſte of ſornewhat 
which hh reaſon to make mce gladd , and 
which if it might once take tull effec, world 
breede a toy 1n mec{oe yery great, gas be 
equalled by fe W _ 'Y 

My good Sir, I delire to {ce that foule of 


yours added and diſcharged from the 


many vanities, w hich are affected, and frequen- | 


ted in this world ; and that you would belecuc 


with a faithful! has: that your true repolſc con- | 


lifts not in any other , then in him whoe 
created all things , & that you wovld goe vp 
and downe fall of care, in ſearch after this zood, 
and be {oe wounded, with the loue of him, "chick 
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all this world, with the beauty and floyver the- 
reot, might ſceme but a {moake to you, which 
vanishes, as a shaddoiy which bath noe bulke} 
| or body, and indeede 2 racere deuice , how to | 
make men fooles, working ſuch as loue it, to | 
| be the enemyes of God, andto vreterre the tems 
| porall before the eternall. | 
Was there eur ſcene any miſcheife ſoc great 
as this ? was there cuer ſcene , any exc haunge 
{oe pernicious as this ? where are thoſe cycs, 
which ſee not this 2? and that hart which hath 
| noe feeling of this? And yet ſoe greatis our frail- 
; tie, that if Chrift bar Lord did nor awake VS, 
| and make vsvnderftand chis cruth , it would be 
noe more pofitvle for vs to be deliucred from er- | 
; rour , and deceite then it is poſsible , 1n nature | 
] for a blinde man, to fee, ora dead man, to liue 
Orthou miſerable man, who art worthy to be 
| | lamented with a flood of tearcs! who art ſoc 
| | vehemently inclyned to that which hurts rigs 
| moſt, and yet conceineſt withall,thar it 15 gO04 [| 
ET for chee. Thou thin keft that all hath gOnc WC: | 
| | and that thou are prowne happy , vw hen thou ar 
' | accommodated with the tningsof this lite, by 
{ | thou haſt hardly any feeling , nor doeſt thou 
{ | thinke it worth the lamenting , to be in enmity 
with almightie God, Thou knoweft how to 
1 regard, and vale the honour of this world, 
| which pales away, at ſca-full ſpeede, yea and 
| cuen whileſt ir laſts, it makes not i owner the- | 
| reof . one haires bredth the better , in the high 
| ) | _ | preſence of God; and thou haſt noe care at al 
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whether "ER be honoured or dishonoured, in 
the Court of that dinine Maieſtie. Thou fearelt | 
ſome little affront , which hee: re may threaten 
thee; but thou feekett for noe remedy, againit 
that | huge affront, which is re{erued and | chreat- 
ne1 ac thelatter day, o all ſuchas shall nor haue 
Jone honour to cur Lord , with a lively faith, 
11! true obedience. Thou held much account 
of thy {elte, and ]irtle of almighrie God, for chou 


Anu any rifle which concirnatly {clf. oltends 
tee much; and, the while, thon baſt os 2C CATE AT 
il . ofthar which highly concernes the zonour 
| of God, Faou live after thine owne fasiuon, 
Cat Eon 321TH beihelly miſerable; and thou 
liuveſtnot as God would hauc thee, whoe is {u- 
| preme fcl:city, 
| Oneot theſe two mr is intallibly true, 
|Eicher char the light of che h thoft, mult de 
that whicti vrocs & enforces this is blio he VDon 
[S, which cannot be, or els, _ the great cOr- 
ment, which is prouided For Gone will, "oneday, 
open the eyes of ſuch deceiued verſons, w wo 
there will be noe remedy for their miſery, For as 
'$, Greeory faith, Thee: ec winch ſine <hutts, paine 
"PENS, Ard che fads Sir, if you loue your ſoul” 
Trou care almightie od if your hart be not 
of flint , looke carefully von the shortnes of 
[this life, and how many you ow knowne,whoe 
| being well accoinmodated and ſupported heere, 
God hath commaunded to goe hence, and thar 
not wt! {1 mach contentment and toy, as they 
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; {58 SPIK ITVALL Ep.s.| il 
iq ? | would hauec withed, but complayning that the i il bu 
l world had deceiued the, &that for loue thereof, Þ | is | 
; they had neglected the ſeruice of our Lors, he 
; | Thatw hich they were, wee are, & where they Þ TY 
;  bearriued, we ſhall arriue, and the ſame carti, © | ro 
| muſt recciue ys all, & conuert vs allintoitſelfe.| 

| For what therefore doe we ſtay? By what| Þ | or 
* Fare weedeteyned ? What is that, which decci-! Þ | lo 
{ ues vs, and makes vs ſoe protoundly carelcile, | Þ | n: 
{ ofa bulines which ſoc highly imports 2 Whar| Þ {in 
makes vs thinke that it concernes vs iittle, | | de 
notwithſtanding that noe other thing imports [La 
vs at all, in compariſon of this z And iy i tc 
a wee {hall confefle , that we hould it to be Bu 
| | highly important , why then doe wee labour | r6 
} | ſoe little for it 2 why doe wee ſpend ſoe few | | 21 
' | howers about it 2 Why doe wetry ſoc few con- io 
 cluſtons to obtaine'it 2 why doe we aske foe | fc 
| little aduiſe, how we may contriue it: Is it rea- | © 

ſon that any little fitt of tyme,, which wee em- 
ploy about this bulines, ſhould ſeeme ſoc orcat| | » 
; a matter, whereas yet wee neuer thinke much, | ot; 
| and be neuer weary, how much ſocuertyme we! ÞÞ i4 
| ſpend vpon the bulines of this world: Ifany| | {ib 
queltion be moued, about expence to be mace]  |o 
 vpon ſome preſent occaſion of yanitie, how] WU || 
magnificent are we wont to ſheyw our ſelues:| WW tc 
| but hov miſerly, on the other fide,in any thing | 
| which it concerncs vs to doe for the honour of F 
ll | | God, and the good of our neighbours, In that | 
| former caſe noe conſideration is had either oi} [ 
4: | children,or prouifion otherwiſe for the howſe, ! 
W. | WK T41S'E 
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| bur al chat, 15 laid alide, for the reſpect whicn 
is had to "Hil curiolity, But inthe latrer,ſuch a 
| heape of confiderations, & rcafons are brought 
:nro diſcourſe , as{crue to thutt the purſe, and 
ro tye vp rae hands from that good Worxre, | 
= what {hall I ſay of this lies proofe of 
' our frailty 2 2 Our wiole lite proclatmes with a} 


loud voyce, that wce value the pt eſcent world, [ 


more then the future ; the exteriour, then the | 
 interiour ; riches, then goodnes, For th _ thing 

doc we loue beit , vv bath we defire moitro Ws 
tainc, whenwe want it, aud which we labour | 
to gett with molt anxicry ; & wherein wee ioye | 
molt when wee haue i it. and for vi hich wee for- | 
r2vv moit when wee =" ſc it. And if the caſe 
| arriue , wherein we mult looic the one or the 
orher, we put our £ood conſe ence ir hazard, 
for putting thatin n executis, which tac 30nour 
or profict or pleaſure of this world ſuggetts, 
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when thoſe wor! idly perſons vill finde ha 
(clues ſrraungely difo -prointed , and hauing lol; &: 


| 


E 141i their labours. and icaningthe fruites heercof | 


| pChind then they {ſhall be preſented all naked 
and poere, and inthe exttemity of contulton, | 
| ocforc {1m , who ſent them hither , not to che 
ead th icrhey {ould goc tooling afbc vanities, 
' Put that THey Mi he palle through theſe tem- | 
 poral] things , withourt ſtaying or r ſetting their 
 harts vponthe-, and that hauing their bodyes | 
| heere ſpon cart , thcir ſoules mighr be aſpi- 


hm end 


| The day wk CONC, 2i1d that quickly, | 
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| 110g to heauenly things. And tharthough they | 
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leaue vanity to yaine perſons; for both it, and 


— 


liuc in flesh; ; yet they should nor live according 
to the deſires thereof, and though they dwellim 


world ; but that like children who jmitarte thier 
father, they migar be pureand true, and pious, 
and humble , and mceke, and that #1 cy might 
| ſeeke after the clory of God, & the goo! dof their 
actohbours. 

WW nat will hee be able to doe at that day, 
who ſhall nor haue performed tae thing , for 
| which he was ſcant, into this world ? whit will 
ze be able to doc, by whoſe thougat it hath not 
loc much as patied, __ he mul} once beginne 
to attend to it, but who forgetting the purity, 
and perfection of | chrillian life \ whereby hee 


' was to imitatealmighty God, hath defiled him- 


(elfe, in the mudd of carth, pY hath procce- 
led like ſome foolish boy, wi, being ſent a- 
DouUt bulines, would needes tay to palle his 
tyme, and play with other boyes; or els loyter 
for ſceing of ſome vaine 5how, and neither did 
that which he was commaunded, norſoe much 
45 remembred where about, he went, till retur- 
aing home at night, without any anſwcare co- 
cerning his bulines , heis recciued with repre- 

henſfions, and ſtripes, by him who ſent him, | 
Let vs awake, whileſt wee haue tyme, and | 
lett.vs haue an eye to that which imports vs | 


molt, and which is to laſt for ever. And letr vs 


hey {hall periſh, . Let vs raiſe our eycs coward 


Iv 


Um, who oane vs the life and beins, which w 'ee 


Ep. x- | 


theworld, yet not to haue the convitions cf the | 
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have ; and afreriwants Jae his owne «h- to. 
the td that we might not loole ours. And 
with great labour he taught vs the way , whe- 
'reby we were to walke; and by a death which, 
; was full of torments, and reproaches, did hc 
| encourage and ſtrengthen vs towards the pur- 
chaſe of vertue; and he obteyned gracefor ys, 
wherevy we might be ableto ferue, and pleaſc y 
almightic God. | 
Ler vs ſearch into the moſt hidden corners 
| of our harts, and letr vs curethat init, which i; 
| wounded, Lett vs vntye the fetters of our| 
linnes, Let vs procure to redrefle our {clues in 
that waich giues vs moſt caule of teare. And 
let vs appeaſc the clamorous remorſe of our 
Conſcience, with doing that which God com- 
| maunds by the Dicamen rnereof, that foe all 
things being once well orcered, od agreed, we 
| may like true and watchfull farancs expect the 
coming of our Lord,and that we may be found 
wth tapers lzghted in onr hands, and with our loynes 
art, and that re may heare thar {wecte word, 
Reiayce t then good and farthfullſeruant,whoe baji bene 
faithfull in leſſer things ; I will place thee oucr greater, | 
Enter thou into the toy of thy Lord, 
That 15 the daye for which good chriſtians 
| hope, and in coremplation w hereof, they, who 
Hee "HARP in paine, doe intyme valle through 
it, with much patience, And this expectation 
of that crowne, giues them hart, to endurethe | 
compatts of this pRHATY and of the flesh. Ma-| 


| 
k 11 ag ec] lection of abaſement heere,for that eter- 
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[ nall aduancement; and of tits ihort Jamenta- 
tion, For that delight , which thall haue noe 
cnd of looting heir will betre that tcy may 
hauc it cucrialtinoly vnitcd to the will of God. 
 1n heauen, W here they {hall hanc nothing | 
| which may diſguſt them, but all that fhall be | 
done, which may Content / chim. For they hall 
' poſlefle almightie God, as their moſt rich trea- 


4] 


If our Lord haue yet begunne to viti 
that ſoulc of yours , you will vnderſtand what | 
v0 aud you w 111 profitr by it. If not { which 
Gall forbidd ) it will be but the hearing of a | 
ſtory, which is inſtantly forgorten, I defirethar 
Chiilt our Lord , may be the Love of you , and 
| of my lady your iſe, whoſedzlire to fee mee, | 
I pray God reward, But thinke no more of your 
coming this way, till firſt God ſhail haue ſoc 
diſpoſcd , that I may goc thither to you , the 
= becauſe | Fl delire , that it may 


be oe. 


] 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


furc, in whome is contcyacd all Good, | 


— _ 
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YI RN DUR BRI ANABYD |! 
| A letter to an afflifled lady wheſe ficknes hindered | 
certaine denotions Which shee had beene Wont to 
p/e. He teaches ber hayy to finde peace , and tnue 
repoſe which 15 noe where but in God. And of the 
great care, wherewub she was 19 proniue that 
the for Marency 1 hich «he vſed of her exerc: m of | 
ſym 1m her ſicknes , might not proceede from | 
reptditie, | | 
{ 
HE beſt comfort in thoſe affliftions 
which come ypon vs againſt our will,is, 
not to haue clmmiced? any fault; w hick 
might occalion their Coming, For a conſ{cicn- 
ce which ſtands right , will calily beare any 
weight which you "is lay vpon it, but toa 
conſcience which is impure, any little burden | 
'Sintollerable. If men knew as well how to 
leeke the meanes of true repoſe, as they know 
now rodefirethe thing, they ſhould enioye it, 
and not remaine wiph the ſole delire thereof, 
[ci; the expreſle lawe of God , thatthey who 
baue delires of any other thing Son him, ſhall 
beſubieR to rorment, vw herher the thing bay ob- 
teyned or not obtey ot For ſuppaliog the 
thing be had which they deſired , yet*can they 
not compleately enioycir through the remor- 
ſe which their conſcience brings, and if it can | 
norbe had, they areracked by the delay of vhe 


thing del Gred, 
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Tae pure Gelire of God, is very contrary 
| LO ths. | Or it Dauid ſay , thn tlie batt ICIU\LL, 
VID TOC but even 11 {# toi of God, w hat kink | 
of ching will it be to inde him out 2? It the hun- 
[8 ger of {eexing give them 1oye, what will the 

| being Atisfied, at that tablc, doe? He thicrefore 
who deſires to finde peace, arkd true repoſe, muſt 
reloluc to forgoe his owne appetytes, & mult 
boldly andfnn fully lodge himfeit in the W 11] 
of wa ord ; and {oc he jhall neither be tum- 
bled vpand downe in the darke, nor be aftlic- 
| ted otherwile, by the arri OF firm ngc cuents, 
Burt who wall now procure that the ſonnes 
| of men may atrend to that, w hich God exadcts 
at their hands : How longe Tull you be heauy Vas- 
(el 1, and le vanity, and ſe: ki after lyes* \ ho {hal! 
vabeguile ſuch men, and free them from their 
inde CS As gOC ſeeking peaceand finde warre, 
yea and by the elame way whercin they ſecke it, 
| they Io ofc ic. Let the whole world detec 
once for all, that as there is noe more then one 
i God, ſoc is "5 noe more then One true repo- 
le. &nd a5, without the true God, there 1s noe 
God; oe out of hisrepoſe, there is noe repoſe, 
Coneainely the moyntaines Were hap , end ſoe w.s ihe 
multitudes of the valleys, and onely in our Lord Gr! 
there is true ſalnation. This ſay they , whoe after 
they are well wearied vpon the experience of 
RT owne vaine dctires , arriue to know at 
length , both what God is, and what hee is to 


them whoſceke him, 
| Madam , we hauc not in | Our houſe a bitt of 
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| bread, 


E PS T-LES Ep 9. 6 | 
; DCA.) ', which wez may giue our treind to cate, 
wito 15 coming f.om abroad vnleile we goC, 
| borrow it of ourncighbour, whois God made 
man, andone ..no withall is ſoc ncere vs, as 
| that Kt i5ourhead, and both our faiber and our 
»rother, He who will iitrhis eyes vpto him,and 
devend ypon his hand; he who will be a beg- 
ger at his gate; he who will be in deſire of him 
ind: 2rowe Cucn fainte through hunger after; 
| ain, hall be refrethed by the aboundance of 
{ 1712 \ which Corh as farr? exccede tae ſo tiShay, 
tion hich Crcarures gue , as God him { clfe 
excee les them. Bur out of God! lett noe man 
| -reſume to haue apy hunger, Fbias 5. Annſtnc 
ih where ſoeuer flesh zndblould 5hall expect 10 fin! 
e « ſures amone(t the creatures , it will prudent [eife| 
lerrined, Sor thata man may *nderſtand by SY 
| pr ence what difference there 1s TI ERR re: 
Creatour and the creatures, and ſoz being vn-, 
| | tycd fromrhe: 1, / (ince 10 them he found not; 


/ 


| 
| what he ſou: lit, ) he may 2oeatIlaſt with an in- 
| 


tyre bart to him, who Hogs] is able toiinpart: 
morerto the bule|: racn It 15 able to receiue, 
Your ladyſhip m_ not therefore be carryc 
way ; by that greaterrour which yet is imbra- 
| cc by man: great Ones of this world, wing are 
| ni atily :Fated totheir owne will, God Vy 
1b5and with particular apperites , and was | 
thinke belike, that they are to 2bourid as much 
more then others, in defireof things, as tliey 
arc heere of more eminent ranke & ſta te: but | 
for my part I {ce no; vihat they | gather 'r from | 
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| donat his hans, and taking that Painc which } 
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(_ but greater torments, For — the rate 
of the defiie; 15 the paine, And as S. Bernard 
iaith, [et uy br oper wil ceaſe, and there will nne 
moe veanyhell, And ſoc wee may ay , let this 
proper will ceaſe, and there will not be inthe 
world', cither any ſ{inne or any ſorrow, For 
mar which comes toys, is not, initſclte, the 
ting vwhich'giues vs paine , but the coming 
of it , when we would not Hl it come, And 
theref, tore Coun God require our harts of vs, | 
that foc hee may tree them from many miſeries, 
and may give vs In excl aunge , his owne, 
which is pcaccable , Fepoſed and loyfullin tri- | 
bulation, And agrofle e foole is hee, whohad 
rather liuc in his owne ſtraitnes , then in the 
latitude of Almightic God; and L wks bad ra- 
ther dyc in himſcife, then liue, in lite, And if 
at any ty me , ol in any thing, WC Raue com- 
mirted this ſinne , and hauc enlarged the 
raynes to our owne defires , let vs humble] 
our {clues before the father af mecrcies , ac-| 
knowledging our finnes,and hoping tor par- 


Þ,-# 


pepuy 


| 


O 
grew vponvs, by the inordinatenes of our ap- 


petite, towards the diſcounting and difchar- | 
ging of our fault, For by this meanes, God is 
wont to take away our linnes like one who 
ſhould take the boughes or branches of a tree, 

and ſetting them firſt on fre, ſhould apply them 
therwards, to the tree it ſelfe, and foe burne it 
vpp, by the rootes. 

Much better it is for a ſinner , that bcc; 


L 
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Libould grow into paine by occalion of his f19- 
nc, hom) into peaceand relt, For as $, Auvzullt- 
ne ſaith , there 15 nut a more Wofull thing then the 
temporal felicitie of a finner, And 2s for vs let 
vs lcarne heercafter , to giue all our deſires to 
God. And as a ſtone fall s downeward , and 
as hre flyes vpward , and as-cuery thing It: 
tine , makes towards his proper place ; ſve let 
our Harty fly at full ſpcede, towards the center 
thereof, which is God. 

Who would not be amaſed , to behould 
a Great focky Mountaine hanging looſc in the 


ayre , without falling downe to his prope: 


| place; and who will not wonder to fee a hart 


[ 
which was created to repoſe , and reſt in God, 


dctaine it ſelfe , in the ayre , and lefle then 
ayre ? Therefore whether it be that wee cannot 
take true relt in any other then in God, or bc- 
cauſe this Lord of ours , delcrues, of himſe]- 
te, ajl our loue, ( tince he isthe loadcitone to 
which all ſpiritrs looke ) let vs not tall hecre- 
after, into ſuch a folly, as that wherecot I fpa«e, 

tett ys not ſpott our honour, let vs not com- 
mitt ſuch a treaſon againlt ſuch a lord, a5 tizat 
heereafter , any other deſire may enter into 
our harts, but of him, or for the loue of him. 
And ſoc will the ſadd cloudes of theſe voprofi- 
table hart-breaking melancholies , and theſc 


| both yaine hopes & vaine fearcs fly from theſe 


harts of ours, & in their placea new morning 
will riſe, Ys will giuc vs Ioy, Forto ſcethe 
light of heaus,} is the cauſe of Toy, but rhe blinde 
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SPIRITVALL Ep.g. 


| of carth, and not a light of heaucn, But after 


mancannot dilcerneit, For this did Tobias ſay, 
what 1oy Cara | bauem this life , ſince I cannot ſee the 
[3:ht of beauen. It iva great truth, that noe man 
whois not indeede vabeguited concerning this 
world,can haue any true toy of hart, for though 
. Lol . . C 
he thinkez hee ſees, yetindeede it is but afight 


| 


thi; other ſighta man growes cured at the yery 
roote. 

It will be fitt that your Jadyihipp doe not 
thinke, to make tnelike exerciſes of minde, in 
the way of ſpiritt as bctore,now that you are 
ſubiet to an vnlike difpolition of body, And 
many haue ignorantly afflicted them ſelues, for 
pot hauing beene able to wv cigh, what their 
ſtrength and ſtate would permitt. Ir is cleere 
that with this condition of body wherein you | 
are, you muſt not thinke of keeping the ſame 
method which you heid before; nor doth our 
lord aske any ſuch things at your hands, ſince | 
his will is very wiſe , and tempercd alfoe with | 
orcat mercie, and demands nothing of vs , but 
that, for which hee giues vs meanes ; And not} 
onely hee will not reape where he doth not 
ſowe, but eucn when hee ſowes , he is content 
toreape leſle , then hee hath ſowed. Yeur la- 
dy{hip mult not be difcotorted for that which 
you are notableto pertorme, for you might as 
well put your ſelfe to paine, becauſe you haue 
noe wings where witito fiye. Doe nor place 
the ioye of your hart ypon hauing conſola- 


tion, or ypon making Prayer, but ypon the ac- 
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EPISTLES. Ep.9. 69 | 
compliihment oft the will of our Lord, And | 
ſince his pleaſure is, that the tyme which be- | 
fore you ſpent in praying ſhall now be ſpent in 
vomiting , let it beſoe i the name of God; and | 
lett his contentement be ours, and lett ys more | 
elteeme that he be pleaſed, then we would to | 
| Þ | pollefle heauen and earth, Andif webetrou- 
| Þ [bledwithany ſcruple, that ſuch or ſucha pu- 
* | nithement caine to vs for our hauing com- | 
mitted ſuch , or ſuch a finne, and that God 
chaltiſes vs now for theth;ng which wee inor- 
dinately defircd before ; inthat cafe, what haue 
| we more to doe then to caſt our ſelues at his 
r feere, deſiring both correction and pardon. And | | 
| Þ | ourlord willeither giue them boa. , or els the |} 
S pardon, without the correction , but ncucr the 
U | correction , without the pardon, if the faulrbe | 
| Þþ | notour owne, We muſt thereforetake any tri- x 
| ] vulation, as an carneſt penny, or introduction 
| to peace; and prouided that there may be peace 
betweene God & vsgletany thing come which 
he willſend. 

Oneonely thing wee haue to feare in this caſe, 
which is leaſt wee ſhould Nubber over our ne- 
gligences, vnder this occaſion and pretence,of, | 
| can doe noe more, Wee muſt heere looke ypon 
our ſelues with many eyes;for this Eve, which 
lives within vs, is ſoedeſirousto be cheriſhed, 
and regaled, and to be walking vp and downe | 
thegarden, and to be eating of the forbidden 
truite,that ſhe wants not athouſand inventiss | 
to make reaſon bejecue, that ſhe demaunds not | 
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| "6atr9n, I215 the true ficind indeede. And though 
'G 
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 rituall exerciſes, wee mult not omitt them, by 


| 


] . . 
tiem endure priſons , torments , diſhonours, 


Yet ſoc, as that our Lord is not detirous of 


| any thing of ſupertiuity, but nan necelli- 
tie, andibei is1na mightie chafe if they beleiuc 
ker not. Madam there is necede heere of two 
things; The onethat when wee clerely ſee, that 
weeare able in ſuch caſes, to per forme our {pi- 


any meanes. Be not faint in labouring for the 
loue of our lord, ſince truce loue knowes not, 
what it is to be remille, 8: as you are to be com- 
patſionate, & pious towards your beloucd, {oc 
are you to be ſcuere, and nothing delicate to- 
wards your ſelte, Your ladyſbip ſhalldoe well 
to call to minde, what heroicall acts the louc 
ot Chriit our lord hath wrought in this world, 
intholcharts where it hath dwelt.It hath made 


and that with much ioy , whileſt the great 
worth of the beloued hath beeneplaced betore 
the eyes of the fover, And fince it hath wrought 
ſoc great effects in others , Ict it not be ſoc 
weake in your Jad; vihipa, as that it cannot 
enable you to palle thiough a little atliction, 
for the pleaſing of ſoc high a . Lord; by CR] 
me you ihall be ſvemuych the better abc eptcd, 
as you ſhall come to him witi more affliction, 


our paine, but onely of our loue, bur yet it is. 


{ti1] truc withall, that the truth of lane is hard-| 


ly knowae, but in ſomewhat which puts vs " 
paine, For ive fremd who {tands faſt in tyme of tr:- | 


:0a doc well know, 


nn ne 


what wee are. without 


| 
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, making any particular experiment, yer he Joues. 
that wee may know it too ; tuat | 


' foe wee may haue comfort in hnding our = ciues | 


tO trye VS, 


 faithfull ro him, in point of loue ; and {or .nay 
live in hope , that wee ſhall goe to enioye our 
' beloued for Patience breedes Hope, as S, Paule 
faith, 

S$o that this muſt be your method, till you 
| | bane perfect health , rhat when you arc free 
| | from your yomirts & paines, you may Cxercice 
| | | your minde in ſpirituall things; and at thote 
| | tymes you muſt alſoe beſeech our Lord,to giue 
: | you light ro know , when it is the Aattery of | 
: fleſh and blood, and when it is Iuſt neceſſiric, | 
| which hinders you, For he who vles the 

| knowledoe well which he ati, {ball ootaine 
| light, for char which he Knowes not. But as for 


liohe,, lince it may be anſwcarcd them thus, 
| Wy defireſt thou to know furtLer , woart my wal: 
and pleaſure is, fince in that which thou knoweſt 
alreatly , thou complysf yot. And when you are In 
any caſe , though it bee not much , 

mind alſoe bee in ſome exerciſe of ſpiritual] 
thinzs th ough it be not much , nor with 
much attention , but onely recording your 
defires , and preſenting your {cite before 
our Lord, And by this , and withall by not 
letting your hart Galcks { for eucn the very 
| lifc of the ſoule conliſts in that } your Ja- 
dvſhip {hall pailc on , vnatill that God Prouice 


rhe: »y* MOV 


others , with what face can they aske new | 


ict your | 


Rom, 5. 
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Iohn, 
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Sap.” 


| 
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the temple alone ' bur i in cating , GUN KINg and | 
{lceping , in health and in ſicknes referring all 


euery where, and youare with him, andif you 


| oe {ure to finde him. 1 reioyced 


| The woman of Samara asked wy hece she was 
to pray, andour Lord an{weared her , thatit was 
enery Where 10 be done , and thatin(pre-tt, And ſoc 
is the chriſtian to toe. who in all his wor kes, is / 
to pray to our Lord not in the mountaine Orin 


| 


to God, , and ioying i in all things becauſe he ro 
cclues them from that holy hand | 

Your ladyship is to baue great care , 
you ſtrat; gafen nor the goodnes of God Fate he 
is immenſe, Doe nor thioke that you are to 
ſeeke im, and to finde him bur onely inſuch an | 
exprelle place, or determinate worke, He 15 


that | 


{ceke him cucry where, you shall cuery where 
( ſatth the wiſe 
man ) in all things, becauſe this wiſedome went be- 
fare mee, Andſce doth hee alſoe reioyce, whoe 
in all things bekoalds God , performing that 
which he commaunds , and cuer keeping the 
hat t IN attention towards him , and from the 
flowes fadnes, and diſruſt, and de- 
1ection oo mngde which i iS athing to be auoy- 
ded, with niuch Ciligence. For ( as 1,1 Written), 

Tere is no profit in ; ſuc! 2 ſadues, Nay 1t brings 
much hurt borh to our body & ro our ſoule 
and to our ne:ghbour, Whereas ioy , and com- 
fort giue ffirength , andperſeucrance males our 
ſpiritual! enemics grow ſadd , it cherishes the 
(piriz of God , which dye ells in ſuch as are hi 
ſorvants. Fx ind (niritt in cheerefull. | 
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$ Beflides this , your ladyship $hall doe well> 
5 to receiue the Body of our Lord , now and 
then, And ſince the lodging which he takes 
vp, is in the hart, you are not to bein paine, | 
for that your body 1s noe better, And though | 
{there may be ſome impediment, why wee can- ! 
not labour, yet there can be none , why wee 
may not loge, So much the more muſt wee loue 
our Lord, becauſe hee 1s both omniporent, ani | 
very detirous to 21ve ſtrengthtothat hart which 
ſeckes to loue hia), for this tends rothe accom- 
pliskment of that very thing , witizh he likes 
Deſt of ail others bota inheauen andearth, and | 
that is Love. Wherewith I delire that your lady= | 
| $1ip may {oe abound on carch , that you may | |} 
{deſeruc to de lodged necre our Lord in heauen, 
| Amen, | 
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SPIK IFVALL. Ew 


| A. Letter of the Author to a Lady , whome he had 
| proce in charge , and tho feared , ber ſelfe to 
be troubleſome to dis. He tahes all feare from 
her , and animates her to perſener in the Way of 
| wertue , which she had <ul : ard acniſes her 
_ to the ſerice of ber nerbbouvs , as 4 200d lned- | 
| ſ nes , whereby we wchs obtaine the exiſt of 
| 


Contemplation. 


A IQQRRRCRNRYRUUCTRINERNUERRRURL, | 


my ſoule, by your letters, [ beleeue you would 
write often to mee , hew carefull ſocuer the 
| deui!] might be 'todiſcourageyou, And if you 
knew hn oreat favour you doe mee, in letting; | 
meſec, chaty you are cofdent of my tr athto you, 
| and if SPY you would be pleaſed to make 
tryall of mce, I belecue you would caſt away a 
great number of thoſe imaginations, which the} 
| deuill brings to you, abour the making you 
thinke,that you are rroullleſome to mee. 1 for | 
my part, haue not taken vpon me ſy in eſt, that| 
i charge of you, which our lord hath putinto my 
| hands ; as that any difhculr - could make me 
weary of it, how great ſocuer it might bee; and 
of | how much lefle can I bee weary , when thel 
BY: | | thing it {clfe 1s not painefull to mee, but de-} 
"Ty: | lightful] {I beſeech you, for the lone of ou lord, 
that you will aske Ig whether I loue you be! 
noe. For I hope for fot much fauourſat| his 
| hands, a5 thar he will tellyou I doe, foraſmuch 


| 


| [” you knciv how great ioy I haue felt in 
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| 


E/P1S/TUEES.” : Ew wo 


as LC 1s a treind of truth, and hee knowes thar 
the thing, indeede, is foe. Docyou not aircady 
ynacritid,, that this is burtatricke of the deuill, 
whereby he would puil downe vweake perſons? 
Doc you not know, how much hurt this con- 
 ceire dOtn to ſome of your neighbours , when 
they beleive it? you know w ell cnouzh , how | 
tO chide them , who will not ion that \ 
LLCY Are WK by their freinds, and hoxw to þ | 
take the part of {uch as arc abt: But now | 
w by take you cot that counſaile for your tel- 
c , which you giue to others ? why will you 
nCCGCS tire me Cut, with your increduiitic, as. 
ry: doe 2 For the loue-of him , wiro wa 
incd for vs, Ict not things Pa al in this 
nanncr; bur be corifidida that our lord loues 
| YOU , and 5 imparts truc Joue ro mee , for the 
\docing of all tha , which 15 neceſlary fon you; 
| & thatthis muſt laſt till you thall have gayned 
| | {tbe crowne,to which our lord hath called you: 
| which is not to be any littic one, nor doe] 
finde in my ſelfe, any little ioy, that I am hel- 
ng youto Laine the ſame. | 
1:8 You mull alſoe forbcare , both to ſay, PR 
|tainke , that the ftate w herein you are, 15 a | 
[tate of condemnation. For that is a "__ | | 
temptation of the deuili,, who defires nottiming | 
more, then that you may lcaue your manner | 
of life, that ſoc, a Ce may Carry you away with | 
Kim, And if 1t Geilap to yOu, © chat you haue not I 
that recell-&ion , which you ought, for my part 
[ am glad thot you defire it, and gh forit, But | 


$; 


or 
let 
i 


| 
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SPIRITVALL Ep. 10. 


yet you mult not doc It ſoe, as withall to con- | 
; CClue , that you are not plealing to God, in doe- 
10g what you doe, Many tymes men ſcrug God 
more, whilſt They haue nocrecollectis, (foe that 
yet v ichall, they procure it) , then with nauing 
| | it, For ſomerymes, yea and many tymes, the plea. | 
| ſure of God ts that, rothe end wee may vie Cha- 
ritieco his children, we ſhall forſake the ſweere- 
® nes of attending to himſelſc alone. And the Pa- 
rriarch lacob was enamoured of Rachell, who was. 
| E "| faire, & he ſerucd ſcauen yeares, that they niight 
F. | | T71ue her to him, for his wife; and atthecad tiic- 
; | cof, they gaue him Lie, the fiſter of Rachel, a- 
| 2ainf | his liking. And when he complayned the- 


] | 
F ceof, they rould him, that ic was northe fashion | Þ 
F: SY Kg beſtow their youngeſt daugh- | Þ 
: ers firſt, as he defired, Bur tl hed hi 1 
:ers firſt, as he delired, Bur they wished him to | Þ 
'£ 


narry chis other at that ryme, andthatif indee- | Þ 


p de he loned the yonger as much as he ſaid, he | 
{3 ;hould labour ſeauen years more for that, ind | 
:hen they would aloe giue herto him, ind this | © 
Fs { hee did, and ſoc he odteyned her, F 
Jy Hee who hath a minde to giue himſelfe, as it | Þ 
| | 


were, in marriageto the beautifull life offeculler- 

rion_ and denout prayer, delires that which 1s very 

ood. Buthe muſt beitow himſelfein marriage, | 
2 | rothe life of afTion, and labour. And firſt heemuſt | F 
8 employ himſclfe vpon the good of his neigh-| Þ 
ours, andafterivards by perſeuerance, heshall | Þ 
\braine the other, when our Lord chall finde it 
We 7 | Att for him. But in the meane tyme hee is con- | 
WA | -  Trented with vs,if we will ſigh for this, and if we | 


| 
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| | cuſted, Bur he muſt hauepaticnce in its bulines; 


| | other, Andas L haue {aid clſc where, God ſerues 


LI 
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HET attend to char. Neichee i iS het in the righe, | 
|! h0159ladd of bulines, and imployments; nei- 
ther yet is thatother ncherioh cr, whoe when he 
isinthe middeſt thereof, 20CS Bill complayning, 
'But he alone complyes with that which Goc 


kes vpon the ſeruice of his neighbours; and his 


recollection, Yer ſtill 1 ſay, not ſoefarrs, as that 
this deſire muſt make him complaine, or te di{- 


andin his defireand loue, he muſt haue Guictues;| 
his hands in one of them, and his eyes, vpon the! 
other. He obeys in rhe one, and he ſucs for tac 


himſelfe of ſoine, in che frit life of labour, rather 
then in the ſecond Uife of repoſe, becauſe wee vic 
to diſvuile that delire, which Indvas ve hate 
deat liberty, and ro follow ur owne will, & 
[not to be put tocadaure the Imperttiacnces , nad 
vexaiions of others , vader the colour of giuing. 
Our (clues Oo Contents! ation, 

Our Lord therefore, who knowes ſoc much. 
better, then onr {el1cs, what is good for vs, and 
[ces that the & tires of our hart ſome tymes are 


{ 


({uch; as L hauc (ai!, hath care to conduct our | 


life, according to that which he iudges ro import 
vs moſt. And oe, his ſernants muſt yeilde obe- 
dience to himand a acceptof chat, with thankes- 
Nung, whica he imparts, And it any man con- 


commands, whoe bcitoives his hands, and wor- | 


delires vpon the (eruice ot our Lord, with morc | 


( | 


| 


| 


tele , rhar the employ ment which he hath , 1s 


920d, bur that hee, for hi 15 part, is weake , and? | 


-_ Ce een 
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that he ferucs not God therein loc well as he 
ouyhr or as le woud ; Iacknowledoethat he! 
Cit truc; and I dehire, th at he will bejccue a1 | 
tay ſoc (til, For woe be to that fou;e, which 
preſume; to thinke, tat he may contcit with 
| God , any other way , then by begging 
Wurcic, | 
i Know you , your ſeite , for wicked, and 
| C xd will w _ YOU VÞ M ——_ in the Wg4 C 
oY; his COONS , and MErcie. And euery day, 
of will rowe, 1:1 COCINZ yY OU greater to ours, | 
| And conccinc, that ( ſuch as you arc euen 
| Now, ) our joud "HEE: > afes to like, and loue: 
| you , bur {cc that you mult cont! Re in tlic 
warre without turning Your backe ro kis fer- 
vice, and then yoult mult citecine that bor: vil 
bcc and I are contented w ith you. And tincc 
beth your father who is in heauen, and your 
ſpiritual! Fatier who 1s on carth, are contented 
| with you; you mult alſoe be contented with 
| your {cife. Not ſoc as that you may giuc ouer, 
'to procccoe, and x tothe i in the ſ{cruice of our 
lord , but that you may not be diſcouraged, or 
diſmay cd, in the manner of life which now 
{you hould. And doe you aiſce confidently be- 
| leeue, that our Lord is ſcrued, by your abcade 
| where youare; and this I declare to you, inhis 
| name; andthat he will comfort you luck ,and 
| vouchſatcto doe you very great fauours, And 
remember this word well, Be tairhtull to God, 
and rurne not your backe towards hinj, Belec- 
ue not the counſaiic of the deuill, nor yet of of 
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— EPISLILES. __Ep.10, 79 
| flesh and bloud. Be bould to ruſt; and to offer B | 
Q 

W your! feitetodye for God ; rather "i to for- | 
F | bea; cw nat you haue begunne, For you ſhall 
| qUiC# ly ice, how well God deales with them, | 
| who ita! adi hunting for bis [10n0ur, The | 
1 | 

KF | holy ghoſt be your r confonies and comforter, | | 
fl | 
d | Won | 

| 

| 
fl | 
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cÞ| 4 Lerrer to 4 denont freimnd of lis, 


|| wherem he shewes how Weake , 71a | 
[- | ; : | 
h 1s Without God , and how full of 
- . . + | 
cc ſtrength when he rs placed mthe bid- 
n dew all of bt face aud What its 
c 4 / + 3 - wp 1/6 | 
tl are Me, | 
I, ; 
ur 
” HE peace of our Lord beeuer with you. | 
" Soc great is our weakenes, and foe cr At 
l ty and ſtrong are they wao wage watTre a-| 


ounit vs | that It 15 noe maruatile, fn ty-| 
1 mes we hs OUCYCOIMC , but it 15 racher itrange 
| it we OUCYCONiC at any ty me. Or raticr jn very 
F | Geede wee neucr ouercome , but Chriſt our Apoc 
7 lord oucrcomes in vs, who 1 m the ſtrong [yon g* 
6 if inle , and whoe if he ſhould leaue ys, | 


SPIRITVAIL Ep. 11, 


——— 


we were t1(la; u1ly ty be Swallowed V” , 4s Dau 
{ 17. faith. But bc forſakes vs not; becaule he loues 
| L vs, and eſpectally ſuch 45 place mer hope wn im , py 
SET he {ame Danid ſaith, Thu arl 12 aefe GEN o ja 
{uch a5 hope in thee, Andit at any tyme te hive As | 
| ©4125. ſeife from vs; it is not becaule he departs ; but 
livc alealuus fooule, he ffands looking whroweh thi 
Ci 67Yes , FO ſee 11 hat that foule 1 is docing , hen! 
| he hath abſent<d his imbracemenrs Fats þ ber, 
| Elpecially he cnhiders, if the (oule haueloit her 
| | confidence, which bis delzre 1 'smay retnaine {oc 
: 

' 


rootec in our harts, that noe winde of tEptation 
may pluck iT vp, bat may rather trengehli and 
(cttle 1t, belecuing that how much more \ve arc 
| tempre oa . {or much wmorelwei ire beloued vy him 
| Nt Ys wich more vwearc  erſecured | by GU! 
| encinies (o much morcare wechkerished by al- 


miziry God, whoic careand vigtlancy 1 Is imcom: 
paraviy more for our wcfence, then the ſubril; Jty 
of our enemics can be for our pretucdice. The 
cauf< ncereof is, for that he loues vs more, then 


j 

' 

| 

| 

| che denill 2'7 Oe v5 2nd he 15 mice pow ertul 
then our flesi is fraile, aud he-hath a vleſied ! pla- 
| 

! 

| 

| 

| 


| ce of retreate; wherein asina moſt ſecure hang, 
and as in the has: of a mother , he giucs "3 
bour, tſuch as being vi caryed with the LempCt 
of tribulations endured for his fake , khauc re- 
covric to him, Of this Daaid faid-; Then Shall 
hid: vs in te Indden parie of thy face; 

| Doe you an thinkc, O my bcloued brother, 
that you saa'l be well hidden 2nd ſecure, and 
| toyfull in tie face of God 2 Bur you wil aske, 
E why 


—_— ———— eo ——_— —_—_— 
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why it1s calleda u.dden part. Certainely with 
orcat reaſon, For as the face of God is not darke 
but bright according to his diuinitic, ſo yet the 
face of Chriſt our Lord , as God and man, 1s 

laid ro be dark? and hidden, according to his 
aumanity, Bur tlis not when 1s face shined like 
the Sonne, in Mount T abor, and h:s garments like the 
i-bt; but when he was disfigured vpon Myunt 
Cala, ary; when his garments and tleſh were 
dyed redd with the "blog which procceded 
| from him as the price of our redemption. It 
| you wy alcoaddl his face, growne yellow with 
115 Jong faſting, and redd with the bufferrs and 
þ velling, which their blowes had made; & full | 


— — — —CE 


| diſtitling from his crowne ofrhornes, you will 
| veſ{urc ro ſay, that his face ws bidiow-; he of 
[whom Daud faith, that he was fe «re beyond the 
[ [onnes of men, and at grace Wis diffuſea through 
b15 lipps, and that therefare our Lord did vice him 
for all eternity. 

Certainely, the moſt beaurifullot men, was 
hidden , and more tormented then man cuer 
was ; and ſoe farre disfigured, that Eſay faith, 
| He hath noe beauty , nor race ; we ſaw him, and he 


a... 


— 


hc faith. Thar his face was as if it had beene 
hidden, and deſpiſed , and that therefore they eſtee- 
Df bins not, He indeede, did [ufer our infirmities, 
and our ſorrowes,, and we tooke him for ſome leprous 


perſon , who had veene ſir oocken ani. abaſed by our 


Of rearcs 5 deſcending trom his eyes, & of blood ] 


| 94d no figure of @ man. "And againe, afterwards | 
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SPIRITVALL. Ep.rt. 


Hebr.9 


Lord, of which S. Pale ſaid that be dyed wit 


—— —— 
———OD——  ———— , 


Well then my deere brother | , in this face, 
which ſeemes to be ſoe deformed, ( but which 


iadeede is rarcly beautifull to "ir: as behouid 


it with the eyes of faith and loue , contidering 


that it was loue which netic: tothe end} 


that he might beautify our deformity ) doth 


| God hide them, who labour that they may not | 
depart trom hin, And he giues them light 


wacrcwith to look. ehintiacrheface, andhbote 
cctue ſuch ſtrength, and comfort thence, as to 
make the: feele, that he ſaid true , who ſaid 
Shew vs thy face and we 5hall be ſafe. 

This face is beheld by the etcrnall father, 
and out of that fohr, 4ok reſult to vs, the bea- 
mes of his bounty and light, for by meanes the- 


| reof doe all thoſe bleſſings come to vs which 


| God ſends, And David knowing this, beſought 


God ſaying. Locke , wpon the face, of thy Chriſt. 
For by looking vpon that face, he layes downe 
that wrath to hd he had hen moued by loo- 
| king vpon our impudent taces, and he will re- 
moue the deforrmity of them, by that other 
beauty. And to the end that his face of his, 
mighteuer ſtand before his father, Saint Pau 
ſaith , that leſus Chriſt entred into beauen , to aj- 
peare before the face of God for vs, And now ſince 
the eternall Father lookes into this glaſle, that 


| he may cometo vs, let ys alſoe lookeinto i it,t0 


the end that we may not depart from him. 
We haue not any other remedy againſt our 
weakenes, but the weakenes of [eſs Chriſt our 


| 


ks 4 


| 


| 
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I tor 2 creature, 
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_— 


mſjronrty * but that te liutes vy the ww er of Grd | 
Contider how great things he endured that ſoe 
our fouies might be taught to loue that weake-,| 
nes of his, ad that we might not giue them | 
2\Way tO tranvers, they hauing been purcha- | 
{ed by their proper Lord, at ſuch a paineful! | 
ind precious rate. And dos but weigh , what 
weake braines we haue, in departing from, 
tilat 10y which recreates the angels, to obtainc | 
_—_ dehght, which 1s poſſelled by bealts. | 
n4 how inconffllice that ſoule is ” kick | 

— - tall honny, for gall, andthe Creatour, 
Wretched creatures that we are, and iwhe- 
ther thall wee goe, and what ſhall wee ſceke. 
out of Chriſt our lord 2 Shall we peraduenturc 
veable to finde out any other Lord like this; 
any other foe deere companion, and foe truc 
fieind, both in prof] perity & adueriity? Where 
is any other ſoe milde 1n pardoning, foe beau- 
afullto behould , ſoe wiſe to conſult, and ſoe 
good to loue 2? where is there any other , who 
can finde in his hart, to dye for meewith ſuch} 
[teares and with ſuch Ms. > and who {til] re- 
maines with a diſpoſition to dye yet againe, 
if I could haue neede of his ſecond death :? 
0 how ſincere a truth was that, which Saint! 
beter delivered when he faid , "Whether shali 

[we ge O Lord , for thou bafi the words of eter- 
wy life. | 
Wee are well , my deere brother , where 
Chriſt our Lord , hath by his mercy placed vs. 


— 
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"IT 


Let vs take heede , that wee trye not what 
kinde of wockull thing it is , to be without 
him... A very bitter thing it is , and it cot; 
ſoundly , the ſetting on, Lett vs looke vpor 
the aMictions which he ſuffered for vs , and 


ance by them ler vs begg his grace , and fa- 
uour ; and he will giue it to vs , that we 
may thereby , ouercome the world, the fleſh, 
and the deuill; and foe we ſhall liue in God, 
ſince he dyed to Kill our ceath , and to O1uc 
vs lite, 


with them lett ys comfort our ſelues in our;; 
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| 4 Letter of the Authour , to the ſame 
| Lady whome formerly he had am- 
mated , to beare her afjuttions with 


paltence. 
\ loues it , and becauſe I am to hauec 
noe little part in your happines, S. 

Paule faith, that they to yHome he preached . were 
1's 10y X his benour , and his crewne 4 in reſpect 
that recciuing the word of God from his 
| mouth , they had chaunged their life to the 
| better , and had begun to walke in the way of 
| God, and ſoc gaue much ioy to S, Paule, For, 
delices that he reioyced in their good, he alfoe 
1oped to receiue a reward at the laſt day , for 
Yauing beenc that inſtrument, by meanes whe- 
"eof, God had gayned thole ſoules, and rhere- 
fore did hecall them his croxne, Becauſe, as a 
crowne doth beautify, and honour the head 
of ſuch as pur it on; ſo they whoe are faued by 
neanes of any man's preaching, will be a mea;, 


Y ſoule loues yours becauſe God 


—— —_—— _— 


Ycautifull crowne of rich ſtones might doe, 

Now this being ſoe, I confefle you owe me 
107 many thanks, for my withing well to your | 
| {oule: becauſethe go0d thereof is mine, in re- | 
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' gard that God hath done me the fauour to be. 
| ſtow you vpon mie, tor my ſpirituall childe, and 
will impart you © me as one of rhe pretious 
ſtones of that crowne, which one day he will 
 youchſafe mee, if I continue faithfull in that 
vocatis,by which he hath calicd mce, And now 
becauſe you are a /ore,, which he will ſett in a 
 crawne , it is tac pleaſure of our Lord toworke, 
and polith you, very well, For, it is noe way 
| fitt, ro put ſuch {tones in a crowne, asare cither 
rough or of noc worth ; but "Xp as theſe will 
| bc - HRW intohell, ace they receiued not 
tacir being wrought , and cnamelled by thc 
ſpiritr of our lord. Bur thoſe liuing ſtones, 
whereof rhe celeſtiall lerwſalem 1s buile , arc 
wrought heere, with ſoe many blowes, that 
— 45 if our lord would breake them, 
Be" that againe he giues them new blowes, 
without compaſſion , cuen before the paine of 
the former be gone, Bur yer, ke hath noe inten- 
tion to breake them, but to polith them, nor to 
de{troy them, but ro beautity them; & to make | 
them ſuch, as that by how much the more they | 
ſcemcd to be ill handled heere, foe much thc 
more brightly they may thine, at tlic lattcr day, 
in'the high preſence of almighty God. The 
will that appeare ro Dc mercy, "which heere ſce- 
med cruelty, And God will Ge thoſe pretious| 
tones which behaih wrought,euery one in his pro- 
per place, & that, ſo full of blifle, that che me 
neit of them is ro be incGparably more citeemed 
then Kingdomes, and empircs, and whatſocucr 
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other carthly things, which can be conceiued, 


O happy ſtroakcs, which aretd end inſuch 


a high repoſe ! O happy labour, which 1i;all be 


| paid, by the imbracements of God himfeite! 


Wound vs hcere, O Lord, as much as thou wilt, 
ſve that thou cheriſh vs there. Heere make ys 


| + pt 
weepe, that there thou maiit wipe away our 


reares, Diſcomfort vs heere, inall things ; ſoe 
that we may cnioy thee, whoe art 44 things; and 
be rigorous to vs hecre , ſoc that there, thou 
hauc mercy for ys, in ſtore.In this world, we are 
as banttied mcn, and crowded vp 1ato a corner; 
and weare as it were, vpon an taſty eve. Hea- 
uen is our cermrrey, and our liberty, & our feſtz- 
wty. And therefore, howlocuer things happen, 
we will make a ſhiftto pallc it hcere,to the end 
that when the elay of God sball appeare, We alſoe 
may appeaze inglory; & thatwe may celebrate 


that 1oyfull Eafter, with ſoc many Cittizens of | 
 heauen who firft ceiebrated the vig'l vpocarth, 


Madam, you mult giue thankes to our lord; 


| for hee treates you, as he hath treated, and as 


he meanes to treate his belt freinds. And as for 


| that onely begotten ſonne of his, who is the princi- 


pall fone of all fones, doe but [ce what blowes 
they gaue him, For they wrought , & bett ypon 
him, from head to feete; & theſe very blowes, 
did aifoe worke ypon that other ſecond fone of 
heauen , which is the moſt Bleſſed' vir2in , our 
Bl. Lady. And ſoc according to the place, which 


euery one is to haue there , he muſt be wrought 


and poliſhed heecre, Now if this be necellary, | 
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Lum,1. 


euen for juit perſons , waat thallbecome of vs 
ſinners, but onely that we mult bowe downe 
tie head, and ſay, O Lord thou punis!eft mee little 


| in compariſon of the much punishment which I deſer- 


ve. All that which I can ſuffer 1s little, though I alone 
 «hould ſuffer ail the aſflitions of the whole world 
For to him who deſernes he!l , bat temporall paine, 
can ſeeme great? 

| Lett vs know, that God is full of pittie to- 
wards vs, cuentien, when he {cemes molt ri- 
gorous ; without doubt he is full of pitty, lincc 
whomeſocuer he puniſhes heere , he will not 
puniih, but 34s Fn there, For it 1s written, 
[hat God toth nt punish a man for the ſame thing, 
twice. All that which weendure, we deſcruc, 
but yet God is foe very full of pitty that tor tne 
{ſtripes which he ſends vs, he pardons our f1n- 
nes, and he accounts it ſoc, asa peece of ſerui- 
Cc from vs, as that he giues vsa crovyne for the 
ſyfferance, And ſince the aft]ictions of this world 
preuent Purgatorie , and entitle ys to heauen, 
who will not loue them, when they come, yca 
and beg more of God , then yethe had , and 
eucn be ſorry , when he hath them not. He 
who knowes Chriſt and his kingdome , hath 
noe compaſtion of himſclte, in this world , be- 
cauſe he knowes himſelte to be more hit for 
God , the more afflictions he endures for his 
fake. Ani ſoedid that cnamoured Ignatines ſay 
'e, Croſpe, fury of beafts, cutting, quariering , brear 


| 
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king, nd deflroying of euery parte of 113 whole bod), 


and the Towrces of the deutli bimfelfe ;, Tet all theſe 
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things Comme vpon mee, and lent me onely envy Chriſt 
WH Red [here 1s nothing in this world , which 
car doe me good ; not ſue had a5 enen a k' nedome. 
It 15 more happines for me t9 dye for Chriſt our Lord, 
then to exerciſe dominion ouey the earl , fro; 2 oncend 
thereof to the other, This ſaith that Sar? , as one | 
who knew well and did much loue our lord | 
[:(us Crit ; and who ſaw that all was well em- 
ploycd , vw hich could be Gishjurſed for the gay- 
ning of him, 

| Inthis manner, I defire that you would cn- 
courage your ſc!fe to ſufter the Purgatorre of | 
your finnes ; yea and though you thould not | 
have committed f{inne, you ſhould yer apply 
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you, without hauing giucu the Jcaſt ſhaddowy 
of cauſe inhimſelfe. AndI would haucyou fay | 
to him, that howſocuer you arc bound to {ut- |} 
ter what he will fend, yer out of afree hart, you 
would gladly ſuffer, tor the pure lone of him, | 
though you were not bound to it, And thus | 
according to the intention of your hart , our 
Lord will acceptit at your h ands, as = j bath oY; 
waich.you carry for his loue., In the loues of | 
tis world men vſe to make other Enbiemes; 
but in the {ove of God, tie Fmileme, is (uffc- 
rance 1 ajſl:fion. And he who is uct of a 
ſtrong 7 hart to ſ#ffer wich , lett ira revue ſtan! 
tell ling mee thar he "0- mii, For in this 
world [there i is noc love without ereife. I hope 
inGod, that as heere hee gives you 2rcife, and | 


i... Men 


I 
z our ſelte toendure affliction, for tc pure loue 
of ieſus ; whoe endured {oc great things for | 
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E: | trouble ; ſoc hee hath prouided a place of reſt» 
| and ioy for you, in theother world. Though | 
| indeede , the very ſuffering tor ſuch a Lord, is 
| reward enough, £%" foe that as there is no- 
thing ſoc much to be delired , in the other 
world, as to enioy that kingdome with Chriſt 
| 2ur Lord , ve neither is there any thing in 
| this, which may be compared to the excel- 
| lency of ſuffering with him, and for him, Suffer 
| x" Ao with a good will, fince you are to be 
| crowned , for the ſame. For the afflictions 
| which you endure, come toyou bur as a fitt 
meanes , wheieby you may obtaine that 
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A Letwer of the Amuthour to a Cauallero his freind, 
He shewes bow that perſon who feeles bium{elfe 
gromvne could in ihe way of vertue , hail reaſon to 
apprehend it mwh, and to grere much, for the 
preſent all , arid fer the daunger wherein he us off | 
falling into greater mijcbeife ; awd namely of 4 | 
bardned bart which is ive next duore to bell. | 
ihat vjually this decay of ſpintt , growes either | 

| from ingrautude , or negligence, And lafily be 
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| | | | 
| HI E who in ſome former eyme, hath ſcene 
his ſoule, a proficient in vertue; and atthe | 
preſent findes it to be in decay, hath much cau- | | 
[ic ro be in paine, and to procure remedy , by 
ail the meanes hee may. For , if a man be 
apt to feeie the diminution wHich he may ſut- 
tcr, in his remporall good: ; how much more 
ought wee to apprehend the Uccay of the goods | 
| 


of our ſoule, which are goodes indeede 2 lob ſaid 
| wita @ deevetigh , that he wrined to be az he bad | 
| LEere . 12 (We tyne of 01S yeuth , win our Lerd Dre- 
| vected him , and when he made bis candle shme ones | | 
vs head, Theſe and other things , which he | 
| aftirined hi-nſclfe to hauc pofleſied before, and | = 
| were wantingto himthen,at the preſcat, muſt | 
rataer be thought to haue bcene ccrtaine choij- | 
ce, delighttuli, and deuout communications, 
which formerly kc tad recetued from God,and | 
| then were miſltny ; then that he was then in. ( 
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3 SPIRI'MVALL  Ep.n./| 
| preſent want of his former yertues, For ſince 
he gaue ſoe good account of himſcife, in that 
tyme of tryall, whichis true tyme whercia in- 
deede it may be ſcene, what ftrength one hath, |} 
acis found to haue had noe cauſe to coplaine, | 
1s if onr Lord did: n1t then protefl hm, or carry F1s 
12hr over him ;, and therefore he ſaith ypon the : 
tormerground , who will grant that I may be as | E 
| [ was before &c, ; 
Now if he complaine of this, what will 
that man haue reaſon to doc, who findes him- | 
ſcife waſting in pointe of vertue it ſelfe ; and | 
who perceiues that his toule goes eftraungin« | 
it ſelte by little and little not onely from thoſc 
communications which he had enioyed , and 
\ wherewith he comforted himſelre, in forme; 
tyme ; but cuen from the yery cnitody of God $ 
lawe, and from conformity with his holy will. 
 Andalthough this miſcheife be great, euen for 
the preſent , yet is it greater by much, fox the 
future loſſe , which may be feared, For a little 
fall, in relatron to a great one, lyes as cloſeasthe 


ceue doth to the holy day; and a5 neere he 15 to be 
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* vomitied out, who leades a life of tepidity. 
3 0 God, for his pretious paſſion , keepe cuery 
*N mortall man, from this miſery which isſo great 
mo vu. \ Þ,.. | asto make Saint Peter ſay , that ſuch men as they, 
14 ter. », | bad beene better, neer to Þaue knowne our Lord, then 
5 [7 | aſter they had knowne him , and walkedinhts Way, 


to hawe forſaken him and to hae betaken themſelnes to 
wicked courſes, And that was not without great 
| X . : k 

| miſtery, which ourlord ſaid to the man who 
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thou 4:twiele ; but take beede theu finne noe mort, 


had UCCcnc uck, Elgar and thirty yeares : Now 


lealt 4 worje thiag happen to thre, Theſe words are 
to be weighed, & feared withall, for they con- 
taine a rizorous threat, and are delivered by the | 
mouth of 1: 1t {cifc, and are wont many ty- 
mes, to be exccuted , ypon ſuch as feare him 
nor, nortakea courſe to preuent their failing | 
into them, 
There happens a wors thing to them, becau 
the {innes into which they fall afterward are 
more highly qualitycd, andnore deepe!yroo- 
ted, then the ftinnes committed in former ty- 
mes, As there is a difference betwcene a man 
when he falls witi his eyes open , and when | 
with his eyes ſhutt ; orbetweene a man wie 
hath vwitt, and yet doth the workes of a foolc, 
ard another, who cither hath no witt at all or 
very little; or berweene a man who ought his 
life ro another in the way of gratitude, and ſer- 
uice, for great fauours receiued, and another 
who had recetued nocſuch fauours, One thing 
it 15 to meet? the King in the ſtreete, & (tecing 
and knowing, who heis ),notonely to doe him 
noCercuerence , but to proceede irreuerently to- 
wards him; and another thing it 1s , not to 
know him at all,or not very well ; or ar leaſt, 
not to confider who it was, that palled, 

A great fauour it is which God doth to 
them, to whome he giues both the Knowledge 
of their ſinnes ; and of his diuine loue , but yet | 
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wichall he obliges them to much thereby ſince 
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be made, Andif it be ill done, notto pay good | 

with good; what will it be, to rende1 euiil fr 
good receiuzd, and to an{wearc with oftences 
inſtecde of Gekes ? 

l vere bappens a wors thing to them, ſincethey | 
are wont toſinne more, and with more faulty 
circumitances then before; and they come by 
little and iittle, towards a nes of bart; and 

{to dry themſeiucs vp, in ſuch fort, that they 
| arc not in diſpolition, to doe the good which 
they did bcſore ; I meanenor, kw they Were | 
ſoc proſperous , and happy in our Lord , bur | 
| even betorc that, when yet, he had not called 
| them to his ſeruice, Then doethey f1gh,though | 
it bewitha hard & vntoward hart,to obtaine a 
| litic {pirituall good againe, and they fnde it | 
|not, But that which they hnde is, That hea- 
uen is to them made of braſſe, and the earth 
of iron; for there is not a dropp of water to be | 
found, which may ſoften theirſoules, or yeild 
| them any fruite , whereby they may be fultey- 
incd. And they, whoein former tymes, were vi- 
| ſited & watered, with many good inſpirations, 
to whichrthey youchſafed not to an{weare, doe 
now detire ſome one, and cannot compalleir, 
Thus are negligent & faſtidious rich men pu- 
niſhed, by being killed with hungar; asthe rich 
"#6, 16' COUCLOUS MAN Wa afflifted with wad And it is 
not many myles, from this hardnes of hart to 
bell it ſelfe, fince the Scripture ſaith: It ſnail goe 
ill weth the bard bharied at "he latter day. And the | 
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when it 15 graunted by ourlord, as S, Bernard 
ſaich. Noe man of a Yard havt did ener obtaine {alua- 
tor, vuleſſe God, did in his mercy cuie him firſt, and 
| did take hs ftony bart from him , andyiue lim a bat 
| of fles , miſteede thereef, 
| Theſe are the journeys ends of thoſe wic- 
| ked ſonnes , who after that they were recei- 
| ued for ſonnes, and treated after that rate, dce 
jorgett their Lord bee poſſeſſed them , who wade 


Q 
them , and who created them. And he who trem- 


enough, that he is hard hbarted ; and hath rea- 
ſon to feare ſo much the more, as he fearcs the 
lefſe. And therefore Sir, let vs conhfider theſe 
things, as ſ1gnes of that, which is like to fol- 
low. When we ſce that the foundations of a 
wall fall away, it is tyme to apply ſome reme- 
| dy, ſince wee are aduertiſed of the daunger. 
Lett vs greately feare the gocing backward in 
| ſpiritt, of one onely day, & letr vs not ſuffer a 
detect, though it may ſeeme ſmall,to paſſe away, 
without puniſhment, And I ſay thoagh it ſeeme 


lomeof them begreater then other, 

Lett vs reſolue that this miſcheite proceedes 
from one of theſe two cauſes; either not being 
tvankefull for the good receiued, or being negli 


od . I = o - 
cent, in conſeruing it, Saint Bernard ſaith, That 
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being cured of this cuill, colts dcere, and it is a 
thing which is of great priuiledge and grace 


bles not at this , doth already giue teſtimony | 


ſmall, for in very deede,none at all is ſoe, for the | 
| | very leaſt of them doth ys much hurt, though 
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tne cauſe why God imparting great benefitts 
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to many, vithout euen ſoc much as their as- 
king, dot yer deny them other inferiour be. 
nefitts whica they asked afterwards, is becauſe 
they were wgraitsl! for taole greater bene- 
fires; and tnercby make chemſelues vnworthy 


| of the le{icr, Nor is itany new thing , that he 


who vics ill the great bicihing which he recci- 
ves ( as if there were noe 1 icede of takine T pat- 
nes, to conſerye caat which is already conien) 
fhould loole them. Sec tliat we mas no\y 
thanks. God againe, for tie benefitts which c 
haue recciued ; and let vs employ tacm well, 
/ forasmuch as now remaiacs inour por er ), 
leaſt wee viter!y looſe them all, and our ſelues 
with them, Lett vs be the more remiſle in 0- 
cher bulineſics , that {oe we may be actentiue 
to this, wita all our power, When a mand:ui- 
des his citate, into very any parts and pay- 
ments, it growes to bc in elect nothing. And 
he She hathrecciued pangeular olcfitngs from 
heauen may Content himſcite with keeping 
taem , and gO\ ing rich inthem, though he 
be not fo pr ofpe! ons inthe goods of this alorld 
If he hauc a minde tocomply very punctually 
with the de{irc of temporall riches, I feare that 
it will be ypon the price of ſomewii els 
witica 1s more worth, For the world 1s ſoe full of 
inalimnite, and our forccs'arc ſo weake , that 
wee are wks ſome litcle poorc candle , in the 
middeit of many windes, and if we Fail to bc 
= dtigent, tO Kecpcitin, they will blow it 
-. Fuchist he ao \ / of VS whoe liue 1n this 
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{heiter. And euery day wee doe the ſame, in 
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| exile, And therefore they, who hauc any brai- 
[nes, are wont to feare, and ligh , and groauc, 
[with defire to be gone from hence. 

| Make youaccount that this is yourcheife 
(cſtate, your honour your ſafety, and your lite; 
| and place your rigzat eye vpon this and your 
[left vpon other things. And if lomewhat mu!t 
needes be loſt, ler it be that , which will one 
| day be loſt, whether wee will or noe, how ca- 
refully ſocuer we may thinke to keepe it, And 
lett that remaine in ſafety , which, it our {elues 
|dce not looſe , wee 1hall be ſaved for cuer: 
[lacob diſpoſed of that wife and thoſe children 
| whom ic lealt loued, into the fro or foreward 
of his company , delvring, that if any ill accrden! 
| Should arrmme u might rather fall firſt Vpon them , 
| then vpon that wife and thildren which he loved 


{ 


| 


marſhalling the parts of our temporall eſtate, 
For wediſpoſe our {clues to looſe that which is 
| leſle, and to ſaue that which is more. 

| Lett vs therefore reſolue that it is better to 
haue a4 good conſcience, then much temporall 
riches; and to haue credit with God, then with 
man, and ſo in the reſt, And procuring to ap- 
peaſcour Lord, by penance , aud contelſton, 
for that which is patt, lett vs beginne to make 
new purpoſes; and lead a nexy life, with freth 
courage, being very much offended with our 
(clues, for hauing beene ſoe vngratefull, toour 
great benefaftour, and ſoe negligent in that, 
\which concerned vs moſt. Giue not ouner the 
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| exerciſes of penance, of prayer, of reading ſpi- | 
rituall bookes, of frequentation of the Sacra- 
ments, though you pertorme them but dryly, 
Bur abouc all lett there be noe want of humble 
prayer, and of a wounded hart, For our merci- 
: full Lord who ſtands expcCting, that we thould 
| goc towards him,to doe vs good, will come out 
vpon the way, to mecte vs; and will coucr ys 
cloſe with the mantle of his pitty , & goodnes. | 
| And will give ys new ſtrength , t1at now we! 
may againe, beginne to ſerue him, and procu- 
re nciv ineritts for his kingdome. I bcfecch his 
| diuinc Maieſty , that he may ſoc proccede yath 
you, for theeternall glory of his gooducs, 
| The bookes about which you aske , and | 
woich Itake to be conuenient foryou, are the} 
Confeſtrons, and Meditations of.'3. A ugnſiine * {the 
Moralls of S. Grezory ; the Summe of the miſterics of 
[ our faith by Tittleman , and Dianihus Caribuſianus, 
God almighty keepe you cuer, 
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A Leztier of the Authouy to a Eauallier his freind, 
phom ve perſwades to due his deyaty , which 1s 
to fight the hattailes of our Lord agauiſt the ene- 

| myof God, which is the ſelfe-will of man, 
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* Hauc vnderſtood the reaſons, 
FJ whereby you would perſwade 
d me, that it is more ſecurely firt 
RS tor you , to dwell in the Citty, | 
then in that cowne, And though 
Indeede they be ſubtile, yetthey doe not mo- | 
ue me much, For the molt certaiae of all 15 
| that , which wee doe, aftcr the example of | 
Chriſt our Lord ; and which vyce obtaine at 
his hands by prayer; and which weeſce clee- 
rely by experience , and not that, which on 
the other ſide, wee take to bee conuenient | 
for vs , through a meere humaine and per- 

happs a perperuall Kinde of judgment, Who| 
| can doubr , but that you , as being an Inha- 
bitant of that Citry , and withall a great | | 
fauourer of my meanenelle , and delfring 

much . that I ſhould continue to line taere, 
are both I#dve and witres, in your owne cau- | 
ſe. And therefore the tyme which you ſpenc 
| in ſeeking reaſons, were better employed, ypon 
making deuout prayers. Andit will happen to 
vou as Saint Bernard faith it doth betweene | 
the preacher and his -hearers , If thou wilt | 
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perfwaat , {aith he , thou muſ} doe it more by ſrebing 
then by exclaming, And though in that which 1 


A CC Ee ee RE oe 


$oe. of by paity , and foe feare leaſt Wc thoull 


have fail , mee thinks you haue committed 
ſome eicceſle; ; yet in another thing, you haue 
the better of it, and youedify mee ; Namely,in 
your hauing written three letters to mce, w ith- 
out hauing received any one an{weare of myne, 
I eltceme this tauour , as much more then ſpea- 


| King by word of mouth, asthere 13 diftcrence, 


| betweene teing, and faxing: And it is a thing, 
'W hich I defiremuch, at his hands who Viet oe 
rome. Forl fince ob many who are impatient 
| WIE mee, vPon this Occaſion; that I had rather 
they wrote not at all, then that they ſhould bc 
offended with mice be ſocne. And foe much 
of this. 

V\ harthall I now fay to you, or what ſhall I 
beg of you, fince you arc ſoe wack my good 
| Lord: ; out that ( foraſmuch as you arc a Caual- 
lier ol * honour, \ you reſolue to fight ; and that 

yOu ÞC not ca} lied by a Wronge naine , a thing 
from \ hicha chrittian ought molt to fly, he 
ſuch a one mult loue ſincerity, and be cha very 
thing, which he appeares to be. I know well, 
thar | the vigilancy of our mortail cnemy the 
deuill, is foe g1car, that, forthe drawing vs to 


gaine that, whica he hath loſt, hee will oiten 
mak: you tecie, [hat ihe life of man heere 09 eath, 
5 4 Cnitwinad warfare; and now and then will 
make you groane vader the aftliction of lits ex- 
| treme importunity , and cry out to our Lord, | 
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live in warre, I will put you in minde 10 what 
fort you are to wage it, that{oc you may ouer- 
come, For wee catinot expect , as a fruite of 
this warre, but cither great felicity , or great 
miſery; {ince the triumph of this victory is ro 


be, God pollefied for all eternity ;and the Jolle | 
by being vanquitied , is tae lolc, and that for | 


cuer, of almighty God. 


O that a man were able to tauader out [ce | 


ſtrong a voice, as that it might reach to the 
cares of all mankinde ; and might aſtonith 
taem with the feareof hell, & encourage them 


| wich the hope of heauen ! O you Sonnes of 
| Adam , how long will you be ſoc blinde as not 


to ſee this 2 how long will you be foe deate, as 


not to heare this ? how long will you beſoein- | 


(cnlible, as that this truta will not be able ta 


penetrate to the very loweſt, and molt inward. 


part of your harts? Teil mee ; why haue you 
rendred your ſclues ſoe baſely ,-vnder the tecte 
of your cnemies; and why doe youruanc after 
them, with your hands tycd vp, without cither 
teare or ſhame ? Dve you not know that hee ihe 
ſuffers b1mſelſe wo be onercome by finne, 15 taken pri- 
ſoner by the deuill > Dye 3ou nit knowe tÞa! the Yagts 
which ſinne giueth is death , both of body & ſoute 
1n hell, and that for all cternity 2 why doe you 


with your ſelfe ſoc ill, as to goe hunting after | 


from whome ſuccour comes, Dune wm pation, , 
| iCponde pro me. O Lord 1 jufjer v:olence , doe thow | : 
1n/weare for mee. And now lince you haue one 
already , who makes you remember that you | 
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| | Your owne miſchcite ;giuing ſtabs as it were to 

| Your owneſoules, by being ſoc mightily inra- | 
2ed for cuery little offence which may be offe- 
| red you? And why haue you not a feeling of | 
the loſle of God, & of his freindihipp ; fincc 
you haue ſoc quicke a ſence , when there is 
queſtion of alittle riches, or honour , which 
| | whether it be kept or loſt, it makes you, in 
very deede, neither more nor icfle? what will 
you an{weare in the day of vititation, and an- 
guith , which is coming towards you , when | 
thele {nadowes being palt , and this {moakc 
being vaniſhed , you thall be ſummoncd to | 
lcaue that fleth, which you loued foe much, 
and to forgoe this pretent world , which you 
ſoe eſteemed, and you ſhall be preſented before 
that rigorous Iudge, whome you will tinde 
ſoe much the more ſeucre againſt you ; as hc 

hath founde you lefle obedient to him? 

W hat would you hauec him doe ? would you 
have him know you for his Cauallicrs, you | 
who haue gone fighting in his cnemyes campe, 
on their ſide? And whilcit hee mainteyned you 
with his bleſſings, and euen with that yery 
life , whereby youliue, you would necdes obey | 

the lawes of his mortall enemy, when, the whi- 
le, youdeteſted his > what would you bhaue God | 
doc 2 would you haue him pay you for the ſcr-| 


uice which you haue not done ? Into what rea- | 
| ſonable minde can it lincke, that I ſhould ſerve! 
| ſonable minde can it {incke, that I ſhould ſeruc! 
| one man & demaund my pay of another 2 with | 
{| what colour can I, who haue offended aman; 
3 oe NE | | 


IR -— i Fs | 
mT— —_ 


_— 
. 
— — 
— 


—— 


{ 


—— 


oo ll. 


amr” Ct eu eee ene ene lt ecnu_=owmoco owa—_ÞwG@HyyQ"Y_n—u rukldwwr.  @# 1. Ar CEE. __ 


4 


— >. a A —_ 


" —_— 


EPISTLES. Ep.14. 103. 


CCC re ee. _ 


= 
aske himareward (when I hauedone) as of a 
faithtull ſeruant 2 Let vs nor be decciued, O | 
men, in this ; Noe man shall reape, but according to Gal. 16 
| that which be bath ſowen, He who joweth in fles, 2.Cor. | 
| sball re2pe corrnption ; and he who will reape life, | | 
| muſt ſow in ſpirut, for grapes grow not out of thornes, 
nor fig gs out of thiſiles, 
I had forgott my ſelfe for I was ſpeaking to 

| dead men, as if they were aliuc. \\ lar doth ir | 
profitt to ſound a trumpett to him whoe is in, 
the profundity of deafenes? what doth it pro- 
firt mee, to ſay Heare this, to mcn with whome 
it enters not,cuen by the very fir{t gates,of their 
| hart, Whar ſhall we doe,O Lord? tor now I ſee 
| that the threat which was made by the Prophet | 
Efay is ſulfilled, Hearing you shall beare, and not Eſw.6.| 
| vnderſiand, and ſeeing you shall ſee , and yetnot ſee. 
| For neither words nor ſcourges , nor ſweete | 
viage cann ſuffice to waken thoſe miſerable 
creatures out of their deadly ſleepe;till their end 
arriue, when they muſt heare the ſentEce which 
ſends them to Hell, and then muſt feele eternal 
| torments, without any remedy thereof. A great ſ 
miſery is this, & heeis happy, whome our Lord | | 
hath delivered from it; giuing him notice of his | 
| 

' 

| 

| 


<A—— 


— Cc }_._—T— —_ 


' wicked wayes, and a will to walke afterward, 
 inſuch as are good, Remember you therefore 
that day , wherein God called you, and know 
that then God opened your eares, and eycs, to 
the end that you might both ſee, and heare; as 
verely and as truly, as if he had cured ſome per- 
' fon, who had beene blinde, and dumbe, And | __ 
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|remembring it, giue great thankes for the ſame; 
ſince aguift was then giuen you, it you diſpo- 
[ſed your ſelfe well to receiue it, which is more 
worth, then all things els ; ſince freind{hipp 
| with our Lord, was giuen you, to which nde- 
| other thing may be compared. And lett the | 
(12ne of your true gratitude, be a faithfull care 
of perſeuering to keepe your eyes , and cares 
opentowards Almighty God, For hee would | 
il be much more blame-worthy , w ho ſhould fall | 
wh when his eyes were open, and might ſce that | 
| | hee were falling; then another whoe had noe | 
\N eyes in his head, It is one thing for a ſoule to 
'F/ doe abſurd things ; anothcr thing , for a man, | , 
|#; who is of iudgment. And ſoe the fall of onc, 
I whome our lord hath rayſcd, and placed vpon 
his feete , and giuen him light, wherewith to 
ſee; is more diſfpleaſing to his diuine Maicſty ; 
thenthey which he tooke, bcfore they knew 
or loued God. 1 beſcech you therefore admo- 
nith thoſe new Caualliers of the king of hea- 
uen, that they vndertake not this bulines in 
eſt, ſince both the puniſhment of negligence, 
and the reward of due care which is taken in | 
2 it, is noe matter which indeede endureth ieſt. 
God is a great Lord, and he will beſerued with 
much diligence; and bec inflicted noe lefle pu- 
nithment wvpor the ſloathfull [eruant , then 19 caſt 
| him bound , hand, and foote , intoexteriour darkenes; 
| which ſignifiesa being excluded , from all the ' 
bleſſings of God,and of his hoyyle. 


| And lince to the end that wee may be fauorits 
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| with an nca:thly king, and to ACquirc the pollel- | 
 fion of a little carth, there is a neceſſity of ta- 
king care, of w atching , of troubles , yea and 

 ſometymes, euen of ſhedding bloud ; lett not | 
them grow faint , in the combat; hace God | 


tht ae II JI—_ 


| 

| 

whoſe caulſc it is, will be their captaine in the ; 
ſtrength of whe arme , they thali infalibly | : 
' goe victorious out of the fad; | 
Thc enemy whome they are to ouercome, | 

and the Cirttic which they arc to ſubcue, is their | | 
owne proper will, Let them place that well, be- || | 


fore thetnſclues; and again{t thar, Iett chem Je- 
uell ali their ſhott;and to that Ict them ſay, 1 huu | 
art the ErEMY of God , ince thou Geo eff that n ie 
1 _ to bim , and therefore then art my tnc- 
my. For I wiolly belong to G:d. I am thc frend of 
ho "WP ; and the enemy of þ:s enemper, 1 w ll 
bang nae peace with thee , that fie 1 may haue noe ol 
| Waire With God, Lett Gld wage 11, my hart , and f 
ot myne oVvne diſordered will, 1 ul conerne my | | 
ſelfe according to that, which hee conmmaunds , and 
not accmding to that I [;ft. 'C will bro ef my Go | | 
that hee will te pleaſed to sbew nice bs bely it | 
and that shall be my lawe, thouzh myne owne wall ; 
world faine bhaue it otherwiſe. Let it Paine mee 0 | 
let it pleaſe mee, I am reſolued lotyemy fe: fe ſalt lo 
God , hace beſides that I owe to him other wije ; : be 
Was {xfned to the Croſſe for mee. Na) I am vndone 
if I 2ce not to him ,, ſince all ihat which comes nut 
bs him þ ecre , with [ "Ke; Shall be den: ded (rom bim, | 
1 the next life, by bis hate, Let it coſt me my bloud, | 14% 
ſoe that 1 may not looſe my God, bu! 7 that I may heave | 
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; this word from hu bleſſed mouth, Renoyce thow good 
and faithfull ſeruant , enter thou into the 1oye of 
thy Lord, In fine , all that which paſjes 1s very 
Short ; and all this is temporall ; and the reſt eter- 
nall ; all this is light , and that, is fall of waight. 
| And therefore let vs ſay from the hart , with Da- 
1 26-| uid, One thins haue 1 deſired of our Lord, aud that 
will I ſeeke , that I may dwell m the howſe of ony 
1 Lord for ener. And lett this be our concluſion, 
that heauen did neuer coft deare. Our Lord 
graunt it to you ,, and tovs all , cuecn by his 
owne deare bloud, Amen. 
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| 4 Letrer to a great Lord wherein he | 
treates of che knowledge of God, 

1 :- | dj / AER p ! 
and of a man's ſelfe ; and how he 


| WAS 70 Proceear towards bis wal. | 


cd 6 


| ſails. : 


| 
| T HE peace of our Lord Ieſus Cl:rif} be cur * 


remayning with your lordihip, The aoly | 


ſaying, Grannt tome, O Lord,thail may know the 
| Ky that [ may know my ſclfe Theſz t[WOoARAUCc thi ings, | 
which we mult all defire, and noe man is to be | 
found without them, vnleſſe withall he declare | 
to be found without ſaluation. The temple le of , | 
Salomon contiſted of two partes; Both fthem! | 
were holy, bur yet one of thempyas more holy 
taenthe other: Chat parte which waz lelie Mc 
lywas thc way, to the other, which was more 
holy. The fr(t 1 IS the knowledve of « mans leite;; | 
which ccrtainely is a holy thing; & it is the w vay | 
| tothat Sana $lefleren wlhichs: is the knowledee ! 
| of God; where our Lord makes an{weare 10 our | 
demaunds, and remedies our neceſlitics; and 
\ where we finde the fountaine of life, For this, 
faith our Lord , is true life , that wee know thee, aud | 
Whome tou haſt ſent , Teſus Chriſh, _ 
But now, this ſoe high thing , namely the | 
knowledze of Godt] is not tO be obtained , without 
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that other , which ſeemes ſoe lowe , namcly 
the knowledze of ones ſelfe. It 15 moſt certaine, 
that noe iman euer ſaw God, valc{lc firit he 


knowing himſelfe , which makes vs thinke 


baſcly ot our {clues. | 
Among{t all the other fauours of our Bicl- 


ſed Sauiour, there is noc doubt, bur that his dif- 
ciples would be {tanding to looke at him, with 
exceeding great guſt , whillt he was aicending 
vp to heauen vpon Aſcenſion day, lince there 
was noe remedy , but that they mult needes 
forgoe his conuerſation ; that conuerſation 
which can carry noe diſguit withit. And they 
found great comfort,in looking vpon the way 
by which he paſled, and towards theplace to 
which he went, But what did our lord com- 
maund them ? Not certainely, that they ſhould 
{ be {till caſting vp their eyes to heauen, though 
that ſcemed to be an excellent thing ; Bur he 
faid thus to them ; You men of Galilee , why doe 
| you fland louking vp to heaven? Giuing vs there- 
by to vnderſtand, that although it be avery ſa- 
uoury thing, to looke towards God, yet it con- 
cernes vs alſoe to ſtudy our {clues Firſt for the 
reuerence which wee owe to God ypon who- 
me we cannot looke, but with great confulton, 
conlidering how vnworthy we are thereof. 
And ſecondly , becauſe when a man forgetts 
himſelfe,' he is inſtantly apt to become wan- 
ton; & not ſceing his owne faultes,andfrailty, 
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| ſaw himſelfe. Noris it ſafety for any man, to | 
fly high , valeſſe he haue the counterpoyle of | 


| 
| 


i 
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he growes to iooſe all holy feare andheproo- 


 uerne himſeltelike aman , nor doth he ynder- 


{tand , or pollefle hindſelle: but whylelt he is 


_—— 


ues light, and giddy, like a ſhip which being 
without balliit, looſes the ankar , when any 
rempelt riſes, ind the end thereof is to be car- 
ried hither & rhither , till at laſt it be brought 
ro ſutter wrack, I neyer ſaiv any ſoule remai- 
ne in ſafety, but by the knowledee of it ſelfe. Noe 
building can be ſure without "deepe founda- 
tion; nd that tyme is well imployed , which 
is ſpent vpon the reproofe of a man's owne 


ſoulc. Its full of profitt, towards the amend- | 


ment of our faults, if we will examine them. 

Vihat kinde of ching i is a man who examines 
not, and knowes not himſelfe but a howſe 
without a window ; but the ſonne of ſome 
widdow ill brought vp, who for want of cor- 
rection , is growne wicked; but a meaſure, 
withour all meaſure , and rule , and which the- 
reforeis afalſc meaſure. And finally, what is he | 
but a man, whoe is indeede noe man 2 For he 
who condi not himſcife, doth neither go- 


able to tell many ſtoryes of other C Ea he 
can giue noe account of himſelfe, at all, Theſe 
are they ; who hauing forgotten themſelues, 
take ſuch paines to vnderſtand the liues of 
others; and hauing ſhut vp their eyes to their 
owne detects, haue yet more then a hundred 
eyes open , which ſtand in continuall watch 
ouer the errour of other folkes. Theſe arethey, | 


who obſcrue, and agorauate the errours of 
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| acir nelgnvours, and neglect their owne, tor 
{ i regard thoſe errours of others are belzeld by 
them, more continually, & more ciotc at hand ; 
ey ſceme greater to them, then their owne , 
| vp6 which they neuer loc ke bun from ftarre of; 
| & foe, hoyy great ſoeucr they bein themſe.ues, 
tency ſceinelittle to them. From hence it procee + 
; des, that in their conuerſation, they are foe in- 
tratzbie, and ſoerigourous; for init atter the 
race of their hauing noe conl:deration of titeir 
| one 121firmities , they haue noe compallion of 
others. 
| Tneueryetſaw man, who was curious inthe 
colideration of himſelfe, who would not alſoe, 
ealtly pale ouer the fault of another; and whar- 
focuer that man be, who is ſeucre againſt an9- 
ther when he falls, gines ſtrong euidence, whe- 
redy it is proued that he conliders nor his owne 
defects. Soe that , if wee defireto fly, from this | 
foe daungerous kinde of blindenes, we mult | 
be fure to view & reuiew; what kinde of things 
| our {clues are, that ſoe when we finde how mi- 
' ſerable we be, we may cry out for remedy , to, 
our jor ie{1c, Becauſe indeede, hee is leſrs, that | 
is to ſay a Sauiour ; but yet of noc other , then | 
ſuci as know , and bewaile their owne miſe! 
ries, 2nd who rcceiue { indeeds, if they canzand, ! 
in defire , it they cannot ) the holy Sacraments of | 
the Church, that ſoe they may be cured and fa | 
ued, And although for the making vs know onr | 
ſelaec, God, and his Saints, haue declared, many | 
and many things to vs, yet he whoe fhail | 
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attentiuely behould that which he may ob- 
ſerue to paſle within his owne hart, will inde 
ſve many things for which he muſt deſpiſe him 
(cite, that, with horrour, he will cry out, from 
the bottome of that Abille, and ſay , there is noe 
end of my miſertes. | | 
W hois he that hath not crred,in thoſe things 
| wherein he thought him ſelfe molt ſure? who 
hath not deſired, & ſearched after things, as c6- 
cerning that they were good for him ; which 
yct afterward, he found to be full of prejudice: 
Who will preſume to know any thing, ſince he 
hath becne deceiucd innumerable rymes? what 


S. Paule tells vs2 and this comes to paſle, be- 
cauſe we know nor ſoe much as what is good, 
for our ſelues , as it happened euento the ſame 
S. Paule, Who begging of God, that he would 
| free him from a particular temptation , concei- 
ucd that he had asked a right; but it was giuen 
| him to be vnderſtood, that indcede he knew 
not what he asked , nor ſoc much as what was 
| good for him.And now who will put cohdence 
in his ability, to know cucn foe much as whart | 
he ſhould Iud ge, 8& dere RE 
lince- he, whome the holy gheft inhabited , did 
 askethar, which was not good for him, to ob- 
taine, Certainely,our ignorance mult needes be | 
very great, fince we erreſoe ofts in thoſerhings, | 
wherein it imports vs ſoc much not to erre, 


thing is more blinde, then a man, who Knowes | 
notſoe much, as what heis to aske of God, as | 


| 


| } 
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_Bur now though ſometymes,our lord ſhould 
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| (>ch'ys to know what is good, yet who doth 


—_—. 


pot {c#, how very great our weakenes is; and 


| how we fall flat vpon our taces,in thoſc things, 


wherein it concerned vs to "ef vp right, To 
whome hath it not occurred many tymes , to 
propound itie docing of ſomc good thing, and 
yet to hnde lbife- oucrthrownre and OUcr- 


| nes with reares in oureycs, and we purpoſe to 
 refraine thematfterward, and yet, euen whillt 


tlie {ame teares are Rill we tt vponour cheeres; 


ſome neiy occaſion of finne is offered, and wee- | 
ping becauſe we fell , we commit that very 
thing, for which wc may hauc cauſe to w cepe | 
a7ainc z receiuing the body of our lord Ie{ns- 
| Corift , with much cauſe of being confounded, 

for the' irrcuerence which we haue committed, 

O 

 harboured his pretious body in our boſorhes, | 

h happ ens fometymes, that by ſome finne,, we 
 Crive his grace out Tour ſoules ,W hat carc is 
foe we whe: and light, which chaunges ſoc of- | 


Somerymes merry Es ſymctymes ſad now. 
dcuour, and then diſtrated; now full of defire 
cending to heauen , and in following the. 
world, ad eucn dropping downe to hell. Now 
hee Serves a thing , and inſtantly he loues 
that , which he ebhomwed. He calts yp tiat 
which he had eaten, becautc he four:d it charge 
hicſtmack, and preſently he eates it vp againe, 


S it 


| For the ty me hauing beene bur ſhort, ſince we | 


| 


ten, vpon the warning of all windes, as wee? | 


| 


| 


=) 


come, by that whercin he tooke hirſcife to be 
moſt invincible. To day wee lament our fin- | 


| 
[ 
| 
| 
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\asif he had not caſt it before. What tning can 
there be, withſuch variety of coulours in it, as | | 
'1man who 15 made after this ſort 2 what Image 
[can they painte with ſoe many faces, and ſoc 
many tongnes , as this Kinde of man ? How 
wuely {aid lob, Man newer rewaines m oneand the tail 
ame (late. And the reaſon heereof is becauſe he 
15 4&5 07 duit 2 and his life, a winde. Now what | 
afort ſhould-hee bee , who would ſecke for 
any repoſe or reſt, berweene duſt, and winde? 
[1 doe not thinke that there could be a more 
| hedious thing, thenif we were able to diſcerne 
to how many feuerall diſpolitions one man is 
ſubiect , inone onely day. His whole life is a 
very malle of mutability, and frailty, And thar, 
which the ſcripture faith, agrees well to him, fect. 27 
Cie fucle 15 4s channoeable a3 tne Moone. | 

But now what remedy ſhall wee finde hee- | 
reof? Certaincly we can haue none better then 
to know our ſelues for Lunaiichs, And, as in 
former tymes they carryed a Luratich perſon to 
| our Lord leſ#s Chriſt, that he might cure him; 
| ſoe lett vs goefor cure, totheſame lotd leſus, | 
| The ſcripture ſaith, that the evll jprritt tormented | 
| [hat man , and that ſometymes he Caſt him into the | 
fre, and ſometymes into the water ; and the very 
ſame happens to vs, Sometymes wee fall into | 
the fire of couctouſnes, of wrath, & of enuy; 
at other tymes into the water of carnality , of 
repidity , and of malice. And if weeconlider, | 
vpon how large accompts wee {tand obliged 
to almighty God , forthetymepaſt; and how b 
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SPIRIEFTALL Ep.15. 
little amendment there is in the tyme preſent, 
we will be ſure to ſay , and we may doe it with 
much truth, Theſorrowes of death haue enmroned | 
mee, the dangers of be'l have hemmed men, 
O danger of hell , which is ſoc mightily 
| tobetcared | And who is not hce, that will not 
watci with a hundred thowſand cyes, that he 
may not be put to welter in that profound 
Lake ; where hee {hall eternally bew aile the 
_ temporall delight , which he hath vnlawtully 

enioyed 2 who will not take carc of his way, 
leaſt otherwiſe he be found wadering trom all | 
| happines?where are the cyes of that man, who 

{ces notthis 2 where arc his cares, whoe heares 
| Not this 2 where is his pallate who taſtes not 
; this? It is acleare teſtimony of death , not to 
| pertorme the actions of life, Our flinnes are in- 
| numerable, ourfrailties arc grcat, our enemies 
| Ar ſtout, crafty, and many; and they hate vs 
home. That whereof wee arc in queſtion , is 
 cither the gayning or looling of God, forall 
| eternity. How comes it then to paſſe, that in 
| the middeſt of ſoe many dangers, we can eſtec- 
me our ſelues ſecure; and vnder the weight of 
ſoe many woundes, we doe not fecle the paine 
thereof? why ſeeke we not for ſome remedy, 
beforethe night ſteale ypon vs, and before the | 
gates of all ſuccour , be ſhutt vp againſt vs? 
"OF when thoſe fooliſh virgins ſhall cry out, and it 
25. | {hallbeanſweared thus, | know you not. 

r. Cor, | Let vs therefore know our ſelves, and we | 
i. Tihall be knowne by almighty God. Lett vs 


—— 
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indz2e and condemne our ſelues, and foe we | 
(ha;l be abſojued by almighty God. Lett vs | 
place our eyes vPon our owne faultes, and foe 

| there will be mercy enough for vs, & to ſpare. 
Lett vs confider our owne miſeries , and we 
ſhall lcarne to haue pitty ypon thoſe of others; | x, 
For as the ſcripture ſaith, By thar wh.ch 1m thy | 1. 

{cl;e , th:2u $halr come to know that which u m thy 
ne1zhbonr, If 1 fee my ſelfe fall ſometymes by 
fraiity, I ihall chinke that it may happen ſoe to 

my neighÞour, and as I ſhall begladd to haue | 
my fault pictied , ſoe will I haue pittie ypon 

other men, When my berters doe me a disfa- 
| uvour which T fecle much, I muſt thinke that | 
| my inferiours will be troubled aftcr the ſame 


manner, it I disfauour them, If 1 be ſadd, I | 


tet. 


celire comfort ; and my neighbours caſe is the 
ſame. I am troubled at an ill word which was 
ſpoken to mee, and I ſay. Chat T am made of flesV 
| und not of iron; & this ſerues me fora proofe,that 

| my neighbour is alſoc made of fleih, & feeles 
tne like affliction, yponthe like occalion. The 
Il coditions of fome men,giue me trouble; and 
| with that they would mend them , that foe | 
| they may not occaſion mee to finne , and my 
neighbours detire the ſame of mee, Wee are all 
made of the ſame mettall, & there is noe better 
rule by which F may live with my neighbour, 
then to marke attentively , that which palles 
within my ſelfe, ſince hee, and I, are one. 
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( 116  SPIRITTALL Ep. 15. 
{kn1wiedzr of Chriſt our Lord to be releiued by 
Mas.s.| him, For the merciful, shall obiaine mercie, But 
otherwiſe, he will heare that, which the {crip- 
ture ſaith, He whoe shutts his eare azatnſt the voyce 
of the poore-, that man shall cr; out , and not bee 
heard, 

A!l man kinde is poore; nor is there any 
| one of rh;at race, waoe is not ſubicct to ſome 
| neceliitie. Lett vs conlider well,it we be deate 
" to the miſcries of others, for ſoc will God be 
Mat.7. to ours, Let noe manthinke, that Chriſt our 

Lord, w1ll meaſure (0 Vs With Ay other meaſnre, 
en cs ws meaſure to others. T.ctt noc man thin-| 
ke, that he ſhall obtaine pardon , it he afford | 
[not pardon, Tie vntoward man, ſhall meete 
wita vatowardnes;the troubleſome man, with 
troubles; the offenſfiue man, with iniuries, and 
the charitable-man, with mercy. For, toſowe 
'thornes, with a man's neighbour; & tothinke 
' of gathering figges , at the hands of God, is 
wholly impoſſible, 
| Now becauſe we conlider not this , there 
are very few whoe finde themſclues entertey- 
ined ; by aimighty God with ſweetenes ; and 
thereare many who complaine, that God for-| 
getts torelciue their miſeries ; and they mar- 
uaile how hee can ſend them ſuch {torc of trou- 
bles, both within , and withour ; cſpecially 
lince his very name, is, Merciful!,and the shewer 
of mexcies; and liace he inuites men to ſeeke for 
ſuccour at his hands, They beg, they ſcekes 


and they finde noe remedy ; and from thence 
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Ep. 15. 

comes their complaint, Bur if they were not 

| deafe to that law , which God publithed in his 

ghoſpell, ſaying, with the ſelfe ſame meaſure, whe- 
| yew:th you meaſure to others , it shali be meaſured |M.- 


| to you agame , they would plainely ſce , that 
themſclucs are they, whoe are wanting to their 
| neighbours, and conſequently are wanting to 
| God in their perſons ; and thercforc it is, that 
' God may {ceme to bee wanting to ti.cm, Let 
them complaine in themſelucs, in that the) 
| haue noe charity with their neighbours, For 
God, is full of Charirie, for hiÞarte; bur it is 
'not reaſon, nor will hee exerciſc it , towards 
ſuch, as are wanting 1a it to their neighbours, 
And if at any tyme he impart temporall bleſ- 
ings, toſuch a one as is vacharitable towards 
others , what good will thoſe bleſſings doe 
| that wicked man, if withall he looſe him(elfe, 
| But God will not giue him any ſuch thing, as 
may make him indeede the better by it , but 
vpon condition that he carry himſelfe as he 
ought towards his ncighbours, 

Let vs therefore know our ſelues, and !ctt vs 
be towards others, as we deſire, they thould 
be towards vs; and ſoc lct vs paſle on towards 
the knowledge of God, and from the Sant. 
to the Santts Santlorym. And lett vs lift VP 
oureyesto our Lord , whoe was placed vpon 
the Croſſe , for our ſaluation, and in him wee 
| ſhall diſcerne, both more, & greater bleſſings, 
then wee diſcouered miſeries in our ſelues. 
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And if by thinking what we are , we grow 
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(fadd, through the conſideration of our orei- 

| we | 
| ous finnes paſt , and through the daungers 
whica are-at hand; we thall be refrethed by | 


looking vpto him, when, wee contider, boti : 
how truly,and how ſuperabouadantly he payd | 
that, which we owe, & purchaſed chat ſtregth | 
for vs, whereby we might ſubdue our enemyes, | 


| 
| 
| 
It is he who ſccures vs, but, vypon codition, | 


that wee relye on him, And what O Lord, 
thall heefeare, who followes thee 2 At what 
{h1il he tremole, wao loues thee? Who ihail 
be avic to (ett vhon that man, whoe takes thee | 
for his deicnce? How {hall the deuill be able to 
| carry him away, whois incorporated in thee? | 
| Or how {hall the eternall {ather forbeare to louc 
| that creature, whome hee perceiues to be in his 
SGne,as the b14aunch 1s in the vines Or how thall 
the /cnne faileto loue that man, whome he per-| 
cciues to loue him? Or how thall the Holy ht | 
forfake that creature, whoe is tne teple , which | 
himſelf inhabits? we polleſſc greater benefits in. 
Chriſt our lord, then weeare full of miſcries in 
| our ſelues ; and we haue more cauſe of hope | 
when wee behould him, then of diſtruſt when 
we caſt our eyes vpon our ſ{elues, Nor 1s there 
any coforr, or reſting place for ſuch a one as is 
diſcoforted in himſeife, but to looxe vp to. 
this [e/#z, vpo the Croſſe; whome God ordayned 
for the remedy of all ſuch as inould be wour- 
| ded, with thebitting of ſpiritual ſerpErs. For as 
 anciently God commaunded that they thould | 
_. erect a Serpent of bralle ; that ail ſuch a ſhould | 
bchould ir, might be cured of the wound of | 
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thoſe corporall ſerpets,ſo he who thall behould | 
Chriit our lord, with faith & [our, shall liue,and 
he, on the other {ide , who behoulds him nor, 
$hall not faile rodye, He who findes himſelf all | 
afflicted, & wounded, ſhalberefreihed,it he loo- 
ke vp hither, asDauid did, whe he ſaid, My ſole, 
was troubled within mee, & therefore wi'l | remeber |P/. 41 
thee, theland of lordan,c> Hermi, 77 the linlebill, 
| Hee who behoulds himſelfe , and there di{- | 
couers ſoe many abhominations, 15 troubled at 
himſelfe, and he hath reaſon. And not finding | 
one hourc exactly well ſpent in his whole life, 
bur ſeeing his {innes to be many & great, & his 
o0o0d deedesto beſo few, &weake what ſhould 
he doe but be troubled, when he findes himſelfe 
 ſoe vnable to make a good accounte, before foe 
ſtrict a Iudge? Only he muſt remEberChriſt our | | 
lord, colidering what he wroughtin the land of | 
lerdan, & vpon thatlittle bill; and bewayling his. 
linnes, and receiuing the holy Sacraments , hee 
mult liue in obedience to the commaundemets 
of God, and of his Church; and ſoc asaſonne,he| | 
may hope for the inheritance of heauen. 
He muſt alſoc call to minde, that which was 
wrought by our lord inthoſe hills of Hermon, 
which aremany & in thelittle hill alſoe.W\ hich 
whether it be that of Horeb, where God gave 
the lawe, or whether it be ſome other hill.dorh 
not ſoe much import vs, who are Chriſtians ; 
whoſe vnderſtanding leſws Chriſt hath ope- 
ned towards the concciuing of the ſcriptures, 
and he ynderſtands them , who vnderſtands' —_| 
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Chritt our Lord in them, who is ſhutt yp the- 
ein, asa graine of cornc may be , in an care, « 
2r as vine, 15 in the grape. And thercforethe. 
end of our law is Chrilt our Lord ; for all the 
lawe reſts in him. The bills of Hermon , both 
they which are within the land of promiſe, 
and without it, as alſo the liitle bill , doe all 
ftiznity but one hill, which may inſtly be ſoid ro 
be a lztile one, and to be of Hermon, And this 1: 
Mount Caltary , where our reccmption. was 
wrought , by the thedding of the blood, of rhe 
{onne of God. 
| Now to the end that wee may know c, how | 
well this name may be applyed to Mount (ale | 
ary, itisto be vnderſtood that Hermon ſ1yni- | 
hes malediCion. And how can Momnt C-luar) 
be better expreſſed, then by the name of 1ale- 
diction ; fince it was the place to which they car- | 
ryed malcfactours to be executed; whome the 
ſcripture calls accurſed, becauſe they were to be 


. 
_ 


ſoe punithed. And becauſe Chritt our Lord | 


ſaw , that we wctrec to be accnr;jed and adiudged 
to cuerlalting maled:fron , hee was pleaſed, 


through the immenſenes of his Charitie , to |} 
take our maled:1ons ypon himſelte , I meane | 


the puniſhment of our finnes, that ſoe his be- 


neciction might deſcend on vs. S. Pavle, exprel- | 
ſes thus much after this manner. Ch1iſt wa: | 
made malediftion that ſo bis bened:&10n might 6+ | 
communicated to the Gentiles, He was bleed, and | 
we were curſed : But now the calc is altered, | 
and we chaunge perſons , with one another, | 
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He tooke the Lace ot thc accuſed , , 1n ' being wy 


tormented vpon the Coſj», which was dew to 
vs; and wee are admitted to the freind [hip of | 


nt Je” "Eg — —_ 


God, 2nd to be his ſonnes, and the inhericours 
of the kingdome of heauen, with athowtand 
other beredictions, which came from our Blej- 
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{ed lord leſw uhnift in whome they remai:c 
| for cucr, 

O wonderfull exchaunge! thar life ſhould 
| dye, to the end that death may liue, Bened:Gt:on | 
is Wſed , thar ſoe maledit{:on may be bleſſed. 4 
The found maa is wounded, that foe the woun- | 

| ded mani may be cured, The fynnc 15treated as | 
2 /lane, that ſoe the ſlave may be adopted for a. 

| ſonnc. They molt cruclly handlc him who de- | 
(crues all pitty ; and ul ihe fauour and Regalo | 
falls vpon that perſon , who deſerued hell. In 
ne what {hall we ſay: They apprehend the in- 
nocent, and they releaſe the guilty. The uſt | 

| mat1 payes tor {innes, Lnnocency 15 codemned, 
and tnc wicked man is tuſtified. W har Gid 
Chriſt our lord chooſe for himſeite: Our at flic- 

| tions, and our miſcries, to be his recreations & | 
delights, Whar ſhall wee fay to ſucha charity | | 
as this; but that we are to praiſe and blefle this 

{ lord, "gy and night, who hath wrought our 
redemprion; and aluarion by a way, W hich put 
him to ſoc much coſt. 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
This is indeede that hill of Hermon , that 


little byll : and this ſoe truly, 45 that he was cſtce- 
med by the relation of the Prophett Eſay , for 
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| Lord himſelte faith . [ am 4 Worme and noe matl 


| -ut the dishonour of men, and the ahaſement of the 
| people. O thou honour of men , and angels! 
and how canſt thou be the diſhonour gf men? 
Thou , who art the aduancement of thy peo- 
ple , and who arr the glory both of heauen 
and carth , what could make thee grow to 
be the abaſement of thy people , but onely thine 


{ owne great Charitie, For thou to honoug vs, 


didft endure ſoe great diſhonour, that as wee 


| 
are wont to ſay of ſome very baſe vnworthy 


| man, that he diihonours his whole ſtocke, 
 ſoe did they alſoc fay of thee , that thou d15h 0- 
| nonred(t the whole race of mankinde, Bee thou 

Blefled without end. For all the honour, 
which all the race of mankinde pofleſles , co- 

mes from thee, and through thee, Thou gauelſt 
it by the coniunction of thy ſelfe ro them, ma- 
| King thy ſclfe man , and dying for men and 
exalting them to an equallity with Angells, 
and cuen with Seraphis, if themſelues will; 
and ordeyning , that the ſonnes of finnefull 
Adam , they may become the ſonnes of God. 
and the heres of thy Father , and cohbeyres with 
thee 3 as being thy bretheren , and yer thou; 
| O Lord, art called the dis honour, and abaſement 


| of the people, Thou didſt abaſe thy ſelfe O Lord 


to exalt ys ; thou didit abaſe thy ſelte belowe 
all men , that thou mightelt rayſe ys , abouc 


| the Angells. 


WW hat shall wee rendcr to thee O Lord, 
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for ſoe great fauours ; but oneiy that we mult , | 
tenderly , and profoundly knowe , that it | 
wee haue any thing , it wee be firt for any | | 
ching , and if we be any way acceptable to | 
almigaty God , it is wholly by thce ; And | 
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wee mult yeild thee all thankes , and praiſe,” 
for that thou being what thou art, wouldelt | 
yer vouchſafe to offer thy felte ro ſufferance 

of ſoe ogrcat afflictions , for ſuch wretched 
{things , as wee are, Thou diminiſhedlt thy 
ſcife in thar (:rtle bill , that thou mighrelt 
[exait vs to that great hill, Thou dyedlt 
on Mount Caluary , TO the end tiat vice 
[might live in the mountaine of heauen, And 
by tie malediftion which fell VpOn thee tie- 
ce , thou diddeſt purchaſle , and thou wilt | 
impart to vs that happy benediction of vine. 
Come you bleſJed of my father , prſſeſſe , the F49%- 
dome which 15 prepared for you. They curſed | 
thee , O Lord , and thou bleſſedit vs. Thy : | 
' death gies vs life , and thy affliction , eaſe; 
Since thou wert content to be zwdzed , it is 
reaſon that thou alſoc be our Iadzr, Lett 
vs therefore rcioyce ſince hee who loues vs | 
ſoc much , is to be our ludze; and wee will | 
oe confidently to wdgment , ſince tie Iudze 
is of our owne flesh and bloud. 

If wee know not what wee may: doe, | 
F | for the plcaling of Almighty God , Ilett vs 
| |looke yp to Chrift our Lord, and he will | 
teach vs mceekenes , from that Croſſe. Who | 
being amongſt wicked perſons, did not curſe | | 
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himſelfe, though he had power enough , ouer 


| Chriſt our Lord himſelfe . shall free him, Aud if. 


them , who curſed him ; nor did he revenge 


ſuch as did him miſcheife : He deſpiſed honour, | 
and to berich, and to be regaled. And to obcy_ 
the will of his father he offered himſclfe to 
the Croſſe, Hee who wants knowledge , let 
him come to heere this Doctour, as he is (it- | 
ting in this Chaire, He whoe will heare a good 
ſermon , let him come to Chriſt our Lord, | 
being in the pulpirt of the Cre, and he ſhall 
be free from errour ; becauſe Trath which is 


wee be chaungeabte, and weake, in working, 

let vs looke ypon this author of our faith, and | 
ſee how he is nayled to that Croſſe , both hand | 
and foote ; and that immoueably, to the end 
that, by his grace we may be conl{tant , & per- 
ſeuerant in docing well, He who will goe to 
Chriſt our Lord , for the cure of his incon- 


of Anna, the mother of Samucll, of whome ir is 
ſaid; That she turned her countenance noe more tc= 
wards ſeuerall wayes. He who dwells in Chriſt 
our lord, doth not wander hither and thither, 
but ſtands faſt in goodnes , according to the 
Scripture which faith, that ſuch a one 15 ener cleere, 
like the funne ; and that bis light is net diminished, 
For hee who is in Chriſt, participates of Chriſt, 
And fo as Chriſt's l#{t , he is alſoc 1«f, if Chriſt 


ſtancy , ſhall obtainea perſeuerance , like that | 


be firme; he is alſoe firme, though in a farre in- 
feriour degree. For,as in one body, there is but 


one ſpit, which diffuſes itſelfe , through all 
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the partes of that body, and they all live by 
one humane life; and not one of them by the 
life of a man, and another by the life obs [yon, 
| or any other beaſt , ſoe allthey who are in 
| Chriſt ourlord, live by his FA as the braunch 
lines by the life of the vine , and as the members 
| liue, by the head. And hee who pollelles this 
| Sp111t, is like to Chriſt our Lord, and partakes 
of his conditions ; although ( as f ſaid ),it bein 
a farre inferiour degree. "And hee who hath 
not the {p1-it of Chrilt; let him kearken to S. | rom,g. 
Paylc who faith , If anyman bane not the ſpirit of 
Criſt, that man is not of Chriſt. 

Lett a man therefore view and reuiew | 
himſelfe, to ſee if he finde a conformity of his 
ſoule, with that of Chriſt our Lord ; and if 
. hee haue it, it will be eaſy for him to keepethe 
commaundements of Chriſt, ſince hce is of 
? the ſame condition with him, And though he 
b\ be not yet , of conformity with Chritt lett 
him goe to Chriſt, and beg his ſpirit of him, | 
whereby he may be {trengthned, according to 
that which Dauid delired , thus , Confirme wit | 
with thy principall , er cheiſe ſpir1i. For it will P/zl. 
profitt mee little , that Chriſt came into the | 5g, 
| world, if withall he come not into my hart, | 
Chriſt brought downe goodnes, peace, and oy in | 
the hely Ghoſt , with many other benedictions, | 

| 
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If I live in wickednes, warre, vngodly melan- 
choly, or inordinate delight, Chriſt our Lord 
dwells not in my ſoule. And it is in effe, with 
mee, as if he had not come into the world at. 
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21 , lauing that it will turne to my greater 
| | miſcrie; for I ſhall be punithed foe much the 


more , EO" I would not admitt of thatſal- | 
| uation, which was offered mee, with ſo good 
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2 Will. 
| Chriſtour lord dyed for vs all, andis ready to 
 receiue vs all, Let vs make towards him; though 
it be but to doe him curtely ; and let vs not 
| permit that foe great, and pretious labours and 
 attlictions of To ,may remaine fruiteleile, The 
| price of them are our ſoules, if wee will carry 
| 
| 
| 


ads. Ao ad. Bk Das a. tid 
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them to Chriſt. Let vs caſt our {elues downe 
at his feete,, deteſting our ſinnes, and our for- 
mer wicked life; diſtruſting our owne know- | 
ledge, and wareh, and ſtrength ; and fo, perfe- 
 uering to beg, to knock "and to cry out, he 
will 61 VS nb knowledge; how to addreflc 
| our ſelues, and with power to worke;and with | 
perſeuerance, that wee may not fainte as It 1s | 
=/wy | written , Tvey who confide in our Lord , Shall 
40. proceede from flrength to ſtrength, they shall ake the 
Wh ngs of any le, they Shall fly , and not faint . And 
| fnce thereare more excellencics in Chriſt our 
t Lord then there are miſcries in vs,let vs goe on 
towards him, acknowledging thar hee 1s our 
onely re! nelly for by this meancs we ſhall not | 
diſpaire tarough our owne miſcries, but take. 
| comfort and partake of his excellencics, | 
This my lord, ſeemed ſufficient ro me;for the 
addreſle of a perſon who hath a minde to draw | 
neere to God, But becauſe in your lordihip, the= 
re i5 the capacity of two perſons, your lordſhip 


| 
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{will bauc neede of two rules. That which 1s | 
faid, may ſuffice forasmuch as cocernes your 
owne particular perſon; but in reſpect that you 
arc a man, who haue ſoc great charge ouer oe 
many others;it wil be neceliary for you,to haue | 
mere & more care of your ſclte, For there are | 
many, who for as much as c6cernes their owne 
particular cofcience, are good men; & yet they 
 failein being good Lords, & good Magiltrats, 
And this {ſecond parte is more hard, and it is the | 
\worke of one who isa Kinde of perfect man; 
| for it takes that firſt Kind of goodnes for graun- 
red, and then paſles further on, For hee whoe 
forasmuch as concernes himſelfe , is notIuſt, 
will aot be Iuſtin what he ought to doe to- 
| wards others.But yet itſuthces not for one who 
hath charge oucr many, that hee be luſt , for as 
much as concernes onely his owne particular | 
perſon, Ely for his owne part was a good man, | 
bur he was not good for as much as concerned 
bis ſonnes, fince he for boreto puniſhthem; & 
therefore he was greiuously puniſhed by al- 
mighty God, So that, great jords haue neede 
of a manyfold kinde of goodnes, fince they 
have a manifold Kinde of perſon, | 
&s for this ſecond part, which to be, con- 
cernes a comon or publique perſon, me thinkes 
there 15 noc better glaſle, wherein a man who | | 
1s 2alord overothers, oughttolooke,then vpon 
thatlord of men and angells, whoſe perſon he| 
tepreſets. Hee who fitts in the place of another, 
It is but reaſon that he haue the properties 
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| | of him, whoſe place he hoids. A lord ot vaſ.! [| 
| | {ailes Is a Licutenant of God who ordaines, |! 
| | THAT fome {hall gouerne and commaund, and} 
7 ; that others thall obey, He who r({i{/s-thofe for- [7 
mcr, doth by rhe teſtimony of S. Pavle. reſiſt [t 
| Rom. | re 6 dtatron of God, who difpoſes of allthings | 
i #3* | according to "3 wat rh t 
| Nov therefore lett a man conſider, what! [\ 
| ofmace God exerciſes towards man ; and ſce a! C 
 oxeat lord thall know how hce1s ue carry him- [1 
 {cife towards his people, God chaltiſes ſuch as} fl 
; erre, without any acceptation of perſons, and 
In Wo is ſoe ſtrict , that he hath not any, 
| who i is ſo great a "DHeEY of his, but rthathe| 
<> (hall pay ſoundly for it, it he viuc 1uſt caulc. 
Nay he pardoned not foe much as his owne 
fonne, though hee owed nothing for himſc]- 
| fe, but onely becauſe he obliged himſclfe, to 
; pay for the linnes of others. Without faile hd 
| { mult neciics ve farre from acceptation of j ecr- 
F ſons, whoe puniſhed with foe great ſeuecrity, te 
| his onely : begotten ſonne, and fich aſonne,and 0 
| toc erchy 6 cloned, and that for the Gnas of | tl 
' others, There is nothing which ſhould haue (le 
power , to make him who gouernes, forbeare | 9 
the docing of his duty ; . but he is to tandFke 
the ſtaike of ballice whichleanes not, either | tc 
to the one ſcale or to the other , that lo cuery | b 
man may haue his owne, There is noe ſtate but | (7 
it would periſh and be vndone,, if publique bu- tc 
| fines ſhouid be ledd , after PE pace of particu- of 
lar affections. And ha an inſtant doth that per- el 
| A Ki 


[which is made for all; not onely foraſmuch as 
concernes the rings colcience of a particular 


| blique perſon, For hee was a king and foe he is, 
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ſon leaue to be publique , when he hangs neuer 
ſve little towards the particular. 

Now fince the reſpect of priuate profitt, muſt 
not bend him who gouernes, much leſſe muſt. 
the reſpect of any other man's profitt make 
him bend, fince he owes more to himſelfe then 
to any other, Chriſt our Lord is the patterne 


tl. 


man, but foraſmuch alſoe as concernes any pu- 


I "ET 


|blique perſon, mult renounce all particular in- 


| though ſome be angry at it , andthough our 


though not after the manner of this world. But 
being in the chaire of his Croſſe , hee ſaid to his 
mother, Woe.” vehould thy ſoane, To giue vs to 
vnderſtand that hee who is in the place of a pu- 


clinations , though it ſhould regard his very | 
Mather. And the ſame example, he alſoe gaueys, 

when at ſome other tymes, he would ſpeak with 
lefle tedernes to that Blefled Mother of his. To 
teach vs how carefull wee muſt bee, to keepe 
our ſelues clcere from' particular affeion, | 
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ſclues endure paine by it, rather then to cheriſh 
them , with diſguſt to God. 

There is nothing, to which greatlords ought 
to attend ſo much ( that ſo they may be well, 
both with God and man ) as truly, & cordially, 
(and like men who liue inthepreſence of God) | 
to remaine cuer faithfull, & firme to him, with | 
out hanging either to this way,or to that, And 


Rd 


tais will be eaſily performed by that great man, 
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| who {hall attentiuely conlider, cles 1 he is but 


| the Miniſter of God : as one wh but meerely 
| executes, and mult not exceede the commiſſion 


whichis giuen to him, God places not great 1 
Lords inthe world, to the cnd that they may 1 

| doe, and vndoe, whe they liſt ; but to execute V 
| the lawes of his holy will. And though they V 
may account themſelues lords, yet are they ſtil ne 

| vnder the vniucrſall Lord of all,in comp -ariſon |} W 
| of whome, they are more truly vaſla tles, then cl 
their vaſſailes are theirs, and their power 1S as 

truly limitted as their alfatics power 1s fora{- | to 

| much as concernes the difpeniing with what la 
they ought to doe, Soe that he is to be more ic 
fauourcd , and beloued, who hath moſt right | (1 

on his {ide, and heis to be moſt punithed , who I 

O1 


deferucs it pe” And thus may any lord re- 
| {emblethe true lord of all, if without accepta- 
tion of perſons, he giue to cuery one according 
to his workes; yea and if fometymes he puniſh 
molt, ſuch as are molt fauoured by him. Both | 
beercaon would require, that they ſhould | 
offend him leaſt ; and for that alſoc they mult. 
[not thinke that becauſe they are beloued by | 
him, they may take occaſion to doe what they | 
liſt, & that which reaſon alloweth nor, Freind- 
ſhip ſhould laſt as long as vertue doth, and en- | 
mitic, or oppolition, as vice; For if it be othier- 
wiſe, woe be to them , who call zood, emill , cx cuill, 
710d. 
Your lordſhip muſt con{ider beſides , that 


1 God hath placed you , in the eyes of f many; 
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\whoe take that to be a rule of their lives, which | 
they fee you doe, Make account that you are | 
ſeared ina high place, and that your ſpeech and 
faihions are ſeene by all, and follow = by tae 
moit part of wen. If ſuch a faſhion be i 

vp in Court , it fuch a manner of ſpeach be 
vicd there, all wen procureto follow it, Andit 
it were the cultome amongtt great lotds, that 
when ove should viue them a buffer vpon one 
cheeke, They would tender the other, and if it 
were the faihion tor thim,ro abhorre fnae; and 
to take it for a point of o16 atcries, to obey tie 
lawecs of Chriit our Lord: withour doubt, 1n- 
tcriour men wound hould itan bonour, todoe 
tar which tacy ſaw practiſed by great perſons. 
And for this reaſon, I belecue, that the Prelats 
ofthe Church, and the lords of the wotld, are 

acauſeof perdition,to the moſt ao of {oules, 

I beſcech your lordſhip, that as you are a 
particular man, you will looke into your felfc 
witha hundr edeyes,and taat , you will looke | 
into your ſ{cife , witha hundred thowſand, as 
you as a perſon , vpon whome many look, | 
and whome many follow. And takecare , to | 
carry both your perſon,and your houſe, ſos Or- | 
dered , as the law of Chriſt requires z that lice T 
who ohall | imicate your lordship , may alfoe 
Imitate Chriſt our Lord therein, and may mcete $1 
with nothing to ſtumble ar. The vulgar, 
without doudr, but a kinde of ape. Ler great 
men conſider ack they doe ,, for in fine that 
will be followed, cither to cheir ſaluarion if 


- - b-- bo. "ay . % $ 
tf W- a, ___ 
"" C.o* X% - q id Mn Ta —— < " ww Ned 
Pl = g -»_ + 8 - pt % > = <2 = 14 ww 3 4 bf «x oP 4 ©» As X 
a — : : 
ha th. wg © . LA $aa?d «q roney pu ; T P g 
. . 
-” - & —_ 

* ' a __ - 
4 Z : & <4 l *. ms —_— - 
þ-4 wa . y - + +» WW. F 

py wa »s , 4 


; v4 38 
CI: "ge I 
- - TR 24 1 
awe 
£E : 
%— ey" 4 CO_— 
> YE "9 : » 
x LS a 1% oo 
mts. et © 


woo 
T 
#4 


"_ 
— 


—_ k 
> + w 
> RL 


—— 


& ov 
= 
4 
- 
bh 
43% 
TW; 
LEE 
LS. 
{ 
# 


— 


—_ — OC — -— ——_—_ — O— 


CE EEO EESEIE ——__— 
SPIAEEVALLCL 
| they giue good Example, or for their condem- 
nation, if it beeuill, And this conſideration a- | 
| lone should ſuffice to make great lords liue 
like ſoe many Saints , though it might coſt 
them ſome trouble conſidering how our lord . 
| Teſs, the ſonne'of God, would not be a king, 
| | but reſolued by his labour and ſweat, to give | iſ 
reſt , and peace to his ſubiects. And he fledd 
| from proſperities and honours, leaſt otherwiſe, 
| he might have giuen occaſion of ſinne to his 
ſcruants, who would hauethought, ( if Chriſt 
our lord had followed them) that is would alſo 
haue beene their part, to purſue the ſame, All 
things are to be thought little worth , ſo that 
F we may procure thereby, that God be ſ{erued, | | 
And let this be the finall conclution ; That foe} 
| | much the more attentively , a man shall conl:-| 
| der, and imitate Teſws Chriſt , ſo muchthe better 
| man , and ſo muchthe better Lord he ſhall bee, 
For in him wee beganne, and foc alſo we will 


end in him, " 
w- | wi 
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A Lester of the Authour , to a Lady in 
the tymeof Aduent , ana vpon this 


occaſion he perſwades her to diſpoſe 
her felfe to receuue the Infant Telus, 
and to louehim with feruent loue. 


| 


em owO7F ma "GG —_—_r_[orS 
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H Ow buſy will your ladyſhip bee, in this 
holy tyme, preparing a lodging for that 
gueſt, who is coming to you. Mec chinkes, I 
ſce you as earneſt, asS, Martha, & yer as quiet 
25 S, Mary Magdalen ; ; that ſoe by your endea- | 
uours, both exteriour and interiour , you may 
doe *M ſeruice\, who is drawing neere , {ince 
| hee 1s {oe worthy both of the one and of the 
other, and 1s, in fine, your lord.O blefled ryme 
ein is repreſented to vs the coming of God 
in ficſh to dwell amongſt ys , to illuminate our [euke | 
| 


I Cn I 


darkenes, and to addreſſe cur feete in the way of peace, | 
and to adopt vs for his brethren, and to deligne 
vs for theenioying of the ſame inheritice with 
himſelfe, | 

| Ir is not without cauſe, that you defire his 
coming , and that you prepare your hart for his 
þ abitation.For this lord was deſned long before 
he came, and the Prophet called him The "de re of | Agge- 
al Ms, ; and indeede hee giues himſelfe to |pſal, g. 
- none, but fack as deſi re him. Godbeares the deſire 4 BE 


4F} | F 
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f the poo-e , for his eares are laid clofe to the 
{1 3bing of our harts, and he cares for nothing 
cis in vs but that. To _ 2 hart hee Comes, | 
and cannot deny himfelfe , as it is {aid 1n "i | 
Cant.4 | Canticles, Thou baſil 19-0 HF ny hait , O mou my | 
ter , and my (poiſe; thou haſt wornded mybart! by 
the caſt of one of th;ne eyes , and by a haire of thy 
| Head. Is it poſſible for any thing to be more, 
tender, then that which is wounded , by the. 
| tohe of a lingle eye: Is it poſſible for any chin? 
to be more weake, then that which is tycd tall. | 
by one {ingle haire 2 where nov are they, who | 
ſay, that God is hard to be obteyned, that hc 1; | 
|| r1gourous to be delt with, and inſupportableto 
be endured. Wee muſt quarreNtwith our {clucs, 
| ſince, becauſe wee will be looking many four- 
| rallw ayes , we place not our fight vpon | God, | 
nor will wee {huttthateye of ours, which be- | 
houldes creaturcs , that ſo with all our thouglit 
wee may collider God alone, Hee who (hootes 
in aCrotle bowe, ſhutts one of his cycs,that hce 
may ſce better with the other, how to hit thc 
waitc;&we,the while, will not shutt vp 41] that 
ſ1ght of ours, which bi v5 from being avie 
to hunte & wound our lord with lou, | 
. Lerthim recoliect, and make ſure his louc, 
and lctt him lodgeitin God, whoſocucr hath: 
mindc to obeaine: God. For as God 15 lone, {oe 1s 
| | he onely to be hunted ,, and taken with louc; 
| and he will hauc nothing to doe with thew, 
|. Lobn. who louc him not. And if they ay , that they 
{ 4 | know himalready as they ought ; F, lobn will 


— 
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| tellriem that racy ſay not true, Bur our lord 
. who is wounded with an eye, is tycd with a 
| haire. For that which loue takes, = recollec- 
led and reflected thought conſerues , that it 
| may not be lo 
And to the - that men might beput into 
confidence, that they ſhould be able to arriue 
lo almighty God, = that hee hath noe minde 
to flipp away, he makes himfſelfe one of them, 
and layes himſelfe in the armes of a virgin, 
 {wathed vp hand and foot, without power to 
fly from that man, who is diſpoſed to ſfeeke 
w_ O celeſtiall bread, every deſcendeſt out 
of the boſome of thy F ather, and art laid inthe 
publique places of this world, inuiting as many 
as will, that they may come to enioye thee, and 
teede vpon thee. And whoe is hee whds can 
endure to withhould him ſelfe from goeing to 
| thee, and from receiuing thee, fince thou oiueſt 
| thy ſclfe, Vpon noc harder codition, then onely 
that wee be content to hunger aſe thee 2 For 
doeſt thou peraduenture aske more of vs, then 
onely that a ſoule may {tgh for thee, and.con\ 
telItng her ſinnes, may receiue, and loue thee ? 
Great is the miſery of thoſe men , who 
when bread comes to ſceke them in their owne 
howſes, they chooſe rather to dye of hunger, 
thento {toope to take it yp. O ſloath whart a 
dcale of miſcheife thou doeſt ! O blindenes, 
what adeale of benediction doelſt thou looſe ! 
O ſlcepines, what a deale of aduantage doeſt 


| thou ſteale away ! fince conſidering the promi- 
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lohn.14 
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Cant, 4. 


1a.- | fe , that whoſ oener ſeckes shall finde , and he who 


— — 


askes shall obtaine, and to him who knockes it 5hall | 
be opened; it is cleare that if wee proue not well, 
the fault is ours. 

But what ? Shall things paſlg {till after this 
manner? Though God himſelfe is come to curc 
vs, Shall wee till continue ficke 2 He being at 
the gate of our hart, crying out and ſaying, 
Open to mce, O thou my freind, and my ſpouſe, shall 
we being all wrapt vp in vanities,ſuffer him to 
ſtand calling there , and not foe much as open 
him the gatc? 

O my ſoule come hither, and tell mee, for [ 
askethee on the part of God, what, in fine, 15 
that thing, which detaines thee, from gocing 
all, with all thy forces, after God 2 What doclt 
thouloue, if thou doe not loue this Spouſe of 
thine ? Or rather why docſt thou not lone him 
much, who did foe mightily loue thee? He had 
noe bulines on earth, but to attend to the loue | 
of thee, and to ſceke thy profitt, with his owne 
loſle. And what haſt thou to doe in this world, | 
but to exerciſe thy ſelfe,all, inloue of this king 
of heauen 2 Doeſt thou not ſee , how all that | 
which heere thou ſecſt , muſt haue an end, as 
alſo all that which thou heareſt, which thou 
roucheſt, which thou taſteſt, and wherewith 
thoudoelt conyerſe 2 Doeſt thou not ſee, that| 
all this is but cobwebs, which cannot cloath 
thee, and keepe thee warme? Where art thou if 
thou haue not thy being in leſw: Chriſt our ord? 
what art thou thinking? what accountart tho 
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[making 2 what doett thou ſeeke, our of that | 
onely , one, complete God? 

Let vs roiyſe vp our ſclues ar laſt, & breake of | 
this badd fleepe ; Let vs awake, for it 15 broad 
day , ſince leſw&hri our lord who is the light, } | 
15 COMCc, 7... the wookes of light, fince] | 
there was tyme wherein wee did the workes | 

of darknes, O that the memory of that tyme, 
| wherein wee know not God, might ſerue vs 
now for shapp ſpurrs, ro make vs runne gree- | | 
dily after him, O that we could runne, O that | 
wee could fly, O that wee might burne,, and be 
transformed, into him. W hat mult a creature 
doc, when he {ces his creator made man, and all 
for loue of him alone 2 who cuer heard of ſuch 1 
aloue as this, that one louing another , ſhould 
by louc be converted into that other, It is true 
that God loued vs, when hee made vs atter his 
Image;buta farre greater worke it was to make | 
himſelfe after our image. He abaſes himſeltc 
'to vs, that hee may cxait vs to him, He makes | 
' himſelfe man, that hee may make vs Gods. He 
deſcedes from heauen, that he may carry vs thi- 
therin his copany ; and in fine he dycd, that he 
might giue ys life, And now ſhall it be poſſible 
that in the midſt of theſe things, I ſhould lye | | 
ſleeping and without any ſenſe of gratitude for 
foe great loue ? O lord i{luminate myne cyes , that | 
they may not ſleepe in ſuch a death as this. And thou 
who haſt done vs this great fauour, giuevs al- 
ſoe a right feeling of it, For otherwiſe, the | 
| Lreater the benehitt is , the more hurt it will | 
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doe vs in the end. 

O Lord open thou myne cyes, that they may 
conſider thee ,deſcending out of the boſome of 
thy father; andentring Into that of tay v17210 
mother , that I may giue thee 
this bencht. Make mce abl 
forthec. Make mee able to conitder theeJying 
in a maunger, inſtcade of a bed, crying out, 
through could & being opprelt with pouctty; 
& make me learne thereby o-_ to Calt all deli- 
cacy farre from mee, Make thy teares & fighes 
ſhew & ſound themſclues forth in myne cares, 
that ſoc they may mollify my hart, & thatſoe ir 
may deliuer it {elfcouer, as wax, to cuery incli- 
nation of thy will, And De not thou permitt, 
that God ſhould weepe, and that man ſhould 
hauc pocfeeling of it; for I know not at which 
of theletwo chin; 2s,wce might wonder moſt, 

Seale vp,O lord, thy wordes in my ſoule,that 
I may neuer finne againſt thee, Let the blood 
which thou didit ſhed for mee, be gathered vp 
into my hart, and be thou all,my onely lone, 
that ſoc thou maiſt not repent thy ſelfe, of all 
theſe great afflictions, which thou = for 
mee. Tr isI, whom thou {oughtit, and whome 


thou ſcekeſt fill; and for mee thou haſt mide] 


all thoſe tiltings, and triumphes, and shewed 
forth all thy liueries, and vndergone all that 
colt, .Let me neuer foe my ſelfe belonging to 


| any other then thee , ſince thou haſt deſerued 


me "foe well. 


Come Madam,Jet thar hart of yours, now pre- 
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«cat thanks for | 
:umble my ſclfe | 
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pare it ſelfe for Godis vponthe point of being 
borne; and hee hath neither howſe, nor bedd, 
wherein tolye, Let your hart be all inflamed 
with loue, for the Infant ſuffers much cold. 
|Andyct if yangghart be bur euen ſoc mucii as | 
21" warms this Infant with his cold , will 
| giue 1t greater heat, For how«much the more | 
cold he ſuffers for vs . {o mach the more loue, 
| he ihewes to beare vs; - & where hnde my ſeite 
to be more beloued , there am I obliged more 
to louc, | 
Exteriourly hee ſuffers cold, and yet,through 
the great louc he beares VS, hs can endure noe 
| tloathes ; but helycs naked as ſoone as he 1s 
|borne, & naked they lay him vpon the Croile, 
Boa in his be arth, & in nisdcath, he fhewed | 
tne greateſt excciic of loue. 

Liadam, you mul. p rouidea cradle whercin 
| you may rock hima flee pe, which tignifies the 
( repoſe of contemplation, and ſce thatyou tend, 
ind trear im well, for he is the ſonne of a creat | 
high Kin, and he is the ſonne alfoe of a virgin, |} 
| ad he takes much gult to lodge bimfelte in the 
hart of virgins ; for the mcat the cates is fleſh, | 

which is crucifhed & dead. And becaulc he hetk'l 
a great deale of poore people, amongit his Kin- 
dred , whome yet he loues deercly well, you 
mult be alſte ſure to loue them, for they are the | 
brethren of our creator, As ſoone as he is borne 
in your hart , you mult takecareto nurſe him; 
andT beſecch himto Keepe and fauc you, for his 
| mercies{ake, Amen. 
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| A Letter to 4 certaine Lady , who is tausht with 
what diſpoſition she 15 10 receige Chriſt our lord , | 
into her ſonlc ; and with what care 5he is to keepe 
him, and of the great miſery where into that ſoule 
falls, which commits moriall fune, and what 4 
great treaſon 1t 15 , toleave God, and follow the 
dell, e/pecially for { uch as have beene particularly 


mu 


"OY 


HE grace and peace of the holy ghoſt, be 
In your hart, and aſli{t you 1n 4, on holy 
tyme ; that you may prepare your ſoule , for 
that Infant who is now to be borne, For he 
hath noe howſc, but in choſe ſoules which are 
well diſpoſed oi recetue him. Hecomes as a 
{traunger, and in great pouertie, Giue him your 
hart, thar ſoe he may ſayin the laſt day, | was 4 
firanneer and you received mee. Burt yet conſider 
withall, that as there is nothing ſo muchto be 
delired b y you as to lodge this Infant in your 
ſoule, ſo is there nothing which requires more 
care ad diligence, then to prepare, the lodging 
ready, inſuch ſort as he delires. He comes in 
humility, and pouertie; and they who recciue 
him muſt be humble, and poore. He comes to 
yndertake great labours, and with labour that 
howſe muſt be adorne ed, wherein he voutcha- 


fes ro dwell. He is chaſt, and he loues ſuch as 


| 


are chaſt, And though he be very little, and a 


fancured by almighty God. 
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very Infant ; yet withall, he is very great, and | 
heis God; and ſoc it mult be no little thing to 


prepare a lodging for a great God, Our lord is | 


choiſe and nice , and by reaſon of ſome one | 
mortall ſinne which ſome man makes litle dit- 
ficulty to committ, he refuſes toenter into the 
ſoule. Andif he be there already , one mortal 
hinne, ſends him away. And when he is gone, | 
he comes not back againe foe ſoone;but makes 


it plaine, by the difhiculty which he hath to re- 


turne , with how great diligence he is to be | 
kept, by vs; when we haue him there. | 


O my good lady, and how riche is he who 
policlles God, and how often in the day were | 
he to looke downe vpon his hart, asking our 
Lord if hee be there 2 What chaynes ſhould he! 
caſt about him of humble petitions and teares, 
begging of him as Danid did, in theſe words, 
0 lord depart not from mee. How full of caution 
ought a man to walke, leaſt he ſhould doe ſo- 
mew hat, which might offend our Lord, & leaſt 
being offended, he ſhould be gone. For, if hee 


beall good, what ſhallit be to looſe him, but | 


tofallinto the Abiſle of all miſeries? They are 
ſadd things, which aſoulefceles, when it hath 
loſt God; and ſuch, as will hardly be belciued, 


though all the world ſhould ſpeake of them, | 


This appeares well in our firſt parents Adam 
and Exe. For Eue, looking vpon the fruite of 
the forbidden, tree, it ſeemed very beautifull} 
to hercye, and that if she might eate thereof, | 


| 


| 


it would proue very pleaſing to her, and giue} 
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SPIRITVALL | Ep.rp.- 


which the forbidde frunc had,ot being foe very 


her great contentment, Bur as foone alt tye had | 

eaten, her eyes were opened, to behoutd tne, 
| great borics . which came vpor her by that 
| Mcanes, & CXPETICNCC caught her, that the bir- 
rernes af breaking the £6! a Raent of God. 
was oreater, then the pleaſureto haue caten the 
fruite. And then ſhe ſaw , that the apparance 


faire, and full of guſt , was but a' deccite of the 
deaill, who made afaiſe glaile,for her to looke 
chrouzh. And hee alfoe gaue her a loathing, of 
thoſe ocher fruites a God command 
| ker to cate, Soe as they {cemed vnſauoury to 
| her . and ſhe thought that all the guſt , and 
| hidden good , had condied in that which God 
| forbad. | 
| O how many haue beenedeceiucd by the de- 
vill, through falſe imagination ; he promiſing 
\ them contentment, & oult; ;& they atterwards, 
making bitter lamenta1 tion,for giuingcreditto 
hun, whom cuen betorec they knew to bealycr, 
& thefather of lyes: and ſome, after the *nddf 
many lapours, and tcares, bene {weatc bard, to 
returne into the freindſhipp of God, though, 
| through all their life, they continued with this 
dagger 1 10 their hart, of Hew haze | offended God, | 
haumg wvouch/afed mee [ve many bleſvings ! | And it 
ſcemed to them, as if rhey enioyed not the be- 
nefitt of his pardon , through the continual 
orcife and ſhame , v hich they had for commit- 
ting the oftencc. Others there are, whoe bcing 
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Once gone away 3 nceucr turne againe like il 
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(0M 2 
made hawkes , 
their Lord, fail to feede vpon carryon; and 
being {oc p hed, returne noe more ; and ba- 


uing aligaru ralted the foode of Angells, 


| oro we tO take delight inthe huskes of ſwy ne. 
Of tlieſe $, Peter faich, Uhatithad beene Fe. for | 


them, not to have knowne the way of our lord, then t6 


| what he had vomitted, & as to the hogs whoc 
wallowes in his myre from fide tof{ide, And 
our Lord himſfelte faid , That he whoputs bis hand 
ly Mn. and lookes backeis not fitt for the king- 

{me of heaven ; but returnes to be worldly agai- 
ne, and 1s both mad} an obic& of ſcorneto the 
{cuill, and is alfce placed asa marke to tright 
wr1 3% from offending God, 

In this forte did the wife of Loth vndoc her 
ſclfe, For God haning vouchtated her ſoe 
creat a fauour , as to deliuer her from the 
|fyre , which came from heauen, vpon Sodam 
and G»merrab , where thee dwelt , and com- 
maunding her not to looke backs azaine, ſhe 
obeyed not his voice ; but turning y held 
backe , was transformed into a p ilar of ſalte, 
which beaſts licke vp. And heercit is tobe c6fi- 
dered , that if God puniſhed her ſoe ſ{cuerely, 
whoe had not beene a ſinner in that Citty, but 
onely becauſe the obeyed not his commannelis 
in 14 of not looking backe for what can the 
[inner hope , whoe is deliuered from the 
puniſhment of God , through his great 


whoe flying from the fiſt of | 


leane it after it was knowne. And it happens to 
{them as to the dogge who returnes to eate, 
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144 SPIRITYVALL Ep. 17: 

| MEICY 3 it yer diſpiling that exceſſtue goodnes, 
os rurne back his hart, towards the flesb potts of 
 Ezypr, and his fines paſt. 

| TI beſcech God euen for God's owne ſake; 
to deliuer cucry ſoule, from falling downe into 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
' [{ſoegreata miſery as this, Foras S. Paule afhir- 
| 
| 
| 
| 
1 
| 


(4e5.1 | mes,ut 2s 4 fearefull and bernible thing , to fall 

| 2110 the bands of the lining God , and what is 
| man , that he 5hould be able ts endure the wrath and 
fury, of Almighty Gods For as any huge hre , is 
ableto deuoure ſome little woefull {traw , foe 
doth the mighty wrath of God, ſwallow vp 
| ; the ſoules & bodyes of all{uch perſons as de- 
F | part from him. Andas when ſome wite , whoe 
| had beenc deerely beloued by her husband, 
commits the fowle {inne of adultery, that huſ- 
[ band is inraged foe much the more againſt her, 
at ſhe had bene more beloued by him; ſoc that 
wrath of God is very ynſufferable , which he 
| expreſles againſt that ſoule, which he had for- 
merly drawne out of the captinity of ſinne, and 
ot bound had made free, and being naked and 
voyd of grace, had made rich and rarely ador- 
ned with the ſame grace, and of a wicked {laue, 
had exalted to be his moſt honoured & beloued 
wife. What would ſuch a woman deſcrue, who 
being vngratefull for ſoc great fauours , I ſay 
| not ſhould committ adultery, againſt ſuch a ge- 


O 


| nerous and pious busband, but through whoſe 


| hart , any ſuch thoughr ſhould once palſle, 
| though ſhee were a thowſand mile off , from 


| the tact. 


| 
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EPISTLES. Ep. 17. I4e|:| 


ho couid cuer thinke of g1UINg A a butter, to | 
one that had endured foe many - him ; B's to 
| F ut. frei Giiho iiOUursS ,& ro crucitye 2 Gecd 5 bp 
| me that perſon, vw hol tormer wounds, it were 
{ ; 
much more {itt for him to bathe & beth and 
| 


| 


allyage , then to add neiy ones to the old? 
What Cirzade of wickednes ſhall wee call it, 
(which is able cuen to amaze, and aſtonith the | 
' world) toronec toleane God bee the:demill, and 
| having | becne walking in the way to heauerr, | 
| to 20C : thruft his very fecte into hell ; andro 
{ile better to haue ro doe with God inraged, 
taen v.ich God all gentle and appealea? 
Madam, I haue not written this , as thin-/| (- 
King that ea milcry will lay hould on you. | 
For i my confidence 15 notin you , but in um, 
whoe, withſoc much NICrCy, andpitty redee- | 
| med you, out of the captiuity wherein you 
were, and taught youſce well, what belongs 
to ki louc, as to baue given you cieerely toy oe 
der{tand thereby. that bee meant not to ynder- 
take the bulines in icſt, neither will hee, thar 
cither you, orl, ſhall make a icit thereof, In 
Tis lord who loues with ſoc great iidelity, doe, 
I place my confidence; and not in you , whoe 
haue kept ſoill correſ ondance with ls tric | 
loue. But I haue written this, to the end, that of | 
your ſelte, you may hunt out a litle ny of the 1 
danger wherein you arc; & that you may reco- | 
mend your ſ{e]fe more i more, to our Lord, 
and in fine, that you may be ſoc tifcraers 45 not | 
t caſt away your tyme, inthe admitting of | 
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SP IRITYTALL Ep.u+. 
| | voproficable thoughts. Our lord will cleere 
vp theſe things , and will finiſh that which | 
he hath begunne , and will not take this 
ſ Crowne from mee , and therefore aml in pa- 
tience and hope, that you ſhall not depriue mee 
of that which God hath giuen mee. You haue 
heere many ſeruants of God, both men and | 
woemen, who recommend you to his mercy, | 
with much care, and [ beſecch him to graunt it 
molt completely to you, Amen, 
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| CALRURNRERURY URCRURYRYRCRURYEY | 
A Letter of the Authony toa Lady, atthe Feaſiof the | || 

| Epiphany or three kings. Wherein hee shewes | | 
| how hee us to goe and adore the Infant Ieſus, | | 
with theſe Kings ; being guided by the ftarre of 
| faito ; and that shee 15 to offer him the gould of | 
i dinuine lone. | 


—_— 


—_ 
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tend 


ſ Wrote to your Ladyſhip this laſt Aduent, | 
of the great fauour which our Lord did vs, | 

10 youch{afingto come to vs, and of the happi- | | 
nes of that ſoule which diſpoſes himlelte to re- 
cciue him, I hope in his mercy, that hee is come 
home to you, and that you haue recetued him 
with faith and loue, And therefore now, there | 
remaines noe more , but that you offer your 
ſelte, ta perpetuall ſacrifice to him, who hath 
vouchſatcd to offer himſelfe to you as a deere 
ouelt, and that you imitate the faith and pre- 
[ſents which were made by thoſe wiſe men to the | 
| Bleſſed Infant as ſoone as they found him out; 
[asyou haue already imitated them inthe care 
'they had to finde him. It will doe well , that 
you contemplate how this great lord is {oe 
humbled, in that poore open ſtable, and thar 
| Maunger , where the naturall diſcourſe and 
 hbumaine reaſon of thoſe kings, was farre from 
thinking that they ſhould finde him, Bur the 
ſtarre which , with vs, is Faith, refuſcs exprefly 
.topaſle any further on, and declares with moſt 
reſplendent beames as bv ſoe many tongues , 


Ka 


— 4 A 


he _ —— 
_— Rd add dl wt. ett ht A 


—_____ Att. A 


'SPIRITYALL  Ep.it. 


that hee who 1s aboue all "29M , and knows- 
ledge, lyes ina place which 1s hidden from all 
Som c of reaſon; that ſoe wee may Iearne to 
belcene, that moſt firmely, whereof wee finde 
leaſt certainty, 

For if as theſtarre guided them, ſoc they had 
beene gnided bur by their reaſon , they would 
ane gone to looke forthis new hems King in 
ſome royall pallace; tor a perſon and a place 
wherein he dwells, are to carry proportion to. 
one another: Our lord youchſafes to ſhey a 
great fauour to them ,vpon w hom he beſtowes 
1 !tarce , which is the guift of faith ; that foe 


they may ſeeke God, both when he is wrapped 


vpaſwell in thoſe ſwadling-clot utes, 1N the Po- | 


uerty of his birt, as1n FS. contempt and tor- 
ment of the death of the LE; the kings finde 
1im in one of thofe places,and the good theete 
in the other, For both they, and lice”. had the 
eyes of Faith , and that made them proftrate 
themſclues a!l along and adore him, proteſting 
that they Were 4s nothing | in his ning preſen- 
ce. Forif they had knowne him but for a tem- 
porall Kin: 7, how great {ocucrhee had beene,it 


would have ſuffized for them, to haue FIR 9%! 
ucrence to him, as one man is to another; | 
but for foe oreat men to proſtrate tiemſclues, | 


betore an Infant, betokens that they had in- 
teriour faith | whereby they knew the high 
lateity which lay bidd in that Infancy, 
But now your Ladyihip mult be ſure, that 
you appeare not cmpty before this Lord: and 
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| EPISTLES. FEp.18. 149 | 


©} | 


that you thinke not that you giue him any. 
thing, if you doe not giue him your Joue. | 
[Nothing but God is able to make your Lady- 
'ſhipp happy ; and nothing but your {cite is able 
ro keepehim contented. This louc of his 1s not 
joyncd with any intereſt which regards him- 
ſelfe , or the yalue of the prefents which are 
made to him ; but it is atiue and neriedt loue, 
which requires an ynion of harts. And this is | 
that language , as S, Bernard faith , whereby [ 
God, and the ſoule conummunicate themſciues 
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& ſpeake to one another ,inthe ſamernanre, If 


our lord threaten and punith mce, I am not to 
doe the ſame ; but my duty will bee, to humole 
my ſclte ſoe much the more, as hee doth more | 
cxalt himſelfe ; but if he love mee, I mult bee | | 
Wilike himinthat, andTmultlouc him, ſaying, 
lwiththc ſpouſe; My beloned to mee 43d I to bin, ' 
O great dignitie of a creature, which is abled |? 
\thusto draw, inthe ſelfe ſame yoke with his 
Lord, and may anſwcare himiike, for like, for 
loueis that thing, which abaſes hills, and ray ſes 
valleys. Offer your louec to him ; whoe for louc 
of you, did, though hee yere ſoc great, be- 
come an infant, and being God became man; 
and ſhedd the blood of circumciſion for you, 
within eyghrdayes ; as being not content that 
he had ſhedd teares, for you, when he was bor- 
[ne, Steale not your ſclfe away from this lord, | 
lince you are ſoe truly his, leatt you grow to be 
otthem, of whome the Prophett Jeremy faith; 
| he went like one whoerunnes away with kim 
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| I5O SPIRITVAL L _Ep. 18. 
| ſelfe. Where are you engaged more deepely? | : 
where can you employ your {elfe more profita- | 
bly? where can you cxalt your4clt morc mighty, 
24 by louing Chriſt our lord, w to loued you, 
and waſhed you with his bend, and giues cucn | | 
himſelfe to ſuch aone as loues him, and makes 
him of a man, grow to be a kinde of God. 

Bee very carefull of your ſelfein this buſrnes, 
and ſoe thar you offer zould ro the Infant leſzs; 
For as alittle gould is more worth then a great 
quantiric of orher mettall, ſoc alittle truc Loles Wl 
is more pretious, ten Lach copper, and ſch 
| other mettalls of tcare, and proper intereſt, or 
any other {ſuch affects as riſe from thelc. Many | 
| are wont to meaſure themſclues bythcirdocing | 

many good workes, and they neuer conſider | 
| that God reſpects nothing in them, but onely | 
the hart from whence they riſe ; and that one | if 
man ſhall pleaſe God more who doth lefle good 
workes, then another whoc doth greater, if hc | 
who did the lefſe, haue the oreatcr los Sane 
man by faſting fromſome one meale, or by gi- 
uing ſome very little almes, ſhall be more plea- 
ling to our lord(as the widdow was, then many 
others whoe gaue great almes) becauſe hedoth 
It with more Joue then they, And heerein ap- 
peares the greatenes of our Lord, fincenoeſer- 
| uice which weecan doe him, how great ſocuct ! 
f it may be, is great in his fight , if the lone of the | 
artie be | not great, For hee whoe hath neede 
| »fnothing, and cannot poſlibly encreaſe at all 
| 1n riches, or any othergood, why ſhould he | 
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| "I PISS TL $1 - Ep. 18. I5!k 


| DES 
care for ought which can be giuen him, but 
onely to be beloued, which is {oe acceptable a 
preſent, as cannor be refuſed by any. And foe 
| much is God in earneſt when he requires it of 
| vs , as that he punithes with eternall death , the 
| 


perſon whoe grauntes him not his loue, 
W hat thing is ſoe farre from ſelfe loue inthe 
| delires of any thing , as hee whoe needes noe 
ſcruice which can be done him thereby ; and 
whoe againe hath ſoc much delirc of any thing 
| as he whoe ſoerequires a man's louc, as to pu- 
nith him with the torments of hell, who will | 
| not giue him that loue and giueit truely, yea, | 
| and that ſoe as it may exccede all other loues. 
And therefore Saint Auguſtine might ſay with | 
rcalſon, Olord what account doeſt thou make of mee, 
imce thou commaundeſt , mce to loue thee ; and doeſi 
(hreaten mee with huge miſeries if I lowe thee not. | 
Let this be therefore your prime care,to attend 
tothe loue of our Lord. For this very purpole, | 
he made himſelfe ſoc very little, For by how | | 
much the more he conceales , and as it were 
dillembles his Maieſty, ſoe much more doth he 
declare his goodnes, and thus doth he the more | 
inuite our loue ; which lookes more at eaſe 
vpon thelittlenes which he tooke, then vpon 
the greatnes which he naturally poſleſſed. 

His wifedome lyes hidden by his being made 
an Infant whoe could not ſpeake. His power | 
is alfoe bound yp by certaine ſwathing-cloa- 
thes, and he endures bitter colde, And all this 
to the end, thatthe more of his other attributes 
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Tohn, 


ne hides from vs, the more he may declare his | 
louc toys; that "ne aiſoe may loue him the | 
more, a3 we finde him to hauec ſuffered more | 
tor ys. It is ccrtaine that to {ce him trembie | 
with colde doth kindle ys much more, tien if | 
wcefaw him well, and warincly cladd and it 
he felr noe paine, Ami therefore hee ilina}ll doe 
very ill, whoedenyes him tus loue, fincc it was 
boug bt at {oc much coſt of this Infanc - and 
after the ratc thereof || wil 1t coſt that man 
whoc thail d cny to CH It, 

Hee whoc oficrs tis louc, oficrs the belocan!! 
with the marrow to our lord, as Danid ſaith, For 
as fre burnes vpa whole bake: foe Uﬀorth LOU 
conſume thc whole man, both within & wv. ;th- 
out, The hre of truc Joue, will not endure tiat 
the itraw of cxtcriour vanitics ſhould remains 
yaburnt. How ihall thac man bc able to loue 
pompes and fjhewes who corcial.y loucs Liic 
Infant leſs . being layd in a poore maunger , f 
it be true that love mutt bes FR louecrs }il;c to 
one another, Ir is a great bleſſing and lighr, 
which makes vs able ro ſce God beere bas 
that ſoc we may know how to walke for the 
pleaſing of his diuine Maicity, And fince he 
walkes ; In a vcry contrary way to that of rac 
world , let vs reſolue to make our choice of. 
tnat ouide, whome we mcatic to follow ; fince 
wcecannot walke in both; and fince the _— 
runnes headlons g vpon errour, and fince N 
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E FEES HI LESR Ep. 19. 152 


And Ict this þ locanit haue marrow in it, for | 
marrow 15 a fott thing, and doth ſoone melr. 
Ana {oe doih that kart which loucs our lord; 
2nd whether the matter concerne the ſeruice 
of the l{aiye lord , or els the good: of a man's 
neighbour ach : 2 O0NC will not c:; retle cithcr/ 
drynes, or harſhnes, bur ſweat mille nes): ec\i 
| alſoc hath care to keepe his louc as fic, 25 the] 
\marrowe is within the bone. But before you | 
can arriue to that marrow, itis garces] firit by 
thc Ky 120TC ,andrthen i LY inc felh. At! } aft ') by 
the bone it ſcife, The man who loues, p! tacey 
all things w wel he policſies, and Gcines , bc- 
torc tzat which he loucs: borke mav 100nCT 
looſc ali that, then thar the perſon boioued | 
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him thoutd once bc touched, And ic nati a 
(rong and rme purpoſe 25 if it were mage of 
Iron not to venture the loue of our lord, 
thouninicfiouild colt him whatſocucr tecither 
Is, Or nav cucr be, 

Sucli gould as this It is , Wiicn you mull 
oftcr to the Infant, who is borne foc poore; 
and you muſt open your treafurcs for tl; 2t 
purpoſe , as thoſe kings did, For it this har 
be not opened, which is the trcaſiire -1Owic. 
all rac labour is loſt, For in taatcalc w Gln 
cuer it bee, which is offered , 15 not cold but 
— tute; & he takes the bit to him- | 
(cle, and cives the worlt to Ai:tiigiity Goes 
Oven therefore your hart, an« conueich tic 
| Infant n wy DOrne 1Nto £ \ 118 nce tat hel 4- 
| lone lives, inwhich hee is. And [L4CC he 15 of | 
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SPIRITVALL Ep. 18. | 


| Cant, 1 


toc little weight, doe not lay him downe; bat 
| weare him in your boſome, like that handfull of 
| Myrrb , whereof the ſpouſe ſpeakes. Conuerſe 
withhim with all reuerence becauſe he is God; 
a yet take courage to communicate freely 
' with him, becauſe he is an Infant;for within 
he hath his hart as ferene, and ſwecte, as you | 
| may well concciue by his exteriour apparance, 
| Take heede you lett him not fall, for he mult 
be kept with great care ; but if your loue be 
nor great, you will either forgett him quickly, 
orels lay him ſoone aſide, as thinking that he | 


| weighes roo much, And foe that you negotia= 
te with himinſuch ſort, as thatyou giue not 
ouer , till you percciue by good coniectures, 
that both you loue him, and are beloued by 
him, For till aſoutefeele this, it eucr lives in 
feare, aud ſadnes, and as vnder the burden of a 
laiv, but when it comes to this palle; there is 
nothing waica can ealily trouble it, when it | 
| con{iders that God loues it, and it loucs God. I 
| beſeech him that it may ſoe happen to your 


Ladyſhipp, Amen. 
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WUD YI IND DI RN LEI 


A letier of the Authour to a Lady wherein hee shewes 
wha the comme of the holy Ghoſt voronghtin the 
Apoſiles, and what :t workes 1m them whee dij- 
poſe themſelues to receiueit , and bow they are 10 


diſp oſe them {elucs, 


_ Od ſend you a good Feaſt of whitfonide, 


not by hearcſay, but by experience; & that, 


in this folemnitie your hart may tecle that 


which the faithfull ſeruits of Chriſt our Lord, 


when they were allembled in that mecting- 


place did tcele, by the infulion of him into their 
ſoules, who depriucd them of their weakens, 
and deltuered rhem from their ignorances , an 
fulfilled the boſome of their foules, with ſoe 
great loy , as might well giuethe world to vn- 
deritand 2 ; that the blood of Chriſt our lord was 
nor {hedd in vayne, nor his prayersto his Father 


made in vayne; -lince by meanes thercof, a parti- | 


cipation of the diuinitic , was communal 

O how often, when they ſaw themſclues ſoc 
deityed, dries wan locrichly the 
louers and beloued of God, did they fig 2 


world of prayſes to leſus Chriſt their lad and | 


Maiſter ; as knowing well , that he had ſent 
them this guittas he was God, and had deſerued 
it for them as he was man, For according to 
whatour lord himſelfe had ptomited, the holy 
ghoſt as ſoone. as he ſhould become, was to 
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make knowne leſus Chri/, our Lord, and to gine 
ceitimony of him , that "Al the Diſciples, and 
| the world might knon cium , and by knowing 
him migat vader {tand wv Shall | | that all good 
was to come tothem by his meanes , and that |. 
they were to render him ſcruice , and exprelle 
all oratitudeto him , as to their bo and aboun- | 
la bencetactour; andokia: ſoc, they might re- 
maine taltertycd roles by the rordes of loue, 
in his abſcnce, then formerly they had beenc in |. 
pens: might _ by experience, whata 
puilta wt one he Maty geſt 1s, and hoy ardently 
he makes that Bleſled word of God, to be be- 
loued, from whome himſelfe proceeded , and 
in whome he repoſes, and that they ſhould ma- 
ke noedithicultic to publith and proclaime him 
tothe world, though it ſhould colt them their 
liucs. 

It we had a parte of this ſolemnity heere 
within our very harts , weshould be ſureto ce- 
lebratc it exteriourly as we ought. And it our 
ſoule were bedewed with ſome dropp of the 
watcr of this plentifuil Riuer which jilues out 
of the throne of God, & of the lambe,the thirſt 
of this waole world would be ſoone quenched 
invs, and wee {hould be refreſhed by this hea- 
uenly dew from that drynes, and ſtiffnes whe- 
| rein wee yet remaine ſoc negligent, {oe barren, 
and ſ{oe accurſed, 

O how much would we finde our {clues 
obliged to our Redeemer, when wee ſhould | 
ſenfibly tecle, that wee were indeede redeemed | 
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| by tim, and that our finnes were drowned, that 
our forrowes were ſpent, and aboundance of 
toy imparted infteedethereof, Wee would not 


avſence from what weloue, of wanting thoſc 
things which ſeeme moſt necellary to vs, and 
in fine of any inconueniece. For foe powertull 
15t115 ſpiritr, and the hire thereof, that it ſtriues 


—— 


God, that noe water of ſorrow, and affliction 
hath power to quench it, but it remaines cuer 
quicke, and conveyed with ſuch ſtrength into 
the bowells of the ſoule ( which are {oe migh- 
tily inflamed ) that it kills all that which liues 
ill; andcauſes, that euen death it ſelfe cannot 
conquer him, who is mortyfied by the coming 
| of this holy ſpirite. 
| This is that deare queſt , whoec cures the 
. wound, which the abſence of Chriſt our lord 
had made in their harts whoe loued him, and 
hills vpp that empty place , which was made 
therein by his deparcure. And now it he were 
able to comfort and free men from that ſor- 
row , which was canſed by the abſence cf 
| Chriſt our lord himſelfe , more ealily will hee 
be able to comfort vs, in caſe of theabſence of 
creatures, if we be inany paine thereby, This 
1s hee, who is foe full of care of his orphanes, 


who ouerihadowes them with {trength,from 


on high , and who covers and keepes them 
warme vnder the mantle of his protection , and 


then complaine of paines,of banithments, of 


vpward, and makes vs ſoc loue & conhde in 


makesthem know that they haue one in hea- 
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i59 SPIKIIVSALSL. Ep. 19. | 
\uen , whome they may with confidence , but | 
| without preſumption call Father; hee repaires 
that which is ruined, he illuminates that which 
is darke , he heates that which is colde , he 
{traightens that which is crooked, te retrethes 
that which is oucr v\ caryed, and he is dayly gi- 
uing vs new ſtrength , which makes ys fly vp 
| toward the mountaine of God. 
| © Madam, it will be reaſon that ſuch an ex- | 
ccllent preſent as this, thould pur vs into great 
appetite, and that wee ſell all the aftections of 
| our hart , for the purchaſe of this Iewell, 
| which onely is able tro make vs happy, The 
| newes of it paſles before our doores, and the 
| | noyle ſounds in our cares , of hoy he comes 
 downe to men, and is glad of a habitation in 
their hartes; Let vs not ſuffer him to paſle by, 
| | but let vs conſtraine him to vilitt, and comfort 
vs, that we may ſerue himyet more. And con- 
 idering in whoſe name wee may defire him to 
| ſtay with vs, hewillnotnecde to be much en- 
treated; torthe Father ſends him, through Icſus 


' 


| Chrilt his ſonne our Lord. 


4 — TE 
| 


| | 


| Chriſt our Lord is he who obtayned the 
| holy ghoſt for vs. For otherwiſe', what had. Ve 
that molt high ſpirit to doe , with coming th 
downe to vs, whoe are but ſoe much fleſh, er 
which is impure, and weake, andenclined to be 
all kinde of ill ,This ſpiritt exceedes vs incom- hi 
parably more , then the heauens exceede the rit 
| earth, if it were not for that , hewho is of hea- th 
ucn , being engendred by the Father, did abaſc me 
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hunte.ic ic rarre asto become man, the fignih- 
cation of which word is to be earthly. And ſo 
God being humaned, and tempored with our 
weakenes, did labour and ſweate, and, vpon 
che colt of iis life, did obtaine for vs, that this 
ſpiritt which created the heauens , ſhould abaſe 
it ſelte ſoe farre, as to dwell in thoſe potts of 
clay, 

1 VS give thankes to Ieſus Chriſt our 
Lord , and lett vs gather the truite of his la- 
bours. And fince the holy zheſt comes downe 
willingly to dwell with vs, in contemplation 
of the meritts of Chriſt our lord, ler vs not be 
ſve vngratcfull for either of theſe two great 
fauours, as thereby to looſe them both, The 
molt high will abaſc himſelfe to theſe meane 
perſons, that he may bee their Father,and their 
ouide, and how then can wee be ſuch woetull 
ſotts , as to ſay Nee, to him. Let vs goe forth to 
receiuc him with loue, whoe comes with loue, 
and lett vs doe it with great defire, for where 
he is deſired he is well content to ſtay. Lett vs 
be like him whoe ſaid. My ſoule hath defired 
thee by night , and in ſpiritt ; and with the 
very bowells of my ſowle , I watch towards 
thee in the morning. By night he deſires to 
enioy thy holy Spiritt, who findes himſelfe to 
be afflicted , and places not his confidence in 
his owne arme, but ſends out {ighesto this ſpi- 
rit , as to the comforter of the ſorrowtull, and 
the caſer of all ſuch asare in paine. And: in the 
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SPIRITVALL Epatg, 


makes it not. one of hisflaſt Cares, how it may 
be fitt for him to furnith vp tuat inward howſe; 
out the chectec of them all is to conkider, haw 
he may be able to obraine rhis fauour & our 
Lord. And bcing thus cdelired, and invoked, in- 
 fallivly he w *y come ; for foe did Chriſt our i 
lord himſcite , who was cailed the Lejriedt of 
| al( re natio's ; ; and he loucs all ſuch as dchire 
| to polleile = 
| Let vs call vpon this hal; Spirit, V\ ! oh the 
 ſpeach both of our tongues 4 of our ſ{oules; 
but, wemult be ſure that tne howlſe be not i 
| furniſhed , and foe without prouiſton , that 
after hee thall be inuited , and ſait downe at 
table, we may hauc nothing for him to cate, 
| Let Cady our ficih, for that 15 the foode 
whereon hee feedes , ahd wiich he iikes foe 
well, For as for the leih which lives, he flyes 
from it,as farre as he can, and it{tinckes worle 
to him, then a dead dog would tovs, Let v3 
| mortifyc our owne opinion and judgment, that 
ſoc we may beruled by his; for two heades v4 ii! 
neuer zoucrne a houſe well , it that which 
knowes leaſt be not ſw ayed by that which 
| knowes moſt. And let vs renounce all our 
ſelfe conceipts, for thele are the Capitall enc- 
myes of tais heaucnly ſpirit , wich teaches vs 
to ſay , Not my will but thy will be done, Let vs be 
diligent to cleanſe our conſcience by penance, 
and confeilion, from all impurity , and cuery 
grain of duſt, how littic focuer it may bee. Fort 
this ue eſtis og” pure, and clearce; and it is not 
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| EPISTLES. 


| fitt ro lodge himin ſuch a howle as may difgult. | 
him, Let ys keepe peace, both at home and a- 
| broad; fot euen vnquict and wrangling folkes, 
| are wont to diflemble their little braywles , for | 
| tie honour of ſome principall gueſt. 

Hauing lodged him in our howſc,let vs giue | 
him good attendance, ſince he hath made it a 
pallace, For he is a mighty king,andit is againſt 
all reaſon, that hauing him with vs at home, 
we ſhould be gadding abroad to ſee vanities, 
| Let vs then ſhutt vp the doores, and caſt our 
{clues proſtrate at his feete, andlet vs tell him 
with truth , that there is nothing which ſhall 
draw ys from him, and that we haue giuen this 
| anſweare to all the world, that it mult leaue ys, 
and him alone together, And ſoelett vs enioye 
him ; for he is able to make vs happy , and ſo as | 
that nothing can depriue vs thereof, If you car- | | 
ry the bulines thus , you fhall be comforted in 4 
all that, whercin yet you haue diſcomfort; and 
you Shall drinke of the Riuer of the detights of God | | 
till even you be incbriated thereby, And I ſhall | 
alſoe be comforted when I ſhall ſee you in the 1 
hands of him whoe knowes foe well how to | 
keepe you, and inſtruct you, and eternally to | if 
ſauce you. It is he, whomel befecch to be your 
luccour, 


Ep. 19. 161 | 
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SPIRITVALL Ep.20. 


= me what preparation is belt, and what con- 
 celcbrate the miſtery of the bedy , and biord of 


feare that the thing, which of it {elte 1s rele 
tuil, may yer prouc *hurtfull to you, for want of 


{oe alloe are the ouifts which God imparts to 


meancs , and others by another, and therefore 


A letter of the Authour to a certaine | 
Preift. Hee shewes how be may pre- | 
pare himſelfe ; and what conſiderd- 
tions are moſt profitable , when he 
goes ro celebrate at the Altar. 


R Eucrend Father; I beſeech our Lord that 


the delay which I hauc v{cd in making my |} 


| 2n{weare, may be recompeced with being true, | 


and \prefitable to you, for y OUL man is of 
greatimportance; and ſe would the an{weare 
alloe bee, if it were ſuch as I haue ſaid, You 


aeration 1s molt profitable, when you goe to 


our lord and Sauiour Ieſws Chriſt ; becauſe you 


duc Preparation, 
You know already , that there are different 


complexions of mens bodyes ; and {oe 1s there | 
variety of inclinations, in their mindes, yea and 


men , very different. Some , he leades by one 


there can be noe {uch common rule oIven , as 
may [quarew cll with the generallity of all men, 
concerning the confideration which may be 
m-f{t profitable for the aforeſaid aftion, But this 


_- 
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1s certaine, that that conhideration will be beſt 
for any man, which God imparts, and whereby 
2 man findes himſelfe to be moued moſt. And | 
he whoe hath any knowledge ſuch as a man 
may haue in things like theſe, ( wheteof there | 
[15 Noe certaine faith , nor clcere euidence that | 
his Preparation , or conſideration growes from 
the impulle of God) , hath noe reaſon to chaun- 
ge it for any other, till our lord chaunge it, And 
t21S15 ro be tryed, by giving account thereof, to | 
tome perſon , who hath experience in theſe 
things, together with prudence ; and foe cotake | 
the relolution, 
But now there arcothers , witoe finde not 
them(clues particularly moucd, to vie, this, or | 
thar Confideration. And yer it isalfoc neceſſa- 
ry, for theſe men ro imwyart the notice of their | 
1oward cilpoſition ; foe to trye whether they 
haue neede to be carryed by the motiue of Lowe, 
or feare, they being either ſadd, or cheeretull; 
[and the remedy is to be applyed, according to 
the neceflities whereia they are, And becau- ty 
(e I incline to thinke , according to the re- 
lation yyhich I haue received concerning 
you, that che ſtate wherein you are, 15 of a per- 
lon proficient in vertue, and that it 15 fitter fof 
you to exerciſe your felfe , vpon he conltdera- 
tons which may prouoke you tothe teruour of | 
|{oue, wich reverence, then v DON others; I ſay, 
nat to this purpoſe, I know of none better, 
Thenthat which may giue v3 lively to vnder{tad, | | 
thatour lord with whom: w2 goe to treate, 15 | 
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God and man, and what the caulc is why he co- 
mes to the altar, 


Certainely Sir, it isa blow of great force, 
towards the awaking of any man, ro conlider, 
and (ay this to himſclfe, in good earneſt , [ am 
76W goeing to Conſecrate Almizhty God to "blald 
1 in my hands , to hane ancdience of FO and 
to receine im into oy beſome. Let vs ponder this 
well; and if ic{finckeinto vs by the grace and {pi- 
ritr of our lord, ir will be ſufhcient, and ſuper- 
abundant, for the making that ceſule towards 
vs, whereof we haue ſoc much ncede, that ſoc 
( according to our frailty, ) we may performe 


that ofhice as we oughr, 
Who is hee that can chooſe but be infla- 


met in loue, by thinking , I goe to recelue an 
infinite Good ? fon wal; not tremble , with ao 
 amorous kinde of reuerence, at his preſence, 


betore whome the po;vers af heauen tremble? 
and who will not reſolue, neuer to oftend him 
more, but ſtill ro praiſe him: and doc him ſerut- 
ce? Who will not be confounded , and encn 
mourne with greife for hauing offended that 
Lord, whome hee hath preſent theve'! > who will 
not confile , vpon {uch a payne ? whoe will not 
take hart, to goe through this deſert , by the 
way of pennance, with (uch Prouifion 2 And fi 
nally, this conſideration, (when the hand of our 
Lord hclpes it on) doth Wholl y chaunge a man, 
and ibn him from kichſelfe , Pow cuen {val- 
low him vp ; ſome tyme$byreuerence, ſome ty- 
mes by loue; and at other tymes, by other molt 
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powerſull aftects of rhe minde, which are pro- 
duced by the conliderations of his Preſence, | 
Which affects, though they doe nor neceſlarily 
flow from thefe Conſiderations , yet are they a 
moit ready helpe thereynto, if the man , as we | 
vie to ſay, will not be a PRE $ 
Soe that you hall doe well to exerciſe your 
{elfe in this thought, Make account that you 
heare that voice, Ecce ſporſus venit , Dores viſter 
venit, Behold yonr ſpouſe ts coming , , yotir God 15 co 
ming, And $hutt your ſelte vp in your hart , and 
hen open 1t to recetue that, which vits to 
{treame fron fuch alightning. And deſire you, 
(of the {ame Lord, that tor thar very g00dnes of 
his, by which he hath vouchſafed to put him 
lelfe = your hands ; for that ſame goodnes, 1 
a, he will giue you a true fecling chereof,that 
loe you may eſteeme , reuearc, andlouehim, as 
you ought, Importune him that he permitt you 
not to be in the preſence of ſuch a Maieſty, 
withour feare, reuerence, and loue. Accuſtome 
your ſelfe rothinke as you ought, of the preſen- 
ceof our Lord ; although you chould then en= 
'rertaine noe other tonfederucicn but tht. 
Conſider them whoe ſtand in preſence of 
king 2s, who, though they ſay nothing ; yet {ce 
the modeſty , the renerency., 'R theloue where- 
with they fend, it rhey ſtand as they ought. But 
iris Gar ro conſider how thoſe great ones al 
liſt inthe Court of heauen, in oreſence of that 
Infinite oreatenes all crembling at the reflection 
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of loue, like perſons whoe ace, as it were, con- | 
ſumed, in ſuch a furnace, Make account, that 
you enter amongſt thoſe Grawndes , whoe are foe 
| richly adorned, and {ce well behaued; and foe | 
diligent in docing {cruice to their Lord, And ; 
then being placed, in (uch ſociety as that, and 11 ! 
| the preſcnce of {oc great a king, thinke of it as 
| you ought, though, as I was (aying, you haue | 
| not, at that tyine, any other conlideration then | 
that, 

My meaning is, that it is one thing for a man 
to hauc what to lay rothe king ; and 1£ 15 ano- 
ther, to know ( which may be done with {cilen- 
cc ) how to ſtand in his preſence , and thereto | 
carry himlelt as he ought, And this 15 that vnion 
| ofthe {ouic with our lord , which a man $hal! 
doe well to procure during the tyme of 2Mſje, 
| andto hang wholly vpon him, iuſt foe as when 
he is1n his Cel], vaited with our lord, in the molt 
{ecrer retired corner of his hart, And this, in ſuch 
{ort, as that the wordes which, he reades, may 
not be of any diltraction to this vnien; for he 
Shall reape more truite by ic , then by them; 
though yer, it betruc, that he is to haue regard 
alloe to the werdes ; but ke 15 to accultome him 
(clte whileit he hath his hart ynited, and preſent 
with God, to carry that attention withall , to 
waat he doth, and faith, as 1s conuentent., 

Decrelord, and what doth the {oule of that | | 
man fecle , when hee carryes him in his hards 
who made clection of our Þ. Lady . & enriched 


. . . Ko | 
her with celeſtiall graces , that she maght vc 
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made fitc to liue and coaucrle with God made 
man, And when he compares her hands, and ar- 
mes, and eyes, wirh his owne, what confulton 
doth he grow to haue? How fſtraightly will he 
hould him{elfero be obliged , for ſuc a benehir? 
what caution will he vſe that he may keepe him 
ſelfe wholly for him , whoe hath done him foe 
much honour, as to put himmlelfe into his hands, 
and ro come to them by them yordes of Conſe- 
CYation, 

Sir, theſethings arenoe bare wordes nor noc 
dead conſiderations ; but they be arrowwes, shutr 
ſtifly our , from the ſtrong bowe of Alnughty 
God, which wound and wholly chaunge the 
| hart, and which make it deſire, that at the end of 
Maſje , it may at lardge conlider that worde of 
our Lord, Scits quid fecerim vobts? Doe you know 
' what I haue done to yow. Deare lord that a man 

could conceiue quid fecerit nobis Dominusr, What 
our Lord had done far vs in that houre. T hat a man 
might taſt him with the palate of his ſoule, O 
that a man had true weights , where with he 
might weigh our, this great benefitr. How happy 
 $hould he be, eucn inthis world; and how, after 
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the end of Maſſe, would heloath euen the light of | 


creatures; and would eſteeme it to be a torinent, 

thathemuſt treate with them. And his ioy and 
lite would conſtit, in pondering , Quid fecer:t e: 

dominus , what our lord had done for bim , till the 

ext day , that he should retourne to ſay Maſſe, 

| And if our Lord doe at any tyme glue you this 
light, you will know what ſorrow and shame 
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you ought to carry in your hart , when you ap- 
proach to the Altar without the fame. For he 
wv hoe neuer enioyed it, doth not know what 
a miſcry it 15, to want It, , 
You may add to this Conlideration of thc 
perſon whoe comes to the Altar , the reaſon 
why he comes; and you will there ſec are{cm- 
blance of the loye, of the Incarnation of our 
| Lord, and of his holy Natiuity , and of his life, | 
and death; renewing that which paſſed heere- | 
toforc vpon his ſacred perſon, And if you fhail 
enter into the moſt inward corner of the hart 
of our Lord, and if hce youchſate to teach you, ' 
| thatthe cauſe of his coming, is a violent ard | 
impatient kinde of loue, which permitts not | 
him whoe loues , to be abſent trom the party 
beloued ; your ſouic will cuen faint vnder ſuch | 
| 2 conlideration as that. | 
A man isindecde moned much, by ponce- | 
ring after this manner , Heere 1 bane Almiehty | 
God, Bur yer, when hee conſiders, that he co- | 
mes meercly out of the great loue which he. 
beares, (like one betrothed who cannot liue' 
a day , without ſeeing and conuerfting with his 
Spoule), the man I ſay, who fceles this, would. 
be glad to hauec athowſand harts, wherewith 
ro correſpond with ſuch loue , and to ſay with 
5, Auguſitne O Lord what am I to thee , that thou 
boul deft commaund mee 10 lone thet > what am 1 10 
| tree , that thou Mould:ji ſve nxich deſire, to make wit 
a v1jitt; and to give mce an embracement , and thar, 


| 


| 


| being 1a heauen, with them who know ſoc 
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well how to loue , and tcrue thee, thou yer | 
| vouchſafelt ro deicend to this creature, who ' 
| knowes yery ill now to {crue thee, but very well | 
how to off: thee, Is it potlible thar thou canſt | 


thy loue, vpon ſuch acreature as my feite? And. 
is 1t poſſtvie, that thou thouldeit come hither, 
in thy royall perſon, and that thou thouldelt | 


lay ; 1 dyed # thee once , already; and I come to 


mee, 1s it poſſible that thy loue ot mee, thould | 

A” 5 | 
draw thee downe 2? Bietled mailt chou bee for | 
eucr, who being what thouarr, hait yet placed | 


— 


thee now, to lett thee know , thatl repent nit my ſel/t 
hereof; but rf 1t were needetul' [yomnid dye for 110 ! 
yet, 4 ſerond ryme. What launce could rematie 
inthe reſt, after ſuch adeare expreſſion of Joue j 
15 this: Who , O lord will cucr beableto hide! 
nimfcife from the heate of thy hart, which 
warmes ours with thy preſcnce, & the ſparkes | 
ly out to all them who are ncere it, as out of | 
{ome mighty furnace, And asſuch a lord as this, | 
' my good Fathcr ) doth the God of the hea- 
vens, come to our hands, and we being fuch 
wretches as wee are, doc yct conuerſe with | 
him, and recciuc him. 
| Let vs now conclude this good ſubicct, 
which is ſoc ftt to be feitand pur in execution, 
And et vs beſeechthis lord of ours , who hath 
already done vs one fauour, that now he wilt! 
doevs another, foraſnuuch as his blefſings,vn-| 
lefle we valew them , and thanke him ; and | 
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Or rather as 5. B.ynard faith , Toe vn2ratefull 
mn, vy bow much the vener hee ts, by foe much hee ts 
the worſe. Let vs conlider well how wee liue, | 
throughout the whole day ; leaſt els our lord 
puni(h vs,in that tyme when we areat the Al- 
tur, And throughout the whole day , let vs 
carry this thougat in our harts, [ have receiued 
our Lerd, Athis table | ftt;, and ta morrow I shall 


| be with him azaine. By this meane;, wee ſhall be 


able to avoyd all ill, and wee thall take hart, to- 
wards the practiſe of all good. Fgr that which 
is done trom the Altay , our lofd is wont to 
rewarde, at the Altar, 

To conclude, I ſay you mult remember how 
our lord complained of S:29u the Phariſee, for 
thar, entring into his houſe, hee gaue him noc 
water for his fecte, nor any kifle ro his cheeke, 
To the end we may kno:v tat he detires, that 


inthe howſe where heenters, we ſhould giuc | 


him teares, layd at his tecte for our t1nnes; and 
loue which makes vs ſalute him with the kifle 
of peace. I beſeech our lord to beſtozy this 
peace on you, both with your ſeite, and with 
your neighbours ; and ſoc as that it may ſpring 
from perfect loue ; which 1 delire may torment 
you heere, for the offences , which your ſeltc 


and others committ azainſt our Lord, Andin| 


heauenT detire,that he ſhould make you enioye 
it; eftecming the good of God for your owne, 
and more then your owne, becauſe you loue 


him more then your ſelte, For his loue, I begs 
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of you, tiar itin this letter, there be either litle, 
. 1 = 
or mucin, wiictneedes amendemcnt, ic may a9t 


Jood 1n it, Jive the thankes for that , to our 
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Altiterof the 2 athour to ſome deare ſreindes of Þ1s: 

Wi Were afſiited by a perſecution, w hich wee: 

rayſed avainiſt them , be aniinates them muc 7 , to 4 

luve of the Crolle , and the imitation of Cir 
f we C : | 

our Lord , ywhercaf bee ſpeakes with orcat ta 

derner, 


j'9 
the fatner of mercyes, and the Gidlof 3 vonſula 
ton, WHO? Cumnfortes VS 1 all our ion! ation; ; in ſuc! 
my AS tht Wee aiſce, 14a enabied 0 C:iintmatk te 
| who arc in an hinge of aſirttion, Aud 19115 Wwe ane. 
' in vertue of that ba wherew:t) God come 
| ferres #3, For 25 ihe tribulations bf "Chritt abgundetn 
| VF , [0 rows i) Chriſt , ſec CHY Confolaiton FR) alſyc 
'® "44 FR 
pw” > are the wordes of the Apoltle Saint 
 Parle. Tirtcetymecs he vas ſcourve.] | wit! rod- 
ds: fuety URIs: whipps; and once he was 
ſtoned, in ſuch ſort as that hc was left for dead; 
and perſecuted by all the generations of man 
 kinde: and tormented wit hall ſorts of aftlic- 
| tions, and troubles; and this not in any ſmall 


B Leſjed ve Gad the Fa ter, of onr Lord tir Cori 


| Want your Im ; and if there be any thing | 


Lord, and remember mice when y ou ſhall 6 | 
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number of tymes, bur as himlelte ſaith elſwhe- 


| re, Wee 4ve ener, twen draWre todealh, for the lone of 


| Ieſus Chriſt, that foe bis life , may be made manif{c|t 
(iz vs. Andin all theſe tribulations, he doeth not 
| onely not murmure, nor complaine of God, as 
weake perſons are wont to doe, nor Joe he 
allict himſelfe otherwiſe , as 1s vſed by them, 
' whoe loue their bom and their caſe ; nor 
 docth heimportune God to remoue them from! 
| bim, like ſuch as know not the valew thereof, 
and therefore delire not ſuch company,as that, 


' nor docth heeſteeme them as ſome fleight, and | 


little fauours , as they doe whoc loue not to 
| {uffer much ; "8 leauing all ignorance, and 
weakenes farre behinde him, he pray ſes our 
lord in them, and giues hes for them, as 
| for an ex raordinary bleſſing, Eſteeming hams 
 {elfe happy, tO ſuffer ſomewhat for the honour 
\ of him, whoe ſuffcred ſoc great diſhonours ; 
that be he might draw vs out of that true di{- 

nonour wharoin wee were, being flaues to the 
| baſency of linne; and he beautified. and honou- 
| red vs, with his ſpiritt, and with the «doption of the 
ſomes « God, and he gaue vs an earneſt , and a 
pledge that we ſhould enioye the kingdomc of 


heaucn by him. 
O my brethren, whoe are foe very much 


beloued by mee, God will open your cyes , that 
| you may conkiler how great fauour he doth 


vs, by that which "Oe world thinks to be disfa- 
your , and how much wee are honoured , 1n 
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| 


| being diſhongured, for ſecking the honer of 
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. | | 
tor tbat abaſement, whercin now we are, and 


how {weete, delighttull and deare armes, our 
Lord extends towards vs , to receiue {uch as 
are wounded inthe warre for his fake, where- 
by thoſe very woundes doe incomparably out- 
ſtrip, & cuen make ſweete all that gall, which 


a ychement deſire of theſe imbracements. 

For whoe will not delire that , which 1s 
wholly amiable, and delireable , but onely ſuch 
a one, as knowes not what true happines 15. 


— — 


uities of heauen pleaſc you , and if you dehire 
to {ce, and enioye the ſame, there is noe way to 
It more {ecure, then that of ſuffering, This 15 
that path, whereby Chriſt our Lord, and all his 
{eruants are gone before vs ; and which be calls 
trerwhr, and ſauh, thas u leades men to life, And he 
lefr vs this inſtruction, to the end that if wee 
itould have a minde to be where he 1s, wee 
might walke by that way, where he went. For 
It 1s againſt all reaſon, that the ſonne of God, 
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| the [ne , then his Lord, And God torbidd_. that 
our ſoule thould repoſe, and reſt, in any other 
| thing, or thould defire any orher life \, inthis 
| world, bur onely to ſuffer, vnder the Croſſe of 


the afilictions of this life can giue, Andit we 
hauc any true vnderitanding, we ſhall conceiue 


But know you for certaine, that if thoſe fteſti- 


bauiag gone by the way of dithonour; the fon- 
nes of men, ſhould goe by the way of honour, | 

, | 
frace the Diſciple 15 not greater then bis Maifter , #0 
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| God, and io0,y nigh honour isreſcrued to vs, | 
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Chritt our lord, Though yer, I know not , if 1 
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| haue {aid well, in calling that attliction which. 
is ſuffered ynder that Crejje. For to my ſceming, | 
It 15 as thedelight of aſott bed.tull of roſcs, 

() tNoun leſas of Na%arciy ( by which word 
it is fignificd that thou art all full of j{, wers), 
ho\v Rocere i is that odour of thee, which a- 
wakes in ys, thoſe inſatiable defires, of eterni- 
ty; and aber vs forgett tacaftlictions, which 
weſutfer heere,whileſt we conſider for whome 
they are endured , and with what rev ard they | 
thail be _ And whoe is hce that can loue 
thee ar all, and yet doeth not loue thee crud-. 
' fed © in that 'roſje, thou diddeit feeke mec,thou 


” — — 
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| 
diddcit free mce, thou Ciuide!t joue mee, giuing 


thy life and bout for mce , by the hewds of 
ba fe and cruell wretchie And thercfore in 
\the Croſſe , will 1 ſceke thee. and ypon that 
I finde thee ; and finding R thou helpelt 
| mee; and thou deliuereſt mee from my. ſelte, 

who am the creature which contradicts thy 
toue, wherein myne owne faluation doth con- 
ft. Bur now (being free pews the loue of my 
|felf, which is thine enemy } I anſweare thee, 


poore :£{emblance_, of that exceſ{ſiue loue, | 


louing thee, and pe” for thee, as thou by 
louing mce, dycd{t of loue for mee, 

Bur woe i5 mcc, and what lhame coucrs my 
face, and what ends y ſcizes vpon my hart, 
K hae | 43 aing beene ſoc much beloue: d by thee, 
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| diddeſt cure mee, "WE diddc{t deitucr mce,thou 


though not with equallity , yet w th akinde bf 


which thou carrycdit to mce vpon thy Croſſe; T | 
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which thy ſoe great torments doe well declarc ) 
]yetlouethee ſoe little, as may be ſeene by the 
little ,which I cndure for thee, I cafily confelle, 
that all men deſcrue not ſoe great happines, 
2s to be marked out for thine, with the marke 
of the Croſſe , bur yer, conhider what a ſadd 
thing itis, for meeto defire,and not to obtaine; 
\toaske and not to receive 2 How much mo- 
re, when I begg notdelight, and eaſe; but afflic- 
tion, and painc, for loue of thee, 

| Tell mee, lince thou will haue mee to be 
both thy Herald , and the Auntcni, w hoeam to 
carry the. flying cclours , of thy ghoſpeil , why 
{thou doeſt not apparell mce, from head to 
'foote, with thine owne livery, O how 1l] 
\dorh the name of being thy ſeruant belong to 
mee, whoe finde my ſcite naked , of that 
\varment , wherewith thou diddeſt ſoc cor- 
\dially , and ſoc continuaily , and ſocaboun- 


dantly goe apparelled 2 Tell vs , O beloved | 
leſus, ( eucn by that ſwcete Croſſe of thine) 
was there peraducnture , any one day , when 
thou diddeſt put off , that robe of ſuffe- 
[rance , to cloath thy ſeite with repcſe and 
\cale 2 Or was there any one day , wherein 
thou diddeſt put off that rough coate, which | 
ſoe wrought into the very rootes of th 
hart , as to make thee ſay , My ſonle 1s heauy, 
[(1en 10 the death £ O noe, thou wert farr from 
[reſting , becauſe thou wert farre from lea- 
[ung to {cxr, and this love made thee alwayes 


ſufer. 
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| And whea the y ftript theeof thy cloathes, 
they cutt out, vpon the Cr-ſje, ( as if it had bee- 
'nevpon ſome table ) another garment for thee; 
of ad that ſo long a one , asto reach from thy | 
very head to thydfeete; and there was noe part 
(of | which was not dyed, with thy moſt 
 pretious crymſon bloud. Thehead Crowned 
with thornes, the face, loaden with buffetrs, 
tie bands peirced w ith two nayles , and the 
fe ecte with one; a bitter one tothee, but dearc 
To vs; and all the reſt of thy body, embroderdd 
' ouer ich {oc many "ERA as that it was noe 
| ealye thing , to nunber them. 


1 
| 


| Hee whoebeholding thee, ſhall loue him- | th 
ſeife , and not thee, ſhall doe theo an extreame | \ 
| wrong, Hee whoe ſceing thec,in fuch a plight, F 
 thall fly 'c from thar, which may make himltke t 
to | han and liec abockich bur little defire to f 
ſuffer for thee, doth not know thee with per- j 
fect lone: Forhee whoeſoe knowes thee, doth E 


cuen dye for loue of thee, when he conſiders 
that thou dycdit for him, and he more detires 
 diihonour for thy ſake, then hee elteemes ho- 
'nour, & then all that, which the whole world, 
| ( which is both a deceiner and doth decciue ) 
can giue, Away with it , away, let itall hould 
his peace, in compariſon of thy Creſſe, whatſo- 
cuer it bein this world , which floriſhes moſt; 
and yet is ſoc foone withered, And let worldly 
| people, be enen confounded with ſhame, ſince 
' thou, foe much to thy colt, hatt fought & ouer- 
come, by thy Corſe. Yea and lett "them enen ly 
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alfoe be aſhamed, who are held for ſeruanrs of | i 
thine, and yet reioyce not in that , which is | 
contrary to the'world ; notwithſtaading that 
| | 

thou wert foe reproached , and abandoned, 
and contradicted by this blinde world, which | 


(neither doth nor yet can fee that Truw, which 


15 Thy ſelfe, 

For my part, I am reſolued to hould thee 
falt , though all other tlings be wanting to | 
mee ( which yct in true account, can neither 
| deſerue the name »f all things , nor indecde, of 
any thing , but of perfc& miſery and a meere 
nothing” rather then T willremaine of any orher 
colour, then thou art; though otherwiſe thg | 
world whercin I liue , might be all mine, For 
all thoſe things, which are not the thing, which 
thou thy ſelfe art, are rather affliction, and bur- 
den, thentrue happines, but inthy being ours, 
and our being thine, conlifts our true ioy, and 
riches, for thou alone, art all our true good, 

I had forgotten my ſelfe my deere brethren, 
in that whereof I beganne to ſpeake ; and to 
beſcech , and admonith you, in the name of 
Chriſt our Lord, that you be not troubled, nor 
brought to wonder, ( at a {traunge thing, 
and not familiarly knowne by the ſeruants of | 
God ) at theſe perſecutions , or rather the ſha- 
doiwes thereof, which are come ypon vs. For | 
this hath beene nothing but a tryall, and exa- | 
mea of that leſſon, which we haue beene lear- 
niag continually , by the ſpace of five or ſix 
yCares, ſaying, that we muſt inffer , we mult [uffey, 
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for the loue of Chriſt our lord. Behould yee | 
are now, at the very gates, Let vs not be trou- 
bled like children , whoe are not willing to 
repeat their leſſon, But comfort your ſelues, 
in our Lord, and in the ſtrength of his power, 
who loues you , and whoe will detend you, 
And though he be but one, yer he can doe| 
more , then all the reſt , for hee is omnipo- 
tent. You nccde not alſoc fcare , that hee 
wants knowledge, how to doe it; for he can 
be ignorant of nothing. And now conlider, 
whether it be reaſon , that any man ſhould 
be moued , whoe is tyed to Almightie God, 
with thoſe three ſoc hard knotts , of an inh- } 
nite power, an infinite wiſedome , and an inh- | 
nite loxe, 

Let not the menaces of them who threa- | 
ten you , brecde you any trouble, For I for 
my part, giue youto vnderſtand, that Iyal-| 
lew not all their threates , at the weight of 


one {ſingle haire, For I am noe where, but 


in the hand of Chriſt our Lord ; and I 


| 


haue great compaſſion of their blindenes. 
For the ghoſpell of Chriſt our Lord , which I 
haue preached in that rowne , is hidden from 
their eyes , and S. Paule aftirmed , that ihe | 
God of this world , which is the deuill , did} 


blande the foules of the Infidells ; to whe end wat the | 


elory of the ghofpill , might not Shine wpon them. 


But [ deſire much , and 1 cordially begg of 


our Lord , that he will haue mercy on them, | 


and rhat he will heape benedictions vpon 
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them, in liew of the curſes which they caſt 
on mee ; and glory for thedithonour, which 
they doe mee, or ( to ſpeake more truely ) 
for that which they delire to doe mee. For 
as for mee, Iam fixed in this, that there is noe 
honour for a man vpon this earch , but to be 
diſhonoured for Chriſt our Lord. 
Doe you alſoe, my deere freinds , after 
the ſame manner ; and be Diſciples of him, 
winoe gaue 4 keſſe of peace , to that perſon, 
{and called him freind , who had ſould him, 
to his enemyes, And vpon the Croſſe he ſaid, 
| Pardon them , Father , for they know not what 


how they are the creatures of God; andthar 
God detires their ſaluation,g and then you will 
take hcede , of wilhing ill to that man, to 


whome God delires ſoc much good, Remem- | 


ber how often you haue heard from my 


mouth , that wee muſt lone our enemyes ; and | 


that , with great repoſe of minde , and with- 


_ out ſpeaking ill of any. Pale ouer this fitt | 
of tyme; for our Lord will quickly bring on 


another, And bevery well awake, that you 
may not gocbacke to reuerſe any one 1ogt of 
that good , which you haue begunne ; for 
this would be extreamely ill done. Bur 
ſettle this truth in your hartes , that he 
Whome you haue followed , is the lord of 


 Heauen , and earth , and of life , and death. 


And thar in fine , though all the world 
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th:y dre, Conhder in all your neighbours, | 
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| ſhould ſay nay , his truth mult preuaile, La- 
bour youto follow that cruth, and whileſt you 
are docing ſoc, doe not onel y forbeare to feare 
men, but "feare not deuills noc nor cuen An- 
cells, if it were poſſible for them, to be againſt 
you. Be very carcfull to be {ilent am6gft men; 
but be ſure that your hartes, ſpeake much jn 
prayer, to God , from whome all our good i; 
ro come, And his pleaſure is, that we ſhould 
obtaine it ; and eſpecially by meditating vpon 
tie paſſion, of lijus Chrilt our Lord. And if 
you ſuffer any thing , by the tongues of cuill 
men ( for, in ftac, youſutter nuthing els ) take 
it in diſcharge of your finnes, and as a particu- 
lar fauour of God, whoe will make you clea- 
ne, by the tongues of thoſe cuill men , as it 
migir be with ſome bruth or rubber ; torthoſe 
congues will be fowle thereby ( lince they vtter 
fowle things ) and your ſelfe will gro:y cleane 
by ſulfering, and you will be {urc of happines 
inthe other world. 

But inthe meane tyme, I will not, by aty 
meanes, that you eſtecme your ſelues tor bet- 
ter, thenthem, whome thus you ſee to goe 1n 
errour, Becauſe you know not how long your 
ſclues may continue indoeing well, nor they 
in doeing i!1, But worke your ſaluation 11 feare and 
in humility ; ; and ſoc hope that your ſelucs ſhall 
| gett toheauen , as not to iudge with all, that 
your neighbour i is not to goe thither. And ſoc 
value the tauours whichGod hath done to you, 
a5 that withall you touch not vpon the 1impe!- 
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{eftions of your neighbours. For you know | 
'\what happened betweene the Phariſec , and L1. 18 | 
[the Publricane, by which example we mult be | 
warned, 
There is noe ſanctity aſſured, bur in the | 

holy feare of God, whercin, I would bawe you x; 2 
even grow ld,as the holy Sc ipture {aith. Soe to 
cive vs to vnderſtand , that wee mult not one- 
ly feare God , when rſt we come to his ſerui- | 
ce, but cuen to the very end, This feare is noe 
(add, or irkſome kinde of thing, but full of 
our and guſt ; and it takes away all leuity, 
and effuſion of hart; and it makes a man not 
yenterous, to approuc his owne actios as good; 
though perhapps i in themſclues, they be well | 
done. But he leaves the indgment , both of 
lhimſelſe , and of all the world , to Almighty 
God, As $. Paule ſaid, [ 1adge 101 wy ſelſe , but he 

whoe tul2es mee, is oy Liv: "Thisis hee, whome 
[you mult feaxe, if you will perſcuer .in doeing 
well; and if you will not haue your building 
fall, but Rand ſafe, till it mayriſe andreachto 
the moſt high God, Bur now this muſt be done 
by lope, which I beſeech our lord Teſus Chriſt, 
wo give you, Amen,'Pray for inee very cordial- 
ly, as already beleiue you doe. For I hope in 
God, that hee will heare you, and that he will 
Line mee to you, for your {ernice, astn former 
tymes, LE] 
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| | ALerrer zo 4 Lady who was growena 
widow, Hecomforts her in the death 
| of her husband , and animates her to 


carry,her affliftions with patience. 


Haue deferred to write to you , out -of a 
| belecte , that myletter would be of little 
power, towards the mitigating of that great [ 
{orrow, to which they ſaid, you were growen 
ſubiec. And I thought I ſhould take a better 
courleto be yttering my ſelfe to our Lord who 
is the Lord of all comfort, and to be recom- 
mending you to him, then to be ſpcaKing to 
you , by my letters, But yet becauſe they hauc 
beene demaunded with foe great inſtance, 
waich ſerues to a{lure mee, how much they 
 aredeſired,, and becauſc our lord hath power | 
| enough to doe what he liſts by the meanes 
euen of dead letters , I would not faile to doe 
as I was commaunded , and that to which I 
was obliged \ beſeeching our lord that by mea- 
nes thereofhe will be pleaſed to breede that 
comfort in your hart which I delire. 

Our Lord hath ſoe diſpoſed, as to haue you 
try what taſt theſe afflictions haue , which arc 
oathered in this vale of teares, and they not 
'___ ] of che gentler but ruder fort. Let his name 
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be blefled , his iudgments adored , and his 
[will obeyed , fince that which the creature 
owes to his Creatour , is all reuerence and 
{ubicCtion , not onely in thoſe things which 
are delizhtfull , but in thoſe others alſoe, 
[which are molt painefull, Now to make 
tryall of this obedience, God is wont to teach 
vs, in that which lyes next our harts. To the 
end that wee may vnderſtand, that for ſoe great 
[2 lord, we muſt be content both to doe , and 
ſufter great things. 10 

Abraham carryed exceſſive lone to his [Cen 
ſonne Iſaack, and God was pleaſed to tryſhim | 2. 
inthat, A great loue it was which Iob car- 
ryed to his ſeauen ſonnes, and yet God tooke 
themall away, in oneday. And afterthis man- 
ner, is he wont to proceede with ſuch as he 
loues. For by this mcanes both they are made 
capable, of teſtifying their loue to him, and by 
|theſame hce takes occation , todocthem great | 
tauours. 1 know well , that flesþ and blood 
haue noe ynderſtanding of this language, and 
that they onely imploy themſelues, vpon fec- 
ling the greife and loſie , which they ſuſ- | | 
taine , without caring for other things. But 
if God be in vs, we muſt reſtraine our ſence, 
| and make it obedient to reaſon , and to 
the will of our Lord. And though it 
trouble vs much , yet muſt yve not ler this E 
fleſh of ours onercome , but remembring 
|the anguiſh of our Lord , which made him 
pnevee dropps of bloud , and ſay . Father , not {-: 
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ded with oreife, euen to the dearh, wee ſhould | 
vatie allour lives , without erinking once of 


$ PIRI T VALL 
my will , bot thy wil be dane, we are to (ay the 
ſame, Ewe meane to be Cnc for hi diſ- 
ciples; - fince he will know none for his vaſlails 
onearth , nor for his companion in heauen, 
but the man who carryes the croſſe vpon his | 
| backe, and whoe will follow him as the ſhee- | 
pe his ſheapheard , though it ſhould coſt him 
his life. 
Tell mee of what wre can iuſtly com- 
plaine in our aftliftions, fince by them our f1n- 


nes grow to be diſcharged, and ourſejues made | 


to reflſemble the ſonne of God +? For what a 
bould irreuerece ſhould it be, thatſlaues would 


not paſle , bythat lawe, by which their Lord 


did paſle, and that adopred ſonnes ihould not be 
content to endure that, which the natuyall 
ſoane endured; who was more beloucd by God 
the Father 'then his firſt begotten os, 2 and 
whoe was moceleudcn with varicty of paines 
then hee? Hee w.es the manef gveife , and be who 
knew by experience, what belonged to afflietion And 
if you be able ro count the dropps of the ſea, 
you may alfoe perhaps count his ſorrowes, 
Willitthen ſecmercaſon to you, that the ſon= 
ne of God, being ſocin anguith, and all woun- 


| 


vinager and gall} What is become of that ſhame, 


wha wee ought to haue, if heere wee ſhould 


Ler all creatures be e at laſt ynbeguiled and 


lett him ſuffer; alone, and yet pretend roraigne 
wirk him 1 IN heauen 2 | 


— Alta. dl. 


EPISTLES. Ep. 22, 8s | 


Know , that if the king of Neauen d:d enter 1919 ms | 
ubedeme by ir:baulatrons . we alſoe muſt enter in 
by "ml fame way, There is noe other way but : | 
leſus Cirilf and he? crucified ; & whoetocuer {ecxes | | 
any other, will not finde it, and whoſocucr wal- 
kes by any other , will looſe himſelte, and hee. 
will ſce , that thous! 1 it may bea nd of vn- 
ſauoury thing , to ſuffer i inthis life, it is worſe 
ro ſuffer in the next. O blindenes of the loan: | 
of Adam, wnoe take noe care of the future, 
ſoe that the preſcat may pale to their conten- 
rement, Not valewing that waich brings in | 
| trueprofitr; but that which ; giues vs out. Nor 
| looking towards reaſon, bur pa{lion, Aud rhe- 
| refore doe tney lament when they ought to 
thinke themſelucs happy., and ticy rEJOVCE 
when tacy hauc more cauſcto mourne, What | 
is all this preſent proſperity , but a ſmoake, 
| Which by I tie and Intflewill bediipe oe: it | 
| ſuch ſort as thar wee thall ſee nOtning of it; And 
| what are all the yeares ot our lite, >wur a fo | 
lleepe, out of which when wvce awake, wee | 
finde our .{elres but to have becne abuled. And 
vpon any little trouble, which arriucs, we arc 
drawne to forgett our former pleatures ; yea 
and # giues vs, a Kinde of paine to have en- 
toyed them. 

If then, wee findetſoe vreat inconſtancy | 
In this why doe wee norſcekethat other? And 
lince wee ſee eyery day, that tins 154lipping 
| out of our hands; nut wee not feezkethat. 
ry hich laſts indeede, and will make our kelicity 
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— Ahern 


Ep. 22. | bt: 


G— 


etcrnall 2 If hitherto wee haue beene in blinde- 
nes, let vs now at length open our eyes, Andit 
proſperitie did once tell ys , that there was | 
ſomewhat heere, which. might content ys, let | 
now the gall of tribulation be applyed to our ' 
eyes and giue vs light to ſee, that,in this world, 
wee are truly miſerable, and that weare not in 
| our owne Country , butin a very painefull ba- 
 niſhment; andſoe rayſing firſt our hartes to heauen, 
| | let our conuerſation be alſoe there. 
This is the end why our Lord hath puniſhed 
you, that you may make more , and more ac- 
| | count of him, the more you ſce your ſelfe, in 
| | want, otherwiſe doc not conceiue that God 
takes pleaſurein your paine, but becauſe he is 
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mercitull he hath a tender feeling of your tea- 
res. Ohely he will put this touch of worme- | 
wood into your cupp, that ſoe hauing diſchar- | 
ged your nart, of all kumaine comfort , you | 
may haue your leaning place ypon him alone, 
God hath taken one comfort from you, but it 
is to giue you another , for ſoc he is wont to 
doe, He hath made you a widow , but it is 
that he may make himſelfe your Father, ſince, 
 P/at. | Father of the forſaken , is his name, Many at- 
67, | flitions will not faile to offer themſelues to 
| you, inthis widowhood; and in many things 
you will finde the want of him, who was wont 
ro remedy you in them. And in many of 
your freinds, you ſhall finde little helpe , and 
little fidelity and lefle gratitude ; bur in all 


theſe things , God will haue you make re-- 
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OW _ So 


courle to him , and conferre with him, abour | 
the troubles you ſhall be in , and that, as 
with a trye Father, you caſe your hart, with 
bim. And it with that hart you call vpon 
him , and cruſt your ſelfe in his hands intal- |} 
libly you ſhall mcetre with a ſure refuge , in 
all your difficulties , and a perfc&t guide in | 
all your wayes, And in any tymes without 
your knowing by whoſe meanes , or how 
it comes to palle , you ſhall finde your buli- 
nes done , to your hand , much better then 
you could hauc imagined ; and you thall then 
vnderſtand by experience , how great a freind. 
Gol is, to the afflicted ; and how truely he 
dwells with them , and makes himfcltfe a ſoli- +1 
citour of their cauſes. | 
| And if at any tyme , he doc not giue | 
'you that , which you dehire ; it will bc to 
'oiuve you that which ſhall be.ftt, For fo 
doth this celcſtiall phifitian proceede , with | 
them, who goe to him for their recovery; 
| 


—— 


ti. 


and whoe haue a greater defire , to be cu- 
red , then that their taſte be pleaſed. Depart 
'not you , from his hands, and cure, though | 
it ſhould put you to much paine, Delire him i 
not to doe what you will, bh what he will, 
Let your weapens , bc your prayers, and your | | 
| tearcs, aid they, not loſt teares, for that which | 
our Lord hath taken from you , bur liuiug : | 
 teares , for that our Lord may be plcaſcd to par- | 
| don him and to ſaue you. | 
| 


| For what doth that ſuperfluous paine | 
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A es eſs 


Hcfter, 


| 


it ſelfe be voplealing. This we are taught by 


your eyes with teares; bur for the louc of our 
Lord, apply your ſelfeto ſend your hart vp to 
him, and to prepare your ſelfe for that pallage, 

whereby you ſce others march before, It is 
enough , Lady, it isenough, that you haue al- 


ready made ſoc large a fealt to fleſh and blood. 


ſerue which t hey tell mee you giue your ſelte, 
but onely, for the adding of linne, to paine, 
But now you know , that as wee hauc no liber. 
ty to laugh, idely or vainely , foe neither haue 
weany to weepe ſuperfluouſly. But both in the 
one, and inthe other, we mult be obedient to 
the holy will of our Lord. Why doe you com- | 
plaine? why, I ſay, doe you Caine 2 Either 
you are alinner, andthen you are to be clen- 
ſed by this affli6 tion ; ; or els you are a iult per- 
ſon, par then you mult bee tryed , that you 
may be crowned. Whether it be the one or the 
ws. , you mult giue thanks to our lord , with 
your whole hart , and reſolue to loue the end 
andreaſon of this corr ection, though the thing 


holy Scripture, which relates how Hefer kifſed 


the end of A ſſnerus rod. 
Let not yourtyme palle away , in glutting 


Dry your eyes at 1aſt , and let not that tyme 
paſſe in bew ayling death which was graunrted 
you forthe gayning of life, 

Call to inde. that our Lord droue them 
out of the howſe, who lamented the death of 
a yong maide; and he ſaid thar she w.as not dead, 
but that 5he ſlept. For indeede amongſt C briſtias, 
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to dye is butto tail aileepe, till tharday come, 
when we ſhall awake againe, to take our bo- 
dyes , and fo toraigne with Chrilt our Lord, 
both in body, and ſoule. And conltder, that hee 
for whome you weepe, ts not dead but ſJeepes; and 
that, in a fleepe of peace, fince ke both liued 
end dyed a good Chriſtian, 

Why ſhould it trouble you ſoe much, that 
our lord would draw the man whome you 
loued, out of this place, which is ſoe miſera- 
ble, and would carry him into the way of ſal- 
uation? And if he haue left ſome troubles to 
you, take them vp with a good will, ſoe that 
he may goc onto his repoſe, And it his abſence 
aftlict you much, yet be comforted with this, 
that ſhortly you thall ſee him againe ; ſince our 
dayes in this life are ſoc yery fewe, and one of 
vs hath ſoelittle aduantage ouer the other, in 
dying a little ſooner, or later. You hall doe 
alſoe 1, ell ro concciue , that our Lord tooke 
him away , becauſe hee was well prepared, and 
that he hath leſt you hecre, to the end that you 
may well prepare your ſelfe. And inceyouſer- 
ucd our Lord with alacrity, in the ſtate of ma- 
trimony,ſferue him now intheſtate of widow- 
hood, and in the trouble of that ſtate , with pa- 
tience, Thatſoe,if then you gayned thirty fold, 
you may now gaine ſixty. And ſoe youſhall 


leadea life, if nor of cult, yet, at the leaſt of | 


great profict, towards the purging of your ſ1n- 
nes; towards the imitation of the Crucihxe ; 
and towards a molt cecrtaine purchaſe of his 
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'cternall kingdome. 

But for theobreyning of all this , you muſt 
demaund grace of our Lord, with prayers, with 
teares , with vhng toread deuout bookes, and 
with receiuing the celeſtiall bread of the moſt 
Bleſſed Sacrament. And ſoclift vpp your dciefted 
hart,and walke roundly on.For before you can 
gett to heauen, you will have a longe way to 
make, And if you be tp enter there, this will 


not bethe laſt affliction, which you hall haue, 
| For the Tewell which you expect,is of ſoc inclti- 


mable 2 yalew ( it being God himſelfe ) that 
how :uchſoeuer it coſt, it canneuer bedeere, 
Arc linceyouare one day to poſlelleir, you are 
now to reioyce in the hope thereof, And com- 
 plaine not of your afflictions, bur ſay , ſce great 
85 the good for which Thope , tat | feele not the miſery 
which 1 have Let leſus Chriſt our Lord, accom- 
'pliſh all this in you, asI detire,and begg of him. 
Amen, 
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"_EPISTLES Ep. as 


A letter of the Authour to a virgin wheoe was diSÞc- 


herſelfe to God: be animates ber in that purpoſe ; 
and shewes the great bleſimgs which sbee would 


which shee meant to make with Chrifl our Lord. 


Euout ſeruant of Iefus Chriſt, The con- 
tenrment which my foule tooke in vn- 
cerſtanding of the new purpoſe you were gro- 


your ſpouſe ( yow who might ſoc well haue 
matched yourlſelfe heereon earth ) was {o very 
creat that I know not with what words to 
exprelle it, And though when it was tould mee, 
it were new to mee , as not hauing ynder- 


new; for already I had in a manner eyed you 


begged of him as a particular ftauour, that he 
would beſtow you vpon mee, for himſelfe, 
Blefled be his holy name for cuer, who hath 
now done it ſoe very completely, as I knew 
nor, foe much as how to wiſh. Bur that ioy 
Which your ſoule founde before in ſecing it 
{elf foe difintriqued from all the baſcnes of this 


| 


ceiued that pledge, and pawne of loue from 
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ſing her ſelfe to leaue the world, and to conſecrate 


finde, both in life, and death , by the eſpuuſalls | 


wen to haue, of taking the King of heauen tr: | 


ſtood thereof before; yet neither was it wholly | 


out, forthat lord, who createdyou, andI had 


earth, and finding it ſelte already to haue re- | 


that heauenly king ; what was it els , but 
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ALL Ep. 23. 
| a cicare tgne, that this mutation which you | 
have made, procceded not from any inc6ltan- 
cy of your humour , but from rhe worke of | 
God, who hath conveighed his hand into your 
| bart, and therein hath produced that delire of 
heaucn , which now you haue. And he alfo 
gaue you that great ioy , as ateltimony , and 
earnelt pcany of thoſe many, and great , and 
pure ioyes , which it you proue faithfull to 
him, he rcſolues to giue you in heauen ; the 
lcatt whereof, is incoparaÞbly more to be citee- 
med then a husband of this world , and chil- 
dren, and eſtate, and whatſceuer cls the whole 
caithcangiue, O if you had but tryed , how 
{\weete God is, to that ſoule, which turnes her 
 backeto the world , to place her eyes vpon her 
Creatour, O if you did but know , what that 
ſycetenes is, of the celc{iiall ſpouſe, rowards 
' the comforting of thoſe ſoules, who calt ail 
' tranſitory delight away , and like chaſt turtles 
| refuſe to take comfort vponearth ; but ſend vp 
ji2hes for loue of their Lord, who is in heauen; 
| & who are like the doue which returnes home 
'to the hand of the owner , as cleane as {hee 
went forth, without touching any dead body, | 
foe much 25 witi her fecte. F 
What is there ſoe flourithing in this world, 
which 1s any better then adcad, and ſtincking 
; Carkaſſe? And for what then doth it ferue vs,to. 
ioyne our {clues to that which will intect vs, 
and whici may leauc ys thirtie thouſand rymes 


more diiguited with the bitternes which fol- 


lowes, | 
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EPESZLUES: EP;221 


lowes, then with the pleaſure which it yetucd 
tor the preſent, You mult render Chritt our 
Lord many thankes , whoe hath giuen you 
ligat, whereby you know how to diſtinguith 
berweene that, the pretious , and the baſe, 
bctweene eternall and temporail, betwcenean 
'mmortail God, and a mortail man, And for 
hauing given you grace, to make ſoc happy an 
election, as whereby God is accepted, and man 
deſpiſed ; and in that for the loue of that hea- 
ucily bedd of ſtate, the care of any carthly bedd 
is throwne ale , how rich ſocucr it might 
haue beene, Bc therefore Faithfull to him, whoe 
takes you for his ſpouſe, and who will beſure 


PU — I 


by experience, that hee is not inielt, when he 
calls himi{citethe pure Sporfe of pure Virems; for 
you {hall finde the aflembly of all blitie in him. 
Nor can it proue like the marriages which are 
made betweene fleſh and bloud , wherein 
| vſually the little contentment, which is had at 

firſt, is followed by the bitternes of repetance, 

But this worke of ours giues not onely con- 
| tentment at the firſt, but the more you conuer- 
| ſewith this Lord , the better you thall know 
him zand the better you know him, the more 
you will loue him. For he 15 not like men, who, 
when they are more frequented , ler ys eahily {cc 
that they haue more faults; and he who was a 
good husband ypon the marriage day , within 
1 yeare proues ſuch, as that there is noe living 


— 


to be ſo faithfull ro you, as to make you finde | 


_— 


4ith him. But in Chriſt our Lord, vou ſh311 (re 
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SPIRITVALL 


Ep. 23, 


\nothing which may diſgutt you , and as lictle 


| in that Bleſfed mother of his, who is the mother | 
in lawe, toall the {ſpouſes of her ſonnc: O bleſ- 


MX 
ſowed inyour hart, and much more blctled, 


will that other bee, when you {hall finde your 
ſelfeſo vilited by your ſpouſe, as to make you 
ſay,O my Lord,and iv hen could I deſcrur theſe | 


[ſed pre wherein that good purpoſe was 


—_ 


| fauours Wie that I ſhould fnde this hiddeh | 


treaſure , for the purchaſe whereof , to pay the 
price of a thowſand lives, were to buy it very 
| cheape, 
O how happy and proſperous 15 this mar- 
'riage to be, and of how exceſliue 1 lo , both 
tO Sacn ind carth, God the Father is plea- 
ſed to ſee, that there be ſoules onearth,, whoe 
Joue his onely begotten ſonne ſoe well, as that 
for his loue, they leauc the loues of fleſh and 
blood, not onely thoſe, which are torbidden 
by his lawe, but cucn thoſcof marriage which 
are lawfull, For it is a ligne of greater loue, 
when for his fake, wi ©" 5b HURRY _ which we 
' might lawfully vic. Theſonne i is be to whome 
the ſouleis c{pouſed; and for this hee dyed, that 
he might haue ſome ſoules which _ lode 
him at leaſt with {pirituall purity; and others 
whoe might doe it not onely ſpiritually , but 
eucn with the body alfoe Ed. The holy 
Gholt is molt pure, and farre eſtraunged from 
fleſh, and when "Ul ftindes a ſoule which reſo0- 
Jutely deſpiſes carnall delights , there doth he 
lodge his eyes 3 and fills them with firing 


| 


— 
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comforts , and will neuer pernutt that the 
'ſoule be empty , which {hall refuſe to feede | 
VPON Car halt Coca Our Bletled Lady is the 
 motner of the ſpoule , and they are very like 
' one another, for thee alſo 15 all amiable, 
beoigne , a beginner , aprotectour, and an 
aduocare of virgins , and thee highly reioyces 
that there 1s virginity vpon earth, for that is 
the tower which ſheplanted, Tigre arms not 
pages IO v1uc attendance at this marriage , for 
F1C "Angell; are {eruants to the King ofheauch; 
and ready for all that , which the ſpouſe {hall 
ncede,, Neither yer 15 there want of children 
which the world 15 wont to defirc {oe much; 
and they come without throwes of trauaile, 
and without paine in bringing vp,and withour 
that greife which growes , ivhen cither they 
live not well, or dye too {oone, 
b-FIRhe children of this marriage are good 
workes, which be rightly called a man's or 
woman's truite, What comfort vill he feele, 
when tor the loue of Chriſtour Lord , hecon- 
cemes a good purpole , £0 giue an alines:. or 
1ome ſuch other thing ; and when after wand he 
{ball pur it in execution, what pleaſure will he | 
take by the birth thereof : Theſechildren g gue | | 
both (4Y and honour to their mother. This 
| Spouſe hath noe ncede of a dowry, for the | 
(Children which thee brings, will bring i it; and | 
that ſoe richly, as w herewith the may gatne, 
and purchaſc heauen it ſelfe. And they make | 
tncir morher liuc in ſoe pertect eaſe, that 1 
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| 
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But 


and char 2c, 


In thi; world , 
proach to the leaſt of theſe aduantages? For if 
there be any little paltry pleaſure heere, eucry 
howecr of ſuch pleafurc CcarryCcs with it the 
counterpoylc of more then 2 hundred howers 
of grcite and paine, And if keere there be any 
| pleaſu 1c wichourpaine, it vill at latt haue an 
end, and cithcr tae ſpouſe will dye betore her 
olive {pouſe, orcls he before her, and ſoc all 
proucs Paine. And Þelidcs the death of chil- 
dren , it is a greife to a mother to part from 
them, cuen vpon otueroccalions, inſuch ſort, 
as that they eaioy not one another, 
you O virgin 12 Chriſt our 
| Lord. For your ſpouſe ſhall never dye, And 
 whan you dye you will be hemmed in by your 
children, w hich are thoſe cood work 
you vs wrought ; and they vi 131] not put you 
to paine Dy ) your leauiny them, tor they goe 
with you, into the other w orld; and they ac- 
company you euen to the very Si of God, 
and t! 1Cy will = tally repay all the labour 


retoy ce 


— 


©23, 
ziue you my word , that waen you compoſe 
| your ſcife to lleepe at night , you ſhall finde 
your {cife in greater peace, "andreſt, then if you 
Were Myſtres of the whole cath , and whar- 


ſoeuer can be defired therein. 
And tell me now what can be thought of 


which may arriue or cuen ap- 


3 that 


hich you haue beene at with 


them, and & ti mother ſhall be made happy for 
tie has 1C of the children, 
makes noe dinorce inthis caſe, but rather puts | 


— —_— tt. 


More oucr death 
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rac ſpouſe , and her tcilow ſpoute together. , 
j And he ſhall deliucr vs, for heis the Food of 
| life and death, And noe dud {hall preſume to | 
 {teale ker away, w home God hath taken vn- | 
der the protection of his fauour ; and hath ho- 
| aokred with the name of his ſpouſe. Then 
will the Angells coine and ſerue, and preſent | 


her before Almighty God, finzing prayſes to 
o forth Lena 03 VPON her, 


6 


— 
O_ 


| im, and powring 
and ſaying to her after this manner, Came V 
| [pouſe of Chriſt , receine that Crowne Ti nch 15 pre | 
\pared for thee % our Lord, The virgin mother 
vil not then abſent herſelfe, being  accompa- | ' 
nyed with a world of other virgins, who hauc 
pjpd'w this werld that w TO you  aredoeing 
now, and are farre from repenting chemiolee 
hiveof In fine you ſhall goe out of this world, 
F 1n company of your Peeres, whcre our end 
| hath already prepared that celeſtial bedd of 
{tate for yow, that you thay cter nally be full, 
and rich, and royaliy prouided for, in the houſe 
and preſence of our Lord God , contempla- 
ng that infinite beauty of his, Goo one mo- 
| ment to another, one hower wh creoft is {o 
'þ 1h a reward, hs by way of recompence 1 It 
farre codes the proportion of what you 
ſuffer, yea and all thoſe aflictions which all 
the men of the whole world did cuer ſuffer, | 
in _tyme palt , or can cuer ſuffer, in tyme to. 
| Come. 


| 
| 


—_—_— 


There ſhall you poſſcſle all good, and 
there ſhall you " 250 obtayned all that , for | 
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which you were created , and you ſhall bee 
{oe very full of God, as that it cannot be ex- 
preſled nor ſoc much as thought, For there 
thall you finde the whole boſome of your ſou- 
le, euen to regorge with ioy, like one whoe; 
were inquifed i into a whole ſea of vnſpeakea- 
ble ſ\ivcetenes, whereby he were enuironed on 
all des, Then (hall you ſce,and exclay nn 
cnioy, and pollclle the Lord of all things, and 
tay , whome I bane loned 1 bane obreyned ; and 
whome I have ſrnzbt I bane found , and hee fur 
whome I left the world is growen my pay, and my 
reward , and bim will 1 praiſe , and loue , throng) 
the eternzne of all etcrnityes, Amen, 
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A Letter written to 4 deuont perſon 
| where is treated of Eumility and 


Pcide, and of the perfeftion of the 
loue of God. 


i OD giue you Sir a good Lent, and that 


begining of this holy tyme,, that the yertue of 
holy bumility , which is ignitycd therevy , may 
cucr haue areſting place in your ſoule, For to 
home our Lord giues true knowledge , and 
orcife for what he was, at that tyme when he 
went eſtraunged from God , him hath he deli- 
ucred from the daungerous blindenes of pride, 
and him doth he make capable of all thoſe ſpi- 
rituall bleſſings which it may concerne bim to 

 haue, The holy Scripture faith , The begining of 
all miſcheiſe is pride , and be whoe ts poſſeſſed by it, 

chall be poſſeſſed by all manner ef malediCltons, that 
is, of vices, For as kings are not wontto goe a- 

lone, ſoe is Pride accompanycd with many ſin- 

nes, And ſoe alſoe on the orher {ide , humilit) 

is neuer alone, {inceaccording to Saint Iames. 

God gines bus grace to ſuch a5 are bumble, which 
Grace is the Mother of all yertue. 


ſoe you may extcriourly take athes, in the 


{ 


| 


ak I as 


—_— Oi 


Ep-24. 199 


-*% _ 
_— —— —— 
-” 


© ons ANLED BIBT  « - ape LALNO oa 


Ke — . 
- PREY - a PS. VV» . " 
FER RRCESGLEIAacS 
= & ©, 8. ES 


MEELY 4 Mel Bo a5 we SC 


JO EOS ng lewd TE LE TNF << vRmges 


wz 
ow -w — 


—_ —_—_ eh rerg r” "Ye 
- is 


ow 


_—— —— - —_—  - OO —— 


200 


| 


' 


| 
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| 


| 


| 


pcrion who 15 humic, 15 out of countenance 
when hee1s well ticated, and is glad when he 


is deipiſed , becauſe he findes rhar Tultice 15 


done tnereby, wiici Iuſtice he loues, as a pcr- 
ſon whoe is truly Iuſt. The proud man 1+ euer 
11 want of ſomeivyiiart, becauſe how much ſoe- 
ucr ac haue cither of his owne, or by tu guitt 
of cthers , he ſtill conceines himſciſc to be 
worthy of more, but tic hole man 1s aiw ayes 
in adoundance, yea and in ſuperfluity, for ke 
acknowicdges himfcite to be vaworthy , cuen 
of the yery carth whereof he treades, yea, and 
he eſteemes hell it felte , ro be a punithment 
which comes {hort of his finnes. The roud 
man cannot endure nor live with any body, 
noc nor cuen with himſeitc, in peace, Bur tie 
humble man can liuc with all the world , for 
he abaſes himſeite to all, he enoures all, cltec- 
ming them for his betters, in his very hart; To 
the proud man it ſcemes an vnſupportable 
thing to obey the will of others, whether it be 
of God or man; but the man whoe is humble 
{ubmitts and diminitthes himſclfte , and foe is 
enabled to goc in , by the {traite gate of doceing 
the will of others, whether it be of theCreatour 
or of the creatures. 

Great are the bleſſings which comes to vs 
in theſe aſhes of »umility, and men mult take 
heede, that they be not found without it, vn- 
lclle they meane to be without God, For S. 

{vin ſaith, How / 12h art thou O Lord, and ytt | 
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he wable of hart are the houſe wherein thou chooſe/t 
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w diveu | Anu the holy Scripture faith, } per 
whome vol 1 lotke 2 Of v/,02 W100 Shall my ſpivitl 
ir . but vpon the perſon Whs [eaves and trembles at 
tie wore of my werdes 2 This bamility , which 
makes a man thinke baſcly ofhimielfe.i is farrc- 
frm being avaſe thing, nor 15 1t a fruite which | 
growes Or carth, but in keauen it 15, and God 
LMPArEeS It To fack as di2g deep pely in thei: 
vne dune, raking vp and ruminating vpon | 
their faulte and fra! itics, with great diligence: 
for amoinult thoſe pouerties and forties? is this 
pretious leivell wont to bee founde. And 
througn our finnes , we have ſue much matter 
to worke ___ by way of examining , and 
bes, a) ling the "og me, that, vnlefſe it be ſome 
man who will MY ht his eyes trom looking | 
vpon himſelfc, there isnone, who may not be | 
ſure to finde cauſe, and cauſe enough, not onely | 
© be humbled, but cuen confounded. 
| Woe betovs! it we be found to be of them, | 
of vw home God {aith $ | hoy art become as 11x fat 
of & [1#mper , nor womtdſi thou blush, For what 
thing is hes more deformed then the impu- 
dent Skins of ſuch a perſon, as hath ſo much 
reaſon to be fall of thame> And who is ke that 
dares once caſt vp his eyes to God or his crea- 
tures, if he contider well, how he hath offen- 
ded him, & made himſelfe vnw orthy of them? 
| who i is there amonglt vs, who failes not in the 
perfect loue which he owes to God 2 {ince wee 
|  loue him not with our whole vaderſtanding 


| deleiuing ns truth with that ftirme conſtancy 
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which is fitt; and enterteyning thoſe confi dera- 
tions, thoſe thoughts, and purpoſes, by meanes 
whereof We might doe him more faithfull ſer. 
uice? who 1s he who loues him with his whole 
hart, not gluing any parte thereof to others, yea 
or to hiniſclte , but onely in God and for God: 
and who renouncing all proper intereſt , hath 
proceeded to loue God, for God himſfelfe ? And 
he who shall confider, how little he hath mor- 
tified his paſſions , and what a ſtifte warre he 
makes againſt the kingdome of the loue of God, 
will caſtly diſcerne that he loues not God with 
all his (oule? And our Lord commaunding vs 
alſoe to loue him with all our ſtrength , we are 
yet content to doe it, with {ſuch a deale of tepi- 
dicy, as wee may well defire him to pardon. For, 
the ſtrength which wee employ vpon complying 
with the Joue of our (elues , and appetites being 
foe aliue in vs, makes vs mightily faile in the 
diligence which we owe to the feruice of God, 
| and to theferuourof our loue of him, S. Augu- 
ſtine ſaith, that the encreaſe of Charitic in vs,1s 
the decreaſe of our owne appetites and delres, 
and then will our charity be perfect, when there 
Shall be noe ſuch deſires in vs at all. Now by the 
name of ({uch delires, he: vnderſtands that inor- 


dinateelfe loue which euecry one beares to him- 
ſelfe. And becauſe amongſt all them who del- 


ced of Adam, there is noc one, (excepting onely 
leſus Chriſt our Lotd, and his moſt ſacred Mr 

FU ) who hathnot found i in himſelfe , ſome 
exceſlc of this {elfe loue; therefore is ther e none 
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of them, who hath not fayled ſomewhat of per- 
tection in the loue of God. For when the loue of 
my {cite is wholly aliue in mice, the loue of God 
is dead ; and then is a man in ſtate of Mortall 
lnne, And whentheloue of God lives and rat- 


[ones in mee ( it vertue of which loue I fully 


purpoſe not tooftend God mortally ) then am1 
in ſtare of grace, though I may faile ſomewhat, 
of that perfect loue of God, becauſe ſtill I com- 
ply in ſomewhat with the lone either of my ſelte 
or of creatures. And from this want of diuine 
louc, doth grow our faultines in our other wor- 
kes, becanle that is the life of them, From hence 
alſoe proceede the faultes we make 1n the loue 
of our neighbours, by our not hauing compaſ- 
lon of their nuſeryes; nor taking oy 1n their 
bleſſings, as concerning perſons who are very 


ſtraightly toyned to God, and adopted in the 
| - . . . 

Sacrament of Bapriſme for his children, And we 
[alfoe faile in our workes towards them, becaule 


wefailein ourloueto him who ſaid. That which 


| you hae done ts any of my little ones , you baue done 


to mee, 
Now from the defect of theſe two Loues, of 
God, and of our neighbour (which are the roo- 


tes of our good workes ) many other imperfec-_ 


tions grow into thoſe very workes which we 
doe, though ſometymes ſuch workes themſcl- 
ues, are not {innes , nay being performed in the 
ſtare of grace, they are meritorious ct eternal] 
life; But of ſuch as theſe ( if we meane toliuc in 
the way of humility and truth \ wee are to gtue 
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the glory to God , and to yeild him humble 
thankes, who holpe vs to embrace that which 
was good with our free will, and ordeyned, 
that it ihould be meritorious , by that 7 hy 
| which through his mercy, be v beltowed VPO vs, 
Now wee mult not, vpon this reaſon, for- 
beare to l1fte out thoſe fauites with care, which 
we comitt totheſe actions of ours ; bur it is a | 
[ much more ſecure practiſe, to confider very 
particularly , rhat which is taulty in vs, then 
that which may goc tor a point of verxige And 
be well allurcd , that how much ſocucr you 
{hall confider as 6h, c, yet {Hil there will much 
lye hidden from you, in regard whereof you | 
ſhall haue reaſon enough to {ay , with Pd 
| honing to our Lord, V denſe me from my biden 
1 ſrunes. 

Hence comes it , that wee loue not our 
neighbours, in ſuch ſorte, as God would hauc 
vs, Or at leait,noc ſo much as hee would haue 
vs. Hence comes it , that wee tollcrate not 
their umpertections , nor iy trom giuing them 
diſguſts. And in fine trom hence grow all thoſe 
other faultes which defile our ſoules like filth, 

which is euer dropping as from a fore, Our ſÞ- 
nes are greater then any thought of man 15 
| able to vnderſtand , and onely he who created 
our hart and cleerely penetrates to the bottome 
of it, is able to comprenend what our fraiity 
' IS. And many tymes doth that diſcouer it ſcitc | 
to be filthy before his iudgmenr, which ſeemes, 
| | in the (1ght of ours, to be verv Pe: tect. There- 
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forcas Ihath ſhowed vs the wayive mult fea- 
re all our wworkes , how 200d focuer they may | 
{cemeto vs, and we mult not take pleaſure in | 
our ſelucs by reaſon of them, nor delight our 
{elues therein, cuen in the ad ſecret part of 
Cur hartes. For he onely is plealing to God, 
| by no i5diſpleating to himſelte; he onely 1s Luſt 
in the light of God whoe kines that grace 
and Iultice proccedes fromthe mercy of God. 
There | 15 nota thing, from which God is more 
aucrted, then a hart %h ich carryes liking to it | 
ſcifc. For God in ſuch a one findes noc vellell | 
empty, into which he may powre the riches of 
his mercy, and ſoc ſuch a hart remaines with | 
rhe naturall pouerty, w herewith, and whercin 
it hall {till cotinue, becauſe it w ad not abaſe 
and empty it {clte, that {oe the waters of Grace 
(might runnc into it, and ſoe it might hue con- 
ed in God, and mizbt rin? Geeli fruice, as | 
a garden vw ouldd doc, w vherein th Cre WETE bus 
dance of water. 
All our good comes from God; & he whoe | 
' belciues that of himſelf he is ablc cuen to mouc 
his rongue towards the ſaying foc much as | 
Lord Jejue that perſon akes himſclfe God 
ſince he ateribuees that to himlieife which ' 
| onely bclongs to God. And God giues hinſclfe | | 
toys vpon condition that we muſt acknow- 
ledve this truth : That in him, & of him,comes 
aliou ir good, and not from our ſelues. Andthe | 
more good me haue , the greater debtet's of lis 
Wee are. and foe ach more we haue . , whe- 
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{ UG, For if vw ee ———_ all that vw hk God 
| JAUC VS W hen he created VS, and which cucry 


 reof to ore our ſclues, 45 not correſponding | 
to greater fauours by greater {cruices , and to 
orcatcr benefits by greater acknowledgments, 
He who is taught by tl the diuine truth, attribul 
tes nothing to  himſelfe , but Nut berg and fin- 


day he conſerues in vs ; wee ſhall not fiade 


| uour of God which chrough lets Chril is 


any being In vs, but oncly a thy, and that 
to nothing we —"Bie7 returne , as of nothing 
we arc ade And talking & x away the ta- 


communicated vs , what ſhould become of 
the greatclt Saint on carth , but that which 
became of Peeter , wi.en he denyed his Lord, 
[and of Pawe who perſecuted him , that had 
redeemed him ; and that, which cucry one 
 findes by experience , that himſelfe w as, bc- 
fore our Lord carrycd his hand oucr him” , ta- | 
king trom him his oid bart, and giuing him 2 | 
neiv one 11 place thereof, 

| Luſtification is nothing elſe, bnt a rc- 
{urrection of the foule which was dead 11. 
; finne , ard now lives by the ſpiritt of that. 
life , which God infuſed into it , by the 
death of his bleſled ſonne. And as that. 
body ithou'd bee beth madd and feoliſh, | 
which would attribute life and motion to it | 
ſcife, and not to the ſoule which dwells in| 
It , and giucs it life ; foe is that ſoule deadiy | 
blinde, which eſtcemes that tic life of good | 
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\\ orkes , Which ſhe findes her feite to hauc, | 
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doth proceede from her ſelfe , and not from 
[che ſpirir of that life, which was infuſed into 
her by Almighty God. And ſometymes God 
punities ſuch ſoules as theſe, by taking away 
that which formerly hee had ginen them , to 
the end, that obſeruing that they can neither 
ſee, nor heare , nor taſte , nor in fine , doe 
that which formerly they did, it may be plaine 
to them that it was ſome other , who impar- 
td that life which was in them; and that they | 
did but receiue tit ; & that the ſoule is noe other 
thing without the grace of Teſs Chr:ft , then the 
body 15 when the {oule departs from theſame. 
And therefore my freind, be ſure that thou 
ſeenoe other thing in thy ſelfe, but faultes, and | 
know that thou haſt nothing elſc of rhine 
owne. It our Lord diſcomfors thee , contier 
how weake and poore thou growelt, and with 
how little conformity thou recciueft that, | 
which thou doeſt ſoe well deferue, If he com- [ 
tort thee, contider with how little humility | 
thou recciuelt it , it being reaſon that thou 
ſhouldit ſoe much the moreabaſe thy ſelte, as 
God honours thee; and that by {oe much mote 
thou ſhouldſt be confounded with ſhame, as 
thou ſeeſt, thatGod treates thee, as though thou 
wert good , when indeede thou art not foe, 
| Confider how little profitt thou makelt of the 
Inſpirations, and inward ſpeeches of our Lord; 
and how often our Lord ſaith fomewhat to 
thee, and how ſoone thou forgetteſt to pur it 
'n execution ; it being reaſon , that cuery | 
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VO ra or 115, thould lalt wit! thee ail the daves 
ot thy lite; withour any ncee of repeatin.git, 
Ho.v often doeth our Lord intuic pretious 
.iqQuor iato thee, and thou, havin? a hart all | 
full of hol cs , dock ſuffer taat be Dec {ptir; | 
which inreaſon, thou thouldeit Keepe a long | 
tyme 2 Aud though it wouid be iitt , that 
how wuch more God comterts thee, foe much 
more thou ſhouldſt torgett and negicct the 
com{torts of this wy, ai1d {oc mus more 
vnite and thutt vp thy ſoule, to the end that 
r:0u mightelt againe and agzaine recetue God 
into it, it happens ſomeryn acs , tnat by the 
comfort, which he giues vs, we? 2rc e made more 
-1dd y, throu: -h our OwWne ; 71;tNCs , and wee 
ne and powre Ut of ar hits more then be- 
fore, What ihall wee ſay of our fr5*1:ics , but 
that eucry t thing being well exa rc] , we 
inde, thar wee doc nothing 11Ciut, an? taar it 
werc much reaſon, that we ia; ' ratacr be | 
confounded, by conſiderii; no faultity it 15 | 
pd. 1 _—_ that once it ihould palle by 
the leaſt parte of our thou :2t<,r at we had 
done any thing which were worth tlie loo- 
King ON. 

It i; ccrtaine, that if a Page {cruc a king, 
and that he make bick not due reuerence, they 
wil puniih him. It he anſweare not, or doe it 
not ſoone enough , or giue NOt 2 Quicke 4C- 
count of any mellavc ' the 2y Will aifoc puntih 
bim, And in fine they w A ome we ſoruc are not 

contented, though we doe what they bid 
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but withall we muſt doe it well, it we mcane 
not to bereprehended and reproached, 

And tell mec now my freind, which of ys1s 
he, who carryes ſuch a protound reuerence to 
our Lord as 1s fitt? where is that adoration of 
ſuch an incomprehenſible Matelty, and fuch a 
protound internall kind of trembling, as they 
haue in heauen, of whome it is ſaid in the holy 
Maſſe , That the Powers tremble « Where is that 
confulion ard ſhame; which we ſhould haue, 
to appeare betore that infinite wifedome, 


are, & which diſcoucrs vs to the ycry bottome? 

where is that ſoc cxa&t obedience, as that we | 
ſhould nor ncede to haue the ſametiing com- 
maunded twice? where is thatdiſcretis, where- 


with we ought to ſcrue ſuch a thing as God? | 


where is the cratitude whichis due tor ſoc in- 
numerable and ſoe vnſpeakeable benehtrs? 
And laſtly where is that ſcruice both of body 
and ſoule, which 1sdeſcrued by foc high alord, 
and foe great a God? | 


Certainely hee who hath eyes toſce , will 


acuer diſcouer in himſelfe any taing els , but | 
a profoundity of miſeries and faultes. And | 


when in the eucning hee takes account of 
nimſelfe , what kind of man he hath bcenc all 
thatday, he findes nothing , but errours which 
he hath committed, inthinking, ſpeaking, and 
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cdoeing , and he findes diucrs good workes 
which hee hath failed to doe, by not hauing 
louc and being thanktull to God, and by not 6a 
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coes leaning vpon him , who vphoulds all 


having loucd and not bauing {upported rhe 
weakenes of his neighbour as he ought to haue 
done , belides innumerable other things, 
which he ſhould haue performed , and hath 
omitted. And if with the fauour of our Lord, 
be haue done any thing which w as good, he 
hndes that hee ſpotted * it with pride, or vainc 
2lory, or tepidity, or with not anſwering Goc | 
25 he was bound to doe, or with two thouſand. 
other faulees which God makes him know, 
aud with two thouſand others w hich yet he is | 
not able to diſccrne, but yet he belciucs that 
there they are ; and for {cc wicked doth hee 
eſtccme hind , as that the Icaft parte of his 
finnes he holds to be that, wy hich he diſcovers, 
For as he knowcs that Gadi 15 more good, then 
he is able to conceiue, {cc alfoc FS, « he beld\ 
uc, that himſelfe is more vi icked then he can 
arrive to vnderſtand, And though God doe 
him fauours, yct doth he not attrikutcto him- 
ſcife any parte thereof, but onely the taultes 
which he committed , in not anſw caring , and 


prohting thereby,as he ſhould hauc done. 


And -"OME isto walkeaccording to rack, o1- 
uing that to God which is his; Thar 15tO fay, 
all manner of good, without the lcaſt mixture 
of any il]. And by this conlideration beifg 
rootcd well in tlic bowels of a man's hart ( az 
truth which were dcliuered by the yery —_ 
of God ) a man riſes, from leaning ypon him- 
ſfelfe; as from ſome broken reede, and he cuer 
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tings. He behouids himſfelfe , and hee flees 
| nothing, bur that which is to þe lamented; and | 
' he bchoulds God, in whoſe goodnes ne conh- | 
| de3, without any teare to be forſaken, And for 
aſmach as God is {oe faitafull, as that he neuer 
 leaues them whoe goe to him, and for that he 
| hat foe great care of chem; as that infnitely 
| ſooner, there wilt be want of water in the Sea, 
| and of tight in theſunne, then of mercy in him; 
theretore docthcy runne, and fly, becauſe God 
carryes them, aad they faile not , becauſe he 
ſuſtaines them, and they wander not, becauſe 
| kedirects them, and they ſhallnotbe condem- 
ned, becaiſc our Lord giues his Kingdome to 
ſuch as become like titile child: en. 

Bce therefore ſure, my freind, that thou 
vnderitand thy {clte right, ftnceour Lord doth 
ſve much expect it of thee, And of all that 
which pales in thee , lay the glory atide for 
' God, andtakethe ihameand dithonour to thy 
lelte. And place thy hope, of being ableto pro- | 
| ceede, as thou haſt begun, in that Lord who 
put thee in the way; with noe meaning,lI aflu- | 
 rethee, to leaue thee in the middeſt thereof, bur | 
to carry thee on , to enioy the ſociety of his 
| ſpouſes in heauen, There docth he intend to | 
doe thee extraordinary honour, and therefore 
procure not thou to be honoured heere, For 
' being taken by the {ct of ſuch an exceller fteait | 


 a5that, iris vtterly azain(t all reaſon, tnart raou 
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 ihoaldit glutr thy ſelte, with the baſenes of any 


| thing, which this world 14Foardes. Forronne! 
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10thing vpon carth, which can ſauour well in 
115 mouth, who hatataſted , chough bur alitle, 
of that cele{tiall foode. Turne thy backeto all 
:hings, which thou art ſoone to Icauec,& place 
notthy hart on that, which is ſoc inſtantly to 
paſle ayyay.lIt is very litle, which heere thou art 
ableto endure for God, yea though thou alone 
ihouideſt endure all that , which can be endu- 
red heere. For conlidcring hell, which thou haſt 
deſerued, and heauen with which he meanes 
thou ſhalt be rewarded ( 1tace he hath pla- 
ced thee in the way thither ) and agarne, 
waighing that which heere he hath endured 
forthec; it 15not to be accounted of , noe nor 
{omuch as to be greately conlidered , which 
thou cither docſt,or mayeſt cndure for him. 
Eſtecme thou God for {oe pretious a thing, | 
that whatſoeucr he growes to colt thee , thou 
matelt {till belcene it to bee very little ; yea 
though he colt thee thy life, yet docſt thou buy 
aim very cheave, Inthe next ,yorid, thou ſhalt 
{ce, that thou wert not decciued , in the ex-| 
ctaunge which thou haſt made , bur finding 
r2em to be treated like madd foolcs, and miſe- 
ravle perſons, who lodged their harts, and be-| 
fotred themſclues , vpon this preſent world, | 
and forgot the promiſes which God made| 
concerning the future, thou wil giue praiſes 
to our Lord , in that thou being once decei- 


ued , he vouchſafed to vndeceiue thee , and| 


whileiſt thou wert caſting thine eyes downe to 
exrth , he was pleaſed to raiſe them vp to hca- 
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uen;and taou being atlauc to vanity, kce mate 
taceaſonne of his owne; and when thou wert 
lining without any hope of diuine promiſes, 
he grew to place thee in that way , wherein 
thou maielt hope, that he will helpe thee now 
to liuewell, andatterwards to dye well, And 
that when this exile is-cnded; he will conduct 
thee 1 the land of the liam; which is the cleere 
fruition of theface of God, Where thou ſhall 
enioy ſoe great happines , that it belongs to 
God alone to know it perſcttly, as to him alo- 
neit belongs , both to be able, and to be wil- 
lingtogiue it. And this willour Lord doe,not 
forthy ſake , but for his owne, becauſe hee is 
'c00d , and his mercy endures for euer, To 
whome, for all, and of ail, and inal}, be glory 
and praiſe, foralletcrnities of eternities. 


Amen, 
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| nelies of his, doth reſult that care, which now 


QURYQYQURY RAY CEREIRYQERERY YM: 


A Letter of the Authour to 4 perſon , whome he 
exboytes fo bee grateſull and carefuil to pre- 


ſerne the emjr of the Grace of God, I! ſeemes, 
he was in ſome ſeare , that the partie 
Was returning to frane, 


Remember yon often ; and the loue I bearc 
you, makes me never thinke of you without 
{ome teareand trembling at my hart, conſ1de- 
ring the many digers, whercin your foule may 
 be,tor which ourLord hath done ſo much, that 
it he were {till in caſe to be weary , without 
 doubr he would now be very weary, Bur he 
was weary, once for all, when he tooke our 
mortall fleih ypon him; and from thoſe weary- 


__—_— 


without any wearineſle ar all, hetakes ot ſuch, 
as he is drawing to himſelte, 

O Sir, ho. much reaſon haue you , to be 
| gratctull for the good which you haue recei- 
ued ; and carefull, at thelJeaſt, to keepe it; and 
tcarefull, leaſt it ſhould {lippe our of your hads. 
And Ifayd Careful! at the leaſt to krepe 11 ; becauſe 
he, whocan make conicCture, that he hathre- 
cciucd the guift of Tuitification , muſt employ 
himſelfe,jike adiligent negociatour that with 
fine talents he may gayne other five, Improuing 


' and getting, euery day , a new parte in heaue?; 


that good, which God beganne in his fouic, | 
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[Utace the gate i5 open, for our getting more, and | 
11307C IN cucry mute of our life. 

It is molt certaine, that it we thould tell a 
maa, that there were a very long way, in the 
iteppes whereof there were great telicity to be | 
optayn ;ed , yea and that, forthe making of one 
id oive him the worth of | 
awhol e TAG) : and that though a man | 
ſhould 20c all hislite time, inthat way, they 
| iowld neucrdepriuc him _offhix rewarde, _ 
thar {till it ſhouid holde on, after the rm; of | 
tae hrit pace, which he had male ; I doe nor 
thinke, that in the whole world hare is ally 
one ww orldly man, who in this caſe , would not | 
(be {ſo oreat a wallcer, as that he would hardly y | 
be cuer perſwaded to (itt ſtill. Now, if coue- | 
 touſnelje of viſible things be able co warks ſo | 
great effects; what will it be fit, chat rhe loue | 
of that, which is inuiftble and eternall, ſhould 
Or ke in our ſoules, but avigtlant care , to be | 
ill walking on, in he way afGad. widurets | | 
lutions as lively , and more, then they were, 
which we entcrtayncd the rſt day, whcawe | | 

| 
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entred into his ſeruice. 
| Who is he, that can befo abſurdly incon- 


liderate,as not to holde himſelfe a deepe debter | 
to Almighty God , for the many g ouitts, which { 
he hath recetued from him , in recompence 
(a5 I may ſay) of ſo many fines of ours , as 
that he will not ſerue ſo benignea Lord, wit th 
all diligence? who 15 he, that coldering when- 
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'ceour Lord hath drawen him , will not reſoluc 
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tO > be daily furthcr and turther of from hell, and 
trom the impicty of finne? He ſcemes not to | 
haue bene ſorriz for his offence, who procures 
' not with diligence to be farre from the like. | 
| He doth not ſuihciently thanke our Lord tor 
| | this guift , whohath Jayde aſide the memory 
thereof & with whome it decayes with time; 
| NOT tirrin himſclt vp, togiue new thankes, 
| and to p: rcſenre new ſeruices , knowing more 
and more thereof , cucry day, parrnogs dt 
|  bathrecciued en icrcaſeof light: This 15 ſo area 
 1tanour, that Dauid calles itthe Benediflnedd £ 
| froeeteneſic, And it 15 great reaſon, that we ſhould, 
| Pal. | grow trons Witn that new grace , which our | 
—_ Lind oaue vs,and not content url {£1] 
with being lietic one 
I ſay d; that at leaf we 7 na be carefull in the | 
COMtmua ed conſernation of this gnift; becauſe 
according to good reaſon we thouid be encrea- 
{crs ecoC daily more and more, And from 
| hence It growcs, that when T ſee, tnat the light 
of yourſoule is ſett vpon by ſo many windes, 
and when I conſider your weakenefle in the 
micitof ſo many , and ſo orcat,and fo ſubtile 
enemyes, I finde my ſeite to be all trembling 
ouer you,as any mother would be ouer * 
ſonne; who aduentures not to reioyce for the 
good he ſees him enioy , through the feare the 
hath, that he may chance ales it. | 
Teil me, good Sir, how is it with you? are you 
tilon foote inthe preſence of your God 2 doe 
| you Jiue , in the preſence of tae life ? is God | 
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 Jodged in your hart? 15 there an vnion of louc 
| tereweene God and your {oule ? Or is there not | 
. perb aps, fome i itle drynefſe or diſagreement | 
E: growen betweene you, which your much care 
of this world , and your little care to pleaſe 
your Lord, may hauccauſcd ? [ teare to heare | = 
the anſiveare, which you may chance to give; | 
and yet I cannot content my ſeife to be with- | 
Out hearing it, If you g ove me good newes, 
my fule will rei oyce inour Lord, and _ 
| {eine bimthankes for hauing conſerued , what 
he nath gayned, Butift you tell me otherwiſe, } 
mull be extremely ſorry ; and yet {till how ſoo: 
ver, I mult needes knowit, For TT wiilnotre- | 
naine without greatc , if you be ſubicct to any 
ſpicrual joſie, or inconuenience, I hope to | | 
Naue a pat _ cf your Crowne; and I ſubmitt 8-141 
my (cite to bearca partc of your payne, | REIN 
If there be any thing of this inde , take | (089%; 
| W heed you ſufier not the wound to feſter; and | 
; iv" ro intricate knotts vpon the {wathing- | 
| | bands of your {innes. Make haſte to breake | 
thie quickly, which is ill tyed vp; for you can | 
| | haue no leauc to diuide yourſelf from him: 
; who fixed himſelf to that Croſſe for you with | 
| lo crucll nayics, Say alowdetoall t things; De- } | 
| pattefrow : me; for netther amT yours, ne: ther « ought I | 
beſo much 15 mine owne. Lett the thing be what 
| | twill, lIctthe perſon be who it will, and let the 
| intereſt be as great as it can be; no otner can 
'| | hane Title or juſtice to carry you away , but | 
| onely le{rrs Chrift , w ho created von, and roo ke 
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you tor hi; fonne; and after you hail beene l 
»rodrgall a.lmittcd of you aga inc,and honoured 
| YOU, and 7 7aue you 2 new garment, and aſiverte| 
| embracement of peace and ! KCeepes a {tate ol 
zreat repole prepared tor youin heauen , if you 
Viil keepe his commanndements. | 
That man, namely yonr ſeife, belongs to! 
this [ __ of ours, Though cuery man in this 
were , ſhould putt in his clayme for you; taere. 
15 nonc, who hath {odearely bought you as he; 
tO WV "Ba ic voualfo belong by another title.For| 
what is it for God to dye for vs, but to reput-: 
Cale t bt, 4t an extreamerate, which was al-! 
ready his, by the beneluct of Creation , and to! 
Gra v vSOut of hell, and agaive to admits vs to | 
| his treindihip p 2 what is this, but to multipli J 
| gIueric Tiries ro the fame thing ; > 2nd thoſe fo 
very great, that euery onc of them, hathreaſea | 
Noun 2, tocatry the wholeman attcr it,0 nes 
ſon of we fonnes of A Jain what 15s that , winch | 
vou doe, when ſomewhat clfe preuailes | ml 
our hart again(t Teſus Chriſt 2 how are you 
ble to ſay Noto him, whome youare ſa bound 
toſerue, - He it w 7ere with tac lofle of your 
lines2 Shall any ſmall title, which any thing! 
may make fly you , be able to carry you 
aivay, and (ſo blinde you, as to mare you for-: 
octt {o many and ſo great benedictions, as our 
Lord layes vp in heauen for you? Letthe world: 
departe, cuen now, from our harts; lince it is {0 
ſoone to departe fromour cyes : And when we 
{hall fce any thing thereto, which flourithes, let. 
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pr D—_———— 


my bury it vader ground , and treade ypon 20 
there, in the ſepulcher, For by the colideration 
ikerdoE, we ihall obtaine a true relation of it, 
KB nd ſuciaone as will deliver vs from it, and 
ut, free ys, from the care of all that, which heere is | 
B ought, with ſuch a peſtilent Kind of defire. +4 
 Whatberter we!ghts or meaſmne can you delt- | | 
all bs that ſo you may not be decctued , nor be | 


—_— 


ol drawen totake eonethino tor another, then to | 
| hrs It inſtantly t9 the 1 i? ailion and dearh of | 
r| Icfus Curiit our Lord. who then condemned 


-Þ [char vw bich the world eiteemed ; and to carry it | 
fo to the hoker of our owne Gdeath, which 
conducts vs all naked, ſolitary, and detcated, 

'W [and ro be rrod vpon by the teete of our ſeruants., 

'W [And = Te particular may dog vweil,toremem- | | 
| ber this point; {ince, belides the feare, whici' 

weall ought :o haue of that pallage, your ſeif] | 
Þ {hanc another particular reaſon for 1 it ; becaulc ; 
NF [79 hauc a more narticular knowledge of | * | 
deat; for Jately you wanted not, as a man 
| may ſay "_ fingar $ breadth of paſſing through 

it, to eternity. | 


Take heede, take heede, that you be not de- | | 


_- od. I WIFI 


| 


ceaued by chal talſe apparances, and by thoſe 
[painted <8: for they are no betrer then mal- 
kes, which enueagle & deceaue out ſoules, And 
lifyoulike theſe ſhadowes ſo well raiſe vp your 
| hart to heauen , where the Truthes of theſe | 
things are ; . whergof heere there is but ſome 
little emblancer: And fo you will neither 
conceiue any cnuie againit him , whome you | 
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| lying ypon Chrilt our Lord, and in liuing to 


finde to proſper in warldly things; neither yu 
w1ll you haue any great appetite , to polleſle 
that, which in fine, you mult be forced to 
leaue, Do not entangle your ſelfe with this 
earth, ſince God , hath giuen you ſome good: 
hopes, and pledoes , that he meanes to carry 
you to heauen. And thoſe are, his moſt ſacred 
dearh, the knowledge,and loue of the Cructfix, 
the receauing of the holy Sacraments, whereby 
in the holy Church there is giuen a pardon of 
our {1nnes; and the adoption of the Sonnes of God, 
and conſequently of heyres Let him ſeeke for 
ſhadowes, who hath no hope to lay holde, on 
things of ſubſtance, Let him reſpect a ſhort 
tyme, who hath had notaſte of ſpirituall bene- 
ditions , which laſt for euer , And let him 
triamph, likea fotr, in the profperitics of this 
worid , who hath not felt in his hart, how de- 
lightfull athing it 15, to ſhell teares tor having 
offended God ; and how happy a man 1s, 18 re- 


_ 
<8 2 


him. And ſince our Lord, hath called vs to his 


his Sonne Chriſt Teſus, let vs not live accoratn? 
to the flesh; nor allowe of any counſel] againlt 
this counſel], That ina thing ſo manitelt, as it 
is, that we onght toſceke , and eſteeme the 
contentment of Chriſt our Lord, deſpiling tne 
world, andallthat is therein, there is no neede 
of taking any man's opinion ; and we muſt not 
be moued by any vanities of the world , how 


many,and how vſuall.and how well receaued 
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mercy , and hath giuen vs the knowledge of | 
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ſocuer they may be. The world paſſes with the de- 
lizht thereof as S, Tohn faith ; but he who will 
doe the will of our Lord , thall remaine for 
cuer, Who relyes ypon that which is vnſtable, 
ſhall fall doiyne togeather with 1t; and he,wwho 


will adore an Idoll, (ll orowe like that very 
Idoll; but he, who loves Chrift, our Lord (and 


| indeede is wiſe, and worthy 


that man loucs him who hates the world) he 
, aad {hall be cxal- 
ted to fitt in that kingdome , with the ſame 


berhe lealt chere, then to be the greateſt keere: 
If therefore it delight vs'to raigne let vsdelire 
to doe ſo, in that eternal! kingdome, I beſeech 
Chriſt our Lord , to bcſtowe it on you. 
Amen, 


lcfus Chrilt our Lord, as he {ittes ar the right | 
[hand of his Father, It is much more worth,to 
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j you amuſ 
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of bis, who animates him to [1 ee og by 0-Ca1th.. 
ct, IT humiliiy, and be {each (1 3 it 1 ecalichen 
of muide, mujl not be tyed to any COnmameplace, 


: 


| 
A Lettcy of the Author to 4 denrtcd rilivioas Friend 


Hauc recciued your | lettcr, atid rhat with! | 
I amto anſiycarc is tliis, You mult know, | 
' tnat there 15not any one In this lite, who cn 
think to live without trouble+ 3:& toat to Com- 
| | plainc of them, 1sto complaine ot bcing a man, 
' tince w bara to bearc them, And it it 
le eme to you,that when you were {utt vp, you | 
carried your ſoule more recollected; you areto 
er 1cr on theother ftde, that Gbedrice in ——_ 
thoſe things, which diſplcaſc ones ſ{clf, and the | 
| humility ot performing nicanc offices, 1s noe 
| {mall fruite to the foule. And belciue you this 
ruth, that LC man, who is carefull to recollcct 
hdeIf , 2nd who puttes bis conkdeoce in God, 
Coth many tyines finde himfelf more recollec- 
ted in {tirecres , and publique places, then if he 
[wercin his Cell. "And icy Whotyc Wh” dcuo- 
tontoany particular kind of place ,doeinſtat- 
ly loofeit, when they 7%: place, yea anc 
many times in that very place, it failes them. 
And this growes inregard they : are re{olucd to | 
hauc it here, and {triue not tc finde it in al pia- 
ces, andin allithoſe workes, 
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to which tacy at-| 
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| cond | oy theyr Ubedience 3 vpon this Obearente, 


greatly procure to ground your ic (cit, 


LE_—y 


MY £546 _ 2 
without chooling this, or that, Since Oh dence 

5a thing foe acceptable to God, that it cxccedes 
| that, vehich a man nay doe Vvaacr the con> | 
duc of his owne will, 5; cou locuer 1 ICMay | 
ſeeme. Father Lew 0 Granada WIN patle fnort- | | 
I; by you, and I wouta : haue you CCE that WER 
great confidens ce, which ke ſhall aduile yo 
The Holy Ghoit be cucr with you, 
| 1 am ſuch an cnemy of theſe changings of 
\ place, & I hould the very cclires there fog itt 
| 20 be ſuſpected; as that I am mace flow in gi- | 
ing os care tO what you write CONCerning 1 
therp; til] by your prayers we may Ct more | 
| Jightro ouide vs, For otherwiſe, we 41 all OC | 
15 bad as blindefould ; and perhaps 1 VCU ray ! 
| fall vpon Er encounters , then th Cy are, 
[ES you would atoyd.I beſcech iow Hcl 
\ the matter with our 87 & when I 1i:all have | 
 {aisfied minc owne hart, I will im Fart it Vnto 


| 
| 
,10u, In the meane tyme 1 recemmend to you | 
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math , tharyou keepe yourfſouicin peace. For = 1T 
| ithappens toſome,thar they both leofe theyie | 
| tyme, and the oood opportunity , which 6 | 
viue's &þ cm, by thinking much vpon that other, | 
which they delire to obraine ; & ſoc they growe 
'tolooſe, both the one, and "ber; 4 
| Make You accopt, char thereis but one Gay of 
lite Jett, for you ; and that that Gay is the mor- | 
ding, wh cn you awake, And ſpend you thar, 
| wit It were your laſt , with all m_ C2re that 
| poſſibly you ca, And when the deſi! irc of doeing 


| 
any other thing 7 OCCUrTEes, makethis anſweare, 
i a92.., > 25 OS GO 
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22 4 SPIRIT VALL Ep. 26, 
Doe net thinke of to morrow ; and excrciſe your 
ſeit, in breaking your will, For when a 
man fiyes from the opportunity , which he 
hath to breake it, it is lixe flying out of the 
feiide, And becauſe ſuch a one Biyes like a 


— 
A  ——as 


coward, and carryes his weakenes in his com- 
pany ; therefore when the occation preſents: 
[ {cif afterward , he findes , that he 1s as farre| 
| from {trength, as betore ; the reaſon heereot| 
[ is , becauſe he changed his place, but not ki; 
| minde: giuc you a good accompr of that houle, 
2nd of the opportunity , which there you 
haue; and ſoc you ſhall gett a tongue, where- 
with you may aske a better, at the hands of 
| our Lord ; For otherwiſe they may ſay vnto 
you, that he who conducts ii] that which he 
hath already in his care, to vwiat end thould one 
trult a greater matter, in ius hands? 
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A Letter of the Author r0.4 acuout 
| Lady, animating her to fight 
azainſt the Dewll , and to 

refeft bis temptations. © 


[ Beſecch our Lord, that you may find your 
ſelf as [ detire,, for it was not ſaid in yayne, 
that lrue as full of a4 carefull kind of feare. Butin | 
hne, I haue confidence, that our Lord ( as he 
| faith to vs by the Prophet Teremy ) will re- | 
gard that Joue wherywicth he eſpouſed himſelf 
in thoſe beginnings of his, and will remember 
how the people followed him , without any | 
high way in the Deſart, which was full of af- | 
fiction to them, and carryed a kind of refem- 
| blance of death. God is yerythankcſull , to 
| ſuch as ſerue him with loue; and in the tyme 
| of our weakenefles , and when our ſtrength is 
| cuen ypon the point to faile , then doth he 
 looke backe , vpon the time when formerly } 
wee had beene in vigour, and tothat amorous | 

| 
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intention , which wee had in former time , rc- 
| Iciuing our miſery , with the aboundance of | |} 
is mercy. Continue therefore with a harte | t 
tull of courage; and as $, Paule ſaith ; doe not | y,y,10 
uſe your confidence; for there belongs 4 greatreward 
mi And this js that, which the Deuill would | | 


 ——-—— — 


+ eV; 3. 


— — OD CREnY Bt 
—_ Oo "au 2 
- o "HS RY "ES . 4 " « 


— —_——— i. 
— -- —— ——_— Wu — C— —  M—_— ct — m——_— al 


A «+ r- —_—— —_— SO ry” nr cw; oe — coo ay -—O—— PE - _— . - o . —_—_— - Pry - ww - — _—_ ___ 


SPIRITVALL Ep.zr, | 


| 
226 


J 


r udzes, 


| 9, 


' fictions, whichhe hath broughr vpon you. by 


faine,cither take away from vs, or weaken in yg, | 
lo to pull vs downe, who pull hun downe, and 
much more, you, being a woeman ; by whoſe 
nand he would eſteeme 1t, more dishonour, to 
be ouercome, As Abimelech ſayd to his {econd, 
doe thou kill mee; that foe it may nor ve layd, that 
a Woeman killed mee; for a wocman had calt a 
pecce of carth ſtifly downe vpon hum fromthe 
fortreſſe, Thus muſt you doe, when the Deuill 
Shall offer you combate. Caſt Chrilt cur lordar 
him;and foe breake his head (for Chrilt our lord 
being man, is called earth . and foe theenemy 
Shall dye, And if notwithſtanding, it ſeeme to 
you, that ſtill he myſt bea liue ; knowe yer, that 
he remaynes in extreme trouble, and euen as. 
dead, to ſee himſelf ouercome , and to bethe 
occalion that you shall gayne crownes, whereas 
he thought that they would haue proved fetters, | 
To what greater miſcry can an cnemy be ſub- 
iect,then to ſec, that he helpes him, to ve great, 
in the eyes of God, For if you ſawe thetreaſure, 
which you haue gayned, by reliſting the Deuill, | 
ſoe very often; there is noe doubte, butthar ut 
would ſufficiently remper the birternes of your 
troubles to confider the beawty and riches of 
thoſe crownes, Now ſo many pretious ſtones 
hauc you gotten , wherewith to enrich your 
crowne, as you have reliſted , times , thoſe 
countailes of the Deuill ; and ſo much hauc 
you gained of eternall reſt , as you haue with 
patience, endured ſeuerall times , the {add at 


| EPISILES: _ Ep. 27, 22» | 
not thertore weary , of getting {till new pretious | 
ſtones, though whileſt they are throwneat you, 
they hurt you a little; but then inſtantly atrer, 
they are your owne, 

And ſcethat you reliſt that vnproficable ſad- | 


] 


nefſe, which is the beginning of many miſchie- | 
| fes; & confiding in our lord, and being checre- 
full in the hope of his loue, read all vnder foor; | | 
andletit ſeeme little to you, as S. Bernard ſaith, 
| My afl:fHon is hardly to bee counted afliftion forons 
| balſe howre , andif it proue any longer I fele 2t not, 
 thronh the force of ny love. Tread you vpon the | | 
dragon, and ypon the yon, andlet $i teare you, |P/ul,25. 
and notyou him. And ſay you ta your ſelf, Our 
lord 1s my ST" and wh a [ feare* Our 
| Lord takes caie of mee, what then can arriue, which 


may affii& mee: Our lord gonernes mee, and I am ſafe. | 


a+ 


* _— 


-- 
mm, *” x iy, l a * x a 
0 wg Ree on Aer aegis: 
——_ A. , ry aps, py oo 
$6  ———__ *OER > ps _ Saf = = > 


» Aa. i 
2 R 


TY * b 
-> 4. OY FH uv n E 4 4 
«av. | 
Se i ere ne en ONTO CITY —_—_ 
4 
% LY "” " - of 


, & 's. 
- W 6" Q » _ b. - " o me 
NES » ICIS I 
o oe i WV for ies. 1 DI EY Fn Jit+er ae 


” 
v o . . " : _ 
. RE I” "-- OE B= 
6 a be % = "A, ® 7 
p þ _ =_ —— n_ —_— f % _- w eySw IF, A © punt 
» o PR” —_ = bo 2 Je | 
"4 _— CF . * x - » _ = * l * Y : hd : |; 
* 4 Lew”, n pe oP y = 4 Eros. 4 p ” _ y <a; « - ; . Ww, : 
d As. tt. DO ; SS : > "Ih > ff , Mum > o_—_ __ 
R % wh wY" . A - © 
Pod _ - pe nf & - - , p - __ " oy _ II” 4 . : 
p _ Ws ; veiades AI bem hops bk, EE nes 7 v IITB o_ — . " * pn - > _—— , — - 
; | — ar gov : a ; g . . > n _—_ - þ 
bh a F . >, pi w— «a6 a be R 4 4 ae 3-2 = * bi A __— T IIS IE... > 
| 2 o 2 & —_ OR AY 26: " F oO - OK l 
. - _— 4 ® - « a _ * vi lng, » - "S _ % Y w V {4 p Lt rq x . 
; : " _ F L | > T A l 
a .. - by wh - . _ 
ho 0 + WOT. *F*. a>—— | _-_ ' 
Y a wy # 4 ” ; 
: Dd 3 : L ? nd _ > I - ' 
k s or K o - a4 
a 4 LC = —_— ul > — 5 , 
[ye a "a L 


ng, | F 
| Our lord ſerues himſelf of mee , and I aspire to [ 
| 10 other happines , how much ſoeuer it may coſt mee. fk 
| And thus, the Deuill finding you full of courage, [* 
and well armed, Shall not bee able co pull you | 't 
| downe, but rather feare, ſoc much as toaſlault | ( 
you. Our lord, whocalled you, conlſerue you, | | 
- 
and make you ſuch as I beſeech himthar you | : 
may bee, Amen. [ 
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A Letter of the Autbour to a Cauallicr 


bs freind. 


[1 E newes of this meſſenger , who is 
arting , takes me by night, and without] 
paper, and full of my ordinary indiſpolitions, I 
befeech our lord , who 1s omniportent, to tell| 
you tiat by himſelfe , which he was to haue 
rouid you by my penne ; lince in me thereis noe} 
ability to doe it, nor haue I indeede any opor- 
runity, The coplaintes you make againſt your 
ſcife, vpon the opinion which you had of your 
owne prudence , are iuſt, You muſt admitt 
them, & doe them iuſtice; eucr citeeming that 
opinion for a crafty caemye, and counting vp 
cuery pace it makes, that ſoe you may vnder- 
ſtand the deceites thereof, For in theſe tempta- 
tions , to know them , is to oucrcome them, 
Makethat very account with your felte, which 
was made by that Monke, in this namer ; I came 
not to wwdge any , but to be indged by all, Say thus 
to your ſelfe; I care not to haue teale of otheys but of 
my ſclfe. God places not me in the office of 4 oniar, 
bat in the duty of being enided. And who is1oc 
maddly impertinent , as that hee will thinke 
to hitt right, in that, where God puttes him 
not ; lince cuery plantation which 1s not made by 
the heauenly fatrer, chall bercoted VP. 
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But now, it by Obedi-nce you be commaun- | 
ded todeltuer your minde, firit begg you light | 
of our lord, and then declare it, but not with- 
out feare, and as a thing which you doe but 
offer , to the end thar 4& may be examined by 
others, And you are not to shoot it out, with 
ſuch a kind of reſolution, and auctority, as if it | 
mult needes be approued, and exccuted, becau- 
ſe forſooth you thoughtir fitt, Noe nor that it 
ought to haue any force att all , vpon that rea- 
ſon ; but onely, that things may ſoc be done, 
a5o0thers may take to be moſt coucnient, whe- 
ther they approue or diſallow your opinion. 
And you mutt conceiue, that by dociag thus, 
you comply with the duty of your Obedience, } 
and that you haue nothing more to doe in that 
bulines, 
They , who either be cndwed with light | 
from heauen, or haueciſe beene taught to ſce, 
by the many falles, which they haue taken; | 
doe noe lefle feare, enen ſome good delires of 
particular thinges, then the executing of ſome | 
dclires, which are not good, Yea, and in ſome | 
forte , they apprehend them more bccaule of 
the two \it is harder to vnderitand and mailſter | 
the deceipt, which lurkes in them. Now this | 
rare, takes order that they runne not inſtantly 
tentertaine them , but to keepe their ſtand; 
Tcommendins that delire of theirs to our lord, 
and a; king councell of him, This /eare is the 
Cginntng of wiſedome, and it is alfoe the end | 


' 


Unereof, Itis hard todeclare this pointe by let- 
| ' wy P 3 a 
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| ter but for him who hath a ſuperiour, whome 
| he obeyes, it is calily declared, by putting the | 
cale, ay following his counſell. | 
When you Shall be come to Know , that | 
' ſuch a butines concernes the ſcruice of God, | 
and that it is fitt to be diſpatched, yet Rilleuen| 
that muſt be donein ſuch forte, as that his Ma. 
iclty be not offended , tor whoſe {eruice the 
| = Hoy It to be vndertaken. For if the heart be | 
[thereby filled, with cares and diſtractions, and 
| eſpecially if they come at wrong tymes , the 
thing it ſelfe may well be1uſt, but the manner. 
| of doeing it, wil nor be ſoc. Ic is a good thing, | 
| taraman to cary himſelfe like a perſone wi ho 
isatthe comaund of another; and not asa guide | 
of the buſines, Not as if you were ſome x great 
maiſter , but rather like fome young fellow, 
{who w—_ bidden, eyther tocome, Or goe when 
| the care of any particular Shall pur 1t ſelfe vnſea- 
| ſonably ypon you; ſayto it, to this effect , On 
| lord commanndes me nothing , about that mailer at 
this ttme; For my part, 1 "oth nothing to thizke ; al 
| will zce into eryenr , if it be done after my fancy 
| | when our lord sball Sd me to due it, 1 will die 
| t, and 1 will both heave, and ſpeake. For this put- 
| poſe it is 200d to (ett out ſome determinate ti- 
me, tothinke of theſe thinges , which require| 
| care; that ſoe they may not come vpon a ma, | 
introupes, when he were to bein filence with] 
God, If they bring any affliction with then, | 
which much diſquiet ; we may well conceiut| 
| that that j is not the way, , wherein God walkes 
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Lg 3 et} : l big 65s [| 
— | nor doe wecomply with his word, which faich, , 
Ne Nultte foltcitt efſe , labor enum exercendus , ſollicitu- | | 
ne p? tollends : you muſt not be oner carefull, for paines | 

| 


| EC hs | 
muſt be taken but {ollicitude is forvidden ; and for 


at the taking of it away , our lord willes vs to 
d,  confide in our eauenty Father. 

Cl | He who hath this confidence, perceiues well, 
ol that the buſines dependes vpon God; and that 
he | ' his diuine witedome, knowes how to addreſle 
be | him, and therefore a Chriſtian man , 1s to be 
nd | per{waded, that it giues noe aduantage, cuen 
he | tothe very buſines it ſelfe , it we fall into any 
er | yhquiet Kinde of anguish ; or euento ſuperflui- 
9, | ty of thinking of it, which is thus forbidden, 
' by holy (cripture, Ne aſfliga: temetipſum in conſilio 
| | two: Doe not afflift thy ſelfe in thine owne connſell : but 
ea lay thus to your ſelfe , It js God who muſt doe it, 


| and not I, Perhaps our lord will not hane it remedied 
| by this meanes» And if he will, yet his will alſoe s 

that it be done with peace , Pio with my ſpiritual 
cane, and without myloſſe. And {oe procure, that | 
| your heart may euer goe, in celebration of that, 
| Chriſtian Sabaoth , whereof S. Paul ſpeaketh; 
and then we may ſay to our lord , Deſcend thou 
#$ | 

mtomy heart , for 1115 all free for thee: and it hath no- 
thing which may diflra&t me from hearing thee, and 
| from ſpeaking to thee.” You haue reaſon to delire 
| the helpe of prayers to this purpoſe : for it is not 
foe ealily obtained. I befeech our lord , who 
called you to his owne ſeruice , continue you 
Inhis grace, and carry you afterwardes, with 


 hiniſelfe to erernall reſt. 
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A Letter of the Authtur to a Virgin who lined in | 
Recolle*tron, Of the valew of a jonicgand the cat 
wherwith it 15 to be kept from fallmg. And that if | 
it fall, itmu(t baue hope, an oe rife ardine, | 

| 

Know not with what wordes , I may be | 

able to expreile the fault which accuſe; moe, 
and the puniihment which I feare, [ looke 
back ypon the much time which hath paſied 
without writing to you, whillt yct you were 
| recommended ro me; that {oe by mcancs of ny 
| Care, you migat vroceede and protiit, In te 
ſeruice of our heaucnly king ; fince he was 
plealed to receaue you tor his , througn thay 
word, which I preached vnto you, And 1 in 

1 the anc time, like an ill ſcruant of Chrilt 

| | Our Lord, hauc beene negligentin ncgotlating 

tis bulineſie which beheld to be ſoe truly his; | 
a5 that it filled himfull of care,and foe full , as 
| to make him giuc his life, for the diſpatch the- 

{reot, And not onely hae I finned againſt him, 

; | but againſt you foe, To him 1 have beene an 

| i] ſeruant., and to you TI haue beene an 111 Fa- 

| ther, fince I hauc nox preſerucd the {tocKk nor | 
| ſuſtained you with the food of his word ; his, 
who made mee his ſteward, to the end, chal in 

; thetrue time, I might wiſely and faithfully dif- 

pence it, to cucr y one, according to that whici 


t7 oY | 
=” Lo ſhould necde, | 
I am much greed for my negligence, a5 ie 
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| becoines a guilty perſon ; andI apprehend the 
puniſhment of my fault, Not that I feare ſoe| 
much, leait our Lord ſhouid punith, or ſcour- 
ge, or aftiict me for it, with vexations,and tor- 
ments, a5 that, he may permitt your ſoule to | 
receiue {ome difaduantage thereby, For when a 
' man hath noc knowledge of what belongs to | 
children , nor cares how he may bring tem 
vpp; it is but reaſon,both that he ſee them | 
dyc, and that they may al{oe continue dead 1n 
| kis fight; thar ſoc the oreite thereof, may beea | 
torment to him, & may Kcepe thoſe eyes open, | 
which his careiefnes had ſhut. 

My good lifter, { for 1 will preſumeto ſay, 
that you are mime , becauſc you are the Spor/e | 
efmy Lord)O how happy were he, who night ; 
Know bow it is with you; that ſoc he might j 
cher be delighted in your good, or recciue the | 
tormentof ſorrow , for your i! how happy ! 
were he, who might know , if thoſe feruchr ; 
teares of yours {till continue , which waited | 
your {oule in the high preſence of your Sp.uſt, 
\and which watered it with deuotion, that ſce 
[1tmight giuc fruit to the Lord thereof. And it ! 
your long watches laſt , wherein you were 
wont to treate in ſecrecy and ſojitude with him, | 


whom your ſoule loues. Reflecting vpon tho-! 


htc 


{ 


ſeforrowes, which he endured for loue of you; | 


that, for the loue of him. 
I beſcech him of his mercy, that you may 


| 
and, you, defiring to endure {omen hat like } 
| 


i. 
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was diſcourſe with God ; your rich pouerty, 
which Jaue you more tull ſatisfaction, then ail | 
the wealth of this world: Thar cotempt of your 
 ſcife, which gauc you price & valew inthelight 
four Lord, and that holy change of your life | 
which caſt them into wonder, w « V1 ſaw you, & | 
pr aiſed God in you, Let ir nor pleaſe him, that 
mine cares may euer heare, that the ſeruant of 
Chriſt , is other then ſhee vſed to bee, Let it 
neuer come to palle, that thee thould liue with 
any other,nor regard any other, nor thinke of 
any other,thenoncly Chriſt our Lord; to who- 
me thec offered her {elte, Make noe exchange: 
whereby, vou may bee ſoc decceined; as that hat 
uing raltcd of that heauenly guitr,& hauing fed | 
vpon tie criimes of the table of God: ;you ſhould 
now afterward, come to talt the bitternes of E- 
t& thoſe meate which are deuoured by me : 
oof f from him, Who when lcere , they {hall 
haue Gricked themſelues with ihe foode of ſwine, 
{hall burne hecreafrer, inthe copany of deuilis, | 
Seruant of Ieſus Chriſt, how is it with you 
indeed? tcl me, how itis wich you. I bcſcech 
clus, you bee wel i in his he S. Panle ſaid, 
that cuen his very life, confiſted in the good of | 
his children ; and euenT, though not with that? 
oreat fire, hay with the little which God giues. 
mee, doe yet aducture to ſay, that my life con-. 
liſtes, i in that you be well, inthe light of God. 
I can cake noc pleaſure 1 io this body, if the {ouie 
of my aaughcer , be dead; nor ſhall delight haue 
any placeir n me, will may know,that your Sh | | 
7, whome lodged | invou, Joth (Hi inhabite | 
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nadethe fault, & I willperforme the penance; 
but yet ſce that you bee not angry with him, 

| Doc not my good Silter, afflict me more then 
alrcady I am aftlicted, through mine owne fault, 


ou bee offended with my neglizcce,be appea- 
ſed by this cofeſſion which is full of thame and 


Fo : 
' our Lord, you ſhall wel finde, that I wilmend. 


' haue beene an il] Father to you; ſince ypon the 
ſame, God forgets that we haue been ill ſonnes 
& ill ſeruits to him. And if yet you will require 


quire of me what you will, Onely retourne to 
theway of God,if you ſhould haue letr it,or cls 
[make mee know, the, you continuein it ; that 
{ol may be ſure thatthinges goe wel with you; 


which you Shall tmpole vpon mc for my negligece. Ne- 
|ggence, 1 meanc 11 writing to you; but not 1nremem- 
| bring you, For in this our Lord , hath not pernutted 
| that I Should be forgetfull. For ſoc great was the loue, 
| wiichT carryed towards you,vpon ſeeing that you were 
growne to be the true ſeruant of God ; and you entre 
loedeepely into my hart, when conſidered thoſe mer- 
| cyes,which our Lord had vouchſafed to you that it ne- 
uer parted more from thence, though 1t hane failed, to 
| ſtrengthen and comfort you in ti1s way as it should 
| haue done, | 
| Pardon me m cood Siſter for the lone of Tefus 
| Chriit ; and bce not cruel againſt yourteIfe, but beas 
ervell avain{t me,as youshall thinke $:.33c fure to love 
our Lord, for he deſernes not to be 1:1 vicd, for thc 


(your hart.If icbe any otherwiſe, it isI, who haue 


by the loue, w hich I carry to your ſoule; andif 


orcife, And beiciue that through the fauour of 


| And vpon this motiue, you muſt torger that I 


further ſatisfatio,be your owne caruer;and re- ; 


& that I may haue {tregth to bearc that pEnice 
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| negligence of his ſeruant, And it you thoui{ | 
| haue for: Jotten your duety to him you Kknozy 
| his condition already well enough, and that 
he hath promiſed to recejue the "oule which 
willretourne and that if you will forgiue me he 
wil pardon you. And he will ſhew you ſuch! 
| mercyes, as he theived betore, and wil cnable 
you to fog thoſe Canticlesto him , Which you 
ſunginyour fr{t beginning, and birth, ro Chriſt 
our Lord. 

Doe not now gine caule of toy, to thoſe in- 
fernal ſpirits, ſincethere was a time, wherein 
' you wounded them with ſorrow. Doe [not 
grceiue your good Angel , fince hc hath giuen 
God much praiſe for you; and haths cioycdd at 
your vocauon. Doe not reuerſe that ſolemne 
Feſtiuity, which was celebrated inthe kingdo- 
me of heauen, vpon the Gay of your cGuer lion, 
Andifthrou: oh my ſinne3 any of thelc things 
{ould have happened, yet {till you mult not be 
diſmayed, For our Lord will (tretch forth his 
arme; , and willreceiuc you; ſince he ſtretched 
them out for you ypon the Crofje, And itis viual 
with him, toloue that perion more , who ha- 
ung run away out of the warr doch yer rc- 
rurne to | 1zht with greater courage, then that | 
other who though he neucr forſook the teild, 
yet was neucr but lack in doeing him ſeruice, 

Thisisa kind of warr, wherein the loflcof 
the victory conliſts not in the not recetuing ary 
| woundes, but in flyingoutoft the battaille, & 
rendring him(clfe to the  enemye, in the quality | 


| 


| 
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of a man who is oucrcome., Take courage,and 
begin yet once againe, foryou ſhall ind Chrilt 
MW our Lord cloſe at hand to help you. And ſeing 
your humility,and how much you are aſhamed 
of yourſelte , he will not put you to confulion. 
Nor when he ſhall perceiue, that you are lying | 
proſtrate at his feete, will he caſt youoff, or | 
kick you out of his fight, Andifyou call vpon 
thoſe interceſlours, of yours , who are in hea- 
ven, they willnot make themſelues deafc to 
the crves which you ſendypfrom hence, As | 
for me becau{ſcT haue made the fault, whereby 
[you haue incurred the taconuenience, if there 
beany,I wil alfoc performe the pennance as T 
ſid before. And I wil beſcech our Lord tore- 
ſtore and raiſe that vp, which my negligence 


I NN 


| 


made fit for ruine, Let all your thoughts beate | 
pon his hauing Þcgunan the worke , and not 
yon my hauing neglectcd it, And then he will | 
put things in good order, becaule heis the true 


—_—__ 


boucrof ſoules, and pretends not to ſee mens 
| i. 
. | Wones. char ſoe they may retract them by ſor- 
1 | {ov I beſecch him cuen by whar bimfelf is, 
lat he wit keep you in cloſe proteRion , vnder 


5 wings; and make you gratious in his fight, 
nd that he wil puniſh me in whatſoeuer ſort 
cltalthinke fit. And I beg of you by him that 
ouwil write to me, though Iconfeſle myſelfe 
obe ynworthy of your anſweare. 
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A letter of the Author , to a woman , who was af. 
jiicted with 2rienons, and danzer ons temptations, 
He ENCOMYATES her to ſu fer - and shewes that tie 
fraiie of aſfliftions is rear , when ibey are wil, 
borne, 


B* E comforted, bee coniforted, O you wy Pete 


hartof Ieruſalem, and call her hither ; for her punish. 
ment 15 ended , and her ſinne 1s pardoned. Conhide, 


you, and they commaunde you to be comtfor- 
ted, through his fauour, who will defende you: 
though your owne infirmities , and thoſe infer- 
 nallpowers, ſtriue to plucke you downe, But 
if they, becarefull ro perſecute you : more cate- 
full is Chriſt ourlord, to ouershadoyy you, and 
rodefende you, and to ferch you of from this 
combatt, adorned with new Crownes, whic| 
are incomparably more to be eſteemed andre- 
zoycedin, then your tribulation deferues tobe 
lamented, 

W hat is the matter 2 what is that , which at 
flicts you ? what is that which frights you? you! 
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| 


ple , ſfayth the lord your God: ſpeake 10 the 


my good fiſter : for theſe words ate ſpoaken to | 


God is the curer of theſe wounds : be not trot-| 
bled there at. For at the inſtant that he cloſes} 
them, he will shine to you as a ſunne, ſeaucot! 


' mes mote bright, then before you were ſubic 
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EPISTLES. 
ro this at; iCtion ,your {þ -iritrall proſpericies wall 
incomparably excel] lehofe which arepalt : fince 
{chat which you luffer now , doth fo farre excce- 
'Cein bitterucfle char which formerly you ſuffe- 


| - . 
red, For thele flow. ds of anguish, vie to ſerue 


delight as the tribulations of Iob were mellen- 
gers tO aim, of a doubling of his eſtate and com. 
fort, W hich God beſtow ed vpon him, God af- 
ficted him firſt , and then he comforted kim, he 
tryed him , and then he crowned him : he hid 
himſelf frani him a licle : but afterwards he 
| chewed himſcife more deare, and (weeter, then 
he had ſeemed before to be off nded. 

| This is the ſtile , which our lerd holdes 
with his ſeruants, He mortifies them fo farte, 
that he ſeemes, asit ke wonld place them, in 
the veric torments of þ.cll : but then initantiy 
againe he draywes them out , and putts them 
into perfect eaſe : and ſo, as that the whale is 
neither able to retaine him, nor yet {© much 
asto touch him with ante offence , whome she 
had ſwallowed. Our aduerſarics , tie deuills, 
ac full of pride, and they threaten , to devou- 
're vs : bur ler vs ſay to them, ir their reeth: 
(Comp and ſpare not , for you chall be onercome, 
Tahe what councell you liſt , it 5hall come to n+ 
ting, for God is on cur ſide. Let it not , my 
good lifter , paſſe once fo much as in your 
thought, to be afrayd of theſe inferpall wolues: 
For hee , who ng them once vpon 
the Croſſe , bath conquered them in you: 


{bur for a pretace, to an aboungance of (pirituali 
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| and willdo ſo againe; and didrorlednn 
| to their great shame. And how focuerit may 
i ſcemetoyou, that the encounter 1s fierce, and 
the cnemie fo ſtrong , as to frightyon; benot 
 jaye | 4450095 For it 1s Ts lord who fayth : Shall 
þ* ' perhaps the prize be taken ot4t of the hand of the trons 
| man ? And wall that, which was ſeiſcd by the 
miohite , bereſumed®© Moſt certainly rhe captiue 

' Shall be taken out of the hand of the ſtrung man; 

| and that shall be reſcucd,, which he had taken | 
| by viotence, And this Shall come to palle be- | | 
Ka the hand of God, will 1ght for you ; and 
will onershadow you , as birds with their 
wings ſpred abroad , lefende and coucr thoſe 
yong ones of theirs | which they loue ſo much, 
 O-chac our eyes could once but ſee , that 
| | zcale of God, wherewith he kcepes our ſoules, 
and how ſafely he claſpes them in his hand, 
euen when they thinke , that they are alreadic 
| loft. Some are wont to (S408 downe a plal- | 
fe , With ſpeede, to shew , how dexteroully 

| \they Can receaue a brickle thing | in ſafer, 

| hich i is caſt, though neuer lo ſpeedily , Gem 
| on high, And it the olafſe phe eels and 
knowe , It would tremble to ſee ic (elf caſt 
downe fo farre and ſo faſt , and to be falling 
rowards hard ſtones , where it were likelic to 
be broken, into a hundred pieces, Bur then 
comes to ſuccour it, the other hand of him, 
who threw it bras - and fo it is receaued 
without any hurt at all. And thus you who 


| fee your ſelf drawen even onr of yourſelf, 
kin and} 
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_EPISTLES. Ep. wo. 
alſaulred with ſuch $harpe fyres , and afflicted | 


by ſo fierce paynes, doe tremble and feare, con- 
ceiuing that you $hall be broken all to pieces, 
by falling into offences againſt our lord. Bur you 
mult knowe and confider, that ourlord,, who 
hath brought you into this trouble, he himſelf 
will bring you out : and he, who hides himſelf 
awhile from you, that you may ſuffer , is yet 
very neare you for your defence, For otherwi- 
le, you had bene {wallowed vp ten thouſand 
times ouer , by your enemies, Hethrowes you 
dewne, and yet hereceaues and ſaues youfrom | 
falling, He moues the tempeſt , but yer he itis, | 
who Keepes you from drowning, For 1 that, | 
which you fecle , it is not you , whodoe any 
thing, = you fufferit. He who doth it, is the | 
cdeuill, and he $hall pay for ir. 

God (ces your hart perfectly well, and that 
you are a louer of his Commaundements, and 
one, who abhorres any thing, which is offen(1- 
ue to him, I befeeeh him to keepe you, as he 
hath done hitherto , for as for thole things, 
which the deuil] repreſentes to your minde, be 
not troubled atallthereat. For though it befull 
of deformitie . and afflicte you much, yet you 
will not be the worſe for thar. Theſe are things, | 
which happen to manie, and not only theſe, to 
which you are ſubject, but others alſo which 
are incomparably greater, and which {eeme ins | 
dcede, to bea verie copie of the rrue hell , and 
of that language, which there they holde, 
| Bur not for all this , doth God forſake his 
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ſoules ; but cuen when all humaine counſel], 
and power failes, then runnes he towards them: 
with a mightic hand, taking away the cuppe of 
bitternelle , eucn from their mouthes, and in 
exchange thereof, he giues them tenthouſand 
comforts. And, the while, a man comes to 
know, that he is weake, by hauing vnderſtood 
his great milerie through experience, He 
knowes allo , the ſtrength , and malice of his 
enemies, and procures to fly from them, and 
leanes cloſer vpon God , whome he findes to 
be onely able rodeliuer him, our of ſuch bitter 
pangs as thoſe, And thus , out of his former 
miſeries , he both fetches light , whereby he 
may eſtceme lelle of himſelf : and repoſe grea- 
ter confidence in God ; and he learnes to liue 
with greater caution, and reſeruation, hauing 
diſcouered the treacherics and malicious pro- 
ceeding of the deuill, And we are not to ac- 
count little of this benefitt : becauſe as our true 
life conliſtes in knowing , and louing Alnugh- 
tie God : ſo alloisit a thing of great moment, | 
if inthe ſtrength and vertue of good {pirituall 
directions we may have ſome knowledge of 
the deuilles wayes, Not to the ende , that we 
may loue , and honour him, ( for that belongs 
from vsto God ) but that we may fly from him, 
and eſcape from his ſnares ; which are diſcer- 
ned, and knoyen by few men ,, who yet con- 
ceaue, that they haue ſome knowledge of God. 
Nay , therefore we are to make great account | 


of the fruit, which we gather our of theſe 
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difficulties . becauſe rhus the ſfoule growes to | 
oayne experience, in the warre , againſt this 
{ubtile cnemie. And theſe things, and manie 
others, doth our metrciefull lord, draw out of q 
theſe hard encounters, whereby our aduerſarie 
pretendes to make ysfall, And ſo we make him 
looſe, that which he hoped to gaine, and we 
putt a (corne ypon him: whilſt we profitt , and | 
puritye onr ſoules, by that verie meanes, which 
 hevied, forthe diſaduantage thereof. -Þ 
Aud forasmuch , as you haue offered your 
ſelf, ro the (eruice of Chriſt our lord : and are 

now no longer your owne fincethe day, whe- | 
rein you were made {o happie ; doe not cocelue, | 
that this paſtour of your ſoule , igliable to the 
faulc of being forgettfull. For if he would for- 
gett you , he would not call you , nor courte | 
you , nor palle ſo {iveete promiſes to you. In | zee, 
the day of aduerlitic , let your minde looke | 1. 

back to the day of nroſperitie', which formerly 
you enioyed : that ſo your preſent condition, 
may not dravy you downe, when itis tempered, 
| with the memorie of thoſe fauours , which 
were imparted ſoyouin timepaſt. And be ſure 
that if © hriſt did not loue you, he would not 
haue rayſed you vp, nor given you that Iewell. 
| And fince you know , that you beganne to 
walke in this way for his ſake : and that you 
haue deſired to pleaſe him : and that , accor- 
ding to your frailtie , you haue procured todo 
it: lay not ſuch a ſpotr vpon your honour, as 

to fayle of confidence in him, from whome, | | 
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SPIRITVALL Ep.zo. 
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| 
| 
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that asthe anker of a ſhipp at ſea, doth hxe it 
ſelf to the carth ; ſo will a faithfull ſoule , lay 
fait holde , vpon the Crucifix , and fixe his 
thought, and ſay : Thou, o Lord, dyeaſt for me , be-| 
fore [ was borne ; and thou foughtſt me with the ſor- 


ſumed to ſett vpon her , who was ſett forth by 


| they feele, nor from what quartcr the winde 


row of thy hart, when 1 ſought thee not nor deſired 


when you remayned in ſeparation , he drew 
you cloſe to himſelf; & conueyed aſweet , & 
mecke ſpiritt into the bowells of your hart; 
and ſett you out, with his owne marke; to the 
ende that both you might be his, and that you 
might know your ſelf for ſuch. 

And now, if the infernall woolfe, haue pre- 


the marke of Ieſus Chrif/ and who defired to ſcr- 
ue him, doe not wonder at it; for theſe are the 
tryails of our Faith, and (ere; toſee if we will | 
be diſmayed, and ſo turne back. There is no 
true vertue, vnleſle it be tryed; and the tryalls 
of Faith are dangers', and diſcountenances of | 
God. But cuen then, if that faith be pure, and 
fine , not onely it is not diſmayed, but how 
much the more it is vexed, ſo much the more| 
ſtrength it takes, and cuen fetches ſociety out 
of ſolitude, For we know, that it is the cuſto- 
me of our Lord, to placehisſeruants, cuen ypon 
the yery hornes of the bull, and to hide himſelf, | 
when lic hath done, to try their faith, And for- 
aſmuch as their ſight , is onely bent vpon the} 
goodneſle of our Lord; they care not for what 


comes; bur a confidence is engendred thereby, 
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| "ny ayarts but now Call 1 Vporn. thee ,arnd | lout tizee, aud | 


and Shelter hmn , who was thine enemie ; thou wilt 
newer drine him away, who deſires to ſerue thee; and 
whome thou haſt accepted for thine owne. And in 
this faith , you mult live, and remaine ſecure 
amongſt, all the wauecs, aa rempelts, which | 
theſea can ſhew ; though it mayſeeme to you, 
that the ſhipp is euen linking ; ; and you mult. 
labour , that ſo your hart may Ro" ps leaſt 
elſe our {Load awake, and chide you , as hedid 
his Apoſtles, ſaying : Why "RK Rr of lutle 
faith whereby you may ſee, how much in car- 
neſt our Lordis, when he requires ys to be full 
of courage : : 1nce cuen, when the waurs areen- 
ring into the little ſhipp to ſwallow u vp, euen 
then did he reproach them, becauſe they fea- 
red. And this hedoth, becal he will not allow 
them to be afrayde at all, who embarkethem- 
ſelues with bick. For they goe with the true | 
Lord of ſoules; who is our faithtull helper out 
of the greateſt fray tcs. 
' + Andnow,fince youare one of them, who | 
 haue quitt the {hore , and embarked yourſelf 
| with him, by entring vpon his ſeruice : what 
.can that be, which you thould feare: finceyou 
| | haue wattad , anddoe ſoſtill, in company of 
 Teſus Chriſt our Lord. Remember, that S.Peter, Þ 
whilſt he had faith went treading with his fectc 
| ' ypon the waters; but as ſoone, as he ſaw the 


thereſore now forſake me nat. If thou diddeſt receaue, | 


Maith 
8, 


| winde ſtiffe , and the waues high, he fearcd, 
| and ad then i preſently beganne to nke. To giue 
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SPIRITVALL Ep.30. | 
vsto ynderſtand , that with a faith, which wa® | 
firme, he went ſccure : and by growing tepide, | 
he began to bedrowned, and heard this word | 
from the mouth of our Lord : 0 tou man of litle | 
jaiti., why druſt thou doubts And intheſame mans | 
ner doth he ſay to vs, if he ſee ys fearetull of 
any viſible danger wharſoecuer, 

And ifour Lord tooke ſuch care to deliuer 
his diſciple froma corporall death : much more 
will he take care, to frce you from the death 
of your ſoule : and to ſecure you, that the tem- | 
peſt, which is riſen againſt you, may not drow- 
ne you. Onely be you ſure, my good filter, that | 
you be not diſmayed, and forſake not the war- 
re:tor heere the Crowne is loſt , not becauſe 
menare tempted, but becauſe they either tlye, 
or be ouercome Offer your telteto ſufterpaine, 
and euen fire, for his honour, whoſufftered {0 
much foryou., And by how munch the greater 
your aftlIictions are, eſteeme tkem for ſo much 
the more ccrtaine token, of the loue, which 
paſles ketweene Chriſt our Lord, and you. Be- | 
ſcech him, that he will ſtrengthen you, towards 
ſufierance, and notthat he will take away your 
aftiictions. For it wilt be a Purgatorie to you, 
wi.ereby you may be wholy purifed , in tae 
{1zat of God, and the Croſſ» of your beloued lord 
will keepe you companie. This Croſſe is that 
taing, which all the louers of our Lorddelire, 
and by meanes thereof, you will remaine like 
goulde, in the Crulible; ſo much or the more 
reſplendent, as you » ere more afflicted. 
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Conlider, that cuerie louer, is to endure | 


| fomewhat, which may declare himſelf, for the 
loue of his beloued. And fince you are centred | 
| into the warre of Loue , do not turne coward: 
| but conſider, how great things, eucx weake 
woemen haue endured for Chriſt our Lord. 
| Some by fire, others by ſcourges, and others by 
| hauing had their fleth rorne from their bones; 
and they held themſelues happy in ſuftering | 
tor the loue of their Lord. 

Now you alſo ſutter for him, For if you 
would forſake him, your enemies would nor 
perſecute you; but youare paſled ouer to Io- | ,;;, 
tue's tide , and therefore doe they moue this | xo, 
| warre againſt you, And if amongſt men, there 
| be want of baſe, and bloudie executioners,the 
| deuills come, in their place, who are both more 
crueil, & arenot ſo ſoone wearie, as the other; 
| and with grates of iron they torment you; and 
morein the ſoule, then inthe bodie ; and you 
are to eſtceme, that you are in martyrdome for 
the love of Chriſt our Lord, lince youare mat- 
| tyrized for his ſeruice. 
| Do not omitt your deuotions of Confel- 
hon, and Communicating, though you ſhould 
| doeit without any great ſeu{ible appetite, and 
though the deuill ſhould ſecke to hinder it, as 
he is wont to doe, ſo farre as to ſtrike your 
| tongue dumbe, ſo that you cannot Confelle | 

your {innes,as likewiſe he giues you to beleiue, | 
that you hauc eaten, at ſuch atymeinthe night, 
| that ſo you may not Communicate the mor- 
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| be your comfort, Amen, 


ningafter, Treade that encmie of yours vnder- 
foote, with all his craft : and pray to our Lord, 

vpon the Croſſe; and take thar Croſle in your 
companie ; and arme your ſelf therewith ; and 
offer your ſelf {o truly to anie ſtate of ay | 


ce, that if our Lord were pleaſed, that it ſhould | 


content therewith, And how much thedeeper 
you ſhall caſt your ſelf into his will , ſo much 


driues notthem from him,who ſtriuc towards 
him. 
Andremember, that therc is no love without 
griefe; and thatweare to enter , into the kingdome of 
heauen by many tribulations. Where, for one oP 
houre that you may ſee God in his beauty : 


well employ ed. And fince God is to carrie you 
thither, as you haue reaſon to hope he will ; be 
not cowardlie in ſuffering nor tepide in na 

| For he, who dycd tor you, and called you td 
himſelf, will not forſgke you, I beſeech him to 


—_—— 


| 
| 


wn 


laſt vpon you all your lite, you would yet be 


the more ſpeedily, will he relicue you. For he | 


| 


would thinke two thouſand ycares of that {i fe | 
ferance, to which now you are ſubict, to be | 


lowe 
root 
louc 
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| A [ etter of the Author to 4 perſon , who was much 

af flifted, for ſeeing thathe profited ſolule in vertue 

| Heeteacbes the difference, betweene ſelf-loue, & 
| thelouc of God; andbow he is to doe all things, 

| fortheloue of God , and nothing in conformuy 
with {clf-loue, 


{ by !E peace of our lord Teſw Chriſt remayne 
vith you. The roote of all our milery,is ſelfe 
owe; as on the other fide , rhe lone of God, is the 
coote of all our felicity ; and ſo, as that he whoe 
loues God, meets with nothing, which hecan 
properly be ſaid ro ſuffer; (becau tche ſcekes no- 
thing bur the will of God , andthercin alone 
toth he cclighr ) ſoe he whot leaes himſelf, finds 
| allthings to beeto hard, and to heauy, for um, 
and he is euer tormented, with the ST ,and| 
trouble of accidents. True repoſe doth not con-} 
iſt in any thing, bur in deſiring litclefor the loue 
of God, or rather noe one thing: and to content 
himſels with any thing for his ſake : to whome 
wee ofter,and preſent, as much, as wee forbeare 
todefire, "Wi the loue of him. And if God will 
rouchſafe, ro open our eyes, that ſo, with Dauid 
| Weemay conf der the wonderfull thines of b1s lawe, 
| wee shal finde, that not onely chave is daupger 
| hanging OUervs , through this fel lcne, in thoſe 
| things which are playnely and orollely vilible, 


and exteriour ? but more, and much more, euen 


— 


| 


| 
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| but ia regard that by cauling vs to deſire good 


I" 


in thoſe other things, wherein, many thinke: 
| thattrue ſanity doth conliſt, And if you agke 
mee, what thoſe thingsare, I ſay that they are 
aoc other, then vertnes; the peace of ſoule;the king. 
dome of heauen ; yea and euen our lord him(elf 
And thus you may ſee, how great our daunger 
is; fince theres daunger, euen in that, which, 
ſecurity, and how greatthe miſcheif is of proper, 
and inordinate loue; lince the ſtinge thereof, thru. 
 ſtes ir ſelf, into ſuch holy things. Notthat it is 
| ableromake themill, ( for that it cannot doe) 


| things, as our owne Jalt end, and for loue of out 
{elues, wee make our ſelues il]; ſince wee invert 
that order , which the lowe of God preſcribes; 
which 1s, to loue that, which is good , andow 
ſelues withall,r or the ſeruice of God, and for his 
loue, and all this in the ſame manner, and with 
the (aine meaſure, which is beſt pleaſing to his, 
Diuine Maicity, 

The loue of God doth not conſiſt (what ſocuer 


—_—_— 


With 


we will needes be ſaying ) inthe deſire of much 
vertue, noe nor euen of God himſelf, if ic be 1n-/ 
 ordinately done, and with exceſle of affliction, as 
wee are wont to deſire other things, For ifI be| 
moued for theloue of God, to defire any thing, my 
maine del1rc, to haue that thing, muſt bee to ha- 


| 


ucir, if God will; and how, and when, and to 


| what proportion he will, and not to bee greedy 


of it for my owne good, butto the end, that the 
will of God may bee accomplished though his 


pleaſure were, that my ſoule should remayne 
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E PISTLE $a TIA 
without vertue , and that T should neuerenter 
oro beauen, 1 ſay though his pleaſure Should 
beſo, for indeede it is not, But, at the leaſt, our 
(vill muſt ſoe be lodged, inthe will of God, as 
Withar ic may bee prepared , to wil any thing, 
which God would haue vs well , without any 
MWlnanner of exception. For if our owne ſelf: love 
bee aliue in vs , that miſcheif is {ſo much the 
Wl wors,and more inward, by how much the bet- 
terthe thing is which wee defire, For , In theſe | 
things, as ſeeming to bee very fafe,a manis wont 
to extend his appetite as farre as he liſts. And E 
whilelt wee ſay , that wee defire the loue of God, | 
Wl wee are full of ſelf-tove which makes vs deſire a 
MW him, for the love of our ſelves , without any rule or | 
meaſure ; whereas , it ought to bee, tuſt the 
contrary, | 

I remember ſome Doctours tell mee, that 
Lycifer was the firſt, whoe committed this linne; 
and how the thing which he deſired, was good | 
namely felcity , but that he deſired it not how, | 
nor when , nor in whome, nor for whome, it 
'wasfitt that he should haue deſired it, but with 
anvnbridled appetite, which aymed at his ow- 
nepriuate good, as any couetous wretch, might 
Gfire much pelfe , or any ambitious man much 
nonour.Cerrainely, ifthe cnds and rootes of our | © | 
celiring one and the ſame thing be different, 
tie thing ir ſelf which is materialy deſired, falles 
Out after a ſorte not to be the ſame. Bur rather | 
(35 I ſayd before ) the better the thing it ſelf is, 


the more daungerous is the inordinatedelire 
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man to defire any thing, as his owne laſt end, fo 
the lowe of hinſelf This laſt end 1s that foneraim 
Good of Goods, which is God, whoe ought tobe, 
the ayme,and end of all our defires. And noy,jf 
any Should ſay ( by not vnderſtanding well 
what I afhrme ) that I (eeme to teach, thatyee 
muſt not be feruent, in defiring to become mare, 
and more vertuous ; but that wee muſt as wel 
leaucail to God, which belong to the ſoule, x 
that which concernes the body: my anſ{were iz, 
That asin theſeexteriour things, wee muſt bee 
diligent, but not aftlict our {elues with excelleof 
| care,and anguish, but muſt putt our {elues who- 
ly,into the hands of God, and take with paien. 
| ce whatſoeuer comes: {on thoſe things, which 
 Importethe foule, wee mult be ſure, to be mo- 
rediligent : but yet with condition, that if not- 
withſtanding our diligence, wee cannot haue 
all wee would, wee muſt not ſuffer our {cluesto 
growe impatient. For that would be a worle 


| fault, then the former, which gaue vs ſoe much 


trouble. But wee muſt conforme our {elues 
wholy,tothe will of God ; ro whome humt 


| lity , and patience in the midſt of our frail- 


| ties , is more pleaſing , then a proud deuo- 
tion , and complacence , in the ſtrengt 
which wee conceane our {clues to haue. 
Andif wee cannot obtayne at the hands of 
God , that wee may live withour faults : ye! 
lett vs render him moſt humble thankes , fo! 


| 


—_ _ —— —— ————— — —_—  — 


—_— 
—— 


| thereof, For there is nothing worle, then for; 


hauing given vs the knowledge of them, Fo! 


EPISTLES. Ep.31. 253 


Wl was perhaps any other thing, tize perdition of | 
that proud Piariſce, but the cotentment, which | Lec.18. 
he tooke, in his owne good workes 2 Anddid 
any thing ſaue the Publicane, bur the Know- 
ſedae which hee had, of his ill deedes; and the 
diſpleaſur which he conceiued again{t himſelf 
for them ,defiring mercy of our Lord 2 Itis nor 
the caſe of euery one, to conſerue humility , in 
the middeſt of great yertues; but there bt very 
WW cw, whocare not diſyuited with their owne 
fzuites, And therefore, though the former of 
theſe two wayes , be higher : yet the later is 


ſafer, All which is diſpenſed by our God, who | 


— 5 I Fs 


sof ſoucraigne wiſedome, and who guides vs 
by ſeuerall wayes, to the ſame end, which 1s 
hmſelf, And though wee be neuer {o couctous, | 
mee thinks this ought to ſtay our ſtomach with 
aſuficiency of comfort ; that wee may hopeto | 
roeto heauen : whether it be, with the height, | 
Wand perfection of vertue,as ſome goe: or by the 
knowledge of what we want,and docing pen- 
nance forthe ſame, as many others doe, 

But notwithſtanding all this, wee muſt not 
forbeare to imitate the beſt wee ſee ; lince 
our Lord hath giuen vs a deſire thereof : and 
lince an account is to be demaunded of ys, 
if wee doe it not. Wee mult therefore deſire, 
to be better, ( ſoe that yer withall wee looſe 
not our inward peace ) though wee obtayne| 
not all wee delire. For otherwile, I doenot| 
thinke that euer therewas aman , inthe world 
{ leauing him onely aſide , whome euery 
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— 
body knowes ) who defired not to be better 
then he was ; but yet tnis did not taketheire 
peace from them , becauſe they delired no. 
thing out of any particular appetite , which 
neuer confeſles that it hath cnough; but onely 


for the loueof God, with whoes diitribution, 
and portion , they would be well content 
though he gaue them letle; efteeming that to 
bee true loue , which contents it ſelf with 
whar he giues ; more then to defire to haue 
much; though ſelf-lour tell vs, that wee deſire 
it, but for the ſcruice of Almighty God, 

And for my part I belciue, that there is 
noe peace to be had in this world, but by pa- 
tience, Nor doel thinke; that it 1s true patien- 
ce, whenaman is content to beare, with his 


' neighbours ; if withall , he be not content to 


beare with himfelf, Not totheend , that he 
mat fayle to punilh, and to mend his faulte;; 
but that his hart may not be deiected, and he 
vnreaſonably afflicted ; and that whatſocuer 
happen, hce:may bee able to Keepe himſelt 
content, both within , and without ; but ſoc 
that yet withall ( as I was ſaying ) he ſtill doe 
his diligences, to mend himſelf, W hich yerif 
he ſhould not wholy doe, it is better that he 
bee ſorry for it, and that inſtantly he riſe vp, 
with new alacrity ; which vſcs to encreaſe, and 
double our ſtrength; then that,w hileſt he con- 
ceiues himſelf to lament his faultes, for the {ut 


of God, he ſhould indecd diſpleaſe the fame God, 


by ſeruing him with a ſowre kind of hart, and 


tt 


— 
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with fallen wings,and ſuch other braunches as 
iſe toriſe from this roote. Letthe Concluſion 
bethat, which S, Paul deliuers, Let vs frequent 
prayer > in all things , owing thanks to God , and ſoe 
wee sball be ſure to doe well? Our Lord leſws bee 
with you, and with vs all. Amen. 


QEERIRURERERYRERERERENERTRERY AR 
4 Letter to a Cauallier his fred whe- 
rein be teacheth how the afftiftions 
which God ſendes to hus ſeruanrs 
are to put good men in hope 
and wicked men in feare. 


T Hankes be giuen to Chriſt our lord for ha- 
uing made you a partaker of paine and 
trouble for it 1s the moſt certaine title ro hea- 


[uenwhich can be had vpon earth : fince it doth 


enable vs to be like our lord who deſcended 
from heauen to giue vs light that we might loue 
him,and ſtrength by his example, and grace by 
his merites, Let not the diſpenſation of the wor- 
kes of God ſeeme cruelty in your fight : for as 
the rewarde which he giues is nor light ſoe 
neither muſt the meanes be light whereby it is 
to be obtained, Nor is there any thing further 
of from being'a matter of toyes or ieſt then that 
which our lord hath prepared for ſuch as loue him 

Now tothe end that this may be knoyyen and 
tightly ynderſtoodir is fitt that they who are to 
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caioy it may be ſoe treated as he was that ſve 
the world may be vabeguiled if it {till conceiue | 
that by liuing in teſt they are rocatoy that great 
reward in carneſt. 

Our lord gives aduiſe to his ſeruants, and 
hethreatens ſuch as will needes be ſtrangers to 
him. For to the former ſorte of men he ſaith that 
they muſt thinke highly of his rewarde : (ince 
he will not giue it but vpon high tearmes, And 
as for theſe other he askes them how they 


| 


it now, For ſince in any man how 1uſt ſoeuecr 


thinke to eſcape the rigour of his handes , they 
who are his enemies : fince even his children be 
ſtrictly treated who are yer elected for {oe great 
|a good, If wecaſt our eyes towardes this beame 
of rigour and juſtice which are the aftlictions] 
| 
| whereof we nov ſpeak, we shall fiade tharthey | 
 conteyne greate occaſions both of hope and 
'feare. And on the one {ide the mercy of Gedis} 
' much glorified thereby and his iuſtice on the| 
other. Let trouble expect to finde repoſcand let 


him feare affliction hereafter who doth not feele 


he be there are many thinges which may de- 
{crue punishment though not in hell: ( and this 


punishment is to be perſonally indured if itbe 
not purged with ſoe great an exceſle of loue as 
that the contrition may ſtand for the punish- 
ment as it did in S. Mary Magdalen and ſome 
others) it 1s plaine that eyther heere or in purge 
tory they mult paſſe through fire And though | 
they who findenot inthemſelues ſoe great loue 


» . . 1 
of God as to canſe this orcife which may {tanc 
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E PIS4. L.E-S. Ep. 22. 2 
[© 2 ſatisfaction , nay thinke perhaps that chey | 
receive hard meaſure in beeing ſaued by fire 
hilt others shall be ſaved without it yet in- 
deed they are much deceiued in their account. 

For the great loue of God euen heere onearth 
when men ſee that God is offended doth cauſe 
oreater greife thenthat to which youre ſubiect. 
And that truth is ſcene by this then when one 
loues God greatly he would beglad of the paine 

ou ſuffer foe that he might be free from thar 
which be feeles for the offences which are com- 
nitted againſt God, And at this wee mult not 
wonder lince there are perſons who cuen to free 
you from the paine waerein you are would n- 
dure themiclues. And this alſo may ſerue fora 
proofe that the loue which one bezres to ano- 
ther puts him to moretrouble then the paine it 
ſelfe would doe which the other fecles : thar it 
your ſelfe loue another very much , you would 
not be ridd of your owne paine if it were vpon 
condition that the other mult indure it for yow:; | 
[which prouts as I was ſaying that it would 
trouble you more in the perſonne of that other 
then in your owne. k 
| Now if the louc of a creature canreach ſoe | 
arre, how much more will che loue of the crea- | 
tour be able to doe, it being infuſed by rhe moſt | 
holy ſpiritr of our lord which farre exceedes all | | 
other force, And thus it growes to bea moſt cer- | 
aine truth that eyther in this fashion or in that 
ercis noe mieanes toeſcape from ſuffering be- | 
tore we arine to enjoying. And tellhim who | > | 
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,vould complaine of this law rather complaine 
that he is a man, & that he was not made anan. 
gell; and lett him complaine ag ainftiultice and 
reaſon which doe abſolutely require that vertue 
muſt be obtained with labour and the reyyard 
mult correſpond withthe vertue. 

But who © lord who s$hall cucr preſume to 
coplaine of thee as if thou didſt rreat them with 
| rigour?fince inſtantly thou ſtoppeſt their mou. 
| thes with Shewing that thou fo loucd the world 
as to piue thy onely begotten ſonne, to the end 
that in the ſtrengch of theſe aftlictions and for- 
rowes and death which they chargedvpon him, 
the world might eſcape the torinents of hell 
and mi;ht triumphin heauen, W hol ſay olos( 
willpreſume to complaine when le $shall ſeethy 
| belt beloued freiades to be foe ſcuerely hande- 


led, and obſcrue that 1n thy court it is hardo; 
fay which of theſe rwo hane the pre-eminence; 
evther afflictions orfauours; and that ir was (aid 
by ty commaundement to one of thy fauouri-| 
tes. Icanſetbou wert accepted by God ut wits nectſſa- 
ry 'Nat temptation s5bauid try thee. 

Doe not permitt your heart to ſfinke ynde: 
your crofles but remember that heretofore you 
haue deſired ro doe and {uffer ſome hat for the 
louc of God God 5 not deafe to the defixes of out 
hartes, He hath giuen that which he kneiy tobe 
belt for you; andif you rthinke it heauy confide 
| that he who ſendes ir, will giue you shoulders 
wherewith to beare it. That which afflictes will 
hane an end, and that which gines repoſe will 
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tucceed; bur rne latter will not be like the for- 
| mer, buc1ncomparably greater, Andityourell 
me that you will renounce this later vpon con= 
dition chat you may not endure the former, 1t is | 
not well ſaid nor doth it become a noble minde 
which deſires, more to ſee it ſelfe in difficulty & 
trouble for the obtaining of vertue then to be 
idle and without exerciſe, Nor is it fitt that you 
who haue caried ſoe much courage in your hart 
through theſe warres of the Emperour should 
 haue it faintely affected inthe warre of God, We 
 demaund not of you heere that you should con- 
ducta whole army like ſome Capraine generall 
but onely that you traile your pike well & gue | 
a good account of your per{6ne, & ofche place 
where you are put, Be nor a Coward inthe leſle 
occaſion whoe are (oe valiant inthe greater. 
Pur your ſelfe wholy into the paſſton of our 
lord and learne thereby how much he endured 
and how great louc he bore to you; {ince being | 
able to redecme you by other meanes yet he 
would not doe it but vpon the price of his ex- 
 ceſſtue paines and ſorrowes, And {ocircomes to 
| palle that as he in one hower did more loue his 
| father then all mankinde put togearher in all 
their liues, ſoc in one hower did hepaſlle through } 
more bitter ſorrowes then all mankinde; and 
| there was not in the whole lines of them all to 
 befound eyther any lone or any zreifelike his. 
| Straine your ſelfe toa delice of enduring {ome- 
What for him. Be not a ſlaue (ince he loues you | 
214 treates you as a ſo-ne Far thefather cor- | 
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rectes the ſonne and you may hold your elfe for 
his ſonne ſince he correctes you, Louc your fa. 
ther depart from your ſelfe and giue your ſelf; 


| 


| 


F 


| a FR 
ſorrowes he will anſywere to thoſe ſorrowes of 

yours with ſucha reward as shal make you elte-| 

| eme your {cite happte for hauing endured them. 


ſums pro diebus quibus nos bumiliaſti annts quibus 


| video mala. So God grant it may be, Amen, 


to God. Say to him I will follow thee though it beby 
the way of ſorrow I will preſent thee with t11s ſaſſe. 
ring. I will not give thee any thing of litle value; but 
that which may coft me my blood , that ſoe thou mayeſ 
ro me 4s thou did/i to Abraham, Quia feciſti vancrem| 
:F non peperciſtt vnigentto two propter me er c.Now if 
God take it ſos well that a man giue his/fonne! 
for the lone of God how much reaſon is !t that] 
man should be very gratcfull ro god forthe gi- 
ain;z ofhis ſonne for man, And he onely is in- 
deede thankefull for the benefitt who in re- 
compence thereofgiues his owne fonne to god; 
namely that thing which his hart would moſt 
be troubled to leauc and this becauſe God will 
haue 1t ſoc, | 

Conlider thetrue Originall of loue which God 
did beare you, but let it be with fetching this re- 
{elution from thence that as they drew blood 
from him & gaue ſorrowes to him he may giue 
themto you ; and as they gaue him paine ſoe he 
may give paineto you, For iofallibly if ſoc you} 
Shall anſywere to the ſorrowes of God with your 


| 


And though our flesh beleive not this yet faith 
muſt ſupply chat defe& & you muſt fing Letat 
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A Letter of the Anthonr, to a holy Relicious woman | 
written in 4 time When She Was ſubiett to ſome 
perturbations , and perſecutions , about a boocke 
which she was wisbed to publish. He declares 
how she zs to cary her ſeife in ſpirituall things; and 
which 1s the ſafeſt way, how to treat with God, and 
to vſe that gift of Praycr, which she had, 


——_— 


T HE grace and peaceof Teſws Chriſt our 
Lord be cuer with you; WhenlT accepted, 
toread that bookeof yours, which was ſent 
me, it was not ſoe much out of any opinion, 
that TI was able to 1udge, of theſe things, which 
are conteyned thercin ; as becauſe I chought, 
that, with the fauour of our lord , my ſeltc 
migat profit, by them. And I thanke Carilt, 
that althoughtI hauenot rcad it with that re- 
poſe, which had becne fitt; yer I was comfor- 
ted thereby ; & may alfoe be beneintted otner- 
wiſe, if the fault be not mine owne, And truly, 
though I might receiue comfort by reading it, 
without refle&ting vpon it otherwiſe: Yet me 
thinkes, the reſpe&t I owe both to the matter 
it ſelfe, as alſotothe perſon who commendes 
it vnto me, deſpenſes not with me , in torbea- 


Ting to ſay ſome part of what I thinke thereot: | 


atleaſt, in generall tearmes, 
| The bookeis not fitt, to come into the hands 
\ of many, For the words muſt be reformed in 
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SPIRITVALL Ep. 33. 
ſome partes thereof, & declared in others. And. 
ſome things may be profitable ro your ſpirit, 
w hich would not be ſoe, if they ſhould befo!. 
lowed by others, For the particular Wayes, Wh. 
reby God guides ſome, are not fitt for all, The. 
ſe, or the moſt of them, I haue noted downe, | 
and I will putt them into order , as ſoone as 1 
can: & I thallcaſily inde meanes to ſend them 
to you, Forif you ſaw my infirmities accom- 
panied with my other neceſlary imployements; | 
I belejue they would rather mouec you to com- | 
 paſtton , then to any accuſation of me for ne-| 
glgence. 

The doctrine of your prayer, for the molt part 
is good: and you may very ſafely beleiue it: and 
practiſe it, and in your Rapres, I inde theſe {i- 
ones which true Raptes haue. | 
| The way of God's teaching a ſoule, without | 

the yſe of the 1mazination, and without eyther 
| 19teriour, Or exteriour Wordes, is very ſafe: I finde 
nothing therein, wherat to {tumble : and S. 
Auguſtine {peakes well of it. 
| Thoſe miernr and exterionr Wordes , haut 
decciued many in our times : and the exteriour 
are the lefſe ſafe of the two, Todiſcerne, that 
they proceede not from our owne ſpiritt is an 
 ealy matter : but to finde whether they grow 
| from a g20d {pryur, or fromavad is more hard, 
Men giue many rules , whereby to know if 
they bee of our Lord ; and one of themis , it 
tacy be ſpoken in ſome time of great ſpiritual} 
neceſſity ; Or if a man profitt much by them, 
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| EPISTLES. Ep.32. 263 | 
whether it be by way of comforting him, when , | 
[he is in temptation, or. deſolation; or for the | 
[preuentionof any diger &c, For it cuena wiſe 
cood man, will not ſpeake a word which 1s 
[not of much weight : much lefle will that be 
done, by almighty God, And conlidering both. 


is, and that the wordes mult be agreable to 
| 


holy Scripture, & thedoctrine of the Church: | 
[Iamof opinion that theſe wordes, which are 
| mentioned in your booke, or the greatelt part 
| of them are of God. | 
| That, whereof there is more doubt are the 
| imaginary , or corporall viſions , whercof you 
| ſpeak. Theſe muſt in noe caſe be defired ; and. 
| it they come withour being defired, yet mult 
| you auoyd them, as much as you can, We mult 
' beſeech our lord, that he will not ſuffer vs, to 
walke by the way of ſeeing; but as for the good 
{zht of himſeife, and of his Saints, that he will 
Keepe it for heauen ; and that heere, he will be 
pleaſed to conduevs, by the plaine way, as be 
doth his faithfullfreindes, And by other good 
meanes, we mult alſo procure to auoyd thoſe 
thinges, 

But yer, when all thisis done, it the viſions 
laſt, and if the ſoulereape profitt by them: and 
if the ſight thereof induce it not to vanity, bur 
to increaſc of humility ; if that which they ſay 
be agreableto the doctrine of the Conch; it they 
cotinue any long time and with that interiour 
kinde of ſatisfaction , which may better be 
| felt, thendeclared; by this time me thinkes,I | 
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ſce noe cauſe why we thould flye-them an 
longer. Though yet, noe bodye is to trult hi; 
aac priuate opinion heerein : but he mult in- 
{tantly communicate the matter , wita ſome 
1 pcrfon, who is able to giue him light. This is! 
the oenerall courſe, which muſt be taken in} 
allcheſe thinges; & we may well hope in God | 
that whoe ut humility to ſubmitt himſelfe 
to the iudgment of others, God will not ſuffer | | 
him to be deceiued, ſince he procures to walke.; 
1athe right way. 
Ez the while noe man ſhould eaſily con-/ 
demne thoſe thinges, vponthe onely reaſon ol : 
obſcruing that the perſon to whome they be 
vouchſafed are not perfect. For it 15 noc new | 

| 

| 


thing, for the goodnes of our lord to draw mien | 
out ” ill delights, and even out of {innes, (and | 
' they great ones ) by g oiving them very ſweet 
conſolations of his owne, as 1 haue ſcene him 
doe. For whoe ſhall lie the goodnes of our 
{lord 2 eſpecially ſince theſe hinges are not 
| STII for the meritts of the partie, or DC 
| cauſe he is bctter growen in ſpiritt then ano- 
ther but ſranctimes: to ſuch as are moſt weake. 

| And as they doe not neceſſarily make a man 
more a Saint, then he was; ſoe neither are they | 
alwayes giuen to greatelt Saints. 

| Butyet they hauc noe reaſon, who diſcredit 
ſuch thinges as theſe , becauſe they are very 

| high: and for that it Ges to them incredible, 


'to fuch an amorous communication , with a 


that ſoc infinitt a maicſly ſhould abaſc it ſelf 
| 


S— 
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| _ 


Dore creature. It 1s written that bad is lonts 
and it he be love he muit needes be inflnitt lour, } 
and inftaitr 20odnes. And from the hand of ſuch. 
' hue, and ſuch -oodnes, 1615 noe meruaile, it ſome 
ſoulesreceiug ſuch excellofflpac as maytrou- 
| ble others, who vaderitand chem not. And 
) though men may vaderitand by faith, that the- 
re are ſuch tiinges inthe world, yet he parti- 
cular experience of thi; amorous , and more 
then amorous proceeding, which God houldes 
with whome be will : tais I fay, vnleſle it be | 
p ollelled , 2 man cannot well vnderſtand , to 
what degrce or point, it arriues, I hauc foents! 
many ſcandalized at the heroicall ates of rhe | 
lone of our lord God rowardes his creatures. 
And becauſethemielues are very farre from re-| 
cciuing thoic fauours, they cinort thinke thar 
' God will doc that to others, which they finde | 
\ him not to doc towardes Hes, And eh ic 
(were reaſon , that euen becaule it is an Qt of 

 luwe, and ſuch [;ue, as caſtes vs into admiration, | 
1t ſhould be takes for a f129ne why to thinke 
it wereof God, ( tince he is wonderfull in all ' 
his workes and much more in thoſe of his 

mercy yet from thence fetchthey reaſons why 
| W they ſhould not beleive them, from whence 
they {ſhould fetchreafons to beleiuc them; pro-: 
uided alwaycs that there be a concurrence of | 
| © {other circumſtaces, which ſhew titar the thing j 
lnitfelfe, is good. 53 

For your part, my opinion is that, by what 
Icinperceiue inyour booke, you hauc made, 
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reliltance to ſuch thinges astheſe , euen more \; 
then it was fitt you ſhould, Mc thinkes they ; 
haue prohtred your ſoule , and eſpecially they | 
haue made you know your owne miſerie, and 
faultes, and enabled you to mend them 1 finde 
that they haue laſted 16g, & that cuer they haue 
beene with ſpirituall profite, They incite you, 
to the loue ofGod, to the corempt of your ſelfe, 
and tothe docing af pennance, I (ee noe reaſon 
why I thould condemne them, but I incline to 
thinke that they are right, Bur yet cuer with 
this condition, that you role great caution, and 
that yon goc not with entire confidence, elpe- 
cially ifthat which Lappens be not vſnuall with 


— 


— 


you, or when it requires you to doe any patti- m; 
cular thing, which 1s not very plaine, but ſub- | 
je to "Wb queſtion, In all tnele caſes, & the Dec 
like , you mult ſuſpend your bcleife , Bs 7 In- be. 
tantly aske counſel). *O 
I alſo thinke good to lett you know, that, you 
though theſe thinges be of God , yet the enemy [yor 
may mingle {ſomewhat with them; therefore il | Cro| 
you muſt n acuer be without care & feare inf uch; | | jer 
thinges as theſe, Andyou mult further khow! |orl 
that though they be of God you muſt not yet they 
reflect vpon them with too much eſtimation; | | are | 
becauſe ſanctity conliſts not in theſe thinges, not, 


bur m the humble _ of God , and your nerobbout, 
And as for theſe others , they are to befear 8, 
eucn when they are right ; and you mult paſle 
fromthe thought thereof, to the procuring ot 
humility, & other x CrTUCs, vw ich the loue of out 


re — 


E-PISTLES. . Ep a le 
ljord. Y ou muſt alſoe be ſure not to adoreany of 
choſe viſ1ons,, but onely adore Chritt our Lord | 
1 Veauen Or inthe Sacrarzent, Andif it bea viſion 
lof any Saint, you muſt lift yp your heart to hea- 
uen,& to that which is repreſented in your mas 
zinauen; and you neede noe more, bur thar the | 
1m4ze may ſerue to cary you vp to that which 
5 repreſented by it, 

[ muſt alſoetell you, that theſe thinges cotey- 
[ned in this booke., happen to many others in 
theſe times ; and this , with great certainty that 
they are from God ; whoſe hand 1s not sbortened,to 
doe that now, which he did in former ages; & 
thisjn the weaker forte of vellalls that {oe he | 
| may be gloriticd the more, 

Goc you 0n,in your way: but ſoeas that you 
bcc eucr in teare of theeues; and that {till you 
beasking,it the way beright, And giue thikes 
to our Lord , for that he hath beſtowed vpon | 
you, the loue of him , and the knowledge of 
your icife; anda loue of pennance, and of the |. 

Croſſe. And as for thoſe other thinges make noe 
very high account thereof ; though yet onthe 
WF |ottierfide, you muſt not deſpiſe them , becauſe 
they are (ignes which ſhew, that many of them 
W | are {ent by our lord; and euen they which are, 
not, cannot burt you, if you aske counſaile, 

I know not how to beleive, that I haue 
beene ableto write this by any ttrength of mi- 
[ne; torl hauc none at all; bur your prayer hath 
done it, ] beſcech you cuen for tize loue of 
our lord leſs Chriſt , to laye it as a charge | 
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dS AKIRA TALLC 
vpon yourlſelteto pray for me, For he knowe:,| 
that I aske it as being vroed by great neceſſ. 
ties; and I thinke, this word alone will ſutt.ce 
| for the obliging you , to doe what I defire, 
| And now I beg leaue of you, that I may end thi, 
letter, fince I am vnder promiſe to goe write 
another, leſ#s be glorified by all, and in all, 

| Amen. 


CRARQNOERY RYU AYE RYERCNYR 


A Letrer written to a Lady, encouraging 
| her to beare With patience , the affit- 
ons Which were ſent her, 

by our lord. 


| Adam, I would fayne aske your Jady-| 
LVA shipp, what kinde of taſte the fruites of 
the Croſſe carry with them, {1nce you are feeding 
ſo aboundantly thereon. Our lord ſayd thus, 
I will clymb vp to the Palme tree, and gather the fri 
theresf: and it ſeemes that he hath taken your 
ladyship by the hand , and drawne you vp with 
him: to the end, that if heeretofore you went; 
vp with him by contemplation , to con{ider 
how he fedd vpon them : he 15 now no more 
content , that you onely accompany him , by! 
hauing compaſſion of his paynes, bur ae will 
hane you cate rich him at thattable of the Croſſe, 
& be 2 witneſſe by exverience. of that wich be 
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ETHEL EM Ep. 34: 269 | 
ſuffered, when he was feeding: g vpon char fruite. 
| 1darc conhidently ſay, chattharſoule is hap- 
py , which ſtandes at the foote of the Croſſe of 
the Sorne, in ſociety with the Mutber of God,' | 
who fed art the ſame table : and was ſuffering 
torment , yea and was eucn crucifycd 1n her | 
ſoule with him. For there 1s not a more accepta- 
ble thing in the eyes of the Father, then to be- 
hould his Sonne, and ro fee them who accom- | |] 
pany the ſame Sonne, in the imitation of his af= | 
fl.ction and (3 cſſe. Letnoe man deceiue himlclie, 
by thinking that God is in love with fooleryes 
an.! conceytes; or that euery abſurd idletellow | | 
Shall raigne with him , 1a his kingdome, The | 
{uour of God, is reſerued for ſuch as loue tri- 
' ulation, No man shall raigne with him, but 
 luch a one as is crucifyed : That, in fre the 
world may know, that forasmuch as he ſerres 
| that king dome at {ohigha rate, it is no ordina- | 
ty place, but moſt aboundant in treaſures, and | | 
delights , ſince God himfelfe is the glory the- | 
reot; and that they may refolue with tresh cou- 
rage, to deſpiſe all travhitory guſt , and to en- 
dureal! kinde of Crofles. £4] 

How would your ladyship have our lord 
proceece row ardes you, bur ſo a hee is wont, 
and will be ſure to proceede, with his beloued 
Children > Whar would you hane him doe, but 
teate you as his Father GN bim? As my Fa- | Ichn, 
ther luned mee » ſo doe IT lone you , ſaith our lord, | 35- 
And now | if any man will make a pawſe, to | 
conſider bow the Facher treated his Sonne end 
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tuch a Sore, he will patiently endure his owne 
| condition , nuiy Sharpe ſocuer it may ſeeme, 
Madam , hane Patience ycet a whyle, for this 
tempelt vi wall palic, & you will reioyce, that you 
| had it, ro pale through, Bow downe that necke 
of yours, tO the will of your hcauenly Father; 
| for fo dit Leſ#s Chriſt our lord, when they patled 
«| that rope ouer his head, wiich cuen lead his 
necke, and hee, the while, held his peace, both 
| | with his harte, an] with his tongue, through 
the ovedience which he carryed to his Father, 
What doth that hard halter, vpon ſo delicatea 
necke: and that heauy croiſe , ypon thole yea- 
ce, and weary Shoulders , declare to vs ; ; but 
that wee muſt bee obeuicnt in fuffering aff 
ctions, though they should cucn deteate ys, and 
pluck our very hartes out ofour bodyes? 

It is not iuſt nor fitt, thar your ladyship should 
| take vpon you codiſpoſe of your owne lite, and 
to choole , & ſay, This I will, and that othhr, [1 
wall not , So "Lhe lince you "have offered vl 
your ſclfe {ooften, as the true {laue of our lord, 


| | 70 the acco: nplishment of cuery inciination of 


ummm om 


his holy will, For itis againſt all reaſon , that 
[2ow you Should vnſay that in your afMidion, 
Ecel.2, | which formerly you athrmed in time of peace. | 
| Nor mult you be likethat counterfected kinde 
| of freind , ron in time of proſperity , is wok 
to make many offers , but when they would 
bring him to perfor mance, he vnſayes hinſelte. 
Woe be ro them, fayth the {cripture , who 0dr 


11S, 45 
loft their ſufferance; Imploying ſuch 1 perſo 


Y —_ 


dts 


requires to be expetted , though be ſlay; for in fine , he 
promijes that be will comc+ But it a man haue a 
clocke , which goeth too faſt, and if the time 
ſceme too longe, before God giue the remedy, 
that muſt then be ſayd to him, which is in Eſay: 
He who belerues , lett him not ve too baſty ; but lett 
hip place his felicaty T7 longanimity,as S.Peicy ſayth. 
Madam , our lord will come and comiort 
you, The fea 1s all in tumult, and the waues 
will needes drowne the ship:and our lord is ina 
rrofound ſleepe, like one wao throwes a ſtone, 
andchen hides his hand: or who ſtrikes, & flyes 
[tis he, who ray{edthe tempeſt, & then in{tan- 
ly layd himfelte toflcepe. It js he and no other, 
who'hath deſigned your ladyshipto theſe tribu- 
ations, It is he who aftlictes, and woundes, and 
without him nothing can be done, And he who 
bath knowne ſo well, how to ſtrike, and hath 
\beene ſo diligent to afflict, is now fallen allcepe, 
when they are ſecking remedy at his handes, 
and the more they begg comfort of him, the 
more he doth ſometimes encreale diſcomfort. 
And yet, notwithſtanding all this, he will have 
vs pollefle a lively fayth , which , in all theſe 
[mileries, muſt not fayle vs. Andif wee haue not 
[this fayth , wee$hall be ſure, that when he wa- 
[kes, he will reproue vs, and {ay . O men of little 
jayth , why are you afrayd, 
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being weary of enduring, andexpeCting, went | 
headlong with their hartes to the ground, as 
men who would nolonger bearetheir burvens, 

Madam , The inſt man lines by fayth, and our lord | Af. 


2, Pet, | 


Matth 


15, 


| our Lord will hauc our faith to bee , Which 
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fictions : and charity by renuring good for 


| 25 he is the more deſired to diminiſh them; 
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| You way {ce, Madam; by this, how liuely 


may cnable vs to confide , in him; how trelh, 
| how wcil tryed, and pailed cuen through the 
very fire, For aschallity is tryed by the temp. 
rations wiaich are contrary thereunto as hu- 
mility is tryed by diſhonours; patience by af- 


_ ; fois faith and confidence, madc culicnt, 
| whenGod ſendes ſuch aduerſiries,as may ſceme 
'to putt men in a manner, cuen out of their 
| witts; aud when he, while bides himſcife, 


| and {cemes to add to them ſo much the more, 


Even by this pace wee mult paſle , if wee 
| will kcarcthis wordec {rom our Lord's mouth, 
| O woman gxtat is thy jill, Jn this match of 
wraſtling, a wedobraen , if wee mY 
pretend to the name, and crowne of ſucn, 
are pertectly , and cruly fairhtull, And wee 
muit accept of ſcourge, which may flice vs 
cuen to the very ſouls; , and yet wee mult be- 
Iciuc that they are embracements of great, and 
render louc, | 

In this which extericurly may ſceme to be 
the wrath of God, wee muſt beleiue his diuine 
harte, to be moſt peaceadic , 2nd his bowells 
mo{t paternal towards vs, nor mult wee at- | 
oue according to the eling of fleth & bloud, 
bur accordin to faith, mhich ouercomes and | 


tooics all Gich iifoanrle. This , Madam , 1 


the wiledowe of the Crojje . hich makes the 


fouls, | 
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ſoule , with shurt eyes , ſubmitr ic ſelfe to the | 
holy will of God, And by thus not judging, but 
confiding in him , it growes wiſe beyond the 
wiſedome of the whole world. For let him 
who deſires to know , and pleaſe God , nor 
rayſe his eyes, butlet himabaſethem , with hu- 
mility , and not (ifre his iudgmeats : and thar 
man hall arrive to true knowledge : and $hall 
fade chat our lord of power, is entirely {weete 
:oivardes his ſeruants : and doth then endue 
them with the greateſt bleſſings , whentothe 
eyes of flesh and bloud, hee may ſceme molt to 
haue forſaken them, 

It is now long agoe , ſince your ladyship 
hath ſung this ſong , My beloued to mee, and I to \ Cant-2 
him. But it is now , that you should eſpecially 
 {inge it , for theſe delicate warbling notes, are 
| belt vſed in theſe tunes of trouble. Your be- 
loued lookes vpon you , and takes care of you: 
looke you alſo vpon him, and conhde, in ſuch 
ataker of care, He is your Father, though he 
ſcourge you : be you his daughter, in recetuing_ 
hiscorre&ion , with obedience and giuing of 
thanks, And if you be in much payne, whilſt 
you feele the ſcourge , let it be rempered, by | 
| confidering the hand from whence it comes, 
your beloued he is : and he loues you more, 
then he is beloued by you. He correQs you 
With loue : & doe you alſo receiue it with loue, 
that ſo you may anſwere our lord in the ſame 
une, wherein he ſpeakes. He hath a minde co 
purify you by fire: do notfly of from the Cru- 
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{yble, whatſocuer payneit may put you to, For 
it is better to become pure from the vncleanes 
of earti, which is ones owne will, and withall 
tro bee broken in pieces z thea to be whole 
otherwiſe, 

Sing you thus to our lord, They haſt tryed my 
bart and thou haſt viſited mee by night; t90w haſt exa- 
mined mee with fire and thou haſt not found wicked. 
nes in mee, For thus doth God purify his eled; 
| and he who is not proucd , and purifyed thus, | a2 
is noe Sonne, and shall be noc heire of his, And|M hat 
for as much as it 1s now ſoe long a time  {ince of, 
your ladyship hath foe fayre euivence , that | cut 
you are borne to inheritt; procute you to pay tel 
with readines, that rent charge , wich is layd leſt 
vpon your land. This inheritance is very rich 
and glorious, but the hcires thereof muſt (uffer 
| much tribulation inthis world, They are tobt 
| vityed, andtaken of from the Croſſe heere, when 
they goe vpto raigne there : and men mult not 
think of goeing from one pleaſure, to arother, 
The bulls which are of a generous kind goe all 
daited , and wounded , out of the Place ; but| 
{uch as are baſe and cowardly , retourne home, 
| in v-hole skinnes. Tuſt ſoe is the good Chriltian, 
who is to be pierced on all ſides. And whe 
tyrants, and executioners are wanting , the 
Shall haue enough to ſuffer , in theyre owne 
houſes, by theyre children, theyre huſbands, 
| and theyre freyndes , who will by certayne 
ſweete, and and ſmooth wayes, torment them 
| worle then thoſe orhers. 
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ic is molt cerraine , that to ſee one ſuffer | 
whome wee loue, isa very Kaife at our harts: | | 
and loue 1s our executioner ; andthe more loue |} 
| there is, (oe much is theexecutioner more cruell, | 
Butt yert lett vs not turne away our face from ſ 
him, For this love, was the , executioner of Ieſe 
Cbrift our lord , which putt him to more payne, 
then all choſe vitble executioners; and this was 
the executioner of his bleſſed Mother alſoe, 
and of as many elect, as God hath had, I would 
| haue your ladyship prepare your headto be cutr 
of, and your harte to be tormented by this exe- 
cutioner ; and you muſt procure to fight ſtou- 
ely, inthe preſence of God, and of all his cee- 
leſtiall court, {ince ſuchan excellente Crowne 
of glory 1s prepared for you, Our lord , who 
ſends you this tribulation , knowes the rime 
which is moſt fict for comforte, and hee will 
prouide it for you, when it shall be beſt. In the 
meanetime I beſcech him to giue your ladyship 


patience, and to remayne with you for cuer, 
Amen, 
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you doe, Doe you loue him much, and doe youll 


"TOY « 
: SPIRITVALL Ep.35. ; 
| h 
CQRURERERCRIRERURERURERURERR 8 ff | 
h 
A Letter of the Authour to a Religious woman, | |;; 
who was his ghoſtly childe, Of the mercy whic|M |: 
God sbewes to $uch as he calles to Religion, andlſÞ | (; 
of the exercices and obligation of a Religiou|W | 
woman. ti 
q 
SERVANT oF Iftsvs CHRIST Mm 
fl 
| Haue beene thinking ſometimes, whither|F |! 
our lord might noterethis haue taken you out |T 
| of thislife, to giue you the fruition of himſelf) |: 
For to be aliue and to remaine ſoelong without |i: 
letting me know how your ſoule dorh, feeme;|{M |/e, 
romea kindof incredible thing, Though yet it|M |{u 
be true, that our lord ſome times, gives a ſouleM |an 
ſoe great feeling of himſelfe , that it remen-||M |v 
bers nothing els becauſe it is wholy employecM | 
vpon him, who is all thinges. I beſeech his gooGM re: 
nes, that this may haue beene the cauſe of you [Pr 
lilence, For then, I shall not onely,not complay-ſ | col 
ne, burgreatly reioyce. For what other thing,|iſ | yo 
canl foe well defire for your ſoule, which inou! | lai, 
lord, I loue; as to ſeeit all employed, in louing, | dat 
andin being beloued by him. This is the end, 0 met 
all the paines which he hath taken with your|| |!n 1 
ſoule, and of all the fauours which he hath be | goe 
ſtowed vpon it. W | Cart 
Tell me, O ſpouſe of Chriſt our lord, how} '® 
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hould him fait, in your boſome ? 1s your heart 
euen wounded, with the care you haue, to keepe 
him content; and toſceke his holy will, though 
ir be in contradiction of your owne? For though 
the loue of our lord, bethe toy, and ſolace of our 
ſoules; yer, on the other (1de, it ſuifers them not 
co repoſe;but like a concinuall ſpurre, is ſollici- 


ting and vrging them on, that ſoe euzry day, 


they may pleaſe him whome they loue, more and 
more, For this reaſon this lowe, is compared to 
fre, which neueris atreſt ; but the lively lame 
|thereof, 1s euer working , and ſtriving vpward. 
This lowe, will haue nothing to doe with {lacke- 
nes; nor Kknowes it, how rotakeany reſt, but 
in ourlord, Andrhisis the love, of a Loyal ſpou- 
, which,itis reaſonthat you be, in perfoymance, 
[inceyou are ſoc in profe/51on z & ſince , you haue 
an inward vocation, to put thatin practiſe, to 
hich you were called, 

Doe not forgett the day, on which you offer- 
red your ſelfero your ſþ:uſe, by the hand of your 
?rlatt, Nor that other day , when your ſpouſe 
conueyed his hand, into your heart, making 
you vnderſtand both your ſelfe, and him. He 
laid in your ſoule, ler light be made: and then all 
darkenes , and ſorrow fled away : and now, 
xe one who ſees the lightof heauen, you liue 
In toy, becauſe you know which way you may 
g0e, without danger of falling, For if you be 
carefull ro keepe thoſe dayes in mind, you will 
lee, that by the former of them , you were 

dound to lodge your loue vpon our lord after a 
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| very particular manner, becauſe the contrat|| | 
of marriage obliges either partie , to loue the 
other, And on the ſecond day our lord ſhewed|Þ 
the loue which he bore to you, and he gaue| | 
| you ſtrength to pay according, to your weake- 
nes, the loue which you oweto him. For what |Þ | 
| haue you out of your ow ne {tocke, but obliga- | 
tions? and what meanes haue you to pay ary |ſþ | 
thing towards the coming out of debt : you, i 
being a poore ingaged creature ; wao indeed! 
| deſcrued to be eyer kept in priſon , 12 miſerit, anc 
in chaynes , as Danid ſaith, But the rich Ieſu 
Chriſt , hath giuen you the plenty of his grac, 
whereby you may know and louc him , and 
may oucrcome your contraries ; and pluck 
1 king. | downe that ſtrong Gelias; which is the Deuil, 

17. | who biddes batraille againſt allſuck , as rcfoluc 
to ſerue Chriſt our Lord. 

It is not reaſon, I ſay, it is notreaſon , that 
| you ſhould forgett what you owe , norhoy 
God bath enabled you to pay. And for that 
' which God hath giuen you, you are much the 
| more bound ro ſerue him. For to bea religious 
| woman is the C6dition of many; but to recc1ue 
ſoe particular lights, and fauours from heaven, 
wherewith to ſerue our lord, is the caſe of few, 
Abrabam , beſtowed guifts, euen vpon thoſe 
children which hee had by leſſe principal! 
,* | wines ; but he left his inheritance , andelta- 
te, to the lawfull ſonne of that wife of his, 
who was molt bcloued; that wee may vt- 
derftand thereby the difterence of the gwit*/ 
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of God, which hee imparterh, 1n this lite , to | 
ſeucrall perſons. 

Our iord be thanked , for that your lines, 
| and lottes , are fallen mio the beſt ground ; foral- 
muchas grace was giuen yow , whereby to 
make you chaunge your {tate of life , and to 
deſpiſe the world with your whole heart, and 
[£0 deſpiſe alſo your {clfe; and to obey the ſupe- 
rtour , of your Monaſtery, as your mother, and 
[to loue all your ſiſters, and Almighty God, 
more then the very apples of your eyes, This 
is that czleſtiall favour , which was done 
you, that you mightbe rich , and well ſup- 
plied with all thinges neceſlary , in Chriſt our | 
Lord crucified , and from thence comes this 
| foe hopefull and happy change , which you 
haue made, in the manner of your life, and that 
nuiftble beauty , whercwith your foule 1s en- 
deived, 

; And what now remaines , but that you be 
[ ike one, who hath acquired great worldly ri- 
ches,and whoinſtantly entertaines ſ{eruants, to 
: cepeit. And ſoe you mult be carefull, to keepe 
that which our lord hath given you , leaſt els 
| your ſoule turne beggar, after it hath veer foe 
' rich ; which is a kind of life , of more affli- | 
| (fon and greife , then theirs, whoe neuer | 
| knew what belonged to riches, Remember 
| what your ſpouſe faith ; and conceiue that he 
; faith it to you, as indeed he doth ; Nuw thor 
' &rt whole , ſoe thou ſinne noe moie, leaſt a Worſe 
| ting happen to thee, Live with a holy doubt, | 
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; and care, how you may keepe that ſafe, which 
our lord hath giuen you; and how yet withall, 
you may gaine five ,ozber talents, to the five you 
haue; and whether or noe you haue ole wn your | 
lampe , and that ſuch , as may bee able to laſt | 
many yeares. And till the very houre of your 
death , let this worde ſound 1n your eares, 
Behold your ſpouſe comes, goe forth to meete him. For 
if youliue with this care, you will {till be well 
employed , and you will ot haue leaſure to | 
caſt your eyes vpon any thing of this life, For 
this alone ſuffices to giue vs enough to thinke 
vpon;, yea and to grow weake withall. 
| The holy ſcripture ſaith , that this alone, 
is enough to breake our f{leepes. And it you : 
|  haue not this care , I shalbe full of ſorrow for 
it, For by the want thercof, vanity and curio- 
ſity doe ſtreight enter in , and as many tales 
T of the liues of others, as they make who take 
noe heede to their owne. And foe by little 
and little , a ſoule growes to be ſeauen times 
worſe, then it was before. 

| Iexpectnotto receiue ſuch fruites, and ſoc 
{ful of bitterneſle at your charitable handes, 
but rather the fruites of benediction , and 
{[yweetnes ; like 4 tree which 1s planted neare the | 
| ſireames of water ; which, with the leaues, 
| and yith the fruite, giues that man a gladd 
| heart, who tooke care thereof. But yet if by 
humane frailty , you be fallen into any negli- | 
| oeffce , as it happens ſometimes : ſee rhat 1n- 
ſtantly you wake ,, and breake of rhat flerpe 
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lealt ir proue mrtiall to you, And beg pardon 
he - lord, who is full of mercy, and benigni- 
. For chough he be angry wirh the defeCtes of 
| oh as have already knowne him , and will | 
'punish them yet %. driges nor away his chil- 
dren : and he giues them correction, nor with 
fury, but with the rod of a Father, Goe you 
therefore inſtantly ro him , though you Know 
'you haue offended him , for perhaps hee may | 
| haue shewed you his anger,to the end that yow 
Should remoue it from him , by your humiliry, | | 
and purpole of amendment. He will inſtancly | 
forgiueyon and ſomerimes he impartes parti- | 
cular fauours, cuen as if it were in recompence 
of our carcleſſenes. 

Take heed you grow not ſtiff, and fixedinte- | 
pidity , for chis is a diſeaſe very hardly cured. 
And yer, onthe other tide, you muſt not be diſ- 
ms if you be not alwayes i in ſoc great fer- | 
uour as were fit, For you are but a woman, and | 
| noe Angell ; you are but weake, and not in- 
 dewed ivith much ſtrength. The oreateſt COUTL- 
teſ: y you can doe your greateſt enemy, 1s to re- 
| mainefallen, in the way (as {ome cripple might | 
beina ſlough of mire) with the bones as it were, 
of your ule broken chrough diſtruſt, as if novw 
you had noe more to doe, with the buſines of | 
getting vþ to heauen. 
| Ourlocd's pleafureis , that you should cl:in- | 
| ke hip zhly of his goodnes : ang that he driues 
| them notaway, who knowing their owne w ea- 
| Knes, goe, and ſceke for ſtrength, and remedy at | 
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| l1s hands And indeed our pride 1s (oe very great 
char forthe cure thereof , he lertes vs fall many 
times, to the committing of theſe very things, 
which had formerly beene very farre frdm vs, 
that ſoc being fallen, we may riſe againe, And 
then, knowing by experience , what kinde of 
thinges weare, we grow to thanke ourlord, for 
| thatwhichheisto vs, and from that time for. | 
ward, we deſpiſe our ſelues, & we begin to liue 
with greater douvt, and care, and feare: leaſt 
\ wehappen to looſe that , a ſecond time, which | 
had beene loſt by vs, once before, 

Thus doth our moſt wiſe phifitian, and moſt 
louing father, draw our cure, out of our very 
| woundes themſelues; andlite, out of our death, 
| and heshewes his goodnes, by our wickednes, 
| And though we fight ſometimes, againſt him, 
with the weapons of finne , which giues him 
prouocation, yet his goodnes ſteps out likea | 
conquerour, and impartes a thouſand millions 
. of benehts to vs. 
| Be ſure therefore, taat you ſeruethis lord, with | 

all the force you haue. And if hicherto you haue | 
done ſoc, giue him thankes for it , and if you 
hauc failed thereof , ſee you retourne to him, 
wita shame, and firme purpoſe of amendment, 
Comfort your ſelfallo with the holy Sacraments. 
Cf the Coxrch , they beeing the remedies which 
he hath lefr, And pur your ſelfe into a new way, 
and now, atlalt, learne ro trip noe more ypon | 
that, at which you ſtumbled moſt before, Soe 
that you may be of their number , of whome. 
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3, Paul faith that all tanges Cooperate 10 tegod of now i 
bem, woo loue God. For bowſ»euer they may fa:., Mey | 
are not hiuy{cd 10 death , hecanſe our lord conneyes v3 
hand vnder them , to receme them In the middeſc of 
theſe thinges, I beſeech you, call my miferics ro. 
mind , that you may obtaine mercy for me or] 
our lord. And deliver my ſalutations to ajlthoſe | 
erſons in your houte, who fcrue our lord, Io 


beleech Lim to be y OUL Xternall loue, Amen, | 
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QULRQCRQNYEAT RY FRY ECLECTIC TRE 6X | 
A Leticr of the Author to a freind of bis , whome | 
God bad called tolead a ſpiritual life, by 
meanes of his preaching, 


O thoſe many obligations tato which you | 
pur me by your letters, I anſiveare late, anc 
[11l, Andthough I be confounded therewith, yer 
[ 1ope Chriſt our lord hath giuen you ſome lit- 
[tle crumme, of C :arity, Now the fir{t condi- 
(tlon thereof, i» ( by theteſtiniony of him who 
|aad ſtore of ir, and who knew it well) Quia |, -,, 
patiens eſt, That ts patient. I belecch that 1m- | 1, 
menlſe fountaine of Charity , to cncreaſe 1t in | 
[you , till you be enabled thereby , cuen to lay 
downe your life, for your enemyes , as Chriit | 
our lord layd downe his for vs, | 
You complayne of dryneſſe in druotion though 
yet I concciue you ſpeake it not , Sy way of 
complaynt , but onely , as relating ro one who 
loues you, the diſpolition whercin , you finde | 
your ſoule, And I ſay , that fo longe as this | 
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dryues reaches not to weaken your delire of 


vertue it is noe ſuch thing, as oupht to putt you 
to much payne. For that lack 3 is queſtioned 
thereby, is but the loſlc of acertaine [weetenes, 

inthe things of God, though yet this is wont 
to be a ſpurre, to make ſuch men quitt them- 
ſelucs, and to fly faiter on towards our Lord, 

who knowe bow to make right vie thereof. 
And becauſe I delire all gocd to you, whether 
ir bein much, or little; 1 wiſh that you vere 
endewed , with 'a Lexe of God , which were 
both {trans , and wiſe , and ſweete ailo , ſince a 
loue with a all theſe qualities, isdue to him, to 
w home wee owe our love. But yet, if he 1 im- 
part that louealone , whici 15 ſtrong, and wiſe, 
it will be, becauſe he intends todoe vs other 
fecret fauours, by meanes which are vnknowen 
to vs , and to ynty vs from our ſclues, and to 
exercilc our yertue , whereof there will bee 
great neede , for'a man whoe treates with 
him , who 15 infinitly wiſe and doth extrea- 
mely like , that noe-man ſhould beſo in his 
owne eyes. 

Your care muſt therefore bee to fol- 
low on, according to that ſtrength, which 
our Lord giues yow ; for his grace , wall 
not faile, And yow = o1Ue him than- 
kes , both for GX which yow vnderſtand; 
and for that'alſo which you vnderſtand not; 
and in this doth your ſafety conſiſt, And as 
you grow elder , and to haue more experi- 
ence , of the very little which any man is 
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able to doe , towardes the contriuing of 

| things , how ſmall ſocuer they may bee; you 
| will be confirmed more , and more, in the 
good cuſtome, which you beginne to take, 
to hould your peace. And you will perceive, 
that a bulines will then be well diipatched, 
when wee ſpeake at lardge with God , and 
but a little with men. 

This ignorancy of ours, is an vnſpeakea- 
ble kinde of thing; and ſoe is our ſetting our 
ſelues out , andour ignorant Kinde of zeale, 
to doe good, And wee haue much, and much 
a doe, to beleiue it , till wee haue bought this 
knowledge , vpon theprice of many errours, 
which wee {hall haue committed, For wee 
inherit , from our firſt parents, a certaine fly, 
and ſecrett delire , of a kinde of diuinity, 
which cannor be ſought without thefr, This 
makes ys imitate our firſt fathers , therein; 
and to denie that things may bedoue , how, 
and when weeliſt ; with certaine other deepe, 
and moſt ſecret rootes of pride , which are 


heauen; and this cannot be obtayned, with- 
our much Prayer. 

As for the particular of thoſe ſoules, 
which you defire to reduce; T tell you, as I 
did before, that you mult cordially recommend 


you $hall haue good ſuccelle. And be you not 
troubled , or afflicted, fince you Know, that 
you haue a father in heauen , who calls you 


neuer to bee diſcouered, without light from 


the bulines to our Lord, and hope v ell that 
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drynes reaches not to weaken your delire of j 
vertueitis noe ſuch thing, as ought to putt you 
to much payne, For that which i is queſtioned 
thereby, is but the loſle of acertaine ſweetenes, 
inthe things of God, though yet this is wont 
to be a ſpurre, to make ſuch men quitt them- 
ſelucs, and to fly faiter on towards our Lord, 
who knowe how to make riohr vie thereof, 
And becauſe I delire all gocd to you, whether 
it bein much, or little; I with that you were 
endewed , with 2 Lowe of God , which were 
both {trans and wiſe , and ſweete aiſo , fince a 
oue with ; 3ll cheſe qualities, isdue to him, to 
whome wee owe our love. But yet, if he im- 
part that loue alone , which is ſtrong, and wiſe, 
it will be, becauſe he intends todoe vs other 
tecret fauours, by meanes which are vnknowen 
to vs, and to voty vs from our ſ{elues, and to 
exerciſe our yertue , whereof there will bee} 
great neede , for'a man whoe treates with 
him , who is infinitly wiſe and doth extrea- 
mely like , that noe man ſhould beſo in his 
owne eyes. 

Your care muſt therefore bee to fol-| 
low on, according to that ſtrength, which 
our Lord giues yow ; for his grace , will | 
not faile, And youw ob gue him than 
kes, both for Oat which yow vaderſtand; | 
and for that alſo which you vnderſtand not; | 
and in this doth your ſafety conſiſt, And as 
you grow elder , and to hauc more expert- | 
ence. , of the very little which any man 15 
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able to doe , towardes the contriuing of | 
things , how ſmall ſocuer they may bee; you 
will be confirmed more , and more, in the 
good cuitome, which you beginne to take, 
to hould your peace. And you will perceive, 
that a bulines will then be well ditpatched, | 
when wee ſpeake at lardge with God , and 
but a little with men. 

This ignorancy of ours, is an vnſpeakea- | 
ble Kinde of thing; and foe is our ſetting our 
ſelues out , andour ignorant Kinde of zeale, | 
to doe good, And wee haue much, and much 
a doe, to beleiue it , till wee haue bought this 
knowledge , vpon theprice of many errours, 
which wee ſhall haue committed, For wee 
inherit , from our firſt parents, a certaine fly, 
| and ſecrett delire , of a Kinde of Ciuinity, 
| which cannot be ſought without thefr, *This 
makes ys imitate our firſt fathers , therein; 
and ro denie that things may bedone , how, 
and when wee liſt ; with certaine other deepe, 
and molt ſecret rootes of pride , which are | 
neuer to bee diſcovered, without light from 
heauen ; and this cannot be obtayned, with- | 


i. 


CI 
pond You ” . 
— va * i 


our much Prayer. 

As for the particular of thoſe ſoules, 
which you defire to reduce; I tell you, as I 
did before, that you mult cordially recommend | 
the bulines to our Lord, and hope ell that 
you shall haue good ſuccetle. And be you not 
troubled , or afflicted, ſince you Know, that 
you haue a father in beauen , who calls you 
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F pROvrardes him, and hewillbe your guide, inthe 
wa -. Spend your tyme, at the preſent, the beſt 
you can, and a; for the future , doe not vexe 
' your ſelfe ; but make account that nothing, | 
but your owne negligence, cann take God 
from you. Fignt therefore, acainſt this ne- 
lizeuce 5, & if you ouercome it , you will finde | 
by expcrience , that the Exchaunge or Burſe 
is a very Cell to you ; and , that buſmes | 1s but 
25 a Riuer , which may ſcrue to waſh you 
cleane, 

The way , wherein God hath placed you, | 
requires that more diligence bee vſed then 
that which your letter ſayth you vic, concer- 
ning tae conſtancy of your adons. And | 
if I were with you, I could tell you of ſtraun- 
ve things which aaue happened to men, who 
had beene flacke in performing their good 
exerciſes, Whereby) you might percejue, rhat 

our Lord eſteemes it not as any ſmall infirmity, | 
f Ira ManTo De a unatike; ſometymes docing 
| his vaty, ans ſomerymes, nor, Acleare figneit 
is, Of a fagie 1 in ſubicction to ſ{elfewill ; to odoe 
a thing when toe humour ſerues , nd after- 
war!, vpon mere humour, to lett it alone. And 
Reaſamch: as ſuch men want the abnegation of 
1m +/+. they are in fault, both when they } 
| ceaſe from docing ay ching : - and ſoe are | 
| they aiſoe , waen they doe it ; becauſe 
| er jjue , butr in t hemſclues. And the pu 
' ©:bment, which our Lord inflites vpon | 
the men , 3; that hee is not liberall of 
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himſelfe ro them , when they deſire it; becau- 
ſe they are not iiberall of themſclues to him, 
when he requires it, Wee mult therctore bc 
ſure , to aske pardon , for the little conſten- 
cy which wee haue yſcd, in the feruice of our 
Lord; and to reforme our ſelues with an cntire 
refrnation into his hands , conccrning the ſuc- 
celſe of our endeauours, whether they be mc- | 


—_— 
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— - = 


re, or lefle. ; 

Take courage once to looſe your ſeife, 
for the loue of our Lord; obeyng that which 
he commaunds; and neuer looke, vpon what 
is to follow vpon it, For whether it be dyynes, 
or dewotton , it cannot faile to be a fauour, 
lince it is ſure to be the pleaſure of our Lord, 
And by how much the more , you {ſhall be 
able to live towards the contenting of him; 
and to be dead towards the ſeeking of your 
owne contentment, ſoe much the more happy 
ſhall you be. Spend not time at all , in thin- 
king whether it were beſt, to accept , or els 
torefuſe , that bulines, whereof they wrott to 
you , that without dowbt it would be done. For 
this is the (ligne, of a hart not deliuered vp. 
to recollection, and which eaſily is induced 
to looſe the preſent tyme , with care of the 
future. Forget it ; and beſecch our Lord, that 
it may not proue atemprtation to you, ſince he 
knowes your weaknes, 

And live without perplexity, or afflic- 
tion of minde , ſolemnizing ſuch a Feaſt ro 
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Ep. 30- 27 


our Lord, as that your hart beeing asked, 
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Mem rant 


| What care 11 hath, it may an{weareyou, none at 
all, but onely that 1 may be ſoc we , 4» to pine 
= little rye , Fo our Lord. All that ſwaruel 
from this, is not ſound, whatſoeucr coplexion 
it may carry. 

And heere it comes fittly in, to weigh, 
what It ts to bee Cl "angmg fi "0M 0lE thing ft) ano- 
ther. fl thoſe are effects of a heart which! is 
bur ſlack, and not imployed abour that, whe- 
reunto 1t was cailed ; which 1s, 4 ed mite 
' conrſe With our Lord ; who lbokes vpon itin| 
eucry moment of tyme; and defires it to looke 
as often towardes him, and to open it ſelf to} 
him , becauſe indeede. i is his owne:and to 
| deny Y ſelf to all that, which i is not God. 

O baſe abhominablc man , in whoſe hart 
God delires to repoſe, and to giue citreſt; and yet 
the man goes labouring heere, and has and 


_- 
— 
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| God tells him, the while, that to che end "oy may 1 
hndereſt, he muſtenter into bimſelfe,and mult 
dye there to himſelf ; and that ſo, he ſhall finde 4 

1s trueſafety, 8 life; and that a certaine Sunne 1 
ihall thenriſe to Ty which will diſchargeall \t 

a 


thoſe former clouds and ſorroywes , & he jhal 
come to toad ceertaine chings, whereot 
he knowes nothing yet. | 


_— 


Humility , and diligence are needfull heere, bl 
for the keeping of our harts thutt vp, And our b 
Lord dyed for this , that wee might haue | b 
Ser to dye to our ſcjues for his ſake, & to \t 
kcepe our _ recolle&ted. Chriſt our Lond, 0 


our lioht, But take you heede of bcing 
= - : dehrous | A 
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dctirous to Knowe things concerning Mentall 
| Þrayer, more by ſpeculation, then by praiſe. 


For our lord , 1s the teacher of Infants , & 


himſelfe and his ſecrets, from all ſuch, as are bur 
worldly wile, | 


RURLRURERIRUAIRRRERRYRUNUERY. | 


4 Letter of ths Authour to a Cauallier 
whome hee ſought to carry ontothe | 


fate of Religion. 


_— — — — — 


TY great fiſhes are hard tobe taken, and 
a man had neede make many turnes with 
them vpand downe the riuer, till they be wea- 
ry, that ſoe through the little ftren oth #rhs ha- 
ue lefr, the hooke may quiettly fetch them vp, 
And therefore wee muſt not meruaile, if our 
lord giue you ſoe many knockes; contradicting 
\thar which you had formerly in your thought, 
and defire, And the cauſe of all I conceiue | 
without doubt, to be your owne proper will and 
iudement; which be hard thinges to ſubdue, and 
{ll | are ready to rebeil, Wee haue need chat our 
lord should tire them out, with a multitude of 
blowes, and should kill theni, tothe end that 
they may noe lopger live in you , but that we 
may continue in the faith of our lord, andin 


abſcondit le, & fog , a prudenub« : he hides both | 


| 


| 


obedience to his holy wilt : I would haue you 
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vnderſtand what this curbe meanes, and theſe 
tokens of reproofe , which our lord shey es 
you, Foras heu prayſed , who 15 an intelligent ſey= 
want , and growes acceptable to our lord thereby ; ſo 
is hediſcommended, whoe ynderſtandes nor, | 
I ay not onely the wordes, but the corrections 

alſo of our lord, [- 

You mutt conceiue , that there is nothing, 
which importes you {oc much, as to be vatyed 
from yout owne opinion , and concert ; and that 
Omnts ſapientia tua deuorata ſit , vt fic clames ad 
| Denm , © de neceſSitatibus tis liberet te. That all | 

your wilcdome is at a non plus , and that ſoe | 
crieing out to God , he may deliver you out of 
your neceſlityes, For what [delatry is more pre- 
tudiciall, then that a man should relye vpon his 
owne opinion? And what mariage is foe mon- 
itrous, as for a manto be married to his owne 
will 2 ſuch fearfull and abominable monſters riſe 
from hence, as that they precipitate him who 
breeds them into the very bottomles pit of hell, 
| If you beletue not me, doe but take order, that 
| a man may not follow his owne opinion , and net 
loue his owne will, and then I will yndertake, 
that there shalbe noe hell for him. You mult | 
therefore offer your ſelfe , as a piece of clay, || 
Ifey 64.| 1nto the handes of that ſoucraigne Porter ; and [MW 
| _ | faythatto him, which is writen Fiffor neſter es, 
| nos vero lutum. 1 hou att our framer, and we are nit 
better then a picce of clay. Reſolue that to bethe 
beſt, which is contrary to your owne will. > 
For ſo ill affected is owr wi ill,-that for the onely | 11 


—_—— 


Jn "EY 
_—— 


DN — 


_— 4 


- 


NE 0 ON I "<P WT OT ————_—_ —— 
CO —————_——_— Epc EEE — 


EPISTLES. 


FY 


| 


Ep. 27, 291 


ht —_—_— 


ſ reaſon , wy a thing Is much.delired , a man | 


| may ſafely apprehend ,- and doubt , thar it is | 
not good. For that which pleaſcth it is ill; & 
what confidence can he then repoſe therein, 
Haue great Care to contider , of the yay, 
wherein God guides you; for you shall be called 
toan account thereot; And when you hauelear- 


| nedthis {cience, you shalbe wile, in the ſight of 


God. You muſt be enamourcd of nothing vn- 


| | der heauen (how pretious ſoeuer ic may ſeetne) 


but onely with ſeeking the good pleaſure of 
God, And if it should ſoe happen : that we 
should obraine noe part of that which we par- } 
ncularly ſought : yet thar very thing it ſelf, is 
all the riches both of this world, and of heauen, | 
for Godis pleaſed thereby : and the contentmer 
of God, is God himſelf; and he who loues it, lo- | 
ucs God, and he who profelles it profeſſes God, | 
Concerning thoſe covlaintes, which youare 
making againſt your ſelf, I well beleiue, that 
you haue reaſon : fince you are a man, andnot 
yetin heauen. And you doe well to reproue your 
(elfe; for by this meanes the reproofe which our 
lord makes of ſinners , may be remoued from 
you ; which reproofe of his , would be farre 
vreater, the we know how to 1magine.For who 
can reach to ynderſtand eyther the riches of the 
200dnes of God, or our faultes, and miſeries ? I 
deſeech our lord giue vs light from heauen, 
| where with to ſee theſe two Abyſſes, which are 
 ledifferent; that ſoe the fight of our wicked- 


| nefle diſmay v5not bur that we may be coforted 
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| by meditating vpon the goodnes ot our lord, 
For otherwile the ſtouteſt gallant vpon earth 
might ſay well enough, Cor meum develiquit me, 
My bart hath failed me , to {ce foe inany debrs 
| incurred by himſelfe, both paſt, and preleot, | 
beſtJes the danger of ſuch as are to come. 
I know not what we should doe with this 
miſerable thing, which 1s called Our ſelues ; nor 
why we will take Our ſelues for our owne, or ' 
(tand charged with doeing what we liſt, Let 
vs giue ittto him, who will haue goodnes to 
tolerate it , and wiſedome to conduct and cure | 
it, And certainely our lord would thereby vn- | 
dergoethe weiglit, asa man may ſay,of a heauy | 
end vnſufferable burden , if his loue wy ere not | 
incomprehenſible, It is a great help towardes 
| our denycing of our ſelues, when we conlider 
| tnat we are our owne enemies : and our very 
| | being ſoe miſerable , may well ſerue to Keepe 
vs from being ſo couctous, to cnioy our ſelues; 
| and ro make vs calt cur ſelues away , and tur- 
nc our ſelues out of houſe , whatſocuer it coſt 
| vs. And yet the trtipet of the diuine goocnes, 
| {oundes this out 1A our cares , that David goes 
forth intothe ficld, as being perſecuted without 
any fault of his ; and that the poore people, who 
' were much in debt , and ſuch as were in an- 
guish, and bi:ternes of heart , ioyned themſel- 
| ues to him, Blefled be our lord !eſus , Amen: 
| who is {oe rich, and patient in goodnes ; that 
| 21s father thought fir to truſt ſuch poote sheepe 
[as we are, in his handes, But that which is 
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lakjencable is, that weare foe blinde: withall, 


| ding himfelfe to be ours vpon thar condition, 

yet woewoebetovs) weltillrelolue ro leeke, 
Que noſtra ſunt, non qu& ie; Chriſis. Thoſe thinges 

| which are our owne , and nat theſe thinzs of Ch iſ 


ſtil , without any reaſon at all , but onely 
chrough blinde attection , and without once 
eſoluing to trye, how ſweet, how uſt, and 
hovw profitable a thing it is, to be long enti- 
rely ro Chriſt our "OY ad to watt 11 the 
way of his holy will. Chrift our lord give 
you | bake ; in all, Amcn : and be wholy with 
you. 


. 
_— an—_——C ———_ 


that he | begging that we will be his, and bios 


our lord, And we will acedes poſleflc our (clues | 
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A Letter of the Authour toa great man, 
his freind who eatred mio the ſlate 
of Religion in the Society 

"of Teſus, 
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I vnderſtood of the chaunge yvhich 
you haue mac, I haue giuen many thankes| 
to the immenſe bounty of ourlord, who hath; 
Fs earneſtly taught you, ſoe nm: ercifully found 
| you, and fo powerfully conducted; you thither,! 
| where without any impediment of other c11-: 
| ploymets, you may preſent him with your who-! 
lc hart, for a quiet & peaccable habitation, whe- 
rein hs may conuecrſe,andtake delight, ME vices 
to doe with his ele. Theſe arc nod fleight fa- 
ours ; nor muſt wee paſſe them ouer ' without 
particular acknowledgment, and oratirude. For 
this, I hould to be that acrifice, which our lord 
expreſſely requires, in recomycuce of his fauours 
and for want thereof , he hath deprived ve- 
ry many , of thoſe which formerly hc had im- 
parted. | 
| Soemuch more,muſt you hauea care of this, 
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dangers which threatened you, by reafon of the 
greatenes of your perſon, & the many imploy- | 
| ments which accompanyed you, in the world. | 
| Andtherefore, as our lord hath not performed | 
alefleact, in giuing you light, that ſo leauing 
all things, you may goein purſuit of kim, then 
1e did, in fauour, of thethree M7i, whome he 
enabled by a larry, todoe che ſame : you mult bee 
(ure, to adore God, & to ſpread your (clfall pro- 
ſtrate vpon the ground, acknowledging your 
owne nothing, before that high Maicity,and gi- | 
utng him thankes , from the yery bottome ot | 
your hart, for the fauour you haue receiued:and | 
oftering your {elf as an eucrlaſting preſent to | 
him, whoſe you are, by ſo many Titles, As for | 
me I eſteemed it nor for one of the leaſt , that he | 
bath voutchlafed to ſeeke the loft childe and that | 
he hath placed him, inthe rancke ofthem, who | 
are moſt honourcd in his houſe and all this, 
through his owne onely goodnes. 

Whac hart is there in the world , which would 
not melt into tendernes, by the colideration of 
luch a fauour as this : to {ee himſelfe prevented 


| as the fauour was Oreater * through the great 


ll. 


doubt had beene, whether God's mercy,or our | 
miſery should preuaile : but he hath mightily, & 
bappilly ouercome. And not being contented 
| to ſend ys meſſengers, both within, and from 
without , himſelfe takes vs by the hand, like 
another Lott : and drayes vs out oftheplace of 


by fuch a hand , and ſoasif the queltion, and | 


anger, vp the hill, where wee may be ſaued, 
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Doe not A forget this goeing owt of Ez Jt ; for | 
Itisa certaine thing ' where many wonderfull | 
taings of God are x ATE, And this Ceparture. 
of ours , is not obtayned for vs , but by the 
hedding of rhe bloud of the hnke; whicl 
aath cryed out, before the Father , with d det 
re that it may bee applyed to our ſoules, 
Cicanſing them from ail carthly appetites, and 
conſecrating them wholly , to the velire of 
nis divine lone, Chriilt our Lord hath beene | 
heard, whileſt he was praying for you, as wee 
may very well belciue ; Giuing this /tone to | 
his Ped , thatſo, of wilde, and baſe, he may 
make it pretions z and that it may bee ſctt an 
worne in the head of Chriſt our Lord , as a; 
fruite of thoſe egrcat afflictions , which hee 
endured , for the good of foules. Great v as} 
that warre, and hee conquered therein ; for |: 
goes ſoules to his Father , wao may runnc 
after him, and adore him; v!, vinGdis manibu- 
poſt 1llum as 
Prepare your ſelfe to receiue our Lord, 
{ince you are redeemed by him : you arc K i 
ready belonging to him : you are the ſpoyles| 
of his victory , 4 plecc of lande you are, 
which is come to him by lott , that he may 
cultiuate, and water it, and wake i itfruictull, 
O how happy are you, "if you can bur yalcw | 
your owne happynes , and conſider from 
whome, and through whome , it hath pre 
ceeded, Beſeech bm , that Gnce he hath | 
done you foe much fayour . without all de-: 
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pum of yours ; his goodnes , may ncucr pCI- 
mitt, tliart your hart Shoald {eruc any bur him; 
nor your cycs bchould any other beauty , tiztn 
the beauty of God, who hath beenic fo g000 
to you, A yreat burden it 15, which hereio, 
they haue L ayd ypon you 7, In C2! :chaunge © I 
thoſe wany oaks? Gederls ; Whercoft _—_ 
haue caſed you, For now , you are grow ie 

| deepe Cebror, of a moi} protour ad , Intci ial 
loue ; and of dilivent feruice, ty moat Lo rd, 
who hath caſcd yuu of allth ofs other ob bliga- 
tions : and LLUICH Yo ie ſpecetr ) ®f 4 flag $4 
rewilh ts innne 11 Fis Warts, Tiinke you vpon 
ts , and bee than]: (all for this. And fince 
| you re 2s poore , towards paying , as You 
were vBwoitly ada recctuing ; you [lni; 
make an 2& of retounciation of f all YOUr 
' goods, into the hands cf our Lord, Belce- 
chido flim.r tizat he will accept you ail { cx _ 
and ſoc ta) .C yOu vPON his owtnc 2ccompr, 
 ſerue hin{citc of zou , aCCOrVing tO 115 OWNRC 
oult ; and delrin - that ie will Ct ipcſc of yOu 
x lia il picaſe h; 1m belt. ; 

I bciciuc , I have already fayd too mn: uch, 
to a {oulc WM), v. hich our Lord is already {pca- 
king. For to ſuch {oulcs , 21! Imman e G11- 
courſe is accounted tedious, and troubickume, 
and it hath reaſon to be Ke But the | 
Which, in our Lord, I haucconcciued; a 


J 


| the an, nlegens which you ſent, oE j 


fnould yi tit 
| Iettcr, ] 


er I Utes , 
”— 


| have beene the reaſens of this 


LEE that ſoucraincz goodnes , 
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abhorre the affections thereof ; and that now 


\ which hath already vouchſafed you foe much 
fauour, that , to his owne eternal] glory, hee 
may "IVY ts good worke which ic hath 
begunne. | 
You ſec in what fashion Tam talking to you, 
[ haue layd aſide thole Tiles of hana , and: 
rancke , which, according to the ſtile of the | 
world, ( now forſaken by y ou ) belonged to' 
your quality. And I writc, as to one, who is 
already eſtranged wholly Bw the wood and. 
in ſoe playne a manner, as is conuenient to a 
domeſtick feruant of Chiiſt our lord, and as is 
fitt for the Inſtitute whereof you are. And lince 
your (cle deſired ic , and I haue obeyed you in 
it; be carcfull, that, now when you haue ab. 
horred the ['ytles of this world , you may allo 


you may palle wholly on, into that age , 
ws pater Criſis eſt , whoſe faiber is Chril our 
brd, Which conf ſts not ſoc much, in whe-/ 
ther the time, be preſent or future , as itt doth 
in $piritt , which. cometh afrer flech. For as 
the Apoltle ſaith , non privs quad ſpiritwale, 
ſed quad animale , That u not firſt which is ſþ.- 
rituall ; but that which is animal, And there- 
fore the ſpiricuall is called , ſeculum fitarum 4 
| future age. 
Soe much the more care muſ} you take of 
this, as it will be more hard for you , to 
doe it, {ince he who hath moſt to leaue, doth 
it with moſt dificulty, And the man who 


—_—_— 


yt 


ucs, Namely, 2a: :t i bettes 10 be great then meane, 
and poore. And foc I beiciue, it hath happened 
to you, it indcede you haue begun to follow | 
| Chriſt our Lord; orat lcaſt will inde it, when | 
you {hall begin, 
| 


35] \(88't EPISTI L E S; E-p.zv. 299 | 
nuch |} | hath moſt impediments, 15 lealt able to runre | 
, hee lightly away. And tnis 15 the good which F 
hath | | chey gett, who are the great men of this | 'L 

| | world , though they come not coknowe it, | 'F 
you, | [till chey putr themſelues to runne, after otiicrs, » | 1 | 
and ' | who are before them. And ticn the taiter ,| [1 
the | he runnes , the more he ſhall feele it. And [1 
d to by his owne experience, he will be able to vn- | ' 

beguild himſcltc,in that which the world delci- Fl 


| 


D—_—_ 


The thing which muſt comfortyou herein, | 
is this, That , ſince our Lord vouchſatcd to | 
take you for his ſcruant, when you were molt 
vatoward, & vacapavle thereot, hee will giue 
you greatcr itrength, wherewith to ferue him 
now, then hce would have giuen to anorber, | . 
who had not beene foe incapable. And ſoc. 
mult you repreſcatyourſelte betore our Lore, | 
who hath called, and accepted you ; kcice- 
cuing him , that howſocuer it may putt you 
ro more payne, and ſhame, he will yet eeftow | 
that vpon you , whereby you may feruc tim | 
muc:1 , iince you owe him much, And con- 


| 
| 
| 


Py 


= —=—I—_— 
«ML AM i did 


eof # | fider your ſeife , as a perſon who bringes but 

to | half t22t meanes, wherewith to negotiate 

oth | this bufines , which another bringes. And ] | 

;ho | beg parvon, tor 11} employing euen your 1 

LJ littie ſtocke , but yet wita giuing thankes 1 | 
| | | 


__ A 


SPIRITVALL Fn. | 


to our liberall lord , whole workes are great, 
towards his poore creatures. That foe living 
| with feare, andtrembling, toſce your ſelte love 
| vaworthy of ſuch a olace , hen may grow 
from thence, a due reucrence\ to all your 
neighbours; carrying them vpon the toppe of 
| your heade, and doeing for them, asany (laue 
| would dae for his lord; conl1 lering how mer- 
| cifully Chriſt our lord, hath donethe ſameto 
you, you may haue good hope , to proue well 
'1n your great buſtaes, 1t you obraine that know- 
ledze averſe, whereof 1 hane ſpoken, And 
then Shall yon ſpend your lite havpily , when 
you houtd cuery _ thereof , to be the haſt, 
, Chriſt our Lord bce with you. Amen, 
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| A Letter of che Authour , to ſome Di- | 


ſciples which he had 1 the 
Cury of Ezija. 


HE peace of our Lord Teſus Cirilt be ever 
T vir you Amen, Since I parted from your 
preſence , I haue euer had you all preſent with 
me, 16 my memory , for the loue I beare you, 
permits me not to doe otherwile, Giue your ſel- 
ues ſtill ro God, ſince you once gaue your {elues 
[tohim, and I wasa witnes thereof, nor will I 
by any meanes, that you repent the hauing offe-. 
[red yourſelues to him, ſince hee offered himfelfe 
to death for you. You shall be {ure to haue bat- 
tailles, and thoſe sharpenough: for our enemies 
are in great multirude, and tull of rage. Bee nor 
therefore negligent , for if you be, you are in- 


] 


| 


———— > Cp Pe—_ ee 


ſtantly vadone, If they who watch beſt, baue 


caough to doe, to defend themſelues ; what doe | 


you thinke will become of wrechlefle perſons, 
but that they should entirely bee ouercome? 
Remember that the pleaſure which finne pre- 
ſents is ſmall, filthy, and shorte; and the ſorrow 
which it leaues behinde is very great, andthe 
miſery which growes to ys thereby,is incompa- 
rably greater, What ſorrow ( how great ſoeuer 
it be | can equal that which wee ought to con- 


ry, which should make vs tremble, euen in 


ceiue, vpon our loſle of Almighty God? O miſe- | 


hearing it named! For if we delight in ſinne, we 
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Let it neucr ſeemeto him , that wee valew his 


| may noe longer liue according to thedclires of 


iball haue nce part in God, Let vs therefore) 
conlider, how we liue, for we ſhall ſhortly bet 
!ed bctore the Throne of God, to gue acconnt 
cf our ſelues.Letnot the vnclcanes of thefleſh, 
nor the vanitie of the world, nor the {udrility 
of the deuil , decciue vs, Pur let vs behould 


Chrilt our Lord , vpon the G3 and we thall| 


ſee him tormented in his body ,& dithoncured 
by the world, & that ſoc he ſubdued the deuill, 

Who cucr looked towards Chriſt our Lord, 
and was decciued 2 Infallibly there was never 
any, Let vs therefore neucr draw our Cyes of 
trom him , vnlefſe we meane to turne blinde, 


lone ſoe little; as that, although he died for vs, 
we cannot find in our harts, ſcc much as to bee 


looking towards him. For he dicd for this, that | 


wee by looking vp to him, might itriue to dye 


to our {innes, Let therefore our ould man dic in | 


vs, fince our new man, who is Chriſt our Sa 
uiour , dicd for vs vpon the (ſe, Let vs ap- 
proach towards his wounds; for by his, wee 
{hall be cured of ours. And if wee thinke it a 
heauy thing, to part from our linnes ; it was 
much more hard, and heauy for his ſoule to 
part from his body , when hedied, to the end 
that wee might euer Jiue, 

Let vs therefore goe on apace, & take hart to 
follow ſuch a captainc as this; who leaces ys 
the way not oncly in d-rivg , but in ſuffcring Let 
vs crucifye. our fleih with nim, that now wee 


| 


the flesb, but of the ſpirit. Tri Hall per 


{cute vs, ter vs goe hide ourſelues in his holy : 
woundes; : and there wee ſhall inde thoſe iniu- 
ries, as delighttull to our harts, as any mulicke 
1s ſweete to > the eare, Andſoe calle Snncs will 
beto ys,as pretious Tewels; and priſons, will be 
pallaces; and death it ſ{clte , will be conuerted 
1nto life. O Ieſus Chriſt, _ how ſtrong isthat 
love of thine? and how truly doth it coucrt all 
things to our goodas $, _ ſaith ; Infallibly 
that man flial neuer die of hunger, whos _ 
by this loue of thine, He ſhall Fs noe naked- 
nes, he {hall never finde want of any thing, 
wh ich this world can giue, For , polleſſing 
God by loue, noe good thing can be wanting 
to him, 
Let vs therefore, O my beloucd brethren, ' 


| 


t 
all be taken with a great delire of goeing to ſee 
2 | this v1ſ1on . of the bush , which burnes and yer 1s E xod 2 
Y nt confumed, That is , how they who loue 
7 God, ſuffer iniuries, and yet fcele them not; 
- how in the middeſt of hunger, they are full 
. ted; how they arecalt of by the world and yet 
ell Mic not themſelues -1a þ how they are L 
) ſauited by the fire of fle{hly appetites, and yer 
] (they are not ſcortched by it, They aregroaden 
| vader foete , and yet = ſtand faſt ypright; 
they ſecme poore , and they are rich, They 
ſeeme deformed , but they are full of beauty, 
[They ſeeme ſtr 2ungers , but they are citizens. 


: | They arenot knownerto men, but they are fa- 


miliarly acqua Laitted with Almighty G God. All, 
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EP. 39. 


SPIRITVALL 


Loue of our lord Ieſus Chriit inthe hart where 
it 15 lodge?, But noe man can arriue ynto 
this, valeile be put of bus shoes 


loveof God, 
ts [piricuall & holy,aumitrs! TO \VEATE re Shoes, 
that is to (G ay noe delires of icltc] 

loues Chriiitour Lord, mult WO himfelfe, 
He who will not be crnell to Chriſt our Lord, 
 letr him nor be copatiionate to himſciſe. They 


| 


| 
| 


| 

who Candle themſelues , {heyy vnkindnes to 
Chriit our Lord, and ti: ey who take ſoc much 
care of th SH cannot make God their 


| butinefle, 


Let ys therefore giue , our All that which 
we are( which God Kaowes is bur a (:::le Al) 
for rhat other -rear All , which is Almighty 


God. Let vs Ziue oucr he following of our 


owne proper will , and let vs betake our {clucs 
wit. 1diligence, ro follow the will of God. Let 


vs heme all chings as meer dung, that loc wee 


may poſſeſſe that pretions pearle whi ch is Chrilt 
our Lord. And to the end that we may ſee him, 
in his beauty and glory; let vs hecre be content 
to embrace diſhonour. & labour. 


Infallibly, he ſhall neuer finde himſfelfe de- 


| ceined , who makes ſuch an exchaunge as this, 
| LE 6. wy 
Bur when God ſhall come with his Saints, any 


ſhall come to reward eucry one according to 


his wortes.. 


hc *CUIC 


ren w T1! that appeare to oauec 


WE” this, and more,is brougit to paile, by the noble 


that 15 to ſay, 
| lis v Catal jj CHAR vw hic h ſpring VÞ out 
of {ilfelryr, Forthis is the root of death, as the | 
15 the cauſe of lite, Alitez which | 


| 


| 
| 
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happy,that noe one of them $sball bee withour 
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beene toolery which now is held in foe great ac> 
count; and then it will be their turneto lament, 
who now shall haue ſpent their mortall lives in 
delight. And he only will be ayowed by Chriſt 
our Lord, who hall haue liued;according to his | 
holy will, O how great, $hall the ioy of good 
men bee, at that day, when recciuing high ho- 
nour at the hands of God, they $hall be ſeated 
ypon thoſe thrones which were prepared- for 
them from all eternity ; and whenin ſocicty of 
all the quires of Angels they shall ſing prayſesto 
their Lord , and their God ? O how great will 
their ioy be, who shall behould the king in his beauty, 
[n the contemplation whereof, they will be ſoe 


eucnregorging, through his being ſoe full of 
that pretious _— and that ſoueraigne Balſa- 
mum, which created all good thinges. In compa- 
rifon of this, all beauty is deformity: & the very 
brighenes of the ſunne it ſelfe is direct downe- 
right darknes, & the very topp of other _— 
lsthe yery bitternes of gall, And: in fine, (that 1 
may not reckon vp euery particwr thing by it. 
ſelfe)in compatiſon of this beauty, all the things 
of the whole world put together are not to be. 
eſteemed for any thing atall, neither are rhey any 
thing in very deede, O eternall God, thou who 
att all chinges, and yet who art none of theſe 
thinges, and when $hall that day arriue, wherein 
we may bee ſoc happy as to ſee thee? when is 


| 


oF 


tals earthen potr to becracked, which shurs vs 
pp, from enioying ſoe great a good, When 
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chall ti:eeſe chaines 5 be broken , Which hinder vs 
from flying vpp to thee, wv ho art the true repoſe, 

of such, as are to repoſe indeede : Let vs nor, 

my Brethren, looke any other way but onely vP- 
pon Almighty God. Let vs call vpon him, in 
our harts, and ler vs Keepe himcloſe in: ;braced 
by vs  t/ ar ſoe hee may neuer part from vs, For 
4 | Woe be to vs, wretched thinges; what sball wee 
| be able rodoe, without him, bur onely toturne 
againe into our nothing, Let vs, now at laſt, caſt 
this world behinde vs, vi bich yet, wee Carry 
before our eyes; and let vs.ar laſt veginn totrye, 
hov {wecte our Lord 1s. Let vsrunn after him, 
who came runving downe towards vs; from 
heaucn it felfe, that he might carry vs thither, 
Let vsgoeto him , who cals vs; and who doth 
it with foe much love, from the topp of that 
Croſſe, with his flesh all torne , andeuen as it 
were broyled with the fire of loue, totheend | 
thatir might be more ſauoury to our taſte, O | 
that we migh it feedethereon 2 O that we might 
euen contume thereby ? O that we yvere all tr FT 
tormed? O that wee could growe, to be one, 
and the felf-{ame ſþri1t with God, 

Who 1s he that detaines vs > whois hethat 
hinders vs? whois hee that deceaues vs ſoc, as 
that wee cannot perſ{ivade our ſelues to draw 
ncare to God? If it bee onr Loods, letvs caſt tl.cn) 
away, ifthey bein our power, if they bee not, 
let vs Keepe them, though onely as ſoe much 
dunge, which may bee layd vp with diligence, 


| for good vſes: bur yer {till withour any loue 
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ac all to the thing it ſelte, If it be our wines , $.! 
Paule lets vs Know , that wee muſt baue wifes, 
as if wee had them not, Tf it be our children 
let vs loue them , but for the loue of God. | 
And let vs euen out of water bee able to | 
kindle a fire , whereby all that may be burnt | 
vpp , Which ſhall pretend todeuide vs from | 
Almighty God. Let the teares of greife waſh 
[ys; and the fre of loue conſume ys , and foe 
wee thall growe to be thoſe holy creatures | 
which were offered ypp to God with fire, {| 
O cternall God, whoe coſumelt our couldnes; 
and how ſweetly, doeſt thou burne , and how 
dearely doelt thou inflame , and how delight- | 
fully doelt thou conſume vs? O that wee all | 
| Y|migkt altogether burne with thee? Then would | 
| 1 all our powers Cry oHt, and ſay: 0 Lord whois like to 
| |. | bee? For whoſoener bee bee , that ſayth he knowes 
|| AY hee; and yer lones theenot , is alyar. Lett ys there- | 
I | fore loue thee, and let vs alſoe knowe thee, | 
lnce loue growes fromthat Knowledge, And 
afterward make vs able to polleſle thee; fin- 
ce they who poſlelle thee, are ſoe rich, and 
polleſſing thee , let vs be pollelled by thee,and 
ſoe let vs employ our ſelues, in prayling thee; 
hnce all the powers of the heauens confeſſe and prayſe 
thee, for God Trine and One, the infinit king, 
wiſe, powerfull, good, and beautitull, the | 
| pardoner of them who are conuerted towards | 
thee, & the yphoulder of them who approach 
| tothee; & the olorifier of them who ſerue thee; 
{| Ethar God, of whoſe perfectis theres noeend' |} 
* | my 6” 
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For thou ſurpaſleſt all congues, and all vnder. 
ſtandings ; and thou art onely Knownein per- 
fection, by thy ſelfe. To thee be glory, through 
the eternities of all eternities. Amen, 
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A Tetter of the Authour , to a Cauallier , who went 
| 279 fludy at Salamanca , where they made bin | 
| Recorof the Vniuerlity. Hee 5hewes , that im || 
the buſmnes of ſeruing our Lord, faynt deſires are | 
not fufficient , but there muſt bee deeds. Hee alſs|* 
Shewes the hurts , which multiplicity of buſmes |} 
"4 , to ſuch as are but beginning to ſerie 

od, 


| Pray God , that both your goeing to that] 
Vniverſitie, your aboad there , and your re- 
trourne from thence, may be happy to you; you 
knowe already, that in this aftaire of ſeruing 
Chriſt our Lord, it is not enough to hauecer- 
taine faint deſires, but they mult be accompa- 
nied with ſolide workes; and ſometimes with 
ſweat, euen as it were of bloud, And I much 
feare, leaſt the difficulty of the way, ſhould 
fright you, and leaſt you might grow to loolc 
tae ſweete of the kirnell, becauſe the skinne, 
and (hell, is bitter, The gate #5 ftraite , whereby Wet 

muſt enter into the way of God, but after wee arc 
| P:0% | entered, wee finde that to be true by experien- 
| * I cewhichis written, Daram te per [emilas £qur 
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i J | catis, qnas cum ingreſſus fuer non arttabuniuy greſ- | 

r-\] ſus tui, I will leade thee, by the wayes of equity ; mts 

hl | which when thou shalt bee enired , thy paces shalt not 


| bee fraitned. And then a man findes, that the | 
'yokeof Chriſt is not heauy to him , ſince he 
reaches now his had tothe , who haueſuffered 
x |] | temptations for his ſake : and he comforts 
1] |them who are in teares, and cures them who 
haue broken harts.- A happy affliction isthar 
(though noe other comfort did fucceede it ) 
which is endured by vs, becauſe wee hould the 
ſtandart of Chriſt our Lord vpright, reſoluing 
rather toendure the ſharpe blowes of tempta- 
| tion , then toenioyanill peace, and to haue : 
warre with God. | 
You muſt humble your ſelfe much before 
our Lord, and lament your owne miſery,in the 
' fight of his mercy.” For there 1s not meanes, 
whereby any good may come to vs, but onely 
by the fauour of heauen. And there is noe way 
| ro obtayne this fauour, but onely the profoun- 
de knowledge of our miſery ; crying out from 
' the very bottome of our harts to that lord, who 
| dwells on high ; and drives not ſuch perſons 
from him as are ouerwrought with the bur- 
den of their miſcries;and who cuen {welt, in 
thelake, (-as the Prophet leremy, ſaith ) with 
weighty ſtone vpon their backs, | 
I like well, that you reſolue to make ac- 
quaintance with thoſe Fathers. For that good 
Opinion which they of your Citty doe now | 
conceiue of them, that haue I conceiued long 
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agoe, Onely you arc to looke, that the good. 
example which you ſce inothers, may not be 
vnprofitable to you. And I beſeech our Lord, 
that he will be pleaſed to Ictt mce paſle a little | 
that away, though it be but to giue content- 
meHt to you. ' 

The excuſe which you make, tor hauing | 
accepted the Reforsbip of the /muerfne , 18 11lt, # 
fince you were aduifed to it by perſons ſoc; 
well qualifygd , and ſoe many as hs id 
cuen oblige you to it. But I beſcech you Sir, 
ve not negligent, now that you are putt to lea; 
lince it was not without cauſc, that you feared, 
2ucn foe much as to imbarke yourſelt, For my 
parte, I amifull of thought, leaſt our aduerſary| 
 haue traced out this courſe, ſoe to hinder your 
| proceeding,inthe way toGod, which you were 
taking, For many imployments ( though euen | 
about good things ) ſhould not be committed, 
to young beginners; becauſe they vſe, to trou- 
ble ſuch perſons , as haue not yet fett all thoſe 
things in order which concerne themlelues, 
And {oc our Aduerſary hath done much hurt 
to many, by this meanes , and brought them to 
the palle of ſome poore little ſwallow , which 
| goes forth to fly before ſhe is well in ſtrength; 
and then hauing not power, to proſecute her 
flight vp aloft, nor yet to retourne to her neſt 
[from which she went, shce falls downe into 
che hands of boyes ; and they play with her a 


while, and then kill her, 
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perplexed, as it comes cloaked with good zeale. 
And neiy beginners, mult be watchtull in thts 
caſe,little lefle then they would be, + hen there 
| were queſtion of theire comitting a tinne, For 
if there be any true zeale in them, it is fitt that 


firſt they be zealous of their owne good. And 
zealc of others, which wants zcale of a man's 
| (elf, hath beene the fearfull ruinc of many ſou- 
les. Idelire that you will conceiue a very great 


:v0d, to you, For in ſuch caſes as thoſe, doth | 
that dewill,yho is called Merid:an, decciue them. 
athizhnoone, whome he was not able to decci- 
ue, inexpreliedarKnes, And doe not precipitate 
your ſclf, vpon the making of great reforma- 
tions; nor conceiuec, that you are there, for that 
purpoſe, but rather feare, leaſt it be for the pu- 
| uichment of your owne finnes. And it your 
hart offer to giue you, that you shalldoe great 
matters inthis Office; belciue it not; but rather 
lay it proſtrate before our Lord, with teare; be- 
ſceching himto keepe it [til], & rhat he permit 
you not to looſe the little, which hc hath giuen 
you, of the knowledge of himſelf. And it yer 
indeede , you mult execute any thing , let it 
\ not be till firſt, you have recommended it 
earneſtly to our lord ; and let it net be of rhat 
nature , ( through the difficulty thereof ) as 


oO 


your minde much ynquiernes; and inthe end, 
that the profitt will be vncertaine, Some other 


. * . bs | 
 feare,& care, in thoſe things, wich may ſceme 


that you mult probably thinke, it1s liketocolt | 


man may doe thoſe things, or els your feit, at 
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ſome other time, But now looke) you into your 
owne ſoule, conlider your wayes well, and di- 
rect your fravre rightly in them, And becauſe 
you haue little oyle im your lampe , an{weare them 
thus wha ſhall deſire oyle of you , Ne forte non 
ſufficiat nobis, & vobis, I can ſpare you none , for 
perhaps there 1s not enough , for vs both. And with 
this religious feare, euen in thoſe things which 
are good ; and with calling vpon our Lord ' 
from your hart , and with plying your ſtudy 
hard, you may perhaps goe "i this dan- | 
gerous paſlages, without harme, I beſcech 
Chriſt, by the meritt of his bloud , to grauut 
you chis Fayour. Amen. 
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A Letter of the Authour to 4 lady, wherein hetells 
her that of all theſe thinzs which 4 body might 
chooſe for the ſernice of God , the ſuffering for hu 
Lowe 15 the moſt high and ſafe. 


M Adam, In this ſo greate haſt which our 
LVL lifeis making to4eaue vs, it is but reaſon 
that we make election of that , which may be 
belt for our addrefle in the ſeruice of Chriſt our 


lord; and toput it in practiſe , with diligence, 


leaſt otherwiſe , we may haue cauſe torepent 
our ſelues, for not having beene faithfull (er- 
uantsto that lord, whoe hath beene fo faithfull 
tovs, and at whole hands wee expect that hee 
will be ſoe ſtill, There are many things 1n this 
life, wherevpon we may caſt our eyes ; {ince 
God hath giuen vs libertie : that ſoe we may 
lay hould either vpon this, or that. But amongſt 
ſoe many , whatshall wee chooſe? Shall it pa- 
raduenture be pleaſures , which paſſe away like 
[moake, and which leaues ten tymes as much 
affliction behinde them as they brought delight? 
Or shall it perhapps be the dung of riches, which 
is wont toblinde the eyesof the owners, and 
which makes the entrance into heauens gate, 
ſoe hard 2 Madam , there is noe looking to- 
wards any thinge of this life with hope thatit 
will make one happy, For though aman pofleſ- 
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(ed themall, they would ſerue him bur for an 
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affliction of ſpirit, and for an 1inp \ediment to to 
his proceediny ;andin fine, ut is vane of vani- 
'r68 1: and all vanitie, 

Havpy therefore 1s hee, who remoues his 
eyes, from that which makes ſuch haite to paſ- 
(caway and who placestnem vpon that, wich 
neuer ens , and where deiigat is pure , and 
true, wall + is taken in ww it ſelfe , which 
is God. AnJ where the treaſures are certaine, 
ſince they all conliſt in enioying hum , who 
alone, ſufficesro enrich bis ollelſors wich in- 
abi. beatitude. 

But now to the ſeruice , of this God, 
there are many ſecucrall wayes and ſome car- 
ry an affection to one, and {ome to another, 
eucry one according to his inclination. Some 
like the aCtiue lite , and others the contempla- 
twe. Some exccll 1 I abſtinence , others (ett vp 
their reſt ypon Chaſtirie. And ſoe wee fee, 
that diuers Saints haue flourished, with ſeue- 
rall yertues , and guifts of God, But Madam, | 
amongſt all he things of this world, wheedo 
our lord may bee pleaſed by vs, let vs make} 
choiſe of ſuffering for his loue : for this is both | 
moſt high , and moſt ſafe. And this did the 
Maiſter of tr uth, whoe is Chriſt our lord, teach 
vs, when coming into the world , he princi- 
vally exerciled himſelfein this, nd to this, he 
hath inuited vs, This is a pointe of ſecuritie, 
and not athinge made of duſt, or ſtrawe, For 
it 1s not of conformitie with our ſenſualli- | 
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tie, bur of contrarictic therevnto. And onely 


{auour well in our mouthes ; and he alone is 
{ufhcient LO make VS ENCOUNTET , and embra- | 
ce that , which of it ſeife 1s vnpleaſant , and | 
driucs me: from it, 


Whar did it fignifie that Moyſes ſceing a Exod.4 | 


lerpent before him, grew into feare and bh 
oanne to flyc : but thas wen , Who conlide- 
ciovg what tlicy ſuffer actually , or els forc- 
fleeing what they are to tuffer , are frighted, 

and would not onely ſuffer - but not loe 
much as (ce it. But God commaunded, that he 
Should returne to that , from wich he had 
fled, and not onely rerurne , towards it, but 
ro take it vp into his hand, And he, obeying 
the voice of God, founde in thoſe ' hands, 
noe more nov a ſerpent , to bite him , bur a 
{tafte ro ſupport him. Thus doth it dayly hap - 
pen to men , who in their aft]ictions oveying. 
che will of our lord who ſends them, and ta- 
king them into their hands , that 1s to ſay, 
taking hould of the collate i hich are offe- 
red, Juals accepting them with obedience, that 
chey hade noe ſuch diſcomfort , or difquier, 

as 1s wont to weary the ſoule wich complay- 
ning , butt comfort , and ſupport , Hel! 
ſtrength : Conhding , that ſince God lendes 
them tribulations , he will place himlſeite 
neere abour them , according to his .promiſe: 

and that he lodges bia loue in them , ſince he 


i Na ] | 
the loue of leſws, is able to make affliction | 
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creates them like his beloued children, and as | 
he hath treated as many freindes as cuer he hath 
had, in this world, 

T ous doth tribulation breede patience and patien- 
ce, is the proofe of that love, and faith , which 
we haue in Chriſt our lord, And this patience 
workes hope , becauſe God hath promiſed to 
make them particivate of his glory , whoe are 


—— 


— 


participant of his Croſſe. And thus doth tribula- 
tionturne into a {taye, and ftxffe tro our weake- 
nes , becauſe it makes vs confide in our lord 
more and more ; andit takes from vs that kinde 
of vaquietnes and complayning ; which , afft]i- 
tion , was formerly wont to giue vs, like a 
Kinde of ſeruanr. Be you therefore well aduiſed, 
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; God, and be not one of them ; whome the 
Apoltle S. Payle reprehends ſaying, It wasrea- 
{on that you should haue growne greate ſpiri- 
tuall Maiſters . after ſoe long a tyme, wherein 


> you had (erued God; and yet you til] continue 


but very babes , whoe haue neede of new in- 
ſtruction , in che principles of thoſe things 
which concerne God , and you are rather fitt 
toſucke milke , then to cate the breade with 
the cruſt , which is the foode of ſuch as are 
growne {tronge. 

Madam, you muſt conſider, that that ſchol- 
ler doth not pleaſe his Maiſter , who hauing 
beene taught a thing at many ſeuerall tymes, 1s 
[till asgrofle, andrude, as at the firſt, And that 


phifitian growes weary , who findes that he 
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giues noe helpe, through the patients fault, by 
{ome receipt of philick , which he hath mini- 


comtorts , and delights ; but that we should 
runn nimbly towardshim alchoughircould not 
be done, withour paſling the pikes : and that 
the fire of our loue muſt conſume whatſocuer 
Shall ſtand before vs : fince there is nothing 


which it imports vs {oe much to haue , as lone; 


And this love cannot receiue ſoc good a proofe, 
as by tribulation and paine, 

| Now whoſocuer loues Chriſt our lord, 
Should not delire to be without ſometryall, or 


| proof , whether indeede he loue him, yea, or 
[noe. And though that proofe may paine one 


much, yet it giues him c6fort , to perceiue, That 
God hath examined him with fyre, and that he hath 
not ſound wickednes in him; and that it made him 
not turne backe, from the enterpriſe which he 
had in hand, Agreat honour it is toſtand con- 
ſtant, in that which much troubles vs; and we 
| cannot yeild a ſeruice to God which pleaſes him 
| better , then when with a very walling hart, 
we be afflicted for his ſake : and when wee 
drinke that challice in his company, who drun- 
 keſo deepely of it, for vs. Vpon this you muſt 
place yout cy@, lince God is pleaſedto chooſe 
this meanes, whereby to bring you vp towards 
him. Doe not turne coward , in fighting the 
barrailes of the generous loue of the celeſtiall 
Kinge; nor hould you any tyme to be well im- 


ſtred often, And ſoe our lord isnot pleaſed, that 
wes$hould {till continue in taking the milke of 
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ployed, but that, wherein yon ſuffer ſomething, 
tor your beloned,, which alone , ought to glue | 
you comfort, and ground , tothinKke that you | 
loue our lord, For, as for other things, though 
yoh Should be raken vpto thethird heauen, you 
knowe not, whether you loue your ſelic the- 
rein, or him, For perhaps it is but the delight, 
in hauing that fulfilled which you debire : and 
nor purely , becauſe that is done, which is piea= 
ling to God, 
- oF 

And lince you are already dedicated to the 
louc of God, and are redeemed by him, ſee that 
you ftill be docing your duty exactly well, that 
foe likea good huſwife, you may appeare at the 
day of 1udgment all rich with loue ; and cuen 
cutinpleces in this warre, after the imitation of 
Chriſt our lord, who dycd in this batraile by 
the hands of love. Inuiting as many as loue him, 
to ſuffer of that which he ſuffered, and to anſ- 
were with loue to hisloue; and beingready to 
vive himſelfe, as an eternall reward , to them 
who paſle through theſe amorous afliftions for 
his fake : and your ladyship shail be one of then, 
by the greate mercie of him, who hath made 
election of you , for this purpoſe, 
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A Letter of the Authour, to a Cauallier his freind, 
” ? : - = | * 
who ws ſicke, and deſired to enter into Religion, | ; 
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The Authour shewes , that the carrying of the 
Crofle, n th: company of Chriſt our Lord 15 exer- 
ciſed beft in ſicknes, when 1t 15 borne with patience, 
He alſo defends the Fathers of the Society of Teſus, 
| aduiſins him alſo to eſteeme them, the rather , be- 
cauſe te bad beene inſtrutted by them. 


Oudoe well, in being contented to ſerue, 
b.'4 inthat houſe of our great Lord, inthe Uſ- 
fice of being jicke. For to palle from doe:ng , to 
ſuffering, isa 11gne, that Chriſt our lord aduaun- 
ces his{eruants, & raiſes them from belowe the 
ſtaircs,to attend aboue, Certainly, there is no- 
thing in this exile of ours, whichisſoe fitt for 


vs,as to carry the Croſſe in company of ourlord, 


 whodid {oe loue it, & who, tor loue, dyed vpon 


it, Now this is better exerciſed , in licknes, 
which 1s ſoc vnſauoury toflech aad bloud , and 
which canotcau(z yainglory inthe patiEt;then 
in health, how wellſocuer it be employed. 
Great werethe workes , which Chriſt our 
Lord performed in this mortalllite; but in his 
ſuffe rrmg, he exceeded them all, & all the world; 
That ſoe wee might vnderſtid, what theApoſt- 
le S, lames ſaith , Brethren, eſteeme it as a reaſon of 
ſupreme 10), to ſee your ſelues mm many afflitions, And 
the ſame Apoſtle ſaith, that the worke of pattence,1s 
perfect, Soe that, you mult be gratefull ro our 
lord, for hauing ſent you ficknefle; and if you 
beare this Croſſe, & burden well, he may perhaps 
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| more interiour, and irkeſome , and which he 
prouides tor ſuch alone, as are his neareſt 
treinds ; that ſo they may comforme themſel- 
ues to him, whoſe Croſſe was exticmely great, 
euen in that which was to be (ſcene; but incom- 
parably more extreame, in that part thereof, 
whica was inuilible, And though it may ſeeme 
to you, that God hath taken away your other 
| Offices or imployments , becauſe you gaue hin 
not a good account thereof; yet forbeare not 
to bethankefullto him, who hath ordered the 
| matter,as now wee ſee. For to be corrected by 
the hand of ſuch afather, and with ſoe great 
louc, puts ys ratherinto neede of humility, for 
the moderating of ourioy and comfort , then 
of patience, wherewith to endure the puniil- 
ment. 

But yet neuertheles , I am in ſome feare, 
that perhaps, you may not profit by this fea- 
uer of yours, For ſome beginners, are wonte 
ro gine liberty tothe ſoule, inthe infirmities of 
their body , though yet, they be not ſuch, as 
careaten daunger or death, It is a thing very 


contrary to reaſon, for a man to turne Phrjick:, 
into poyſon , and to take occalion of growing 
worſe, by that which was ſent a man by our 
Lord, to make him better, Call therefore vpon 
him, with your hart, and beſcech him, that {1n- 
ce he ſtrikes you, 1m the [trenzt' of your body, it 
may be,to make you goe morelightly towards 
him, with your ſoule, And foraſmuch as this 
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lickenes, is ſent yon, that your body, by the 
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payne thereof may pay for thatſinne which hath | 
| beene commitred by the ſame body ; you muſt 
not ſuffer it to be the occaſion of your incurring | 
new debts, ſince it was meant that it should | 
diſcharge the ould, 

You mult liue , with great refletion vpon 
your (elf : and giue noecredit to flesh and blood 
in all chat which ir shall deſire of you but offer 
ito the Croſſe of our lord, in the company of 
his awne holy fperit. And he, who was content | 
to let his Croſſe be ſided , by the Croſſes of two 


And ſince you cannot now Continue, your Cus 
{tome of meditation, or ſpirituall reading, as you 
would , yet faile not to be doeing ſomewhat, 
| the beſt you can, ſo that it be without cuidevt 
| diſaduartage to your health, For our lord is {oe 
' powerfull , and foe good , as that he giues 
 ſtrengthto ſuch as haue a mynde totake paines, 
And ſometimes , he beſtowes more fauour | 
 vpoh lick men in theyre beds, who cannot pray; 
' then vpon others , who ſpend many h. uresin 
that holy exerciſe And perhaps, he will vouch- 
ſafe this mercy to you, {ince it coſts him noe | 
more , then his very will. And I beſeech you, 
forthe loue of our lord, Vt non circumferarss omni |E ph. 4. 
vento doGFring, that you be not whirled about , with 
every wynde of dotrine, and that you eſteeme of 
| thoſe perſons, by whoſe meanes, our lord hath 
Shewed mercy on you, Imitating the man, who 
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opinion, which he entertained of that perſon, 


who had cured him of his continuall blindnes, 
He tooke that benefict, for a great roken of the 
goodnes of his Maiſter, when he ſayd, ſi peccator 
eſt neſcio, vni ſcio, quod cum cacus eſſem, modo videe, 
whether or noe, he be a ſinner, I cannot tell : but one 
thing I knowe , that I who was blinde, doe now ſee. 

And though he ſaid as we baxe had , yet he be- 
leined well, that his Maiſter, was aiult perſon, 


as may appeare by the holy onde of earmiints | 
| which he yſ{ed towards x Se Iewes , and belides 


by our lords making himſelf knowen to him, 
in the temple : in reward of thar faith which he 
defended, My ſelfe haue heard ſome things, 

which are ſaid by ſuch as oppoſe, and emulate 
thoſe Fathers, but I find nor yet , that any one 
of them is orounded vpon reaſon, neither doe I 
belciue, that there is any * bur yet I like well, 

chat yet when you defend them, it bee rather 
with mcekenes , and few wenk, then othep- 
wiſe. For our lord hath theſe chinges | in great 
recommandation ; and his pleaſure is, chit? they 
Should be carried ſweetely and with patience, 

I beſeech our Bleſſed lord, to remayney ith you, 

lince he dyed for you, 
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A Letter of the Author to a diſciple of his, He treates 
of the ſecurity , which isgreater when God 3s 
ſerned in the way of a fli&tion, then when, 
#nthe way of Conſolation, | 


[ Haue receiued ſome of your letters, & I haue | 
payed my thankes to our Lord, both for has | 
uing given you health , and his blefled help | 
withall, to be in fauour with him, continuing 
that good , which alreadie he had begun 1n | 
| you ; and ſoc you muſt conkide , that he will 
doe euen to the end, for is workes are perfeFt | 
This which he will doe for you, is a fauour of 
his , and noe merite of yours. Nor will heleaue | 
the care, and gouerment of you in your owne | 
hands; But he, for his glory , willtake the bu- 
lines of your {aluationto himſelfe, Now this he | 
doth as a moſt wiſe Phyfitian , ſometymes by | 
making much of you , ſoimetymes by shewing 

ſignes of diſguſt ; giuing you ſometymes , the 
light of comfort, and at other tymes the wor- 
me-wood of ſorrow ; Now hyding himl(eltc 
from you for the tryall of your faith, and then 
Shewing himſelfe to you , for the encreaſe the- 
reof, And by a thouſand other meanes which he 
knowes how td vſe , hee will giue you your 
ſoule ſaued, without , in a manner your per- 


ceiuing how you come by it, till you haue it, 
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m— 


Y 2 £79 


Did. Apes Mad 


——_— 


—— 


4 : —_— *» _—— 
, Wn | Dont > £- A SD 
he Ry << ,- " 
J <6 ® 
- 
"7 _ 
_ « 
s 


% 

k ; 

 ; 

+: 

þ .4 

1 

Ls 

» 

T 

i. 2 

+ 
F- 
1 
by 

148 
T4 


" JOSE 
A —_— 


_—_— _— 
- m_ 


_ » - 
—_— © —_— _ as 
Ce TT 
: - ” m— F 
Agr 2 4 . g 4 * &* Y 4 = 
: +  __ @(-©— —_ Rn —_ oo / 
_ > 
"7 - 


wy rs n - *» 4. ” 
Vid... 4 
"4 "—_—_ * = . - 
f ny PR 
3 Wh mm 4 
. = 
ET w__ _ 
_ © -_ 
== 5 08 a , 
_ me a» —_— > 
- _ h * b W 
g - , 
pe WW... "2. 3 
” T7 Fa 
- ” " _ — 
= - > 
-_ FI 
Sek en en. * Ee 


— — 


es 


SPIRITVALL. 


Ep. 43+ _ 


_— 


| by way of valewing your fclte the more, when 
you thinke your bulines goes well, oryet, on 
the other (ide, muſt you giue ſentence of con= 
demnation againſt your ſelte, conceiuing that 
all is already loſt, when you conceiue that you 
haue reaſon, to be diſguſted with your ſelf. The 
hartof man is wicked, and cannot be ſearched, 
and fifred, but by the wiſedome of God him- 
ſelte : and to him, and to his iudgment, you 
muſt remitt the ſentence concerning the cale 11 
which you ſtand. And you mult walke on,both 
with great confidence of his mercy , and with 
a religious feare , of his high maielty. Depart 
neyther to the right hand nor to the lett, Doc 
not belecue that there is any Sanctity at all, 
wherethereisany want of this chaſt, and holy 
feare, which makes a man grow hiible, ' or the= 
reby he knowes, that the good, which he hath, 
depends vpon another, and it makes him hang, 
as it were, vponthe eares of God, beſeeching 
him vvith continuall prayer , that though he 
may, without iniuſtice depriue him of the good 
he gaue him , yet that through his goodnes , 
he will nor doe it. | 

Nor muſt you beleiue any Spirit, which by 
meanes of any temptations, or Spirituall diſc6- 
torts , may; come to you : nor yetif any darke- 
nes or anguish , which may be conucyed into 
your ſoule , $hall pretend to diſmay you, or 
perſwade you to diſconfidence in our Lord, 
who loues you. But tell that Spirir, that if it had 


wished you to dil; confide in your ſelfe, it should 
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| bur meere weaknes. But , 1n ſaying thar you | 


| 


4 ; y— 
haue had all reaſon, becauſc you arc nothing, 


mult not hope for ſafety at his hands whois the 
common fſaluation of all the world : tell him he 
lyes, and therein youshall bat ſay a truth. 

C hriſt our Lord loues you more then you 
can thinke :onely it is fitt ſomety mes, that he 
hide it from you. Forperhaps, if you knew ir, 
you might fall into a greater occafton, and dan» 
ger of vanity , then the ſuſpition you haue of 
your not being beloued by him, may be of your 
deſpayre;for without doubt they are fewer who 


can cnloy proſperity , without any mixture of | 


vanity , orinordinate delight, in the {weet mea- 
tes which are giuen them: then there are, who 

can beare, the bitternes of tribulation, without 

deſpaire. C6ceiue you thereforethat our Lord, 

keepes you ſafe, in the hauen of {ccurity,v nder 
the Sharp rocke of tribulation: to the end you 
may not putrity, with too much {ivectnes: but 
be preſerued by the bitternes of myrb, And at. 
this, you are not to betroubled. For of your ſelf 
you should make election of that, which will 
be good for you in Eternity,rather then of that, 
which may afford you ſome little remporall 
guſt. Yea and cuen in ſpirituall conſolations, 
we reap not ſomety mes ſoe muchprofict, as we 
doe delight, Nor will you bedemaunded at the 
laſt day, what comforts you shall haue enioyed: 
but what diſcomforts, you haue ſuffered, with- 


| 


out fayling, eyther in point of faith,or loze And 
belejue you, that God recciues that for {eruice 
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red by his love, and not that which a man how 


| enioy, For if to be regaled by Almighty God 


| Andas farr alſohe is, from liking them, who 


| 


| intereſt, which shined like ſoe much fine gould, 


cence, when ſuchrthinges cometo you as caule | 


which being contrary to your ſenſuality, abd. 
ſelte will, youdid yer accept, as being conque- 


ſenſuall ſocucr he might be, would be glad to 


vere to doe true {eruice to his diuine Maielty, 
he would not haue ſoe few ſeruants : lincethere | 
are {oe many, who by this way, & that way, and | 
euery way are ({eeking comforts. But they yn- 

derſtand not, how farre it is from God, to be | 
able ro abſtainefrom comforting his aftlicted, 


and deiected ſeruants , when it is beſt for them, 


taking of theire eyes, from his rormenting Croſſe, 
lend them in ſearch after Comforts as concei- 


tt. 


uing that the more they haue thereof, the more | 


beloued , and more happy they are. Andrhey | 
ncuer conlider, hoy poore they shall be found, | 
at thatday, when God will ffte ieru/alem with the 
lizhtof Lampes, & whe he will call vs to account, 
whether we loue him from the profoundeſt part | 
of our hearts, and our (clues for him, & in him, | 
and through him : or els whether we haue lo- j 
ued him for our {elues, & to our owne yle.And | 
then will many of thoſe workes appeare tohaue | 
beene carnall, & infected with, ſelfe loue, and 


intheireycs who performed them, You are the- 
refore more ſecure from intereſt , or compla-| 
bitternes, But thE let the loue of God alone, per- 
{wade you to endure then, till heprouide other-! 
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wiſe.la whom you muſt haue ſo much ſtrengrh | 
of the holy Ghoſt , as may make you abound in 
charity, and peace, and toy : treading your pal- | 
ftons vnder foot, and hauing your ſoule, euen 
all enbalmed with grace, Yet when you hall >e 
| inioy , doe not entoy it for your ſelte: but em- 
ploy it with greater ſtrength , vpon himwho 
gaue it: fetching alſo reaſon fromthence, why 
| itshould makeyour loueencreaſle. 

I beſeech that Lord, who remembred you 
when you forgot him , to give {trength varo 
your inward man that ſoe you may know how, 
| ro adore, obey , and louc him and that he will 

ſend his holy Spirit into your heart , that it 
| may guide you into that land of Eternall 
light, Amen, 
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1 Letter of the Authour, to a Religious woman , 4 
{pi utuall child of bu» He shewes that 18 15 noe aſju- 
red fiene of disfauour , for God to eftraunge | 
himſelf ſomettmes: &> that our ſafety depends 
more vpon hy goodnes , then our deſerts : 
and be perſuades ber to haue 
confidence in Ged, 


Haue recciued many of your letters ſince I] 
l ſaw you laſt. And in ſome of them, you tould 
mee , that your ſoule was troubled: and in| 
others, that our lord had begunne to giue you | 
comfort, Yea, and I thinke you ſayd, in ſome} 
one of them, that the peace, and comfort whicn | 
formerly you had receiued, was entirely retour- | 
ned, I anſiveared none of thoſe letters , eyther | 
becauſe my ſ{inncs hindered mee, from the gra- 
ce of giuing you comfort; or els becauſe I knew | 
you had ſuthctent cophdence in mee, without | 
reccluing my anſ{weares, But nouy at laſt, I re-| 
cciue a letter from you, whereby youtell mee, 
that you are as much afflicted, as cyer, if it} 
be not rather more ; and you deſire mee to| 
write, 4 

I am inpaine, through your paine , and this, | 
hath moued mee , to entreate , that for the loue 
of Chriſt leſs crucikied , you {u7er not your | 
ſelfe to be blinded by that darknes, which ſu- | 


perflaity of ſadnes, is wont to drawe ouer our 


a... 
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| | tion may be of as much daunger toyou as you | 


- =_ 
—_— 


| | foule cunnes hazard , to depart from God : bur 
' | in the latter thoughir ſuffer payne, yer that very | 


| Andify ou ay, charthe great weight of diſcom- | 


| | much oftener, and by allaults of : oreater dann 
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foules, but remember, how faichilult'; that lord 
is, to whom you have offered yourſlelfe, And, 
that itis an vſual rhing with his infinit wiſdome, 
to faue the ſoules of his ſeruants , by meanes | 
winch they cannot reach to vnderſtand; hiding” 
his loue from them ſometimes : and -shewing 
them a countenance of {ome rigour;and all this, 
{ not becauſe he 1s cruell, bat our of pure, ond 
perfect mercye. Becauſe he know es that our in- 
firmityes are better cured, whgn wee are layd 
vader the {courge oferibulliul: then when we 
are carryed yp in the bands of proſperity and | 
comfort. 

Youtell methat deſolation wherein you are, | 
ſcemes very bitter to you, and that you cannot | 
beare the ri: gour of that angry face of our lord, 
which you iay he shewes to you, and rl1ac —— 
ſence alſoe from him, wherein you live, Bur ] 
tell you, my good litter , that though cribula- 


— 


—— 


declare: yet the ſtate of comfort , is ſtill ſubie@ | 
to as much. Nay, proſperity , 1s much moretobe 
| feared , then adverſity. For in the former , the 


| payne it ſelfe, incites one todrawe nearer to hit, 


fort, doth (ometimes put the ſoule in daunger of 
linning through imparience , you ſay nothing 
but truth. Bury yet you muſtknowe wirhall, thar 


| ger , the ſoule 1s al into daunger by the 


| 


—— 
— <_— — —c 


WE fy * - x a 
g , - ot tT pay LA . D 7 _ ” 2 
CY "1 4 v T & 's 
4 þ t.1 _ be. . - - 
on W——_ © - ” . - cw _— - 
a 75” wat ACA RG” 9 _ . 
-l 
X _— _ ; 
- - pe V. 
E __ Hon. = = 


> S$PIRITVALL Ep.dd. | 
ſ{weetnes of guſt, 

Remember the Apoſtle ſaint Paule , who 
through the grace of him who was crucifyed, 
lid eſiceme ic for olory , to ſuffer the aftli- 
+» ©r.7 Cttons of the Croſſe, And though he were en- 

wironed by warrs without , and feares within : 

yet his ſoule was ſafely kept, as in a hauen 
ek ſecure, But ſoc great was the daunger 
| which herann by the faire and cleare weather 
of conſolations and rexelations; that if God had 
not permitred him, ro be ſeized vpon by the 
tempelt, both of taward, and outward troubles, 
which layd ſuch load vpon his neck, as made 
him {toope , that great Saint might have beene 
in daunger , through the occafion of comfort, 
| whom foe many diſcomforts could not once 
.Cor,12] pluck done. By this mcanes, the bititey , was 
the cure of the ſweete ; and the Anvel of Satan, | 
wasthe occaſion of benefit to him , to whom 
that great communication of Almighty God, 
mighc haue beene the occalton of falling ; if 
through humane frailty , he had pufted vp him- 
ſelte. 

If now this might haue happened to that 
veſſel of elefion : andifit were neceſlary for him 
to ſuffer, that ſoc he might bee freed from the 
daungers of comfort; how can you meruaile, if 
God haue watered your toy with teares : if your 
harpe be ſet to ſad tunes ; and if thoſe ſweet 
4/9918. | communications, which you had before with } 
Almiglity God, be turned into ſuch an vnſa-| 
uom'y devarturefrom him, His eyes, arc; able wv 
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yours cannot, And hce 


diſterne , that , which 
knowes full well . 
yours, which would not perhapys , be ableto. 


happs he may ſee, that you arc ilxely to (uftcr 
decay of health by the excelie, of the {weetnes, 
of that diuine -uſ which I caue you : Or 
elſe, that you eſteemed more of your lelfe 
thea yu did of others, who vwaut theſe com- 


| forts : Or els in fine, it may haue happened, 


for any one of many SAT faults , which may 


|hauc taken hould of the imperfection of your 


hart, & which cannot be throughly litted by 
any . but by that God alone, who made it. 
Yeaand if you should not be, in _ nece(- 
ity , of this Kind of philick (becauſe, though 
our lord should comfort you till, yer perhapps 
[you were not, to fall into theſe inconuenien- 
(ces) yet there: arc many other reaſons, why our 
lord may thinke fir to treate his ſcruants, after 


| 
[| this manner. All which, are grounded vpon his 
i[loue tovs; thoug 


oh 1n the blind cye of flesh and. 
'bloud, they may ſeeme to grow from disfauour, 

'You know, it is a common ſaying , He who 
lones thee wal make thee cry. And the holy {cr1- 
pture Gith , that 4 wound , giuen by 4 Grind, 15 bet= 
ter then the natheaith kiſſe af an enemy, And be- 


{ letue you for certaine , that our lord loues you, 


and therefore doth he treare you after this man- 
ner, For it is written , our lord punnisbes whome 
owes ,and be corrects ſuch a one, as he receines for 
bis ſoone. 


the vanity of that hart of 


| endure the weizhr of diuine rauours, Orels per- | 
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And as in formet times, God ſent molt ni- 
deous Martyrdomes to his beloued feruants, 
by the hands of baſe and bloudy exccutioners, 
ingaging them in bitter warrs , that atterward 
he might honour them with pretious crownes; 
ſoe now, when thoſe exteriour Martyrdomes 
are ceaſed, he (&des others which bee interiour, 
And theſe ( howſoeuer they are not viſible ) be 
yet as great, or greater, then thoſe, For then, 
men tormented them , and God gaue them 
comfort; and by the ſtrength of this Omnipo- 
tent God thoſe torments were ouerwrought, 
and maiſtered, which were inflicted on them, by 
| weake men, But now , he who diſcomforts , is 
our Lord, who hides himfelfe; and the Deuils, 
like cruell exccutioners , doe by a thouſand 
' deuices , torment the minde, which is farr 
| more ſenltble , then the body. And from that 
'rorment, doth many times redound, a torment 
cucnto the very body it ſelfe, And ſoe the w ho- 
le man, both within and without, is Jayd ypon 
the diſcomforts of a Creſſe. And he fighes, and} 
grones, and askes ſuccour of our Lord, And 
our Lord,the while,makes himſelfe deafe, and 
is more hidde fromthe ſoulethen if there were 
ſeauen wals , betweene him andir. Yea and it 
doth alſoe exprefly feele , that our Lord hath 
abſented himſelfe from it; and that, not onely 
in the way of not docing it any fauour , butra- 
ther expreſly ſeeming , to disfauour it, As hel 
| proceeded with the Cananean , when , at the 


| firſt, hedid but forbeare to anſweare , bur af-| 
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terward , he compared her to adog, 

That indeed is an hower, of mighty anguish, 
when the ſoule findes noe repole,in any thing, 
ro which it can apply it ſelfe, As when a man 
is drowning, in a profound ſea, without fin- 
ding ſoe much, as any littlerelt for the feete, 
Or like one, who is bound faſt,hand and foor, 
and would faineriſe vp, but knoyves not on- 
ce how to ſtirr, For as he, who is highly com- 


torted by Almighty God,cannot be diſcomfor- | 


ted, by any paine, or torment, ſoe can nothing 


comfort him,whois diſcomforted by Almigh- 
ty God, And yet muſt theſe ſeruants, goe atter 
their lord ; through ſuch a deſart as this, which 
is euen avery image of death, and by ſuch dark- 


place of reſt. 

This Martyrdome I ſay , muſt be endured, 
for loue of the Spouſe, by that ſoule, which deli- 
res to carry, the Embleme of Lone in her hart; and 
am6glt theſe thornes ſhee muſt make her neſt, 
it chee will be conforme to her Head, who was 


crowned with thornes, And theſe draughts 


| muſt shee ſwallow downe; & into theſe ſwea- 


tes mult ſhee bee caſt who reſolues to keepe 
that Lord company, who, being in fierce ago- 
ny ypon that holy 7 barsday at night,did ſwea- 
te drops of blood, from his whole body, in te- 


ſtimony , that bis ſoule, was truly [ad , even to1he | 


very death. 
Did you thinke perhapps , that it was ſome 
dainty and delightfull thing, to ſerue Chriſt 


— 


nes, and diſtreſle, they mult paſle on, to the | 
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our Lord 2 or tnat you vndertooke ſome tri- 
fling bulines , when you began to place 
your loue on him 2 They who fight the bat- 
tailes of loue, mu? dye dayly , as S. Pane did. 
An they null bee cuen cruell, againſt them- 
ſciucs , ( as a man who were car eleile of ſoc 
many baſe and broken _ ) to theend, that 
they may neucr faile of fidelity to the Chad 
of our Lord, Which Loue , was neuer con1- 
plyed with well by any, who was eyther ne- 
2i:zent, or inconfident, For the former of theſe 
two, ſcekes his owne Rezals , whereas it were 
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his part, to ſecke the contentment of his be- 
loued, And the latter, faints in his loue, becau- 
{ſe he cannot beleiue that he is beloued; But 
Faith being ioyned to Obedience , frees vs from 
ſuch miſcheiues as theſe; making vs belciue 
that God loues vs, and then molt, when he 
molt hides his loue from vs; and when helſece- 
mes to be moſt rigourous , and cruell towardes 
vs. For the condition, and property of rue 


| {x:th, is to beleine not onely vpon thoſe ſignes, 


and pawnes, which may be oiven ; butas well, 
without them ; and not onely wichoad them, 
but cuen againit them. And herein, it doth but 
reſemble euery other vertne , which then de- 
clares beſt of what {ſtrength and beauty it is, 
when it is put on, by the feweſt nelpes ; ind 
when it 1s encountered, by the greater impe- 
diments, | 
Thar is true [owe , which loues a perſon, 
who euen deſerues not to bee beloued. And 
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that is true Patience , which ſuffers imperti- | 
nences , and endures wrongs. And thendoth 
Chaſtity , deſerue a rich, and gallant crowne of 
glory , when in deſpight of ſeuerall tempra- 
tions , it ſ{tandes fait. And foe , you mult 
 learne to know, the true yalew of true faith, 
which beleines and puts - confidence , in 
the truth , and goodnes of God , againſt 
that diſtrult, or deſpaire , which humane rea- 
ſon , or the ſenſes of fleſh and bloud, might 
pretend to cauſe, By this Fauh , wee ſee 
that which is inuiſible , how deepe ſocuer 
it be hidd, And euen through the midit of 
theſe pikes , which are the disfavours of | 
| God , ( the ſharpe a_ CO we tecle 
ſticking in vs ) wee yer err, and paſle on, 
into that moſt retired ſecret of the hart of | 
our Lord ; and there wee finde, that indeed 
he loues vs , though hee ſhew ys lignes, 
which looke as if they proceeded from dif- 
afteftion, And then ſoe wee eſteeme, and vie 
| them, as wee ought , when we take rhem for 
the tryal of our Fairs; and for the exerciſe of 
| our Loxe ; and for the encreaſe of our Crowne; 
| | 20d for matter , whereypon our Obedience to 
God, muſt worcke, 
| It you beleive mee not , I pray you 
tell me, how $hall the chaſt woeman be tryed, 
but by contradictions, and combates againſt 
Chaltity ? And how $hall your Faith be tryed, 
but by receiuing theſe tokens of disfauour, 
which pretend to depriue you of confidence, 
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Be nor croubled , to finde that your Spouſe 
'is thus reſolued , to make tryall of your ft- 
delity to him, For this is a yery vſuall thing 
| berweene Sp:njes ; and the fruite thereof ves 
to be, but an encreaſe of lure; wich it is not 
fit to keepe idle ; forin our employment, and 
exErciſe thereof , doth our lite and treaſure 
coalite, And now God made choice of you, 


iniced you would exerciſc it well, it mult be 
by louing him, though you feelc not your ſelfe 
| robe beloucd by him, and by following him, 

whome you gpnceiue to be flying from you, 
For he who loues not but onely when hee 
| ' finds himſelfe to ygbeloued, is indeed noe true 
louer | but his reſF&s, runn all rowards him- 
fſelfe. And heereby it will appeare , whether 
you be that true Cananean or noc, if when you 
heare hard language, and becaſt of by our lord; 

' you doe yet importune him; and if following 
him, who flyes fromyou; .and humbling your 
ſcif to him, who treats you noe better, then ſo- 
me baſe, v1 nreaſonable creature , you doe yet 


| 


proceede to loue him, as lincerely, and purely, 


as if you taſted of great delights, and Regalos, 
at his hands. Forinthe end; hee will anſwea- 


re you thus , O weeman , ereate is thy fauh , let 


| that be done hich thou deſi we” 
Bur inthe meane time be you reſolute , 
continuing faithfull ; and fay to him with & by 


whole hart, O Lord I will lone thee, thouvh thou 


5boulaelt nook "Hi Me, I will ſeek E thee , 


a looke 
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chearfully 
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to diſcharge this office towardes him. And if 
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earfuil) wwards thee , though thou jlye from me, 
Let me loue thee ſiull : vpon that condition, doe with 
me what chou wilt, By this meanes, the disfauours 
of our lord, snall be conuerted , into the exer- 
| ciſe of true lexe: and herein you are tO remaine 
more contented ; then you are to be inpaine, 
for being disfauoured, Nor $hall you onely 
plea(c our lord by this meanes, but more ouer 
you will obtaine a crowne in heauen , which 


will be {traungely greate, For by the meaſure of 


your d:/comforts, chat »obe of elory, 1sto beecut 
out, wherewith you mult be veſted, in heauen: 
and from the ſeede of teares,, we muſt gather the shea- 
wes of toy. And we are not to be crowned , for 


hauing beene in deuotion, and conſolacioas but 


for hauing beene ( as it v. ere ) threshed with 
variety * temptations , and for hauing beene 
content, with ahe talte of {uch gall , as carried 
the very image of hell with it, and of the tor- | 


weldathereof: and for bearing all theſe things, 
with an equall minde , and for belctuing that 
they are light, and few , in compariſon of that 
ſnperexcellent werght of glory f which is to be reuea- 
rd in them , who shall be humbled, ard morti- 


tyed after this manner. And wee muſt thinke 
our ſelues happy , in being obedient to rhe or- 


which giues vs guſt, but inthe contrary alfoe, 
For otherwiſe, w hae wonder iis it, to lee the 
ſponſe, obey her fellow ſponſe , in that, which g1- 


Ucs contentment to her ſelfe "0 for that, 


| 


dinance of our lord God , not onely, in that | 


there 1 is noe greate nee: le of | «e: fortl the reſpect | 
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| ſince he obeyed his Father, for her ſake, in caſes 


| hee will be ſquared out by another rule, then 


of proper intereſt is able to breed ſuch obedience 
as that, Nor doe I know, with what eyes, Chriſt 
our lord will looke vpon ſuch a ſpouſe as that: 


of ſoc extreame affliction, ſaying : Let 1t be, not as 
I wil, but as thou wilt. Whereas shec faich- uſt 
the contrary; Not 45 thou wilt, but as 1 _ for 


her head was : and will needs make 1he well of 
God, which 1s eternally g oo0d, to be crooked, 
thatir may conforme it ſelfe to ber will; which 
ſeekes nor that which istruly good for her, and 
which eternally is to be foe , but that which 
ſcemes likely, d give her, ſome little temporall 
delight. 

Awake O Virgin, out of that ſleepe, wherein 
youare : for it is broad day, Take the sbeildef 
Faith , ſince God hath armed you withit, and 
drive: away theſe dilmayes, Mrening) that you 
are beloued, though you be nor recaled by onr | 
lord. And turne your complaint backe vpon 
yourſelf ſince a little preſent disfauour, is of 
more power, towards the drawing you Jdovinel! 
then the many fauours, which are paſt, to keepe 
you faſt on foot, You now, doc 1uſt the con-! 
trary,of what you Should. For whereas it were 
reaſon , that in this time of tribulation, you | 
chould remember your comforts of former tl 
mes : beleiuing , that the trouble which now 
you haue, is but to trye , what proportion of 
truſt , you | repoſe i in God : You doe yet callir; 
Into queſtion , whether his loue were true to, 


4 
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you then, or noe : belciuing rather in the sheyy, 
and leafe, then in the ſubſtance, and roote, OY 
You haue noe iuſt cauſe to be diſmayed, | 

| though you bee afflicted, For our lord is nat go- 
| UC from you : but he went away , with a mea- 
ning onely to ſtande by , atid to ſee how you 
carried yourſelfe, like a mother who hides her= 
(elfe behind a hanging , to obſerue, and heare, 
waat her chiide fayth , and doth : whillt he 
-hinkes that he hath lot her, but then $hortly | 
;hce ſteps outand makes much of hin, | 
If you fearc, that he hath forſaken you, and | 

| 
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21yuen youa bull of ſeparation , for the faults, and 
|| i2norances , into which you may haue fallen, 
you are much deceiued. For in farr greater falls 
then thoſe , his courſe hath beene to comfort | Terem. 
ſoules, by ſaying, Thou halt commitnted fornication | ** | 
with many loueits ; but yet retourne tome, and I will 
receine thee, 

Though God like well , that his ſecuants 
$|5hould know, and weigh the faults, into which 
they fall ; yet it is not his pleaſure , that they 
;hoald be diſmayed , or too exccſſtuely aftli- 
(ed by them. Nay he eſteemes this, to be of mo- 
re difſeruice tohim, then the very fall it ſelfe, 
Neither is ic alſoe his pleaſure , that a finne 
which is as little as a graine of (cede, should be 
|| malebyys, as bigg as an Elephant, and much | 
|| Jelle , that we should make that to be a linne, 
|| wich indeed is none, Soe that it you haue not 
KF! fallen into finne, and yer will needs be troubled, 
| 25if you had, you offend avainſt his truth, And 
_- - © 
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buffers. Butit is his mercye, which 15 your re- 


| and not, as a meere day labourer, Confidein 


'fyou hadfallen, you should offend againit lus 
mercye, by not belciuing, that he hati pardoned 
you, You offend alſce againlt his fu: by [uſpe- 
Cting , that he hath forgotten you. Aud laſtly, 


you offend againſt the Crcjjes , which he hath 


& ; | || 
ſenttoyou , eſteeming them to be meſſengers, 


and lignes of wrath , whereas indeed, they are 
effects of his goodnes, 
Take thereforethe courace, now art lalt, to 
{ally out, from the owne narrow thought ns 
belciue of God, accordingto his goodnes  as1t 
1mports his honour, that you Should doe, And 
live norftill, in ſuch blindnes , as to meaſure 
the larve hand of God, by thc rules of your) 
0:vnc poore woetn!l hart, Nor concciue you, 
that now he willbe arigorous iudge, W ho, at 
others times, and in vour greatelt occaltons, 
hath becne, a moſt indulgent Father to you, 
It was not you vpon whome he looked, 
when he pardoned you , and called you; but 
he regarded his owne b{-od, which he thedd, 
N-r doth he now, ſtand hanging vpon your 
handes , as ifheloued you , for them ; but you 
are placed , and written in 16, as he ſayth , by 
his Prophet i/ay. And in thoſe handes, he loues 
you ; and with thoſe handes he guards you, 
cuen then , when y ou thinke he giues you 


Þ 


medye , and ſafety, and noe meritt of your 
owne, You are a Daughter , and you are to 
polleſle heauen , by way of inheritance, 
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\ God; and giue him glory , in that he lodges 
his eyes, vpon ſoc ynworthy a thing as you; | 
and tor that he purpoſes , to exalt foe baſe a | 
creature, to ſuchhcight of glory, And know , 
tat he hath noe neede of anything, in you; 
and that if he delire anything , it is, but that 
you may offer him thar {acrifice of praiſe for 
your owne good, confc{l1ng him to be your | 
| oratious pardonaer and your pltecous YA yer VP, 
 trom your falls; and your Crutmneli who neucr | 
l-epes when there is queitio , eythcr ot docing | 
701 fauours , or of drawing 2994 out of your { 
| (1n225 , and your moſt wile condutlynr , who 
carries , and ſaues you , by ſuch pathes, as 
ſeeme, inthecye of your ignorauncera de yery 
farr abour, or rathcr quite out of the way, And | 4 
all this, he doth , through his owne goodnes | * 
ane, confidering what hwſelfe is, v/ hich. ; 
carries a orcater weight towards your ſalua- | 
ton, then your wickednes doth, towards your 
condemnation; and you arc boundrto beleiue | 
that oc it 15. And it mult notſceme [traunge | 
toyou,that the -reater, ſurmounts the le{jc ; and 
[the Crearowr , the cre4iure, Bur let it {tand for | 
the laſt conclution , that as noe goodnes in 
you , was the cauſe, wity God loued , and) 
Ul-d youto his ſcruice; ſoc will he take care, | 
at your wickednes, and weakenes, fhall nor | 
linder the courſe of thoſe mercies which he | 
[W'clolucs ro ſhew you, for alleternity, Conti- 
ney your Communions; and,l beſcech Our Lord 
Oo ve them his benediction, For my part, I 
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| like well thereof; and vpon the dayes which þ| 

| | e 
are {ett downe , communicate, from timeto * 
| d God will gi enzth, thatiz Þ 
time; and God will gjue you ſtrength, thatit # 
may doe you no hurt : for he hath noe quarrel | 
ro you. I beg that he may be your Loke , ſince | 
he is your Lower, 
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A Letter to 4 Lady, who w.ts 4 Relizions Woman | 
and m great affhttron, He shewes how trowb.es | 
are the proefe of Faith, and Lou, in the ſernants| | | 


f Gd, and how confident they ouvht to be of his| 
dwuine Maiiſty , in the midaeſt of their treubits, | | 


red thankes to our Lord, for hauing giucy, 
you a f1gne, that your vocation came from his | 


| 
| 
| 
| A $ ſoonc asIreceiued your letter, I ofic || | 
| 
| 
| 


hand, and this figne is, that you hauc (uttere@: | / 

| tribulation, You mult not bealittle gladd c! I's 

| chis, fince our Lord loues you. Nor yet mult or 

{ you be flacke, {tnce you are in the middelt of | rd 

; many dangers ; but carry your eye towards ls 
| 1. 6, 

| him, who hath called you with fo great louc. | © 

1 . | * h | Y 

You mult alfoc haue a ſtronge harte , For ie | ng 


called you not with intention to giue you ou 

in the middeſt of your iourney ; but to guide 
you vnder the protection of his owne wing), 
till he may haue conducted you to heauct, 
where you ſhall ſec his face, Let not the faiti 
of Chriſt our Lord, nor the loue you owe hit 
|[ileepe inyou; for he neuer ſleepes when the! 
is queſtion of docing you any good, | 
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whome he loues, to try if they alſoe louehim, 
1n their afflictions, and if they confide in him 
In their dangers : That Spouſe is not worthy of 
 thakes, who loucs her fellow ſpouſe, but onely 
| when he is preſent with her; not doth it coſt 
{ him much to confide in him when she findes 
| herſelte regaled by him. But the matter is, that 
when he abſents himſelfe from her , yea and 
when he ſcemes to haue forgotten her , she 
| mult louc him ſoe much the better,as he ts fur- 
| cher abſent from her, and confide in him ſoc 
| Much the more ; as she hath tewer exteriour 
{12nes of his fauour. 
It is enough for you, my good lifter , to | 
| haue knowne already by experience, how lo- 
| ung our Lord hath beene to you ; by his ha- 
| Uing drawne you tothe knowledge of himſelf, 
And be you, not crauing new teltimonies of 
his Loue, but making your ſelfe ſure cnough 
thereof ,and be not troubled though he cor- 
| retyou; and though it ſeeme, as if he eſtraun- 
| ged himſelfe from you and forgott you; but 
' rather ſay thus ; Hee hath a minde 10 srye we, and 
not to oppreſje mee. You muft lone our Lord, 
| though he corre you, you muſt cofidein bum, 
| though you feele noe comfort from him. Secke 
| him, though he hide himſelfe ; ſuffer him not 
[to reſt, till you haue waked him, and till he 
confelle that you are fairhfull in his abſence, 


| 
| 


with ſoe much aduantage , as that when you 


Theſc arerokens waich he vſes to ſend, to | 


And thus you ſhall finde him returne to you, | 
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Iohn, 


Num 1; 


entoye his preſence againe , you will eſteeme | 
your former al AiQions well im ploycd. 

Procure greate COUrage, herewita to fut- 
ter; for after tac rate of your ſorrows , hall | 
your comforts be, Bee not alouer of your ſel-| 


loc you ſhall be ſure to finde your ſelte. And if 
once you would bur truſt God home; and it 


once you would ofter your ſelfe to hin; with | 
j 


true lone there could nothing happen wha 


would _ you, All bitter froſen aftlictions | 


proceede but from diſtruſt in God. And tor 
this Our Lord {aid, [it =257" 6108 hNarls be tronbics 4, 


peace, and quietnes to the hart. 
There 1s noe one thinge,, which isſoc ne- 
cellary tor you, towards the making you abic 
to arriue at the end of thatdayes worke , Whe- 
rein God hath placed you, a5 to confide in him 
with loue, Our lord hath many prootes to 
make of you, and many tribulations jhal] 


ouercome themall. Doc but remember how 
the children of !{raell , when they were iſſued 
out of the land of Egy pt, by the meanes of ſoc 
many miracles, and were paſſing through ſoc 
many aflictions , before they arriued at that 
land, which our lncd had promiſed them, ſaid 
| thus: , The people which p: Jl fie this land , 1s rs 
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te, but be a louer of God; looſe your ſelte, and | 


and doe not frare, You beleine in God, beleine alfee} 
'n mee, Soe that faith and lone 1s the caulc of | 


growe where you looke leaſt for them; but if 
you ſtand armed with farb and love, you (hall 


and frenper then wee; they hane mightie Cuties whoſe 


] 


] 
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wtils dove enen thy earen the ike we rannot outer come 
| ſuc a {tvut nation as this: to What end die wee 

WALISILLL ſel ay Von fl)rs journey ? And t thou: oh {ome 
amonalt thein, whoe had tau, did CNCoOurage 

the relt, by ſaying that ſince God was of thei ' 
| Ide, they thould caliiy be able ro ouercome, as 
hey had done till then : |) LINATE pY euailed ſoc 
 farre, as that they offended our "Y thereby, 


l and chrouzh thcir lictle confide! Dome loit | 


' the land, and God UCeroyec "Wa he deicrt, 
| hour {uttcring them to entoye that , fo 
| which they had Rbourcth and wv hich bind 
had promiſed. Let vs rake warning, my good 

iſter , by the danger of others : and lett vs 
know , that our lord hath guit, in ſuch as tcat 
his, and | 10pCc In his mercic; and 1s ended 
with ſuch, 23 doc not ſoc. Kiake iv hoc drewe 
you our of the captiuity of Egypt , when he 
Inſpired your bart with a defire of being his: 

2nd nec Ieaies you {till , through this deſert, 
which is foe impl leafaney where ſomerymes 
you want the bread of doctrine, for lacxe of 
{ſuch, as might breake it to you : other tymes 
you want company which may ſpeake of ſpi- 

ricual] things, that ſoc your way might be ma- 

ce to ſceme the $shotter; At other tymes you 
want the .trces of other recreation , which 
might ciue you ſhade : and in i{tecde of theſc 
| odities, you haue athouſand diſcomforts. 
| Now temptations riſe, againſt you from with- 
in: and then from without; now from {tran- 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
[ 
| 
| 
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gers, and then from domeſtic ks. But yer attend | 
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SPIRITVALL Ep.45. | 
you onely to your bulines, for he vho did that! 


for you, which was more, can neuer faile to 
doe that for you, whichis lejje. He who made | 
| you a ficind, of ancnemy, will better keepe 

you now, when you are his freind. He who 

| did not abandon you , when you fled from 

him, will much lelle fly how from you , when 
| | you follow him. 

| | Who is he that can ſay, with any truth, 

that: God did not helpe him if he weredefired? 

| See you haue noe feareo you ſeruant of Chriſt, 

10 any thing which may happen to you ; but 

| conade in him, who Loucd you oe well,as to 

| dye for you, Iris truc that you haue but one, 
who protects you, but thatone, is of mncn | 
more power , then all they whoe contradict 
| you. Doc not thinke, of how greatthe giants, 
and how {tronge the Cittics are, which you 
mult encounter, tor it is not you, who mult 
[__ fizht. But hold you your peace , 44d our lord wall 
'+*| fizht for you. Doc nor fly from the warre , nor 
| abandon your ſelfe, az one who were oucrco- 
| me : and ſoe you shall ſee the fauonr of our Lord t'= 
| wards you, For in this warre, he onely looſes 
the battaille, who quitts the feild.It is true that 
you are weake ; butzn that weakenes of yours , God 
w:ll shew his ſtrength, It is true that you know 
not much , but God himſelſe will be your gui- 
de. By your miſcries, God will make his met- 
cies appeare, Whoe are you , that you ſhoul| 
| beable to paſſe through ſuch dithculties ? but | 
P/e.r.| yet ſay with Danid , In the ſlrensth of my God . 1 
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| will leape OKLY A wal!, V/ſho are you that yOu 
ould be able to fight? bur yer ſay with him 
| at gainc, [ hoveh thr wlanth SH? ould c avail me,y i P/. 26. 
| ny Jart shall not feare, Beietue, my £ o00d filter, 
' that ho.v winch the harder cis baboeds: 15 "Fa | 
you, {oe much the caſyer 1 15 1t for Almighty 
| God. And thereforc you muit hauc great oi 
| truſt in reſpect of your OW ne weakcnes - bur | 
| great confilence withail , in God's [trengthi, 
| Infallibly hc will crowneyou, if you continue 
in his loue , and it you conhde, that by his gra- 
| Ce you ſhall obtainetiat Crowne, 

Forget not this promiſe of Chrift our lord, 
111m Wye confeſſes mee hr” men , that man wall | 
| confeſſe beſr1e my father who is m heanen ; but him 
| who denyes mee befoie men , that man will I alſuc 
4 mv heſore my father oe is in hearen, Can you 
thinke, that one is to eſteeme that for afflic- 
| tion, which he endures for the conteilion of 

Ckritt our lord ; ſince itis to haue foe high a 
reward, as that, with ſoc much honour, he thall | 
| be avon cd by him at theday of iud2mcnt , be= : 
fore his father ? : Happy is that Clfordown happy 225M 
chat diſhonour,and poucrry,to which Ge high 
| an honour doch ſucceede. WW hat kinde of io) c 
(will it be for you, O my goolt hilter, to heare 
thele wordes from the cel of Chriſt our 
{lord himſclte, and that in preſence of the whole l 
| world, Come you bleſſed of my father and poſſi ſſeſſe the | ara, | 
kinzdome which is prepared for you, What will it] 25. 
bee, when the angells {hall thus linge, to her, 
| who hath beenea faithfull ſeruant, of that | CE- 
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| 248 EPIBITYVALE - Epi! 
| |leitiall King , Come O ſpouje of Coriſt , 1ecerne 14 
* | cramne wm var Lord bath prepared for eeg ant 

| tat mot (or one ay but for all eternite What will 
| the ſpouſes of Chriſt our Lord concciue, when 
| hauing patied througi the fea of this lite, anc 
their enemies who difturbed vs , remayning 
drowned therein , they thall finge thus with Wi 14 
great ioye , for hauing runne through this | | 
dangerouz world, without being oucrwhel- | | 
| P/!, med bythe vices thereof, [ve ſuare rs briken anc 
| "> we are a-lincred , OnY hupe is in the name of on! 
| 1d, What a day will that be , when that 
| true 2:17, the virgin of virgins, thall goc be- 
tore with her Timbrell , which is her ſacred | 
7 body, pray{ing God both in body and ſoule: | 
| 2nd Hagcng thus. Come megnye Onr Lord WH) 
mee, aud (wit vs exalt Is name wwimutuall ſacietu 
WHO one another. 

Happy are you, if you be found faithful] | 
| to tae 5p.sſe whoe choſe you. Happy arc} 5 
you, it you haue the courave to cait away. | 
that which is preſent vnder the mo!t certaiue 
promiſe of Chriſt our Lord, for taat whicn 
{1s future. Beconhdent, my good tifter, in ta- [ 
king hiz word ; for you are not the firſt to 
whome he hath palled it, and fulhiled it; nei- 
ther ſhall you be the with whome that word k 
ſhall want cftec&t, He gaue his word to S, Kathe- | 
rine, S. Agnes, $, Barbara , and S, Lucy , and 
to innumerable other Lady virgins ; and 
| tell me now , how completcly he hath per- ING) 
formed it. Thev had the courage to deſpiſe, 
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| the poore preſent world : and you fete that now, 
| they raigne with God, They lived heere 1n trou- | 
jog a; they are nowe 1n the eternitie of repo- 
Through how many combarrs did they pal- 

| i , and they novy entoye the eucriaſting crow- 
| nes of their conqueſts. Lacy fied from þ ,1[es of 
theearth, and they brought the king, of heauen, 

| ro bein loue with them, 


Ii they had followed thetrace of this world, 

| their cel:2hrhad bene alrcady palled : and their 
| M21Nories ivouid haue bene forgotten, Bur they 
jo ued that, which was croruall , and therefore 
Lic "Bk Shall not dye : ad chtle memory | 
E chal not decay, They were written in the boo- 
bs of God ; and therefore neither water nor | 
winde, nor fyre nor tynye . Can make them 
waſte ; For that booke 1s INCOrTuptiDIe and | 
{oc inthe name which is written 3N 1t 
| You mutt therefore Procureto haue a ſtron- 4 
(ge heart towards God, who is your {aluation, | 
[2nd doe not thinke that he {cells keauen deere | 
[to you, for you baue not yer shed your bloud 
{tor him , as thoke others shed theirs, Our 
lord treates you, like a weake creature ; and 
you Should be auned to haue given him ſuch 
cauſe, It you had had more faith , and conh- | 
| denice in him, and more loue to (alles for him, 
| 2evould haue procured you more afMiicions; 
| th the end that you might liaue purchaſed ri- 
cher Crownes. Doe not content your lelfe 
| It Po little, con{1dering how great. 
your reward s' al] bee : : and how much Chriſt l 
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 childe R and be will ſay, O how heauy it werghe«? 


———_ _— Wy I RIIrooemer re + we ee men 


our Lord fuftered tor you. He gaue his life 
for you , and he was deepely tormentcd and | 
leſpi (cd, Sow then come you thus to com- 
plainc of the rouch of aflye 2 doe out Joue, and 

you +. i defire to ſuffer, Let your loue be Jou-| 
bled , and you willſufter ſorrowes which are 
oubicd, Tic loue of our lord, makes ſuch as | 
poiicile 1 it, more greedy of ſuffering, rhen the | 
louc of ones ſelfe, of repoſiny, It makes that 


. any burden w cighes light, tor loue 1s ſtronger | 


then death. Hc who loues not, groanes vndet | 
the burden, like ſome laſy beaſt ; but he who 


louifancs. ar = It 2" him not 


ro feeie the weight cuen of his owne body, 
Bor of »hbarſocoer els they can lay von it. 
It is not my good filtcr, that the aftlictions 
which wee ſutier are greater ; bur that our | 
loue 15 little, The eight of a pound 1s noe 


4 


Creat weight; bur yet lay It ypon {ome little 


Whereas if aman tooke ir vp, hewould ſcarce 
fceie ir, And foe take you it, for a ligne, that | 
it you loue little your afMictions will weigh 
heauy ypon you ; but if you loue much you 

Viil ſcarce allowe ph to be atftlictions, For 
you will be ſoc incbriated with loue, that no- | 
thin? can be able to diſtract-you, from the taſte | 
t hereof You will finde a good {auour in the | 
very ſuffering , it ſelte ; "and you will draw 
walter , out of we rocke , and hoxy ont of the ſiony 


hills. 


Doe but loue, ,and vou ſhall not hs ſubie& to 


fl; 
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afflictions , but you ſhall be Superiour rothem, | 
as their Lady, and youthall praiſe him who 
deliuers you fromthem. 1trthey threaten you 
with death , you will bid it welcome ; that ſoe | 
you may entoy tine lift, Tt with baniſhment, you 
will ſay , That you eſteeme your [elfe banished whe- k 
| reſoener you are , till yeu may arriue to ſee the face 
(of God : And hat it imports yer little , whether 
you gor to heaven , from this , or that part of the 
| earth; And that , if you haue God m your Com- 
pany , whereſuener you are , you shall be happy; | 
and if not , your owne corntry will giue you miſery 
enovgh, Tf you {ce yourlelfe contemned , ſay, | 
| Chriſt our Lord 1s my honour and he honours mee: let 
the world deſpiſe mee , ſve hee value mee. | 

Doe not aftlict your ſelfe, about the ne- 
cefſitie which you may ſultaine of preſent 
things : for of your telte you muſt deſpiſe 


A. : 


{ 


A AI 


O 
them , through the defire which you haue 


| | 
| to live in conformitie with Chriſt our 
| Lord , whoe made himſelte a poore man 
| for you. 

What 1s there in the world , which 
ought to fright you 2 1f the loue of Chriſt | 
| our Lord haue wounded you , you will trea- | 
| de the deuill ynder foote ; you will deſpiſe | | 
iis threates ; and you will paſle with cou- 

rage , through all your enemies, Pur your 
truſt in him , who loues his louers, There 
| is nothing which you will not beable todoe, | 
| in him. Goe and buy whatſocuer you want, i 
of him, though he aske you all this werld for | 
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ic; and icc that you be not tounde without 
| jrne lone of him, though it ſhould coſt you 
| your lite, He -s 4 hidden treaſure, but he win fins | 
| | des bn, (tlic all to buy him, Forin him alone, he 
ftindes | ſole more rich, then with the ſmulti- 


} 


' Ede of all other things. 
And now if it concerne ever y One of vs to | 
| Jouc 1m, how much more doth it lay 8 rat | | 
| ihe doe it, yw home he hath choſen for his [porſe, | 
| Tribe ecommc: the jernant to fearc his Maſter ; and | 
the (1910 to honour hjs tat2er , but the ſpouſe, | 
| to Jouc her fellow ſpouſe, See you loueour lord, 
| and take noereſt till he have oraunted youthis 
|  Quitt, Loue him with reucrence , cor thats 
tie kinde of lone, which helikes, Eſteeme not 
 himthelcfle, becauſe he communicates him- 
ſeite to you; but wonder , how foe greatc 
| | an altitude as his , can ſtoope to ſuch a pro- | 
 tounde butines as yours, It is the propertie of | 
1 natured and iil mannered ſcruants to raleal] 
their Maiiters at a lefle rate for vouchſatfeing 
ro deſcend and become familier with them, 
\chen if they had liued which tizem likelords; 
| But they whoe liue in true light elteeme that 
lord foe much the more , a5 he doth morc 
vouchfafe to diminith himſelfe. 

| | Thetrue loue of Chriſt our lord catries this 
badge with it, in token that 1t 1; indcede of 
| him: That as irapprehends , and highly cſ{tce- 
mes the goodnes of God, focit alfoc appre- 
hends, ol profoundly Silleemes, the WIC- 
kednes of man, Tuereforc loue , adove and | 
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ſerue our lord, with oye :but yet retoyce with tre- 
bling. Nota trebling as of aſlaue, inthe mid- 
deſt of tormets , but as of atrue, & tender har- 
ted childe, who highly feares to giue any diſ- 
guſt to her father, how little it ſocuer may be. 
Of your ſelfe you can doe none of theſe | 
' things ; but if you humble your hart in the 
acknowledgment of your owne miſcries , if 
| you preſent your ſelte often in prayer, before | 
 Chritt our lord, if you lodge him in your breſt 
by the Communion ; if you heare him ſpeaketo | 
you in your ſpirituall reading, and in fine if you 
' will but giuc him leaue to helpeyou, youare 
to haue confidence , that by little & litle he 
; will be healing your ſoule , notwithſtanding 
all the harſh encounters which may occurre. 
| Doe not {tart out of his hads,though the cure 
put youto paine; for, in fine, hee will worke 
thecure atthe fitteſt tyme, And for the afflic- 
tions which he ſends you, & the delights whe- 
reof he depriues you, he will gtue you his owne 
molt plentifull delight ; which ſhall inebriate 
you, as if it were with ſome ſwelling river ; and 
you ſhall be infull Toy, for all eternitie, without 
the want of any good,and without thefeare of 
loofing what you haue. You ſhall there finde 
your ſelfe to be highly well content, & paid; 
and more felicity ſhall be imparted to you, then 
your ſelfe could tell how to delire, Which fe- 
licity is not a creature but a Creatour himſelfe | 
of all things ; that true God whoe liues & rat- 
| gnes for the eternity of all eternittes. Amen. | 
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A Letter of the Author to a diſciple of his | 
Who Was growne 4 wo He 


Shewes that exteriout 4 


Fions muſt be deſired Fol 


the ſerure and loue 


of God. 


On" EI 


— 


R Ight Reverend Father , 1 haue receiued 
your letter , which hath W rought in me the 
ſame Mee. with thoſe others which formerly 
I bad from you; Namely rendering of thankes to 
our lord, for the guifts which he hath beſtowed 
vpon you , according to the teſtimony which 
your words give, of that which dwells in your 
heart, It wrought alſo great confufion in me, to 


| 


| {ce you call me the Mailer , and Father , of him, 
to whomelI should thinke it a great fanonl of 
our lord, ifI could deſerueto be a Sonne , and a 
Diſciple, And eſpecially I was confounded , 

and put to paine, to heare you ſay in the end of 
your letter, that you would haue ywritten toi; 
| many, if it had not beene for the Decorum, which 
you thought your {elf bound to keepe , of an 
Andutour , and a Scholler, This 1s not a courſe 

wherein you muſt proceed with me; for there is 
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onely becauſe deſire, to ſerue and profitt you, 
And if you treat me in this manner , you wall 
make me heare, and hold my peace. 

I know net, if 1 wrote not to you the other 
day, of an ccrous! which I haue diſcouered in 
Gene, who yet holdchemſclues tobe {pirituall, 
And tt 1s, that they defpiſe , the COL POT all aftli- 
ctions, and troubles , which are vndertaken, 
Or the loue of our ed IfI wrote to you there- 
of, there wilbe nothing loſt , though I ſay it 
ouer azaine z and if not | It 1s even the I 
write It, 

Since, tharlight of our eyes, Chriſt our lord, 
lincd in this wood: vader {oe many aMiQions, 
and died with (oe many torments, his Grnety 
remaine {oe hungry , of ſuffering (ſomewhat, 
chat it exceedes the appetite wherewith men of 
this world , runne after eaſe. And not onely are 


they =o] co ſuffer aftliction, when it comes | 


vpon them, (and much more that kind of aftli- 


ion , which may be neceſſary to them forthe 


moyding of tinne ) butthey ſeeke it our , by all 
the wayes they can, and be they make vroofe 
thereby , of the loue they beare to Chrilt our 
lord, Gilg tibw he was in ſoe much pai- 
ne by the afflictions which he eadurced, for the 
loue of vs, 

For, as the faint and tepid kind of man, 
would of hiniſelfe be glad to ſuffer noe afMli- 
tions, but yet he beares them with patience 
when they come, leaſt otherwiſe he may offend 
Otir ur lor 1. ; foe the feruent louer of Teſus Chriſt, 
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would faine takenoceaſcart all; and if perforce 
he mult take any, heendures it, but with patien- 
ce , becaule ſoe Chriſt our lord, doth com- | * 
maund, In ſuch ſort that as he who is bur ſlack, 
in the ſeruice of God , hath delight and cafe 
in his delire, and takes aTiction but with pa- 
tience , {oe the true Chriſtian is bur paticut to 
ſee himlclf at eaſe, and hath affliction , in his 
delire, | 
This growes from the ſpiritt of Chritt our 
lord; and whenthis isperfect in a {oule, it wor- | 
kesthar, which ic wrought in him ; which was 
| a louc of affliction for ys, the better to shezy vs 


his louc, And thereypon it allo followes, that C: 
when men would comfort one who is but (lack | t 
and negligent , vpon the arriuall of any aftli- th 
 &ion, they mult doe ir iult ſoc , as they would | w 
comfort a good Chriſtian, when he happensto | }} | do 
bein repote andeaſe, Forthe one of them ſut- | ic 
fers calc which heloues not, and iuſt ſoe , is at- | the 
fliction ſufterred by the other, Now this 1s part | Cati 
of that, which Chriſt ourlord delivered, when | I} ; wh 


he commaunded ys , to take vp the Croſſe, if we 
meant to be his a1ſciplec, I ſay It 15 A part thereof: 


| : ' tor the other, and chiefe part whereof this Croſſe | 

{ i | conliſtes, isthe mortification, and death of our 
\ | ſelf conceyr, and will ; and of our paſſions and 

| ; powers, 

tl This is that old man, who muſt die, as Chriſt 


our lord died ypon the Croſſe , what is this old 
man? the body, which is paſſible and morral; 
andthar otherinward man, whereof I haue ſpo- | 
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| Ken before, muſt beallodead in vs, 
But although this be the cheite part of car- 

rying the Crofſe , we mult not pur away that 
other part, howlſoeuer it belefle principall then | 
this. And though S Paul ſay, Exercitatio corpo= Timoth 
115 ad modicum wilts eſt, yet the ſeruant of Chrilt | 

our lord, will not leaue to pleale him, enen in | 

the leaſt chings which can be thought. And | 
leaſt we should fall into errour , the ſame Apo- | | 
{tle ſaith el[where. Caſttzo corpus men <5 in ſernt- i wart 
twtem yedigo I conceive not that he ſaid this, be- | | 
caule he was tempted with the flesh, as fome vnder- | 

{tand the dificulty whereof he complaynes; bur | 
that he would punish and ſoecure himſelfe, by 
way of preſeruatiue , vling this exerciſe of his 
| body , leaſt his mind might otherwiſe grow 
\ ſick. Andelſwherche ſaith, when he recountes | 
| theafflictions which he endured, Scmper mortifi- | | 
| Cationem leſu Chriſti in corpore noſtro circumferentes, , | 
where hee calles that the mortification of Chriſt: 
| which isthe very Croſſe of corporall afflictions, | 
| In another place he ſaith alſo, Qu Coriſtt ſunt, (\P/ab. 5.) 
| carnem ſuam crucifixerunt, And if he had meant | 
this onely , of cructfns the affeGions, it had ſut- 
| iced to ſay , Cum vitits £7 coneupiſcentis, bur by | | 
| laying carnem, it proues, that he meant afflict1rons | 
| of the body. 24 

| This heexplicates very well, in his Epiſtle SEPT. 
to the Corinthians where, amongſt other things, | 
wherein men were to exerciſe themſelues, he 
 reckens vp.corporall afflictions, namely faſting 
and watching , {othat the whole man, mult 
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| ynder- -goc the r./e, fince © hriſt our lord, died ! 
vponit, "ED muſt dye, by the compaſſion 

and memory of Cariſt crucihe{ , and by the. 

| mortification of the ould man , as hath beene | 

faid: andthe b:dy allo muſt dye, vpoa rhe Creſſe 

of corporall atflictions, that ſoe the who! e man, | 
may be confor metro Chriſt our lord, as heis In 
raine, and milery ; fince heerearter , he is to be 
conforme co him, as heis in glory, 

I hauc faid chusmuch , that you may take a | 
(canthiog, ofthole forces, which God hath gi- 
uen you , and that foe you may 1m; 1; *y rem, | 

vpon docing, and ſufterring , all yout £4, And 
this , not onely conlidering that it 199y ba ac- | 
reſſedro {ome other good intentio 2n, huteucn| 
{though it be for noe other reaſon, let ir be done, | 
tO the end that you may be in conf; Mrmity with 
| Chriſt our lord as he was afflicted; and not vpon | 
neceſſity , but for loue, And thoug' ney ther 
chehairecloarh , aorhard bel, nor ſuchthinges' | | 
as thele, howlocuer. they be vſed for the loue: [6 
| Ff Chriſt our lord, should ſauce vs, / ſol enim | 
Crux Chriſt: ,eſt ſaluifica ) yer at leaſt Jett vs vie; | 
| | 
| 


——_—_———— ——___2RQ_ ©. 
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them 1n imitation ofthat extreme pouerty , and 
Sharpe affliction which Chriſt our lord endu- 
red, in being crucified , which conſideration, 
vw il not be liehly llcemed by vs, if we be not 

| w 01y voyd of the loue, we owe him. Gor 
| enim magna tft ſequi dominums And thus much of 
this matter, | | 
There were two othcr points, of which | | 
(thonght to haue written, but t there 1 is noc tin} |} 
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| tor them now. I willnote them downe, leaſt T1 

; Should forgert them : ypon condition that you | 
| write me word, what there is to be amended in 


' this letter. 


| | 
| QORCRURURERURY RULER QUATRYRERY | 


{ 


| A Letter of the Authour to a Lord of 
| great qualiry , who Was ſecke ,and | 

very fearfull of death. Heteaches | 
| him how he 1s to carry 


himelf. 1-4 


[ Haue received your lord-ships letter, I haue 
readit, and I haue vnderftood it; andI hope, 
our lord hath mercy for you in ſtore, For it is | 
noe great wonder, that his greatnes should doe | 
' fauour to one who deſerues it not; ſincehe hath 
| Coneit ſoc often), to ſuch as haue deſerued the | 
| exprefle contrary, I am not ſorry a whitt , that | | 


| your lord-ship is affrayed of death; for although | | : 


this feare beathing paynefull, there 1s noe hurt 
| for a man to apprehend it; and many times 1t 1s / 
ſent by ourlord;ro theend, that, by the fpurre 
of feare, we may bee yrged on todoethat, which 
wee will notdoe, for the ſpurre of loue, And he 
as being a father of mercy , vſefull co guide | 
thoſe affaires, in ſuch an admirable manner ; as 
that, both ſeare, and hope, may helpe vstoride || 
that way , which itis neceſlary, for him topre- 
Z 4 1.3 
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| pare , 2ad to make playne ; and in fine thus 
care , ferues for many good purpoſes, and tis 
- | aurtfull for none. | 

[ defire, that your lordshipp , would com- 
maund that xn, to bee built, where your pa- | 
ges are to bee lodged, Asalſo, thatyou would | 
defrey the coſt of thoſe armes, and horſe, whe- | 
rewith thoſe townes of yours are charged, I | 
wish more ouer, that you would not cauſe any | 


360 


nt. 
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ſumptuous cloathes, or furniture, or ſuch like ( 
| things to bee prouidednow, Betides it you re-} 
| ciember any thing which you may haue wonne| $ 
ill at play , which either is not reſtored, or els} } 
not loſt againe tothe ſame partyes, I aduiſe you| | d 
ro make reſtitution thereof, And , foraſmuch| t; 
as the men, who are Lords of ſtates, as your q 
Lordship is, are not able to reach tothe know- 
ledge of all the wrongs which may bee done to. b 
others by you , noe nor yet your ſeruants la 
| (throughtheire negligence ) I could wish, you| m 
| wouldcommaund it ro bee published, in all the; it 


| Churches of your ſtate , that whoſocuer had 
recetued any wrong by you, should declare the | 
ſame, and that ſatisfation should be giuen him. | 
 Andyoushalldoe well, to appointthe Prior of : 
Saint Dominique , and the Paſtor of your| 
l Church where you dwell, and ſome man lear- 

j ned in the lawes ; who knowes the affaires of 


it | your ſtate , to heare , and (ce what were fict to Pp 
q bee done. Some particular cauſes your Lord- hi 
l | Shipshall doe well to heare your ſelf, ( though en 

| __ [| it should be of ſome trouble to you ) that fo no 
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they may not ſay elswhere, that this c courſe puts | 
you to more payne, then it doth, I defire by all 
neanes, that all this may bee done; for it Fre 
| | fo meeto be a firt remedy of all thoſe wrongs, 
| | which may concerne your neighbours, & now, 

| It1saseaſy rodoe it well as it villbe hard, ifit be | 
CEO al aber this life. Let it be noe impedi- 

ment to this, that the world may chaunce not to 
likeit; fincehe , whoe reſpects the pleaſure of 
God, will caſely deſpiſe, that ofthe world. 

As tor that perſon, with whome your lord- 
Shi willed mee to ſpeake , I haue not done it | 
yet: for, I hauenow kept my bed ten or twelue | 
dayes together. But yeſterday, Iroſe, andI will 
take great care to doe what you c6maund very 
| $hortly : and youshall knowe what I inde, 

Since you went from hence , our lord hath | 
beenepleaſcd to giue mee amuch more particu- | 
lar care to recommend you into the hands of his 

| mercy, I did not _ , vnderſtand the cauſe, 
it islike to be this that there is more neede the- 
reof, Be it what it will, your lordship is to ani- | 
mate your ſelf with new courage , to offer 
your ſelf vpto the will ofour loxd: like one who | 
performes ſeruiceto his father whois ſomegreat 
man , v home hee loues much: your lordship | 
was not borne for your ſelf, but for God. For | 
euen before you were borne, you were already | 
purchaſed by Ieſus Chriſt, who bought vs, with 

himſelf ( a price of ine{timable valewe ) to 85e 
end that wee , who liue, might as S. Paul ſayeth, 

notline to onr-ſulues, but to bim. Whois hee , that 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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' will pretend roremayne his owne, now that he 


die: and wee are to doe it, that wee may live, | 


to beloſt:; and was content to looſe his life,that 


———_——_ 


(ces him(elfto haue beene bought, by Almighty 
God , and by theprice of God himlelt? 

There are men, who offer themſelues to the 
loſle of their liues in ſome warr for {light cau- 
(es : and shall vee be foe deſtitute of courage : 
as not to giue our- {clues to God? He gaue him- 
{elf for vs , into the hands of thoſe baſe execu- 
tloners : and shall not wee aduenture to putt | 
our-ſclues into his? He did it, that he might 


I would not haue your lord{hipp to be ni- 
gardly herein , but make now this account, 
There is a God; and forthat miſery, which he 
hath endured for mee ; and for thoſe {inne; 
which he hath forgiuen mee , and for tnole 
bleſhings which he hath youchſafed mee ; I. 
owe my {clf to him, three thouſand ttmes ouer, 
If hitherto I have not giuen him, the entire do- 
minion ouer my felt, I am forry tor it, From 
this inſtant 1 giue my ſelf free ; and without 
any impediment, or obligation otherwiſe; that 
he may rreate me wholy, according to his will; 
and that mine, may ſubmitt it ſelf , to his, as 
wellin the doeing of any thing which he com- 
maundes, by his holy lawe: as in the ſuffering} 
of any affliction, which he 5hall either conti- 
nue, or add to mee, Where can I be kept bet- 


_— 


ter, then in the hands of God , into which1} 


putt my ſelf? fince he ſuffers not his creatures | 


I might be enabled to doe this. He would not 


— ls 


i 
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aske it of mce, if he did not like it : and he 
would not rn pleaſure 1 in itt, if he did not 
detfireit, For it is not a proceeding for God to 


vie, rodchire vs to giue him that , which he 
hath noe mind to recciue, any more, thenit is 
his cultome, tocommau ad that wee - aske,and 
yet he forbeare to giue, And ſince he hath no- 
tified his deare willto vs, wherewith he detires 
our good, and conſequently that wee may bee 
his: Hier vy ; not doubt to belciue, but thar he, 
(whois fo carefull to demaund, and he wie 
demaunds with the menace of hell, if it be 
not graunted, and with promiſe of he king- 
dome of heanen ifit be ) will notbe flackein 
receiuing that very thing , which he de- 
maynds. 
Let it notſeemeto your Lordship, that the 


| [innes gf your former life, ought to diuert you, 


from this amorous embracement of Almi oghry 


[God : lince he ſtands crying out to a linner, 


with his armes allopen, and fince he doth fo, 
before the {inner calles on him. For thus he 
ſaith, Fornicata es cum amatoribus multis , tamen 
reueriere ad me, C ego ſuſcipiam te, Thou haſt com- 


| mitted Gonicatinn with many louers: : but yet Teturne 


to mee, and [ will receine thee, 


ſeeking his loſt sheepe, nor the fal koner in pro- 


much 1 loy. 


| Ifay this, becauſe by what I conceiue of 


The $hepheard will not eaſily be weary 1n | 


curing to recouer his hauke; and when he ftn- 
des her, he takes her: andreturnes home, with | 
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your lordship, you are endewed with a greater 
meaſure of the k now.edoe of your ſelf, then of the 
know!edre of God: andtherefore, that you will be. 
moreſubic ro feare, then to bope, and lone, ] 
 wishyou not to retract che ill opinton you haue 
of your ſelfe : confeile , and beleive , rhat you 
haue cauſe: and doe nor-ſceke to remoue your 
fcare, with falſe hopes , and lyes : to diminish 
your miſeryes , by that mcanes. This would 
not indeed proue any diminution, but anaddi- 
tion of one miſcheif, vpon the backe of another, 
[andrhelarter, would be worſe then the former; 
and an impediment , in ſteed of a remedy : ſince 
God neuer graunts his pardon and mercy, but 
to ſuch a one, as vnderſtands his owne nnleric. 
Bur beleiue, that as wee are more wicked, 
then wee can arriueto knowe : {ce is God more 
good, then wee can poſlibly 1magine, Another 
kind of hart hath he, then wee conccuue, and 
eſpecially in pardoning : which men knowe 
very ill how to doe, becauſe they knowe not 
| well how to loue. And from hence it growes, | 
that they are not able to reach , to that height | 
of mercy, which God vouchſates to ſinners, For 
25 they know nothing by experience of them- 
ſelues, bur anger, againſt ſuch as offendthem 
(and if they pardon, there yet remaynesa thou- 
ſand reliques of the diſguſt, and withall a great 
cooling of theyreloue ) therfore doe they 1udge 
of God, as rey would doe of rhem{clues; and 
if they ſay with theyre mouths, that there is dif- 


li. 


«th. Ahh. Mii. Mi tro mh CO PIrnrn— SH 


EEE — 
nd. AM 


< - = 
- A 


OO ne I CO — 


ference betweene God and man . and that they 


— A — 
—_ ——_—_——————— 


: CS CO EEE —_— ——_—__CC__——_ 
i. PEI —_— 


"EPISTLES 


forgiue as well as they can, yet theyr harts doe 
notbeatero the ſame time, When your lordships 
ſonnes shall bee more growne , and shall haue 
given you {ome diſguſts;you will haue had ſome 
ſent, andraſlte of this, | 
Tae father doth not vnloue the ſonne , al- 
chough that ſonne make him angry; bur he cor- 
| rectes him, and ſtill carries the hart of a father 
cowards him. And ſoeis ourlord wont to pro- 
ceede; and whenſocuer the {inner hath a mind 
corcturne to him, he refuſes not toreceiue him 
taco his paternall hart, | 
| Yeaandeuen when he retournes not, he is 
deſiring that he would retourne : and all his 
finnes are not ableto quench this deſire in him, 
fort his love isthat which ſtill exceeds. 

Now wee gayne this loue, and this retreate, 
1a to the hart of God, by him, whois the Me- 
diarour berweene God, and men Teſws Chriſt our 
lord. Who being the naturall ſonne, did gayne 
the adoption of ſonnes for ys : and that God 
Should haue the hart of a father rowardsyvs, his 
ſonnes ; whenſocuer wee would diſpoſe our 
{clues to entoy this benefitt, by meancs of per- 
nance, and the Sacraments. This loue, is asthe 
roote, from whence it proceedes, that Almigh- 
ty God is content to expect vs, to Call vs, to re= 
ceiue ys, to pardon vs, and to ſauce vs. For if 
wee conlider well, the hart, and loue, where- 
with this fauour is done vs; it will enamour vs, 
and oblige vs more to him, then the fauour ir 
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 Qtill Burne with a lively flame ; a his ſoc 


! would be a,wonderfull thing , if this Kind of 


God doth foe much loue man, as through the 


nuchloue he beares him, and notwichſtanding | 


the greatoffences which man committes againſt 
aim, he yet doth not take this loue from \ him; 
aor dothic cuer make him ſay, I will lone ſuch s 
one nce more, though be come to mee agayne :l will 
at ſeehe nm out , nor wiil I ſend to entreate him ; 
thai he may Re to mybouſe, He {aith noc ſuch 
ring as this, But that perſeuering loue, doth 


very clearely , that as theſe great waters of his 
torments, could not ſoc quench them, as to 
make him forbeare to dye for vs : ſoc neither 
can the much greater waters of our finnes , ex= 
tinguish this enflamed charity of God cowards 
vs. Bur it remaynes cuer conquerour, bothin 
his paynes , and in our offences : ſu! ering 
there , and forgiuing hecre. Hee who Shall 
wonder at this , will haue reaſon, For it 


loue were shewed, euen from an inferiour, 
to a ſuperiour ; or at the moſt , from but an 
equall , to an equall, Butt now , this loue 
from God to man, is more then wonderfull, 
And yet, on the other {1de, he w ho hall nor 
belciue it , in reſpect that it is ſo ſtraunge a 
thing , putts a great affront ypon Almighty 
God, ince he beleiues ic not , becaule it is ſoc 
wonderfull a w orke, 

Whereas , on the other {:de it is as cleare 
way whereby to knowe the workes of Got); 
if they be ſoe great, as to make {uch wonder, 
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|workes are alſo to beſoe. And if the reſte of 
his workes be wonderfull , theſe of his loue, 
are wonderfull in the higheſt degree : foraſ- 
much as they ſpring . out of his goodnes : inthe 
manifeſtation whereof , he takes moredelight, 
and glory , and vſcs it more, then in the mani- 
feltation of the other attributes, As the Pro- 
pher Dauid ſaith , Diſerationes er ſuper omnia 
opera ers, His mercyes are ouer all 1s workes. 
How ill therefore are they 
fuſe to beleive that which God doth , becauſe 


it. is much ; and who refuſe to expecte , and 
hope, becauſe that which he promiſes is much: 


God, by the foe $hort meaſure of theyre owne 
poore vnderſtanding. 

The woeman of Samaria , cannot arriue to 
kaowe , how Chriſt our lord can come by any 
| water : and muchlelle, hoyy he can beſtow any 
ſuch water, 4s that whoſoeuer dranke thereef should 
thirſt noe more, But our lord faith, that the wore 
man knowes not the gwift of God , nor who it is 
that aduiſes ber tofaith , and penance : and who 


hart, And ſoe, there are ſtill , men ſoe co- 
wardly , and weake in faith, that they cannot 
| belceiue any thing of God, bur oncly in confor- 
mity with theyre owne poorenes. Placeing 
theyre eyes vpon theyre little ſtrength , and 
theyre little deſcrt : and ſo like beaſts of earth 
they creepe vpon theearth, and riſe noe higher, 


as know them, For if bebe wonderfull , his 


aduiſed , who re- | 


comparing , and parallelling the great acts of | 


is ready to infuſe the holy Ghoſt , into her | 


[ohn. 
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But he that lookes vpon God; whogiues vs 
his ſonne, who is his loue, and who {weetnes 
God tow axde vs; and in Ha he is ſoe high- 
ly content, and in whome his diuine eyes take 
delight, how can he doubt, of that hart, but 
that it will bee fauourable to vs, when wee call 
vpon it, with pennance;zand pitifull1 in ali thoſe 
necellities, which may occurre to vs, He the- 
refore he knowes this, and delires it as he 
ought , may well hope, that he fihall haue it: 


OP ach hauing that, he hathall good ; and 


Will hauc nothing to feare, 25 that {laue muſt 
doc who wantes booe. 
Make therefore haſte, to loue this Lord, 

who loues you {foe much; nad hath conld 
youſo well, Andif eueryou had a dehire to re- 
forme your ſelf, and to follow our Lord yet 
cloſcr, beſure that you renew it, and encreaſe 
it now. For our Lord commaunded twice, 
that his people ſhould bee circumciſed. Once 
when he enioyned Abraham, to doe it; and the 
ſecond time, when he brought loſue into the land 
of promiſe, The fir {t, ſignifies the firſt coming of 
a man ,froma worldly, and wicked life , to fol- 
low the way of the will of God | which is the | 


freight way; eſpecially in the eyes of the world, | 


The ſecond is, when God willcarry aſoule to 
his kingdome, and then he commaunds i it,to | 
 behouldiit ſelf with new feruour ;and to amend 
it ſelf, and to cutr of all ſuper Auity ; totheend, 
that, with purity, and ioy, it may expectec that 
crowne of a kingdome, which t the goodnes of 


—_— God 


——— 


| EPISTLES. Ep. 47. 355 


. 
4 —_— —_ — i 
Sw _ —_— 


——_—_ 


| God hath prepared for his ſeruants, Your | 
Lordship mult vſe to confeſle and communi- 
| cate often; for it isa thing , which giues moſt 
| {trength, and comfort, to heare the ſentence of | 
our abſolution, and to rece1ue our Lord leſw | 
| Chriſt into our boſomes. You mult pray, and 
read, and giuealmes, and doe whatſocuer other 
' good worke, our Lord ſhall inſpire you to. | 
 Andlet mee knowe how the world goes with | 
you. And if your Lordship recouer your health, | 
vvee will yet remaine with hauing put our 
foule well in order; and with hauing gotten 
ſtrength againſt feare, The Holy Guſt , that 
great comforter , which through Ieſus Chriſt 
our Lord, was giuen to ſuch as are welldiſpo- 
fed, torecciueit, dwelleuer in your Lord{hip, 


and teach you how you may beſt pleaſe him, 
and guide you, by the right way. Amen, 
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nishment tis well employed, and if you be lick 


lord ſEdesit to you, lervsbid it w oeneinatl 
| houre, as being a part of his Creſſe, And though 
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A Letter of the Anthour to 4 lady'who was fck. He 
comforts her 1n her affl:ftons \ and animates 

her to beare them for the loue of Chriſt 

our lord , who was ſoe afflt- | 


ted for her. 


Adam I haue vnderſtood , that you are 
lick, and I am not (ory for! it. Forifit come | 


to you chrough any excefle of pennance, the pn- 


vpon noe other reaſon bo onely LEY our 


in ſome reſpe&, your paine puttes me to paine, | 
as our lord knowes, yet onthe other {tde, Iam 
glad of ir, becauſe 1 cleary diſcerne the profie 
\ hich will be made vpon this occaſion, by one 
whomel ſoe much delire to ſee improued. They 

arenotcomferts which I w ishto my children, | 
but they are corrections ; the time of comfort | 
comes afterward, For thepreſent, take not your 
eyes from of the Cyeſje, nor your heart from him 
whoplaced you ont, Giue not ouer til] you fin- | 
de that ſufferanceis of a ſweet taſte, for thatis 
thetrue touch of loue, Take noe compaſſion 


vpon your felfe , for there ate both in heauen | 
and carth , who haue compaſſion ov you, from 
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their very hearts , and that which is laid on you, 
was very well conſidered of before; and it pal- | 
ſed chroughthe handes of one, who loues you 
with moſt perfect loue, 

Ler not your faith grow weake in theſe ne- | 
ceſſitics ; and dangers , nor your loue by the 
feeling of thele aftlictiss: whenthe fire is great, 
the winde doth not onely not quench it, bur 
inflanie it. And toe when a ſoule lotes God 
but inieſt, any little blaſt of aire puts it out, as | 
it would doe a candle, But true loue growes vp 
in affliction, tor it applies more ſtrength where- 
with to endure , the more weight, it fees co= 
ming towardes it, And becaule that louc is of 
God , it conquers affliction : and noe water 
could {erue to quench that fire , which comes 
downe from heauen, 

Our lord called you; that you miglit loue 
him, and this loue is noe ſuch thing as rhuſt 
vive you reaſon to regale your ſelfe, But you 
muſt abhorre your ſelfe for the loue of Chriſt 
onr lord, anddenye your ſelfe, to confelle him: 
and be cruell to your ſelfe , that you may be 
ſweet and acceptable to his diuine Maieſty, If 
you loue and deſire to enioy your felte , you 
muſt reſolue to looſe your ſelfe, It you defirve| 
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to ſee the face of God, you mult paſſe towardes 
bim through chie pikes, If you care to lodge 
him in your hart , caſt your ſelfe away, with | 
all other creatiires vpon him. Our lord will 
haue you all alone, and all afflicted, not for any 
{ll will he beares you, bur becaule {ince his owne 
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| 372 SPIRITYALL Ep. 4% 
| naturall ſonne, was {oe atflicted, he likes not 
| to ſee his adopted ſonnes apparrelled with any 
other liuery then that, There is nothing foe 
beautifull in his ſight, as to {ee the image of his 
onely begotten ſonneinvs, And as there 1s no= 
| thing,vpon which a ſoule can ſoc gladly looke, 
| asypon ourlord leſus being tormented for loue | 
of vs yponthe //roſſe, and the more aftlicted and | Þ | 
deformed yve ſee him there, the more beautifull | F | 
he ſeemesto vs, foe the more wee {utter for God, |} 


ts 
a —— —— 


the more beautifull wee snall! (ceme ro him, [4 
Noris it much, that a ſoule which deſires to | Þ | 
(ceme handſome in the fight of God , should | F | 
| adorne it ſelfe with ſuch curious cleavting wa» | Þ { 
rers , as may enamour his diuine Maicſty by his | F | * 
{ecing her, ſince the women of the world doe | || © 
many thinges which putthein to no {mall trou- | Þ \ 
ble, and charge, ſoe that they may content the | Þ d 


| lonnes of men. Madam we mult caſt our skin- 
nes, before we $hall be plealing tro Almighty | Þ " 
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| God. Gould is purified by fre, and the terreltri- | Þ * 
\ | all part being conſumed, it comes reſplendent | L 
* | fromthe Crucible, N 

Let vs be ashamed of being ſoe weake, ina |} 
bulines which is ſoe great, as to import the plea- | Þ 2! 
hing of Almighty God : and if we vnderitood | Þ * 


this poynt well indeed, we should get heart 
cuen to Shed our blood for him , that foe we 
might appeare fairer in his fight, As a certaine 
holy Eremite, conſidering this very thing, and 

ſeeing a woman of the world goe foe gallanr, | 
and (oe well adorned, he began to weepe and 


=—y 


—- 
ec 
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C 
| (ay, Boo me, Olord, pardon me l beſeech | 
; 


| thee: tor the curious Jrefling, which this wo- | 
mn, beſt>wes vpon her ſelte in this one day, | 

1 to plagſc the eyes of the world,oucr [trips all che | 

paines which I haue taken many yearesfor the 

- | | | plealing of thine, | 


; Soe that, my good lady, this entrepriſe of | 
| 


| loue is noe matter of wordes , bur of ſorrow, of 
'bitrer torments, of the dishonour of the world. | 

of being abandoned by the creatures thereof, & | 

, | | ſometimes cuen of the ſceming ablence from | 

1 | Þ; the protection of the Creatour, And notwith- | 


| | {tanding all this a man mult cary a good coun- : 

6 tenance, and not be ſubiect to complaintes, or | 7 
. | þ| deiection of heart : but he mult reſemblethat | T4 
-| Martyr; whoſe bowelsthey drew out of his bo- | 'f 

» | | dy, and whoſe flesh they tore from his bones, , ay 
- | | with iron combes : and yet there ſounded noe. tf 
; word out of his mouth but the name of leſ#s, [ot | 


nor was cnere any thing in his hart , but Bleſſed 
t | | 5 God, togeather with a purpoſe roendure yet 
more, ifGod should diſpoſe himfelfe to fend it, | | 
\ 1 To ſuffer for Chriit our lord, 1s greatglory, 
. | Þ and Godimpartes not thar , but to {uch a one, | 
{ | Þ 35 whome he loues much. Apreat mercy itis to | 
- | © guea guilty perſon fl lips, and to releafe thoſe | 
ay  ſcourges , which were his dew, and if thar | 
e | Þ wherein we ſtand obliged to the ;uſtice of God, 

4 | ©} may be ſatished by what we can ſuffer hecre,in | | 
þ B's, of Godlet vsfall to worke, and lex ; 
J | Pay whatſocuer his diuine Maieſty will im; Doſe, | | 
—| Wl loc that being gone from hence , we may in- 
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ſtantly by - behold the face of God. Let vs 


ly vpon the end thereof, we ſhall belandedl in 
our owne country, S. Auznſtme ſaith that he 
wrongs & Martyr who prayes for h1m when he ts 
dead.for Marryrdome makes aſoule fly ſtreyght 
vp to keauen, Let vs therefore fads to be 


though our perſecution be not {oe. greiuous 
as cheirs was for the time, yet it laſtes lon- 


| ger, And we ſhouldindeed dehre , that this 


life might not be too ariee but a 


our Lord, and ſuch doth hee defire that ours 
{houlJ be. 

There haue beene many martyrs for the 
faith of Chriſt our Lord , but in fine many 
are gone (o heauen, who were not ſoc. But 
we al! muſt be the Martyrs of loue , it we 
meane to goe thither, This loue mult tor- 


| ment vs, and put vs to paine , both becaule| 
| our ſelues offend God , as alſo becauſe others | 
doe it, This loue muſt depriuc ys of the com-I 
{ forts of this life, and mult load our {thouldersf 


with a Croſſe. This loue muſt make vs firſt im- 
brace affliction , and then paſle oucr it , in 
the flame which was kindled by our loue of| 
Gcad. This makes vs endure dishonours with- 
out tecling them as wine doth a drunkard. 
This lone is in this, like all other loue, that 
wholocuer polleſles it ſeckes not himſelf but 


his beloued, who in our calc, is God alone and 


— — —_— ——— — 


| 


labour in this banishment of ours ; for inſtant- | 


Martyrs by our patience in affliction for | 


meere Martyrdome. For ſuch was 1 life of 


| 
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| his holy will. But this loue which now is ſoe | 
| cruell, how full of compaſſion will it be after- 
| wardes, to him who hach bowed downe the | 
| head to receiue. Martyrdome at the hand. 


| thereof 2 


| loue, wherewith it torments heere, nor that 
| wherewith it comforts afterwarde, Let vs be- 
leiue it , ſince God hath ſaid , it; and let vs 
 walke on in the faith, which we hauc in his 
| words ; for we haue yet a long way to make. 
Chooſe which you had rather haue , eyther 
long aftlictions, or els yery great ones , for 
| Noe man can ſcape ſuffering much, eyther in 
one fashion or another, Be not {orry for this, 
for if God giue you much affliction, it is be- 
cauſe your many ſinnes deſerue it ; and foe 
you are to make your payment hecre , and 


L 


| 


| 


I beſecch our Lord that you may doe foe. 


| For if I should dyc , before you want to 


Purgatory , pernaps you might want a 
freind whoe would carry foe much com- 
paſſion to your foulc as my telt ; and would 
take foe much care to free it, and it you 
dye firſt , I ſhall hauc paineenough, in thin- 
King of you. 

Excuſe mce , for it is not fitt , that 


eyther you or I', ſhould haue an eye to our 
| owne caſe ; bur that although wee 5should 
know , that after this life wee muſt ſuffer 
paine , yet hecie we mult alſo take courage 


A man cannot eaſily feele the force of 


he —— 


_— 


el. oe 
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to ſuffer afflictions for loue , & loue 15 content 
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| | with nothing, bur | oue, { hrilt our lord fff 
cedfor our loue. Chriit our lord carricd the 1 /- 
| /e, and lett vs help him to cary it on, Chriit our | 
| (ord 1s dishonoured , and I renounce honour, 
| Chriſt our lord ſuffered rorments , and there- | 
toretheyshall be welcome to me, He as ſubic&t 
| to many neceſſityes, andI ſubavtte my (elfeto 
| the ſame, For me he made him(clfe a itrang- C. 
| and I deſire not to be the owner of any Gn zle 
| thing , wherein my heart may reſt. He dyed for 
| me, and ett my lite be a continuall c cath, for 
Gal.2, | the lows of hag Let me line yet now not me, bart | 
| | Ciorift our lord live in me , and that Chriſt, who 
| wascrucihed, hanſted; abandoned by all che 
; world, and receiuedaloneby Aimighty God, | 
| This Chriſt I loue; ypon tic Crofle will I 
ſeecehim, and from thence haue I noe delite to 
hiade him, Ler him diſpoſe of me, hoy he 11]; 
© | formypartI will 1 ſuffer affliction 08 him. Let} 
him chooſe whether he will glue me any re ward | 
or noe ; for the very ſuffering it ſelfe,isan abun- 
dant reward, Andif he would orattnt me 2.great | 
| | ſuite, I would delixe noe other, then to haue af- | 
| fictions : for thereby I may know that I louc 
| him, andthat he alſoe loues me . fince he layes | | 
me vpon the Creſſe , where himſelfe lay. For | 
| ' though I haue noe ayme at mine owne profit, | 
| yet [ > STOR fuil well that 1f I continue vpon the | 
| Croſſe, he will cary me to bis Crowne, To him 
be glory, through the eternity of all eternicyen.| 
Amen, 


he ti 


Cn 23” REPEEETRe wo Ateee we t ————_e loom _ 


—_—. 


—_— —_— —_—_—. 
—_—_—— 


amt m———_ 


mnt 


47-7 


CYLRUYQURT LRU AQNRTRTRERYACTRYEQUAY 


\ A Letter of the Authonr , to one, who formerly had 
beene a di{ciple of bis, and then being 7 of the SOCiC- 
ty of Icſus , was 27owen 10 be, at the poynt of 
death, He Cengratulates his depaiiure hence , and 
| bis goeing to entoy the fruites of bis labour in his 
| Order; und be Zines him great hope, of the eternall 
kinsdome., by i meatics o/ the bloud of Chriſt Or 
Lord, 


HE erace of the holy Ghoſt, be euer with 
| you. Though heere they ay that you are 
| yponthe point of paſling into the land , of the 
ling ' foe 45 a man may thinke, that whil eſt I 
am writing this, you may already be enioying, 
the deare imbracements of our all{ivcete ſeſus; 
yetT thought it not amiſle, to venture this let- 
ter Garde you ; congratulating with you, 
your promotion to that Prebed, inthe Church of 
' the celetiall lerujalem, where, mlthogs all cea- 
ing, Godis praiſed, and ſeene, face to face. Goe 
in a good houre, moſt deare father. o ooe I ſay, 
| 12 a good houre, both to ſee all Gooch and St 
| poſſetle it, tor all eternity.Goe inagood houre, 
| ro the boſome of the celeſtiall father, wherthe 
 entertaines thoſe lambes of his ' with glory; 
| hich heere he fed with his gr xe, and corre- 
| ' red with his diſcipline, 
Now my good Father , shall you fce the 
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tem. Att 


EE #. 


| 
| f tauour , W hich God didyou, in calling you to 
| 


. 
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CR 
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| a Relrz1ous life, and in giuing you grace, inthe 
 {tregth whercof, you diſpiling the world, might 
follow him , by the way of the Croſſe, For now 
1nrecompeace thereof, he will give you heaues | 
for your Relzowous Order, and zlory tor that Croſſe, 
which you haue borne for his ſake. Bleſſed be 
our lord leſ#s Chriſt, who hath goodnes enough, 
to induce him togiue ſuch glory , to ſuch wor- 
mes of the earth;raiſing vp the poore man out of the 
duſt, that he may ſutt among! the Princes of bys people, 
| Happy is the houre of our corporall death, fince 
thereby wee areexalted, & intitled totake our 
ſcare, amogſt thoſe princes, who liuc eternally, 
in the high preſence of God, O day, which is 
thc end of labours, and theend allo, of {tnnes, 
andin which , wee alcend to {eruc our Lord,in 
good carnelt, and not as wee are wont todoe 
hcere below , where wee arc all diſcomforted, 
through the imperfections uf thoſe ſeruices, 
which we performe to God. For heerea man 
goes halting, & faynting with hunger, through 
his defire to pleaſe that diuineMaicity, & to ſer- 
ue him with all the ſoule.Butin heaus, this dett- 
reis perfected, & that, in ſo copleat a manner, 
that all the whole man, is imploycd inthe ſer- 
uice, & praiſe of God, without beingſubiecct to 
theleaſt impedim@#r, which may interpoſlc itſelf 
Bleſſed be God, who hath, ſoc ſoone beene 
pleaſed to gather you vp, into his granary, leaſt 
vrallice might els haue chawnged your mind , and to 
ſhew you the riches of his bounty , whofor ſoc 
few yeares of ſcruice , imparts an cternity of 
*k Sy -- 


reward, LES... SA 


[_—— 


ht... 


ah 
— 
» 


EPISTLES. Ep 49. 


EE Es 


bþ this is God, this I ſay is God , thisis the 
f fe Chis -aſſion, this isthe lo of his ora- 
cc; this 13 our happy encounter, to hauc Falddn 
into the hands of {uch a Lord,to know him, & 


to louc him, though it be with many imper fee. 
tions. But he waſhes thei away by his bloud, 

| making VS partakers of his Sacramtts, And Ts 
 patcrnall loue, which he beares vs, both maxes 
him ealily encline to pardon our faulrs, & to bc 
very copious iniewarding our ſeruices, And 1c 


coducts vs through the middeſt of the red je.c, t 
the land of promlil. diuiding vs, from our es 
as farre of , as the Eaſt, is from the Weſt , and 
drowning chain in his bloud. Soc that although 
wee may {cg them ſt:11, yet wee {hall ſee them 
dead, & they willſeruc but to giue ysmarter, & 
feaſon, to praiſe our Lord, vw ho hath call a 
the bavſe and hxſeman, int the ſea. 

Goe Sir, with the benediction of our lord 
God , to cnioy the riches at your deer Father, 
Wkch he gayncd tor you, with the launce in Th 
had,& by thedding his ownedloud, who neuer 
fayles to ſuccourallſuch as place REI hope, & 
louec ia {;im, It is true that wee thall mille you, 
& that wee ſhall thinkeour ſelves to be all _ 
ne when weare heere without you, bur f1nc 
God hath delined you to this great happynes, ler 
vs, who louc you, hould it for our owne, And 
wee who in our owneright, {hall lament, will 
yetreigyce with you in yours, likethe brotiers 
ol Rebekca, who is goeingto be cſporiſed, with 


| Lſaak, w "QICN enifies 5», "And thcrefore, wee 
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| 380 SPIRITVALL Eel 
| Gen lay LO yOu, you are aur brother., aud wee dejire that 
be. you may encreaſe tothouſands of wouſands , and thai 


| your ſeed? my poſſeſſe the gates »f your enemytes, 


preparc your ſelf, for this Fealt, for there you 
haue them, whocan doc it, and who will helpe 
you to palle on, out of the hands of men, into 
[tne hands of God. And letourlord who came 
into the world for you, and who aſcended vp 
'Þſ; 22, tothe Cyofje tor you, be he who ſuccours you 
inſuchſorte, that though you walke in whe middeſt | 
| of the chadow, of death, you may yet feare noe ill, 
' Sec you call ypon him, for though you ſhould 
bee mn tye whales belly , yet he harkencs to his 
ſeruancs, even when they arc there, Call vpon 
| Tones his Bleſſed Mother, who is alſo ours. Call vpon | 
A tne Saints, whoare our Fathers, and our bre- 
thren; for with ſuch helpes as thoſe, you can- 
not feareto looſe the celeſtiall kin gdome. 

And if ourlord, will haue you paſſe through 
Purgatory, let bis name be blefled (till ; for ſoc} 
that you may haue hope to fee him, you ſhall 
gladly endure any thing, which may be impo- 
{{ed. I beleech Chriſt our Lord who dyed tor 
you, to accompany you at your death, and re- 
ceiueyou into his owne armes , when youde- 
parte out of this life, Say you to him, as hee 
{aydto his Father, [n manws in.cs Pater , commendo 
prritummeum, AndI confide in his mercy, that 
you ſhall be receiucd by him, as aſonne ; and 


| | 
| 
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Chriſt our Lord. 


——_ 


I doe not pretend to tell you, hoy you mult | 


[treated as the heire of God,and coheyre with | 


—_—— 
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ncere at hand. For though Chriſt haue freed you 
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A Letter of the Authour to a Religious 
Woeman, Who Was n2cre ber death. 
He encourages her , and shewes 
how she z to carry her ſelf, 

at that time. | 


Euout ſeruant of Chriſt our Lord ; you 

ſent mee word , that you were in the laſt 
dayesof your life; and that this, was the time, 
wherein you deſired meeto remember you. Soe 
I doe. And though the newes you giue mice, is | 
not pleaſing to fleſh and bloud ; yet when 1 
looke ypon you , with chriſtian dn it istO 


{recreate my ſoule. And ſoe isit alſo to recreatc | 


yours, as our Lord aith in the G/ 2oſpell ; when 
thoſe things begmne to 5hew themſelues , hoke about Luc.,21. 
you, and lift vp your heades , for your redemption is | 


— 


by his goodnes, & the merit of his bloud, from 
mortall ſinnes 3 yet ſtill you are in daunger of 
committing euen thenyand you actually com- 
mitt venzal ſinnes; and you are ſtill in the caprti- 
uity of your body, which; is ſocſubiect to miſe- | 
rie, as that it makes, cuen aS, Pauland others, 
who arelike him, feb and eroane. and fay , as} 


him ſelf relates it, that they lined in expeftation of | 
the vedempiion of therr body. 
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Bur there, you ſhall neither finne mortally, 
nor yenially, For by meanes of the bloud of that 
lambe, which was thed for vs, hell, where they 
cuer {inne, ſhall haue n6thing | to doe with you, 
but onely Purgatory , where though they /uffer, 
yct L1CY 1ne not. And from thichce , you ſhall 
ooc torth to ſee your Spor/e,to enioy that bliſle, 
which he wonne for you; with the nailes in bis 
hands,and with his feete faſtened tothe Croſſe, 
And abaach as, itis aſtranger thing , to ſec 


God nailed vpona Go oſſe, then to ſee you placed 


in veaurn; I confide in his goodnes, that, ince he 
had mercy cnough , to make him Joe chk more, 
he will not want it for that which is the (eſſe, 
Thither will he carry you, thither, I ſay, will 
he carry you, to remaine with himſelf, For the 
eſbouſalis, which hecre were celebrated betyce- | 
neyou, when you {olenely made Profeſion,that 
you would live and dyein the ſtate of Religion, | 
was onedayto be concluded,by that being, to- 
vether both of him the {pouſe, A of her, his fel- 
low / ſpouſe in heauen, There {hall you ſce your 
ſelf, in ſoe great liberty,and aboundance, that 
you will elteeme your in cloſure, & afMiCtions, 
heere, for well employed. And there will they 
cine you, abody, which though in ſubſtance 
't {hall be the very ſain, which hcere you ha- 
ue ; yer ſhall it be very difference, in health, and 
life, and other things. And you will i Incompa- 
rably more reioyce in it there, then you hauc 
ſuffercd init, heere, All entire, all entire , in 
bodve , and ſoule , arc yov to bee biefled 


[] 
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there;and foe beautified, as is fitt for rhe honour | 
of him, who tookeyoutor his ſpouſe leſs; Chriſt 
thelord, both of this, & the other w * Be not | 
therefore diſmayed, when you are to dye; by 
thinking of what your owne {innes delerue: 
| Chriſt ourlord,candoeall things, and he loues 
you, & willnot forſake you, Andiincc he hath 
preſcrued you, in this time of your navigation, 4 
amongſt all the rempelts of this lite; be ſure, | 
that be will not ſufter you to perith , now that 
| youaregocingtodilinbarke, 
Pure 1 your If wholly into his had, offering 
your ſelf entirely, to him, both in life, & death, 
| 1nd to whatſocuer he aa And bco o pardon of 
him, by bis bloud, forall thar, wherein you ha- 9! 


- ue offended him: -arid being confeſled, & com- | 
- | municated, calt your ſelf headlong at s OE feete, | 
t and defire *Fhirn, one drop of his bloud;, W he-. | 
k | reby you may be waſhed. and haue great confi- 

J- dence, that you ſhall bee ſoe. 

I-1Þ | Beasreſerued, to yourſelte, & as free from all 

Ins conucrſation, as the ſtate of your licknelle will 

at | Þ | permit, For our Lord, before he was tody , left | | 
S, his diſciples, that he mightpray inſolitude, to | 
ey |Þ | his father, giuing vsſoto vnderſtad, thatin this 

ce traunce, we mult reſeblc him. And let your diſ- 
A- courſc be with Chriſt our lord, & with his Bi 

nd Mother. Ard to the end that your infirmity di- 

2a- || | uert you nor, from them; it will be well, that 
uc |Þ | you behould an image of the Crucifix ; & of his | 
in| | Mother ftading by him. Giue thikesto our lord, 


Ted With your w hole hart, ftorthefanour he t ath | 
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done you, whether they be generall, or parti- 
cular; and caſt your ſelf into the wounds of 
Chriſt oul Lord, which is that Santiuary, out 


lefactours , as are repentant. And repoſe you 
there, and conceiue ſtrong hope, that by mea- 
nes of his bloud , anddeath, you ſhall goe, and 
enioy, that life in heauen, which ncucr 1s to 
haueanend. Our Lord Iesy s be cuer with 
you, Amen, 


A Letter of the Authony to a woeman , who did 


Lord, He animates ber to confide ;monur Lord: and 
be aſsiened diuerſe cauſes , why God affliftes his 
ſeruants ; and of the fruit , which his Diuine Ma= 
2elty reapes from thence. 
D Oe not conceiue that to be anger in our 
Lord, which.indeede proceedes from true 
 loue, For as he, who beares ill willto another, 
doth flatter ſometimes , and fawne vpon him; 
lo true loue ſometimes corrects and chides; | 
And the holy ſcripture faith , That the wonnades, 
which are giuey by him , wholones, are better, then 
tbe falſe kiſſes of him , who bates. And therefore 
wedoe him ancxtreame wrong, who reproues 
or punithes vs out of the bowells of his loue, if 
wethinke orſay,that he perſecutes vs, as if he 
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of which, his lice, muſt not draweſuch ma- | 
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greatly fecle the abſence and disfauour of our 
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'not be heard ? Doe you not know ; that if our 
 ftnnes Should fill remayne allue, noty, ichſtan- 


concernes his parte therein , of all the ſinnes of 
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loues vs nur, Doe not forgett , that the Media- | 
tour betweene God the Father and vs, 1s: leſs 
Chriſt our lord . by whome ye are beloued, and 
tycd with ſo ſtrong a bond of loue , that no- 
i able to vadoe i It, if man himſclfdb not 
cutt the knotr , by the 2uile of mortall inne. 
Haue you ſoſoone forzotten, that the bloud 
of Teſts Chriſt cryes outin the demaunde of mer. 
cie for vs? and that his crye is ſolowde, as that 
it drownes the crye of our ſinnes, ſo that it can- 


— 


DAY 


ding that Chr? A” Cy cd to defeat them, his 
death should be of hitle wort , ince it could 
[not worke that efte& 2 Let no maa ſett a light 
price vpon that, which was fo highly valued by 
Almig hty God , that he holdes it for a\ufhcient, 
yea a ſuper aboundant diſc] harge, forasmuch as 


the whole worlde, and of i athouland worldes, 
it there were {o manie, 

Ehey, who arelolt, are not loſt for want of 
payment, but for want of ſeruing them{clues 
thereof by tneanes of Faith and Pennance, and 
the Sacraimentsof the holie Thurch, Settle once 
this truth in your hart, and doe it ſoundly, that 
Chriſt our lord tooke the bulineſle of our re- 
demption to his owne charge as verily, as if it 
had beene his owne ; and he calles our finnes, 
mY by the mouth of Dauid, ſaying : Longe a Go 
Inte mea 5 verba delifftornum eorum 5 "And be de- 
[ vardon for them , though himſelfe | 
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great hope not to be forſaken there, where the- 


| | 


| rake pattie vpon the childe of her wombe 2 well , if sbt 
| doe , yet will not I forzett thee + for I Carrie thee 
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committed none; and he dcfired with a moſt 

profound internall loue, that his ſeruants might | 
ve beloued, as if he haddefired it for himſelf: | 
and as he delired it, he obtayned it, For, accor- 
ling to the ordinance of God, he and weare ſo 
bel.ued, orheand we mult be abhorred. And 
 lince heneither is , nor can euer be abhorrced, ' 
neither can we alſo be fo, if we be incorpora- | 


becauſe he1s beloued, we are alſo beloued, and 
that iuſtly : becauſe he weighes more, towards 


to make him be abhorred. And the Father lo- 
ues his Sonne, more , then he abhorres ſuch ſin- 
ners, asare conuerted to him. And as one, who 
was much beloued by his Father, he ſaid to him 
to this effect : Either loue them, or loue not me; 
for I offer myſelf in pardon of their linnes, to the 
ende,that they may be incorporated into mylelf. 
The greater loue overcame the leſler hate, & we 
are beloued, pardoned, and iuſtihed : & we have | 


reis {oſtrong a knotrt of loue, 

If chrough our weakenelle we be afflicted| 
with exceſſtue feares, { as now you are, Conce1- 
uing that God hath forgotten you )our lord hath} 
 prouided you acomfort, ſaying thus by the Pro- 
Phet : Shall the mother perhaps be able to forgett 10] 


written 1m my hands, O writino ,, which art {0 
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much one thing , that either he and we muſt be | 


cedinto him, by Faith and Loue. But indeede, | 


the making of vs to be beloucd , then we doe, | 


| 
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firme , wavoſe penne be hard nayles , whole | 
inke is the bloud ir (elf of him , who writes, | 
and the paper is his owne very flesh : and his | 
word faith thus : I hawe lowed thee with an eternall | 
lone, and therefore 1 haue drawen thee towards me 
with mercie, 1:32 08 
Sucha writing therefore as this, muſt not be 
litle eſteemed , eſpecially when one findes in 
himſelf, that his ſoule is drawen by the (weete- 
nefle of good purpoſes, which arclignes of that 
eternallloue, wherewith our Lord hath choſen 
and loued him. Be not therefore {candalized, 
or afflicted for any of theſe things, which happen | 
to you: ſincethey all arediſpented by thofe very | 
hands, which were nayled to the Crolle for you, | 
In teſtimony of the loue hee bare you. And if you 
defire to vnderſtand, what you gett heereby, in 
theintetion of God who fendes them, you mult 
know, that they are tryalls, whereby you may be | 
examined:that afterward (as one, who hath bee- 
ne faithfull in the conflit)you may be crowned 
by the had of our lord, withaCrowne-of Tuftice. 
And to the ende , you may not thinke, 
that the particulars , which you endure, are 
ſignes of reprobation : and rhat they are (erft-| 
by our Lord to none bur wicked men, heare | 
what Dauid faich in his owne perſon , aad of | 
many others , who walked inthe way of God: | 
[ ſayd in the exceſſe of my ſoule , that F am caſt 
of before the countenance of {thine eyes. And 


though this diſmay of hart , and che disfa- 
yur , witch wee finde in the. middeſt 
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thereof, be a thing, w,.1c1 Coth much aftlicte, 
21+ kar che Goole. can take no ayine of 20W it 
ſtandes in the fighr of God , nor how it Hall 
itande, nor what ende that Crol! e chall have: 
yet rk there are few things 1n the 
world, which are 1o forcible to purge lines, 
or © hich teach a man foe manic ttut ©s, as 
doth this darke obſcuritic , and inward atll!- 
ction , which makes the ſoule {, care droppes 
( ft bloudl 
Our lord ſenJes tins to his ſcrnant s , that 
rhey Hay nNoT depaite this : fc , \\ iti ,out tecling, 
vaar ccolles and tribulati oi are, And therd- 
tre he wounds them in the ſpirict , wherein 
hey line; For, if he should but wound them in 
'c.nporall things, to which they aredead, they 
would hauc no ſence at all thereof. You muſt 
therefore be ſuretogiuea good accompt of that 
dangerous paſlage , wherein God hath beene 
plealed to beſtow you : and you mult adore his 
tcgements, And being comforted through 
colliieace i in his roodnelle, bove downe that 
head of yours , w hal anie more lifting into 
the matter , and aprn the mouth of your bart, 
to lu Mow downe this pil! of darkencle , and 
delolation . and PISS of God, throuvh the 
obedicnce, which you Owe to ne ſame God. 
And "== e for ccrtaine, that valetle you haue 
a minde to breake your word, and v nſay y OUL 
(cltin this tryall , which God ſendes to yOu, 
you muſt reſolue to male vourſelt ſtrong , as 
{ rae Angell did. I ofue : and you , 0; uit ik 
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ployed in feeding vpon chat molt ſauorie bread | 
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dying eucrie day, 25 S. Paul did. 
You muit be baked in the fire of tribulation, 
tuatſlo you may grow hard, like ante bricke : 
an fitttoreliittheraynes, and windes of remp- 
ration, andtroubles, and that you be not foff, 
likethe dawbing of a wall, which is inſtantly 


$6 
in that houſe of heauen , muſt be veaten, and} 
' 


hammer. here on carth by the xnock.cs of mante 
trivalations and temptations , asSitis written : 
Our tr:d i y: d ten, 4 1d found tnem worth1e of 11M 

ſelf. Learne you therefore to ſuſtaine your felf. 
with ſtrong t95-/e;antfirivero conuctte thele | 
{tones of tribulation fate bread, if you deſire to | 
hauethe teftimone of being the chile of God, | 
Andifte oive yuuan apperite to cate te vy hite, | 
{and ney bread of conſolation, renitt it back | 
\againe to che will of ourlord : and be content | 
vith >cing ſure, that youshall have {o much of 
'thart in the next world , as thatthe f,,ectnelle 

thereof, will farre and tarre exceedethe recom- | 
|pence, which mizhr be due for anic bitternefle | 


_ 


x 
\ 
| 

'l 
{uitayned in this, And in {teede of thole hard 
bones, which hece they 7:uc youto be graived 
vpon, hy your ſoule : you hall there be em- 


| 


— 


of life, which is God himſclf: and thereot there 
will neuer be an enile, And therefore hope 
tor this, and comfort yourſelr with this : for 
the buſincile , whereof wee are now in que- | 
{tion , is not firt for them , who are either of 


dill>lued by water, and no way fitt fora {trong | 
| building, For the people, who are to be placed | 
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2 delicate life, or a weake faith, 

You will ſee yourſelf many times inſuch 
a kinde of ſtate by theſe aflitions, as that it 
you conlider them with the ſenſe of flesh 
and bloud, you will thinke them to be the 
very markes of hell, and euen a beginning the- 
reot ; but yer you muit ſuffer it with patience, 
though it be without comfort: yea and though 
youdo not ſo auch as'fcele your owne conh- 
dence; tnat ſo you may knowe , what it is, to 
ſuffer in good earneſt, For as long as a man's 
confidence is very ſtrong , there is nothing, 
which can afflicte him very much, but when 
God hides his face, and ſhewes the ſoule no ta- 
uour, but disfauour ;and when it is perſecuted 
by enemies, and yet feeles not the helpe of her 


| good friend, then indeedeis it pure ſuffering, 


and hath a taſteeuen of the very torments of 
hell. You will not then diſcerne any hope, 
which you may haue to eſcape, but you mult 
content yourſelf with this, that you deſpaire 
 not;andlet that diſcomfort be accepted by you, 
| 1n penance for your {innes, wherein once you 
tooke delight, and let itatlength ſerue to make 
you clearely ſce, how litle that 1s, which you 
| areableto doe of yourſelf, It is but reaſon, that 
he, who ſ(innes by louing and liking himſelf, 
ſhould pay for it, by being inwardly and pro- 
foundly disguſted with himſelf ; and that he; | 
who had confidence 1n himſelf, may ſee, to his 
colt, that he is good for nothing, 
Through this fire muſt you paſle, it you 
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|defire ro enioy the reſt of heanen; In this warte 
' mult you ouercome , it you wil deſerue the 
| Crowne of that kingdome, Contlider , how 
| the holy Scripture faith : Bleſſed 15 t9e man , who 
| [uffers temptation , for when he $hall haue beene 
' tryed , he 1s to receive the Crowe of life , which 
God promiſed to them 5 who loue him, If the 
' Crowne contente you, let not the tryail dif- 
pleaſe you; and therecan be no triall witaour 
tempration 3 and no temptation of troubles 
can be coming towards you , which paltles 
|{not from the hand of God, who 1; your fa- 
ther; and who meaſures out ſo much thereof, 
as may be fitt, and neither to fall short in reſpect 
of your profit, nor to ouerflowe in reſpect of 
your weakenelle. 

Feare not to drinke with patience, of 
that , which God dranke with loue. And 
God himſfelfe faith ro vs ; Ply ſonne , doe 
not caſt thyſelf into anguish , when thou art 
correfted by Almizhne God. For hee corre(ts 
him * whome he lones , as the father doth the 
| ſonne , in whome hee delizhts. And elſewhere 
he ſaith : Doe not deſpiſe thyſelfe 22 thy weake- 
|neſſe , bt pray to G:d , and hee well care thee. 
And now , fince we are commaunded , on 
the parte of God,, that whatfocuer happen, 
| we muſt not be diſmayed, let vs make our 
[recourſe to him , vpon the confidence, 


| 


' which we haue in his yvord ; and let vs beg 


his fauour , which hee cannot fayle to at- 


| forde, "Mb 
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O litter, and ifwe could bur lee, how deare 
and precious we arc in the cyes of God ! Oh 
that ,e could but {ce, how deevely he holdes. 
VS lodged i 1n his hart, and how neare we arc to 
him, wacn we may perhaps concetue our {cl- | 
| ues to be caſt furtheſt of ! Bleſſed be our lord | 
[eſs Chrift , for hee it is, whome with a full 
mouth we proclaime to be our hope, Notlyng 
can io frizlit me , as hee can ſecure me. Let 
me be changed from dceuour to flacke , and | 
tepide : from gocing towards the comforts of | 
ho cauen , tO goc to, . 2rds the darkeneiſe of the | 

; blac- e pitt of hell, Let mee be enuironed Dy 
my finnes , vhich are paſt , and by feares , 
| which may bee to come : is the devills ac 
| cuſe me, an4 lay ſnares for me : let men per- | 
ſecute and fright me , let them rhreaten me | 
| with hcil and ,, lay ten thouſand dangers be- | 
| fore me , and. yet after all this , by lighing 
| and {ubbing wa my fioncs , ad by caſting 
mine eyes vp to Ciiſt our ord, "is hel- 
pe at his hands , ( that lord, who is ſo mecke, 
ſo benigne , ſo full of mercic , and that moſt } 
 firme and faithfull louer of mine , euen to 
| death ) and I cannot be per{wade: , to dil-} 
 confide ; efpecially when I conſider , that I 
was valued atſo high a rate, that God bimſelf | 
as given for me 
© Chriſt , tha hauen of ſecuritic for all 
chem, who being bruſed and battered by the 
[ecmpeſiuous waucs of their one harts, and 
' tl}e to thee for ſuccour ' O thou fountai- 


EE 


| 


| And alchough ſometimes thou commaundeſt_ 
| thyDiſciplesto enter intothe ſea without thee, 
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| ceipt to thoſe porcupines , which are fo full | 


; thy ſweete conuerſatic; & though, when thou 


them departe from thee , and yet cuen very | 


them long enough in paine, through thy abſen- | 
,ce,andthat then they had continued in that 
' rempeſt long enough, thou deſcendedſt from 
| the mountaines; and as the true Lord of thoſe | 
' vnconſtant waues, thou walkedit ypon them, | 
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pe of ltving waters , to taole ftags, who are 
emboſlcd, and pinchr by thoſe ſpirituall dogs, 
which are the deuills, and their owne finnes. 
Thou art that profound internall reſt , thc 
hope , which neuer fayled , the protection of | 
orphans , and the defence of widowes. Thou 
art that firme houſe of ſtone, which gineſt re- 


of roughnefle, and ſharpeneſle , througa their 
[:nnes, it with groancs, and delue of pardon, 
they fly towards thee, Thoudefendeit vs from 
the wrath of God , to which we are ſubicct. 


] 


that ſo they may be weaned by litlc and litle tr6 


art abſent, ſuch rempeits of the ſea may rife, as 
to putt the ſoule into hazard of being loit, yet 
itil! thou forgettelt them nor, Thou biddelt 


then, thou goelt to pray for-them, They thin- 
ke, thou halt layed them alide, andthat thon 

{leepeit; and thenart thou vpon thy Knees for | 
tem, And when torce partes of the night | 
were aiready paſt, and wheu it feemed to thy | 
inflaite wifedome, that then thou hadft Kept 


{ for all is firme vnder thy feete ) and thou 
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dreweſt nearc thy ſeruants, when my thought 
| race fartheſt of from them: and thou vireredſl 
theſe words of coalidenceto thein : 1t 1 {: be not 
4frayed, | 

O Chriſt our lord , thou diligent and care- 
tull paſtour of chy ſheepe , and how muchis 
that ſoule in errour , who will not confide in 
thee, and through thee, from the moſt pro- 
found internall parte ofthe hart: if w oy he 
can becontent to amende his life, and toſerue 
thee 2 O that thou wouldſt but let men know, 
how much reaſon , they haue, who cometo 
giue themſclues to thy ſeruice , not to be dif- 
mayed, ynder the conduct of fach a Captaine; 
and that there is noe accident, which ougntto 
putt. anie ſeruant of thine, into ſo great affli- 
ction and feare, as the newes of whar thou art 
Ought to giue how comfort. It thou, O lord , 
Wert EFy7 knowne , there 15 no foul: whicl 
would not louc thee and confide 1n thee, vn! 
leſſe it were ſtrangely wicked. 

For this it 1s, that thou ſaylt : [ris I , therefore 
doe not feare. Lam he, who kill, andgiue life : 1 
calt then downe , 25 low as hell : and I draw 
them back againe; that is,I aftlict a man till he 
thinkes , he dyes and then againel refreſh , 1 
recreate end I giue him life. I calt men into 
certaine 4iſcomforrs , Which ſeeme hell to 
them : but when they are there, I forgett them 
not, but I fetch themfromehence, and they 
are but therefore mortified, that they may be 
quickened. I ſende how not thither , to 


IS 
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them elcape the ſubſtance of that true hell 
after dcath , and that they may fly vp to 
| heauen, I amhe, who can dcliuer you from. 


— 
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am of P10 goodnelle ; and Tam he, who | 
know how todo it, forTI amot infinite lwiſe-: 


| ye 5 profoundly loued you, that Gl thc louc 
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remayne there, OM that chores entry into that 
thadow of hell may be a meancs to make 


all attliction , for I am of infinite power, 
And I am he , who will deliver you , forl 


dome, I am your Aduocate for 1 embraced 
your cauſc as mine owne. I am your ſurety, | 
tor I haue made myſeif ſubiect ro all your | 
debts. I am your Lord . who haue purchaſed 
you with mine owne bloud : ; and with no 
Meaning to torgetr you , but to doe you ho-! 
nour , if you will ſcrue me, becauſe you were | 
bought at ſo high a price. { am he, who ha- | 
of you , I haue becne contented to be 
transformed into you , and to become paſlt- | 
ble and mortall. I , who in mince owne na-| 
rure , was very farre from being ſubicct to | 
ſuch miſerie. Iam he, who deliucred my ſelf 
oucr to innumerable corments of bodie, _ 
farre greater torments of minde , that you | 
might take hart to endure ſome for loue of 
me, and to conhde, that you ihall in fine, be 
freed trom them, ſince I am he, who vnder- 
take it, 1 am your Father, as Iam God, and 
your elder-brother, as [ am man. I am your 
Chriit, & your redemption,and what teare can 


_ = 4 my — Sow 
ona. boo Wer pr Jun IIA ſo 


you then haue of your debts , it by penance, 
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and Contculon, you demaunde a generallre- 
leaſe of them 2? I am your reconciliation, and 
| of whoſe wrath canyourhen be atiaide 2 Iam 
chattrac-loues-Knott of fricadihipp ,and how 
then can you thinke, that you are failen out 
with God 2? I amyourdetender : and what op- 
polites can you apprehende? I am your treind, 
and how then doe you feare, that you can want 
| anie thing, which I hauc, vnletle you will nee- 
| des departefrom me? 

| My bodie, and my bloud is yours : and why 
| thendoe you feare bunger? nay , my veric hart 
1s yours , and why then doe you feare to be for- 
gotten? yea and my divinitie 15 yours, and what 
doubt can you then haue of miſcrie ? For acce(- 
fories vnto that Principall , my Angells are 
| yours to detende you. My Saints are yours, to 
' pray for you. My bleſſed motives is yours, tobe 
the caretull and indulgent mother of you all. 
The earth is yours, that you may ferue me vpon 
[it, The heaucn 1s yours, foryou shal: cnioy it, 
and me init, Thedeuills, and beilis alſo yours, 
for you shall treade it and them vnder toote, 
[like Jaues, who arechayned vp intiat priſon, 
This life is yours, becauſe with it you gett an- 
other, which shallneuer ende. Your honeſt en- 
rertainements and delights are yours, For you 
dire them to my glorie. Your paynes are 
yours , for you endure them for my loue, and 
for your owne true good, Your temptations 
are yours, becauſe they arc occaſion of your 
meritt, and of an enerlaſting Crowne in hea- 
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uen. Your death is yours, becaule it is to = 
the immediate ſteppeto your eternall lite, 

And all theſe things you Ay icin me; 
and by my meanes ; For neither did 1 caine | 
chem for myſclf alone , neither will I enio 
chem alone; for whenT putt myſclt into your 
Companie | by taking your tlesh vpon me, I did 
it, to make you partakers of all the mieritr, 
vw hich 1 « hould acquire by mylabours, my fa 
{M: ng, eating, ſweating , weeping , and =; the 


| enduring of f all my torments eg W death, if the 
taulit be net your owWne, : | 
Now, you cannot account your{ſelt poore, 
who policlicſo great riches,it you doc not wit- | 
tingl} throw cha av ay, by your wicked litc. 
Be not diſinayed; for I will not forſake yOu. 
[t 25 rrue, That you are no better, then ſome 
TLQNe : »lalles; but I will holde you falr in my 
hand. Your weakcnelle ſerrs of, my.ſtrengtn | 
the more, From your finnes nd nuſcries , I | 
dravw ti:c manitciiation of my goodnefle, and 
mercic, There 13 nothing, w hich sball be able 
to hurt you, it you will loue me, and confide 
| in me, Thinke not of mc according to your 
OWNRe opinio 218, and the t1vagmients , which are 
made by flesh anc bloud ; but Sinks of me by 
a ſtrong futh with loue; nor by the apparance 
of extciour fignes , but by that hart of mine, 
\v hich was open ed for you vpon the. Crolle, 
that you might diſmilie all doubt, whether you 
arc ebcloued| by mc or no, foraſimuch. as Ri 
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without, and a hart, which was ſo wounded 
by that launce within; and yet more wounded 
by my loue, 

How thall I denye myſelf tothem ; who 
ſeeke me, to do me honour, linceT went out to 
that way, where thoſe others ſought me to of- 
fende me. Lottered myſelf ro ropes and chai- 
nes, which afflicted me; and shallIrefuſc my- 
ſelf tothe hart and armes of Chriſtians, where 
[ defire to repoſe 2 I yeilded myſelf to thoſe 
ſcourges, and to that hard pillar ; and shall 1 
denye myſe!f to that ſoule, which will be ſub- 
ict to me? I turned not away my tace from 
him,who {trooke me; and snallI turne it away 
from him, who will holde himlelt happy, that 
he may bcholde and adore me, har litle con- 
dence is this, that {eing me to be voluntarily 
torne in pieces by the had of dogs,forthe louc 
of my children, yet thoſe children should be 
doubttull, whether I loue them, or no,though 
they be contelled to loue me ? 

Conlider , o yce ſonnes of men, and tell 
me, whome l[ euer deſpiſed, if he defired to be 
well with me > whome haue I abandoned, if 
he called on me >» from whome hauel fled , if 
he ſought me 2 1 conuerſed , and I fedde with 
finners : yea I called, and I iuitihed them , who 
were forlorne, and euen fowle in4ionne, Nay,l 
am importunate to winne their harts,w ho loue 
me not. I make myſelf a beggar to all the 
world, and what cauſe 1s there then to {uſpect 
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louc me, and to make expreſſion of that loue? 
| Andthough I may cocecale it fomertimes,y et CO 
I not leaue to louec ; but cuen forthe very louc, 
I beate to wy creatures, I couer it; for whome 
nothing is {o good, as ggr to Know any thing, 
which concernes themſelues , but to remitt 
themſclues wholy to me. In that ignorance, 
doth their Knowledge conliſt; in that ſuſpence, 
their ſtrength, and in thatſubiection, their do- 


ic lycs in no other hands but mine, which are 
allo hers, lince for her they were nayled vpon 
| the Crolle, Yea , they are more hers, then mi- 
| ne, fince they Jaboured more for the purchaſe 
| of her good, then of mine owne. And to the 
 ende, tharI may drayy her out of all ſelf con 
ceipt, and make her follow my dircCtion; it is 
| I, who conduct her into this darkeneſle, that 
ſo she may know nothing of herſelf, Bur yer 
{£111 it $he putt her confidence in me, and de- 
arte not from my ſeruice, I will deliver her, 
and I will glorityc her; and allthis will I per- 
 formeto her, Be fauthfull ro death, and I will gzue 
lliee 11e (rowre of life, 
| This fayth our Lord to all faithfull ſoules, 
and this be ſayth to yours, which I pray God 
to keepe, Amen, 


| whea there is ſo great diligence vſed both, to 


[ 


| 


| 
minion. And it ought ro ſuffſe a ſoute ) that ' 
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1 Letter to 4 Lady R who ws 4 Religions Woman, 
and 1m yreat aff}1&1on, He shewes , how troubles | 
arc the proofe of Faith aud Loue :n the ſernants | 
of God; and bow confident they onoht to be of his | 
Diuine Muaeſy in the middefi of therr troubles, 


A S ſoone a1 receiued your letter, I offered 
thankstoour lord, for hauing giuen youa 
ligne, that your yocation came from his hand; 
and this ſigne is, that you haue ſuffered rrivula- 
ton, You muſt not be alittle giad of this, lince 
our Lord loues you. Nor yet mult you beflack, 
lince you are in the mid{t of many dangers; butt 
carry youreyetowardes him, whoe hath calted 
you with ſoe great loue. You muſt alſoe hauea 
itrong hart, For he called you not with inten- 
ton to giue you oner in the midſt of your iour- 
ney ; but to guide you vnder the protetion of 
ht; owne wings, till he may haue conducted | 
you to heauen , where you ſhall ſce his face. 
Let not the Faith of Chriſt our Lord, nor the 
louc you owe him {lcepe in you; for he neuer | 
{leepes , whea there is queſtion of doeing you 
anic good, 

Tacſe are tokens, which he vſes to ſende, | 
to waome he loues, to trye, if they alſo louc | 
him in their afllictions, and if they confide in 
him in ticir dangers, That ſpouſe 15 not wor- 


thy of thankes, who loues her fellow-ſpouſc 


eee. ew 
— —  ———— RX — — —c — Co . _—— — —_ 


but |y 


———_— -_— '—— —G— —_ _—_—_— YO — LOO WY SO —_—_— —_— — —_— 


_— —"— 


—  * 
ts. Ai. it... 


—_— 


—_— 


i EPISTLES. 


but onely when he is preſent with het , nor 
doth it coſt her much ro confide in him , when 
She findes herſelfe regaled by liim. But the mat- 
ter is, that, when he abſentes himſelf from her, 
yea and when he ſeemes to haue forgotten her, 
che muſt loue him ſo much the berter, as he is 
further abſentfrom her, and confide in him fo 
much the more , as she. hath fewer exteriour 


| [1gnes of his fauour. 


It isenoughfor you, my god ſiſter, to haue 
knowen alreadie by experience , how louing 
our lord hath beene to you, by his hauing dra- 
wen youto the knowledge of himſelf, And be 
you not crauing nei teſtimonies of his loue, 
but make yourſclt ſure enoug hthereof, and be 
not troubled , although he correct you , and 
though it ſeeme,, as if he eſtranged himſelf from 
you, and forgott you ; but rather'ſay thus : He 
bath a minde to trye me, and not to oppueſſe me. You 
muſtlouye our lord, though he correct you; you 
muſt confide in him, though you teele no com- 
fort from him. Seeke him, though he hide him- 
(elf; ſuffer him notto reſt, till you baue waked 
him, and till he confcfſe, that you are fairhfull 
in his abſence : and thus you shall inde him to 
returne to you , with ſo much aduantage, as 
that, when you enloy his preſence againe, you 
will eſteeme your former afflitions well ent- 
ployed. | 

Procure great courage, wherewithto ſuffer; 
for after the rate of your ſorrowes , shall your 


comforts be. Be not a loner of yourſelf : but 
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| lince youare inthe midſt of many da angers; butt | 
carry youreyetowardes him, whoe hath called 
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1 Letter toa Lady, who was 4 Religions Woman, 

_ in creat affi11on, He shewes , how troubles 

ic the proofe of Faith aud Lou :n the ſernants | 

Fr God; and bow confident they on bt to be of bs 
Dinine Mae”y in the middeſi of their rnoubles, 


A I ſoone at1 receiued your letter, I offered 

thankstoour lord, for hauing giuen youa 
ligne, that your vocation came Tom his hand; 
and thisf gne is, that you haue ſuffered rrivula- 


our Lord loues you. Nor yer muſt Wh be ſlack, 


you with {oe great loue. You muſt alſoe have a 
ftrong hart, For he called you not ywith inten- 
ton to giue you oner in the midſt of your iour- 
ney ; but to guide you vnder the proteftion of 
his owne wings, till he may haue conducted 
you to heauen | where you ſhall ſee his face. | 
Let not the Fair! a of Chriſt our Lord, nor the 
loue you owe him {Icepe 1 in you; for he neuer 
ſleepes , whea there is queſtion of doeing you 
anic good, 
T! acſe are tokens, which he vſes to ſende. 

to waome he loues, to 9h if they alſo loud 
him in cher alliGions: and if they confide in 
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but onely when he is preſent with het , nor 
doth it coſt her much ro confide in him , when 
She findes herſelfe regaled by lijm. But the mat- 
ter is, that, when he abſeates himſelf from her, 
yea and when he (eemes to haue forgotten her, 
che muſt loue him ſo much the berter, as he is 
further abſent from her, and confide in him ſo 
much the more , as she hath fewer exteriour 


| tones of his fanour, 


It isenoughfor you, my gobd lifter, to haue 


knowen alreadie by experience , how louing | 


our lord hath beene to you, by his hauipg dra- 
wen youto the knowledge of himſelf, And be 
you not crauing neiv teſtimonies of his loue, 
but make yourſelf ſure enoug hthereof, and be 
not troubled , although he correct you , and 
though it ſceme, as if he eſtranged himſelf from 
you, and forgott you ; but rather'ſay thus : He 
bath a minde to trye me, and not to oppueſſe me. You 
muſt loue our lord, though he correct you; you 
muſt conhde in him, though you teele no com- 
fort from him, Seeke him, though he hide him- 
(elf; ſuffer him not to reſt, till you haue waked 
him, and till he confcfle, that you are fairhfull 


i 


in his abſence : and thus you shall fnde him to 


returne to you, with ſo much aduantage, as 
that, when youenloy his preſence againe, you 
will eſteeme your former afflitions well em- 
ployed, | 

Procure great courage, wherewithto ſuffer; 
for after the rate of your ſorrowes , shall your 
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comforts be. Be not a loner of yourſelf : but 
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| be a louer of God : looſe yourſclf, and foe} 
you $hall bee ſure to finde yourſelf. And if 
once yow would bud truſt God home , and 
if once you would offer yourſclfe to him 
| with true loue , there could nothing hap- 
pen , VW h:ich would fright you, All bitter 
frozen aftlictions proccede but from diſtruſt 
in God, And for this our lot fayde : et rot 

onr barts bee thoubled, and de nut feare. Ton be = 
 lerwe in God : beleine alſoin we So that Fa:thand | 
love is the cauſe of peace and quietnefle to) 
the hart, | 
| There is noone thing, which is ſo neceſla- 
ric for you , towards the making you able to 
| arrive at theende of that dayes worke , whce- 
| rein God hath placed you , as to cc nhide in | 
him with loue, Our lord hath manie proofes 
to make of you : and manie tribulations hall | 
growe, where you looke leaſt for them ; but | 
if you ſtand armed with Farth and lowe , you| 
Shall ouercome them all, Doe but remember, 
how the children of Iſrael , when they were 
iGued our of rhe land of Egypt, by meanes of 
{ſo manie miracles, and were paſſing through 
{o manie afflictions , before they arriued at 
that land , which our lord had promiſed 
them, ſayd thus : The people , which poſſeſſe this 
land , 1s greater and ſtronger , then we; they haut 
mighte Citties , whoſe walles doe euen threaten 
the 5kye : we cannot onercome ſuch a ('onte na-| 
tion a5 this : to what ende doe we putt onvſelue: 
vpon this iournie > And though ſome amongſt 
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which himſelf had promiſed, 
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him , and hope tn his mercie : 
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It to you : 


to {ceme the $shorter 
doe want the trees of otier 
wich might give you Shade : 


tem , who had tauy , did encourage the 
that ſince God was on their fide, 
they Should calily, be able to eucrecome , 
they had done till then : yet feare preuailed 
lo farre, as that they offended our lord the- 
reby , and through their licle confidence, | 
they loſt theland , and God deflroyed them. 
in the deſert , without ſuffering them to en- 
 loy that, for which they had laboured , and' 


Ler vs take warning , my good Siſter, 
by the danger of others , and let vs knowe, 
chat our Lord hath guſt in ſuch as feare 
and 1s of- | 
tended with ſuch , as doe not ſo. It is he, 
who drew you out of the captiuitie of E- | 
gypt, when hee inſpired your hart with a. 
delire of bcing his : and he leades you ſtill 
through this deſert, which is (o vnpleaſant : 
where ſometimes you want the bread of do-: 
Ctrine for lacke of ſuch , as might breake | 
Ar other times you want com- | 
panie , which may ſpeake of fpirituall 
things , that ſo your way might bee made 
Art other times you 
recreation , 
| and thus 
in ſteede of theſe commodities, you haue 
2 thouſand diſcomforts, Now tempracions 
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reſt | 


as | 
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to your buſineſle, For he , who did that for you, | 
which was more, can neuer fayle to do that for 
you, whichis lee, He, who made you a friend 
of an enemie , will better Keepe you now, 
when you are his friend. He, whodid not aban- 
1 don you, when you fled from him, will much | 
| [efle flye now from you , when you folio | 
him, | 
Who is he, thatcan ſay with anie truth, thar | 
God did not helpe him, if he were defired > See | 
you haueno feare, O you ſeruant of Chriſt, in | 
any thing , which may happen to you : but | 
| confide in him , w ho loued you {o well, as to | 
| dye for you, It is true, that you haue but one, 
whoproteRs you: but that one is of much mo- 
| *< power, then all they, who contradict you. 
Do not thinke, of, how great the gyants, and 
| how ſtrong the citties are, which you mult en- 
Ns.14 | counter : for it is not you , who muſt fight, Br: 
holde you your peace , and our lord will fight for you, 
Do not fly from the warre, nor abandon your- 
ſelf , as one , who were ouercome , and fo you 
Sball ſee the favour of our lord tewards you, For in 
is warre , he onely looſes the bartaile , who | 
| Quitts rhe field, Ir is true , that you are weake, 
but in that weakeneſſe of yours God will sbew bis 
ſtrength, It is true that you know not much: bur 
God hiniſelt will be your guide, By your mt 
| ſeries, God will make your mercies appeare. 
Wioe are you, that you should be able to 
patſe throuzh ſuch, difficulties 2 But yer a 
In. | with Paurd : In the fleength of my God L will leap 
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that Jig is to eſteeme that for affliction , 
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UUCY A wall : v ho are you, that S hould be able. 


thouſands Should riſe againſt me , yet my hart Shall 
(701 ſeare. Beleiue , my good liſter , that how 
much the harder this balnefle 3 is for you , o 
' much the eaſier it is for Almightie God, And 
therefore you muſt haue great diſtruſt in re(- 
pect of your owne weakeneſle : bur great 
' confidence withall, in God's ſtrength, Infal- 
 libly hee will crowne yow , if yow conti- 
| nue in his loue : and if youdoe confide , that 
| by his grace , you $hall obtaine that croy- 
| NE, 

| Forgett not this Pr omiſe of Chriſt our lord: 

him, who confeiles me before men, that man 


| 
| 
| 
| 


will I confeſle before my Father , who is in | 


| heauen : bur him , who denyes me before 
; men , that men will I alſo denye before my 
Father , who is in heauen. Can you thinke, 


which he endures for the confeſſion of chrif 
our lord , fince itis ro haue fo high a rewar- 
de as thas with ſo much honour he shall be 
| crowned by him at the day of judgement be- 
fore his father 2 Happie 1s that [ufferance: 

happie that dishonour and pouertie, to which 
ſo high an honour doth ſucceede, What kin- 


to fight? but yet lay with him againe : Though Pſa.2t 
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de of ioy will it be for you , O my, good {1- | 


Mat.19 


ſter , to heare theſe wordes from the mouth 
of Chr it our lord himſelf, and that in preſen- 


} 


Father , and poſſeſſe the kinsdome , which is pre-. 


ce of the whole world : Come you bieſſed of my (Mat.1s. 
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Shall thus fing to her , who hath beene a faith- 
full ſeruant of that Celcſtiall king : Come, o Spou- 


prepared for thee : and that not for one aa R but 
jor alleternive, What will the ſpouſes of Chriſt 
our lord conceaue , 'when hauing palled 
through the ſea of this life, and their enemies, 
who diſturbed vs , remaynivg drowned the- 
rein, they shall (ing thus with great ioy , for 
hauing runne through this dangerous world, 
without being ouerwhelmed wich the vices 
thereof : [be ſriare us broken, and we are del:nic- 
red : eur helpe is in the name of ony lord. W hat 2 
day will that be , when that true Marre , te 


brell, which is her ſacred bodie, prayling God 
both in bodie and foule . avd Ginging thus 
Come, magnifye our lord with me , and letr 


VS exalte his name in mucuall ſociety with one 
| another, | 

Happie are you, if you be found faithfull to 
che ſpouſe, who choſe you. Happie ate you, if 
you haue the courage to caſt away that , which 
is preſent vnder the moſt certaine promiſe of 
Chriſt our lord , for that , which 1s tuture. Be 
confident , my good filter , in taking his | 
word : for you are not the firſt, to whome hee} 


hath paſled ir, andfulfilled it : neither shall you 


| be she , with whome that word shall want | 


| effecte, He gave his word to ſaynt Catherine, 


ſaynt Agnes, faynt Barbara and ſaynt Lucie, 


paved for you > What will it be, when the Angells 


je of Chriſt . receine that crewne , which our lord hath. 


virpia of virgins, shall goe before with her Tim- 
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[and two innumerable other ladie virginis : and 
[tell me now how completely he hath perfor- 
med it, They had the courage to deſpiſe the 
| Poore preſent world : and you ice, that now 
| they raigne with God. They lined heere in 
lids] ; and they are now in an eternitie of 
repoſe. Through how mante combats did 
they paſlle 2 and they now enioy the euerla- 
ſting crownes of their conqueſts. They fled 
from ſpouſes of the earth : and they Wars 
the king of heauen to bee in loue with 
them. 

If they had followed the trace of. this 
world, their delight had beene alreadie paſt, 
and cheic memories would haue becne forgot- 
ten.” But they loued that, which was eternal]; 
and therefore their felicitie shall not dye: and 
their memorie $shall not decay, They were 
written in the boolke of God : and therefore 
neither water nor winde , nor fire , nor time 
[ can make them waſte. For that booke is in- 

corruptible : and fo is the name , which is 
' written in It. 

You muſt therefore procure to hane a 
{trong hart cowards God , whoe 1s . your 
 faluation- : and doe not thinke , that hee 
ſelles heauen deare to you : for YOU haue not 
yet Shed your bloud for him , as thoſe 
orhers Shed theirs. Our lord treates you like 
a weake creature : and you should bee a 
.Shamed to haue giuen him ſuch cauſe. If you 
had had more faith and conficence 1n dings 
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and more loue to ſuffer for him, he would hauc 
procured you more afflictions,r zethe ende, that 
you might haue purchaſed cher Crowned 

Do not content yourſelt with ſuffering litle, 

conſidering how great your rewarde {hall be. 
| and how much Chriſt our Lord ſuffered far 
you, He gauehis lite for you , and he was dee- 
pely tormented and deſpiſed. How then come 
you thus to complaine of the touch of a flye? 
, |doebutloue, and you will defire to ſuffer, Let 
your loue be Joubled ,and you will ſufter ſor- 
rowes , which are doubled, The loue of our 
| Lord akes ſuch as poſlelle ir, more greedie of 
ſuffering, then the loue of ones ſelfe, of repo- 
fing. It makes, that anie burden weighes light, 

for loue is ſtronger then death. He,who loues 
not, groanes vnderthe burden, like {ome lazic |} 
| beat; but he, who Joues, runnes and flyes, and 
it i "Eg not to feele the weight cuen of 
his owne bodic, nor of whatſocuer clſc they | 
can Jay vpon it. 

It is not, my good Siſter, that the afflictios, 
which we ſuffer , are great; hos that our loue is 
litle. The weight of a pound 15no great weight; 
but yet lay it ypon ſome litle childe, and he will 
ſay : O bow heame ut werghes ? whereas if a man | 
cas VP, he would ſcarce fecle it. And ſo 
take you it fora figne, that if you loue little, | 
your afflictions will weigh heauy vpon you; but | 
it you loue much , you will ſcarce allowe them 
to = afflictions. For you will be ſo inebriated | 
© ith loue, that nothing can be able to diſtr act 
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you from the taſte thereot. You will inde a 
oood {auout in the very ſuftering it ſeit , and 
| you wall draw walty out of the rocke 5 and hony out 
| of the itonic hilles, 
Doc bur loue, and you ſhall not be ſubicct 
to aftlictios, but you {hall be ſuperiour to them 
as theirlady; & you ſhall prayſe tim, \yho deli- 
| UCrS yOu tro them. lf they threaten you with death, 
you will bid it wellcame , that ſo you may entoy lYue 
life, If wath bannishment , yeu will ſay, That you 
eſteeme yourſelf bannished , whereſceuer you are, till 
you may arriue to ſee the face of God, And that it im. 
ports you litle, whether you goe to heauen f; em this oy 
that parte of the earth; And that if you bane God jy 
your companie, whereſoencr you are , you 5ball be bat. 
pre 3 and if not » YOHY OWne conunry wall 2140 you Mts 
| ſerte enough, If you ſee yourſelf contemned,ſ.cy : Chyiff 
onr Lord {5 my hengur 5 and be honours me, let the 
| world deſþ ſe me, lo hee value me, 
| Doenotafflityourſelf abour the neceſſity, 
| which you may ſuſtaine of preſcat chings; for 
| of yourſeit you mult deſpiſe them, throughti,e 
defire, which you haue, to liuc in conformity 
| with Chriſt our Lord , who made bimfclf a 
poorc man for you. Whatis there in the world, 
| which ough to fright you? if the Joue of Chrit 
| our Lord have wounded you, you will treade 
the deuill ynder foote , you will deſpiſe his 
| threates , and you will paſle with courage, 
through all your enemies. Put your truſt in 
| him, who loues his louers. There is nothing, 
which you will not be able to doe in him.Goe, 
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| and buy whatſocuer you want of him, though 
ae aske you all this world for it; & ſee,that you 
oe not found without the loue of him, though 
it ſhould coſt you your life.. He ts 4 hidden trea 1. 
'e; but he, who findes him \ ſelles all,to buy him, For 
1n him alone, he findes _ morerich, then 
with the multitude of all ofher things. 

And now,if it concerne cuery one of vs to 
loue him , how much more doth it 1mporte, 
that ſhe doe it, whome hehath choſen tor his 
ſpouſe. It becomes the ſe uant to fearc his Mat- 
ter, and the ſonne to honour his fatter; bur the 
Spouſe to Loue her fellow ſpouſe Sec. you loue 
our Lord; and take noreſt, tillhe haue, graun- 
ted you this guift. Loue him with reuerence; 
for that is the kinde of loue , which he likes. 
| Efteemenot himthelef(le, becauſe he commu- 
nicates himſelf to you; but wonder , how ſo 
areat an altitude, as his, can {toope to ſuch a 
profound baſeneſle as yours. It is the propertic 
of ill-natured and i1|-mannerd ſeruats, to yalue 
| their Maiſtersat aleſle rate , for vouchlahng to 
deſcende, and become familiar with them, then 
if they had lined with them like Loxds. But 
they who line intrue light, eſteecme that Lord 
ſo much the more, as he doth the more youch- 
ſafe to diminiſh himſelf. | 

The true loue of Chriſt our Lord carrics 
this badge with it , in token that it is indeede 
of him. That as it apprehendes and highly 
eſtcemesthe goodnefle of God; ſo it alſo appre- 
hendes and profoundly diſeſteemes the wic- 
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 Kednefſe of man, Therefore loue, adore, and 
{eruc our Lord wh loy , but yet yeieyee "HD tYem= 
 bliug, Not a trembling as of aſlaue inthe mid(t 
of tormeats ; but as of atrue and tenderhar- 
ted childe ; who highly feares to giue any dil- 
'gult to her father , how litle ſocucr it may 
bee. bs 
Of yourſelf you can doe none of theſe 
things ; but if you humble your hart in the 
AC knowle: dgement of your owne miſeries , it 
| y ou preleat - yourſeife often in prayer before | 
| Chriſt our Lord;if you lodge him in your breaſt 
| by the C Communion ; it you licare him ſpeake to 
you in your ſviritugll reading ; andin fine, it you 
| will but give bim leaue to helpe you, you are. 
| to have confi .cnce, that by litle & litle, he will 
be hicaling your foule , notwithſtanding all the 
harih encounters, which may OCCUITC, 
Doe not iſtarte out of his hands, though 
the cure putt you to payne ; for., in fine, 
he will worke the curc at the fiteſt time: 


| And for the afflictions , which he (onda 
you, and the delights, whereof he depriues | 
| you, he will giue you his owne molt plentie- | 
| | full delight , which {hall inebriate you , as 
; | it it were with ſome {welling riuer , and 
you {hall be in full joy for all cternitie, | | 
6 without the want of anie good , and with- | 
e| out the feareof looſing, w hat you haue, You 
y (hall there inde yourſelf to be highly well con- | 
* tent and payde; and more felicity thall be im- 
M parted toyou, then yourſelf could tell, howto | 
[A - a | EEE. 
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I F in the night of the Narnnity of our Lord, 


| = Hg 
delire, Which felicity is nota creature, but the 

Creatour himſelf of allthings , that true God, 

| 


| who liues and raignes for the cternity of all | 
cternitics, Amen. 


II I INI I I INIIIVDY 
A Letter of the Authour to 4 Lady, He shewes how 
Chriſt our Lord , being placed vpon tbe Crolle, 
55 that glaſſe , wherein wee may ſce all the 5p2its of 
our joules , and wherein wee way alſoe finde the | 
Cure of all our miſeries, A ad thatitis an. Herpriſe | 
of great honour to bte carrying a part ef his Crofle, 


— 


they carried you to Mn Caluary, and have 


| gluen you compaſſion tothe Crucifix , and tea- 


res wherewith to wall his feete; it may well 
be belciucd that now, when you are in ! ex, 
and ncerc the time , whercin the holy paſston 
ot our Lord is repreſented , he will kcepe you, 
as ſuch a fixed Inhabitant of chat hill, as to ſut- 
fer you to depart noe morc from thence, This 
issucha thing, as that you may ſafely ſay with 
Saint Peeter , it 3s good for vs 19bee heeve z and it 
ſhall be a better ſuite toour Lord, then his was. 


For hedeſircd toremaine on that hull, where re- 
poſe and delight were to be found ; but in this 
other, thercis affliction; and therefore this car- 
ryes a teſtimony with it , of greater loue, For 
notin reſting, but in labouring, and ſuffering, 
is the louc of our Lord employed and ſhewed. 


Doeyou, Lady, remaine in thoſe woundes 
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| ſound thereof, And ſome ( that 1s ſuch as are 


| itay notto looke, at leaſure, vpon this mighty 


EPISIELEES 
of our Lord, tince for the cure: of your woun- 
des he accepred his. And though you be not to 
endure the like for his ſake; yet lerthemſerue 
you at leaſt to make you thanke him, and to 
lament him, and to haue compatſon on him, 
fince your linnes,are they which placed him, in 
loe extreame diltreſſe. Continue there , and | 
paſle not on, with ſuch haſte as you would doe 
by lome 1l-prouided country 1nne. 1 Ley whoe 
paſjed an by their owne Way , Shooke thetr heads and 
vlaipbemed ous Lord. But ixe you yourlelfe cloſe | 
by the Crefje , like that virgin-morher , and like 
that be/oxed diſciple , and thoſe other holy woe- 
men, For they who runn ouer this {oe great 
bencfit, in ſuch haſte, doe neither vnderitand. 
it, nor thankfully acknowledge it; and therc 
remayne noe more with them , but the meere 


| 


Infdells ) blaſpheme him for it; becauſe they. 


worder of loue. 


| 


\giue you. And you will profoundly hbec aſhamed 


3 X : 4 
| heere . becauſe 1 haue choſen 1t. And if the posſe, 


Burt the Chriſtian , who hath takenvp his 
lodging heere, ſayth , and that from lus very 
hart, I h1s1s my reſt for ewer, and for cver will I dwell 


{hall not rermaine with, atleaſt , her hart nailed 
rothat r4jje, to which the body of her tellow- 
ſparſe veas nailed; how will ſhce poſlibly bee 
ableto c{capet! e name of vngratefull, and vn- 
kinde 2 There shall you finde remedye, againſt 
te poylon of thoſe faiſe prayſes, which men 
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| good, whe you ſee him, who indeede 15 good, & 
holy,to be proclaimed for wicked,& ta:ſe, The- 
re, ſhall you (ce, how little reafon you haue, to 
think,that whatyou doeis ynworthy of cftima- 
tion in any kinde;foraſmuch as concernes your 
part thereot, tince it is {oe weake, &lame, when 
Itis COpared with that which Chritt our Lord, 
wrought ypon the Croſſe; yea, & cuen with that 
| Which yourſelf, as you are, ought to voe, 


be able todiſcernethe ſpots, whichare in the 
tace of your ſoule, For when you haue beene 
the moſt meeke of all , if you compare that 
meeknes, with his, your mcekenes will be noe 
better, then meere wrath; and your obedience 
compared with his, will be \ cry diſorderly; and 
your huriity very proud, Yet the blind world 
willnecdes beleine,that there are noe othcr {10% 
nes, but thoſe, which it conceiues to be ſuch, 
Whereas the eyes of God are of another kinde, 
and he meaſures vs by another rule ; whereby 
many times he findes that to bee taulty which 
ſcemed in the eyes of men to bee excelictly,and 
ccpleatly done; When theretore they {hail de- 
liner out any of theſe poiſoned, & ſmooth-lying 
prayſes, ſay you inttatly in your hart, as S, Vavle 
did, he who tudes me 15 our Lard. And make halte 
to call to minde, how ourLord was proclaimed 
| fora wicked perſon. And befeech him, notro 
permitt that you bepublithe for one who is 
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Toperceiue yourſelf honoured, &proclaimedfor | 


Looke into this olalie, and you will caltly 


good , & be ſure you hould your rogue. foronr | 


| 


fo 
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lord will obſerue how the world goes, Naypro- 


cure you,& be carefull that when you are deſpi- | 


ſe], you may be very glad thereof, and perbaps | 


our lord doth not now permit any body to giue 
you ill words, becauſe he findes, that you haue 
not ſtrength wherewith to beare them. 

He w ho delires any part of the Cr«ſſe of our 
lord, mult receiue it, as he would doe {cme pre- 
tious R:{1qur, with great reucrence, & giuing of 
thankes, And he muit yalew it more, then he 
would allthe treaſures of the world, And be- 
cauſcthereareſoe few who cſteeme of thoſeRe- 
liques of the Croſje as they ought, therefore our 
Lord oftentimes doth not impart them; whoſe- 


plcaſure is that they be honoured, and beloued, 


and borne with ioy, And for this reaſon it is, 
that he leaues vs {till in our infancy , withour 
putting vs to the taskes of men. But how much 
mote then, are we to blame, if we be drawne 
downeto impatience, or ſuperffuity of ſorrow, 
tor any of thoſe thinges, which he ſendes. 

Soc that if you {hall carry a great loueto the 


Crucifix, he will giue you a part of his Croſſe But 


then ſce,that you embrace it,as an enterpriſe of 
great honour, according to what hefayth to the 
ſpenſe, Place mee as a ſtale vpon thy hart: and vpon 
thine a1me ; for lone 15 ſtrong as drath. And as for 
that paine whereinyou are, becauſe you may 
not receiue the Budy of our Lord inthe bleſſed: 
Sacram ni. ſoc oftenas you would;be not trou- 
bled thereat, ForI haue aiready tould you that 
our Lord isrcfolued that it ſhall coſt youſome 
what. And itis but reaſon thar it doe foe, fnce 
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| ourſoules caſt him ſoe much. Doe you thin-| 
Ke perhaps that by our Lords onely ſaying , L-1 
all joules ee mine, they inſtarly render themlelues 
| into his hands. Doe y ou thinke thatthe loue } 
| which you carry to our Lord, & the dominion | 
' which heexerciſes ouer you colt him but toyes? 
I can allure you it is not foe, But he ſhed his 
loud, as any flaue might doe, vpon condition, 
that your ſoules might be his, and he yours. 
| Tuſt foe, muſtthat ſoule doe, which hatha 
minde to obtaine him ; thatis, it muſt {weate 
firit, ir muſt weepe, it muſt importune him , it 
muſt endure ill wordes, yea and alſ{oe cuilldee- 
des atthe hands of others;yeaand it muſt ſeeme| 
little to haue endured this, but once. And it it! 
be not put toendure them, at leaſt it {hall have} 
gained much in hauing diſpoſed itfſelte,to ſuffer 
ſomewhat for him, & thus it proues, noe truit- | 
lefſe thing to ſeeke God, Negotiate your bul1- | 
| neflewith him, for if he ſay Yea, there is none | 
who canchinder it, and if any body offer to doe | 
it, it will not proue with bim ; butyer, if it 
| chaunce to proue, you may concludethereby, | 
that you haue not negotiated well, with our 
Lord.What ſhall I ſay to you? Cry out louder to 
 him:Follow my counſaile; and whenſecuer he 
giues you a great deſire to communicate , pro- 
cure then to be, juſt as if you were communica- 
ting indeed; And Leſcech our Lord, ſince he is}. 
omnipotent, that be will give youtbat, when 
you cer municate /1111rally, which he would 
haue given , if you had communicated Sacra- 
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mentally, For ſoe, you ſhall bee pleafing to his 
goodnes ; ahd he will not ſuffer you to goe 
empty from him, if you come well prepared, 
and it were not the. worſe if it mightbertwo or 
three dayes before, Yett now you mult not 
thinke, that you inay therefore faile , tro con- 
tetle your finnes afterward, to your Ghoſtly 
Father. But till you haue mcanes to declare 
themto him, I aduiſc, that you reiate them to 
our Lord, And aboue all things , keepe your 
hatt in peace and conſerue yourſelf inthe way 
of obedience, and humility, towards your Su- 
periours, and Prelatcs, For this is the way of 
our Lord , and you mult take heede you leaue 
irnot, Take courage to palicon,in your other 
deuotions, For though, when you are in them, 
youthinke you make noe profitt by them, I ſay 
you doe ; and afterwards you ſhall taſte the 
truite thereof, And our Lord will find a time 


to looke back with pittye vpon ſuch as {hall 


haue made much way after him. And oneday, 
of thoſe, when our Lord vouchſaftes to looke 
back vpon vs, is worth more then three, of 
thoſe others, wherein we laboured to goe after 
him, The crowne is preparcd for you in hea- 
ucn, God will be your detendour,and will not 
torget you. Perſeuer you in obedience, ll you 
{er our Lord of all Lords tm Syon, T beſecch him to 
make you dearly his; and that you may be kept 
tatc, and prouea ſaynt, Amen, 
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| beputt tocate ſtones; but that you will feede 
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| 
A Letter of the Authour fo a Ca- 
uallier , 4a freind and a Diſct- 

: ple of bus. 


On what doe ſpurres ſerue , if che bea 

be ſo lazie,as Iam ? And then adding to 
this theburden, which l; cs vpon me , of title 
health; it is no maruaile , if I ncither write, | 
nor anſwear, This letter is written in ſuch | 
{traytes of time , that I know not, wither 
it can be good for any thing , or noe, I haue 
reioyced much , that the 1nf.unt is weaned; | 
though ſome dye at thar age; as not hauing 
ſtrength , to cate the bread , with the ouſt, 
But fince our Lord takes you, for a Childe of 
promiſe ; as he did Iſaac, I hope in leſus Chriſt, 
that you will notdye of it, though you ſhould | 


— 


vpon them ; as Chriſt our Lord, tedde vpon 
the wine, with myrrbe, 

God will deliver you from conſenting | 
to linne, and your temptations ſhall ſerue 
you , in ſteede of the torment of the Cyoſje, | 
for his glorie , who dyed vpon it, And 
though” our enemies may bid vs come Jdow- 


| 


. . . » | 
our Lord , by continuing vpon it ; then to 


putt curfejues into caſe , by denying him. 


ne, we wull rather chooſe to confeile Chriſt | 
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You are acquainted alreadie, with thatſupre- 
me omnipoteat goodnetle of our Celeſtial] 
Father, whoſe power is ſuch, as to draw good | 
out of euill, and heate out of colde, And the- | 
refore be not diſmayde, though you ſee your- 
ſelf abſent, from the protection of your ſpiri 


——— 


barrenneſle, where you expected plentie, and 
aboundance, | 

Bce not afrayde to be alone with Chriſt 
our Lord , nox that you are to vnder-yalue 
| helpe, when it may bee had , by meanes of 
his ſeruants; but w e mult obey his ordinance, 
whenſoeuer he hall be pleaſed , that we re- 
maine 1n this world, without ſuccour. Be- 
caule our Lord is yſually wont in ſuch caſes 
to doe more vilible , and greater fauours, 1m- 
mediatly, then he did before by meanes of his | 
ſeruants. And ſuch a man comes to learne, 
that , Non ſum ſolus , quia Pater mecum eſt, | | 
4m not alone , becauſe my Father is with me. 
Then, Faith beginnes to encreaſe, and Prayer | 
dilates it ſelf by Lone; which is (ett forward, | 
by ſeing , how the ſoule is beloued. And 
| thus it eacreaſes by that, by which it ſeemed, 
and it was feared , that it would be dimini- 
Shed. And he findes ſociety, when he 1s alone; 
and he hath learnt to walke without a (tatte, | 
| though he be but weake, 
| Let there be no want of care, toreceiue | 
him , who is ail our good ; and be you cuer 
| ſaying, and that with truth: Loquere Domine,quia 
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| tuall Father, on earth; and though you fince | 
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dit ſeri tos , Speake, Lord, for thy ſeruanthea- 
/e« thee. Shutt vp yourſelf | inthe caſtle of your 
hart, which, though itbec as weake, as daſe 
| yct he, w ho comestodwell there, willmakeit 
| ſoftrong that all chat, thall proue 2lajje, which 
£32 3 Sas | 
canatlauitit; and itſelf ſhall remaine more fir- 
me, then /{ele, And for lacke of docing this, 
te foulcis full of weakencliic, and it may ſay, 
that, which is written : [itruſnm / cor Corum, 
nunc mierbunt. Ther hart 1s duided , and they 
Shall mn! tanily perish. 

There i 1s 00 place ſecure, where your hart 
may rc{t, but in that ſecret place of rerrcate, 
that mott hidden corncr, where none can en- 

cr, but Chrilt our Lor\, wears clanfrs, the dor- 
res 00192 Shutr, For it it departc from thence, it 
runacs as great hazard , as ſome light yong 
maydJe might doc amonglt dillolute men, And 
| iffomeiuſt puniſhment, were impolcd, & well 
executed, for euery time , that the hay {hould 
be g: adding vp and Jowne the ſtrcete, perhaps 
WC thould take warning by ourſelues, as eucn 
a very horſe, or mule willdoc. Though inGec- 
Ws who watches himſelf well, tall in- 
ſtantly be able to finde 2 punishment, which 
comes downe from heauen, ypon the very hart | 
itſelf , quands dilieit monere pedes » when it hath a 
mande to be eaddins; and then that, which fol- 
lowes, 15 this: "I non placuit, 

This guitr of recolleion, mult be gotten with |Þ ; 
much practiſe. For afterward the hart will [|Þ bf 
ſtay within, cucn of it ſelf, though we open | | 
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| them entring into the beatles: that is to lay, 
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in acage. Andthis1s HC of ali our ſpiri- | 
| tual] profire , and at the feete of Chriſt our 
' Lord, {SUB | haue it, if wemeane, that it 


the doore, to 1ct it out ; as a tame bird, willtitay | 


Shall he true profit, Chriſt leſus be wich VS 
all. Amen, | 


QURURNRTAYROQRENTRETERRT.QYQURURD 


A Letter of the Authour to 4 Ladie , encouraging | 
her to fight the bananles of cur Ck He chewes | 
the (i wulty of the deuill , and how jIyly be temples 
foules with pride, | 

ADAME , becauſe I conceiue that you 

hght the combarts of Chritt our Lord, | 

and doe franckely offer yourſelf to all afflic- 
tion, ſo that he may raigne in your hart : all | 
encouragement and affiltance is due ro you, 
from ſuch, 2s betheſcruants of God, who are | 
| mended to aducrtiſc thewicked man of |} 
the miſcrie, which is growing towards him, | 
that fo he may amende, and avoyce it; and to 
encourage ſuch as are oood; ;and ro goc ſfoun- 
ding the trumpert before them, when they ſee 


they are to giue hart by the word of God ito 
ar 4] as they percciue to fight for his hone 
For otherwiſe a5 ACcoUnt challbe demaunded 


$ 


of them, for the wicked , whome they had not 


F warned, fo alſofor the 79d , whome they had Exech. 3] 
Þ | not encouraged. And 6 chey Should bepuni- 
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{hed both for the cuii], which were commit- 
ted by the one, and for the good, which were 


| omitted by the other. 


Take you therefore hart, in that combartt, 
which the ancient Serpent makes aoainft 
you, heprocuring, to divide you from 'God, 
and you reſ{oluing toſticke cloſe to him: you 
mult be very watchful; for his chiete ayme, 
is at the hart, And it troubles him nor greatly, 
that a man ferue God, by recollefing his eyes, 
by keeping ſilence, hg praying , by [1nging 
i d:mne fjice , and the like; but to the hart 


| doth he conuey his poyſon; which i 1s 4 CErtai- 


ne vainc kindc of complacence, or proper eſti- 

nation , and loue of ourſelues. The fool:s; 
virgins , Were vir2ims; but becauſe they had ne 
oyle ker lampes , they heard this ſad word 
out of the mouth of our Lord. In the word 


of 1uth 1 [ay to you , tat | know you noi» Now, 


what is this lampe , but the hart © and what 


| 15 this vie , but the (prrit of truth . which 


maintaynes and fcedes it with good workes 
it we mcane, thatthey ſhall indcede be good, 
in the {1ghr of God 2 And what is this Spi= 
rit of 1314: , but that , which makes a man 
diſpleafing to hirmſelfe , and to ſeeme ill in 
bis owrie eyes; and that from his very hart, 
and ſoule , he may conceiue , that he is all 
vglie, and abominable , and that he is ama- 
zed to conlider, how God can ſuffer him ypon 
the earth ? | 

This is that nth, where in we mult liue, 


through the want of this, For confiding in 


{is not difplealing to himſelf ; but in the judge- | 


{ſuch , who onely hath a good opinion , and 
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and without this , we line in lyes. And ſo- 


metimes , the more vertue we thinke we | 


haue , and the better we eſtceme ourſclues in 
health, the more ſicke , and miſerable we be, 


ourſelues, wethinke we are ſomewhat ; whe- 
reas indeede it is not ſoe, in his fight , who 
diſcernes our harts , and faith : Thou haft the 
name of one , who lines , whereas indeede thou 
art dead, He hath the name of one , that lines: 
who falles not into publike ſ1nnes , which 
the world condemnes for enormous. Bur if 
ncuertheleſſe, he fall into other linnes, which 
are condemned in the indgement of Almigh- 
tie God ; for whar doth it ſerue him, to be| 
abſolued by the world, when he is cenſured by 
that iuſt Iudge? | | 

The werld , knowes not, how to holde| 
that man for wicked, nor to puniſh him for 


complacence in himſelf with pride, or at leaſt 


ment of God, that man is held for proude, and 
blinde, whodoth not, cuen {tinke to himſelf, 
as if he carried ſome dead dog, tyed to his noſe; | 
and who hath not a profound internall ſha- 
me , in the {ight of his Creatour; as heere men 
vic to haue , when they are preſented before 


ſome Iudge, hanjog beene taken,in the miner, 
' with enormous crimes, And if this pride arriue 
to be a mortall (inne, then doth it wholy ſqua- 
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erſon of God : - and if it oC but etal . this 
— RIM: with him but in parte, Thou haſt the face : 
of 4 harlott , and kuowelt not , what belongs to the ] 
'| hauins of any s5hame, Now it 15 an 4ll fanoured 
ſport inaſoule , to be voyde of shame, as it 1s 
| cuen exteriourly, when women want 1t. 
| The wo-{d condemnes not a man's confi- | 
| Cence in himſelf, northe eſtimation , which he | 
' may haue of himſelf nor areſolute will, which 
he may hauc to procure hisowne contentimet, 
\ But i ia the fizht of God, theſe and ſuch other 
things are great offences; , and they hinder gra- 
Ce, alowr -friendship wich bim, if they be mor- 
Me; ; and if they be but venzall . yerthey hinder 
ws profit , wv hich we might maxe of the gra- 
Ce, wkave : and it deſtroyes all inward com- 
munication with our Lord. Thedevill know- 
ing this, it troubles him not much, that a ſoule | 
'ma2y be aiiue, after the large manner , if inte- 
ious, and ſpiritually i it ® dead. And many 
ime; h he procures not, that ſuch a perſon may 
falls into apparant, os deformed linnes ; for if 
he should comitt any ſuch, he would be much | 
confounded thereat, For, obſeruing , that he | 
[had donethiugs, whichenen, in the cycs of | 
[the world were o wicked, hs would take perl 
Nance to hart, and would be diſplcaling to 
himſelf, in his yer y foule; and ſo would mende. 
But the deuill defires to holde him tycd faſt vp, 
in adeepe interiour blindeneſle, and ſo keepes 
him ſafe for himſelf , without inducing him 
ito committ other "Jab For if he fell into 
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them alſo, he would peraduenture giue ouer 
both the one. and the other ,and ſo eſcape out 
of his hand, 

You therefore mnſt/be ſure, to carry your 
cyes open, vpon your oWne hace ; : and when 
you hade not there a profound contempt , and 
confulion of yourſelf, inthe high preſence of 
Almizhtie God : be you well allured, that you 
are "ii trom knoing yourſelf ; mad that 
you hauc yct, no other c eyes , but of flech and 
bloud; and no true -eleſtiall light at all. For 
this Lizhi ſearches into the moſt hidden cor- 
ners, oh makes the ſoule. highly ashamed, | 
cuen ioftholk things , which in the f1ght of 
worldly eyes, will Gents to haue TERMk well 
done, After this shame, teares of gricte and 
true humility are wont to growe ; whereby 
the ſoule is wholy, and abſolutely made ſubicet. 
to God, & to cuefy creature for his ſake. Now, 
when has is wanting, all things goe after ano- 
therfashion, and tha a cured, but 
onely © 8s, And inthat caſe, we w call 
vpon our Celeſtiall Phiſition, & not giucoucr, 
till, by litle and litle, we may 9 oett ſome fall 
Nd of light, whereby roenter, and ſee the 
retraites and darke holes thereof, and finde 
| her fauites cuen in thoſe things, hibh haue 
apparance to be welldone, 

Our Lord dothnot inſtantly imparte this | 
uift; but when himſelf is beſt ht to doe 
. And inthe meane time, let vs know, that 
we mult be ſure, not to putt confidence i in our 
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owne workes; and if yet this vertue be now 
wanting to vs, let vs confide in our Lord, 
that he will beſtow it vpon vs, in his good ti- 
| me. For he, that promiſed That he will not giue 
4 ſtone to him , bo sball demaunde bread; and that 
our Father of heanen , will give a good [pr1t to ſuch 
26 a5ke it, 1 beſeech him to be your light, that 
{oyou may know him , to honour him; and 
that you may know yourſelf, to deſpiſe your- 
ſelf. And departe you , wholy from yourſelf, 
that you may be wholy ſubie to him. You 
muſt alfo con{ider, that you mult not want ſo- 
| me bodie, euen heere on earth, who may call 
you to an account, therefore {oe you gett great 
ſtore of ſanctity againlit the time, when you 
ſhall gocinto another world. And, inthe mea- 
ne while, beſure, there be nothing in you, for 
which it may importe me to chide you; and for 
which you may haue reaſon to be aihamed , as 
hauing beene a cauſe- of payne to vs both, 
Chriſt our Lord keepe you cuer, inthat de of 
his, which was pierced by a launce, Amen. 
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A Letter of the Authour 70 a certaine 
| 


| diſconfudece, &> of the benefutts which 


we entoy inC briſt our lord. 


D Oe not, Sir, I beſcech you, conceiue anie 
vn kindeneſſe at my hands, but forgiue me 
as S, Paul ſaith; lince God hath forgiuen the of- 
fences, which we haue commitred againſt him, 
You mow alreadie , how full of faults 1 am, 
which might ſuffice 1 to inake anie. man fayle in 
the ſeruice, which he owes, Sometimes I hane 
wanted a mellenger, as I did, where I haue bee- 
neof late, and doe yet remaine; For if no bodie 
bring me word of anie, I know not, where I 
am to {ceke him, I beleech you, Sir, beleiue, 
that in a matter of more 1mportance I will have 
Loue enough for the doeing you ſeruice, 

I holde this diſtruſt of Saluation , to ..ch 
yourell me, you are fubiect, for a molt plaine 


certaine, bur ſottish alſo. "Jo it deſerues no 
beter naine, then thar, if it will not be diſchar- 


{ ged-, by the conſideration of thoſe benefitts, 
| which we poſleſle in Chriſt our lord , as if this 


buſinetle, were the worke of our hands: or the 


God, through Ieſ#s Chriſt, You muſt-therefore 


Preacher , againſt the tempration of 


temptation, Nay , I holde it, nor onely to be| 


rewarde of our meritts; ; and not by the grace of 


| 
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| of that wrath , which our ftanes de{cerucyd. 


{ fclle, that Chriſt our lord dyed for vs ( he nb 
| w.cs inf, for vs, that were vault ) if you belctue | 


| praiſes to our lord : raking Gon thereof| 


| Faith, that our finnes arc pardoned , 425 We are | 
ſure, thatourlord , dycd for them, ( becauſc 


| are applyed to ys) yet the new hart, which God | 


enlarge your litle hart , towards the immenſe-| 
nelle @fcharloue, whecewich the Father gaue | 
vs his Sonne, and with him, gauc vs himl(clt, 
and the Ho!ir-G# oft, and all chings. Receiue this 
grace, with giuing of chaykes, and enioy you | 
God, ſince he beſtowes him(clf ypon you, And 
| if your demeritts fright you, remeinber , that 
one of the benefitts, which the Father 1 imp ar- 
testo vs in Chrilt our lord isthe payement of 
our debts: and the {weetening, and appealing 


| Why doe you qoubt of a pardon, lince you 
doubr not of that P.a/f.on , which he endured for | 
our finnes 2? What doth it prolict you, to CON- 


”_— 


not, that his death kilied our finnes : and now, | 
ifthey be dead, why do you fearethem ? For 
the Children of I/racl, whome cur lord crew 
out of Egypt, ſeing that their enemies Were 
drowned in the ſea, did not feare , butſung | 


from thoſe very enemies, who had perſecuted | 


them before ; and his formerly they had 
feared, And though we hauc not ſo aſſured 


we fo not lo certainly know , that his merits | 


| 8aue VS, when he called vs to ht mlelf, may be | 
' a good ligne of his friendslupp , md pardon, 


whereby we may well hope that our fines allo 


— 


—— & I __ th 


: EPISTLES. Ep. 56. 


arc torgiucy, And belides that ſþ1y4t of being his 
| hildrer,, which he gave vs, when he imparted 


| betaken for a particular aſſurance , that inthe 
bart of God, we are eſteemed as his ſonnes, 
lince inour hats, vw eeſteeme him as our Father. 
| For it is blaſphemic to aff me, that I Jouing 
God, he shou!ld not loue me: fince that loue 
whercwith I loue him, is neuer giuen me, but 
by his haud, 

I beſcech you, thipke not of our lord, with 
a Short hart, & a ſtraite , butin great belcite of 
his coodnelle , as we are commaundced, And 
calt yp your eyes, to that ſigne of our {aluation, 
Criſt our lord; wh is the aflurance of our 
hope; and wi ho is ſo acceptable to his Father, 
and by w hofe participation, we are alfo made 
acceptable to him, and we haue aflured hope, 


the Throne of God. 

Andifirt ſeeme to you, that your workes are 
weake , and poore, it is reaſon you should 
thickefo flill, But whatreaſonis this, why you 


lord, we were made freinds of enemies; and by 
him we are conſcrued in his friendshipp, We 
had greater impediments to be well with God, 
when we vi ere ſubicct to our lines, before we 
knew God : then now we haue, by the defects, 
into which wefall, Sothat, if our former ſ11- 
nes, could not hinder that grace , which was 
communicated to ys in 7-1? our lord: much 


his loue, asthlic loue of a Father to vs, niay well. 


through his bloud, to enioy eternall life, before 


Should looſe your confidence ? By (hriſi our. 
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loue him: ſo there is meritt enough in Chriſt our 


letle shall our preſent faults, be able to breake 
of this triendshipp, we being now incorpora- 
tedin Chriſt , whois beloued by his Father, 
A good thing it is for ys to feele our pouer- 
tie, andmiſerie : but yet it muſt be with condi- 
tion , that withall , we belciue highly of the 
bountie, and riches of the mercie of God, And 
let vs glorifye his goodneſle in our wickedne(- 
ſe: lince with ſo much loue he tolerates his chil- 
dren, who are ſo faultie, ſo weake , and ſo mi- 
ſerable. Why should you depriue God of the | 
lorie, to haue great latitude of love towards bis 
cluldren> For by reaſon of the faith, and love, | 
which wee carrie to his ſonne, he hath patience, | 
with the faults, which we committ; when once | 
we haue bewailed them, and done true penan- 
ce for them. ; 
Beleiue therefore noyy at length, that as the- 
reis goodneſle enough in God , to make you 


lord, to make you bebeloued for his ſake : and 
live you withgratitude, for the benefitts, which 
you haue receijued, as alſo for the pardon of | 
thoſe errours, which you daily committ, And 
be daily accepting of all good occalions , and 
fight the warres of our lord with ioy : as that Is- 
dis Machabeus did, And God giuing you, that 
which he giues, you may bope, you shall enioy | 
his kingdome, though perhaps you may be purr 
to ſutterin temporall fire, for the hay, and (iraw, | 
and wood, which shall be found in your ſoule, 
Be you cuer breathing more and more towards | 
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| Prohitt in ſpirice : but yet ſo, as thatirmay be ac= 
Companyed with quictnefle , grounded ypon 
| Confidence, For taough it Should grow to be 
| no more, then nov it 1s, cucn that being care- 
fully kept, will ſufice for your ſaluation. But 
if you looke onely vpon yourſelf, we are all ſo 
full of faults, that your ſoule will neuer bee 


you are greatly beloued by our lord, Andthen 
proceeding after ſuch a manner as that , how 
will you be able to ſerue him, and giuegult, to 
his bolie ſpirit, which is dwelling in you, Forthis 
ſpirtt is chearefull ; and we checke it, by our an- 
guish, anddiſmay : againſt which $, Paul thus 
diſlwades vs, ſaying, That we muſt not contriſtate 
the holie ſpirit of our lord, The ſumme of all is this, 
that you mult know, and contider your faults: 
and that they muſt ſceme very great wn your 
eyes: and you mult bewaile and lamente them 
by ConfeſSron and Penance, But yet {till you muſt 
confider, thatthoſe benefits, which wepolleſ- 
ſe in Cyriſt our lord, are greater : by reaſon whe- 
reof, you mult confide yourſelf to be beloued: 
and you muſt doe it with much thankefullneſle. 
And if God doe no more , but continue that to 
| you, which you haue alreavte , euen that may 
{ufhle , as hath beene ſayd, to make you hope 
for eternall life, 


1 
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without diſmay : nor will you perceiue, that | 
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A Letter of the Authour to an afflicted weman, He 

declares , that affiftiens come euher throxgh the 

fault ef the partie, or elſe for tryall , and how one 
z5 to carrie his{elf in tribulation. 


rewith I lone you in leſ#s Chriſt, hath cauſed ſo 


| great compaſſion in me towards you, inreſpect 


of what you ſuffer, that it hath moued me to 


| . R ; R 
write this letter, with defire, that it may ſerue 


you to ſome purpoſe. I know not , my good 
fiſter, whether I $hall putt you 1nto ante Con- 


| fort, or rather, whether I shall nor helpe you to 


weepe. Nor doe I know , whether or no, I 
schould tell you , that the trouble, which you 


haue, 1s good, andthat you areto carrie it with 


fly from ir, I ſee , that if manie good men en- 
dure ſuch accidents, as this, ti-ere are allo very 
ill men , who cndure the ſame. Andif tro ſome, 
it be a ſigne of loue, to otaers it is an effect of 
the wrath of God. Our lord punishes ſome by 
theſe meanes, and to others , who de{erue no 


proceede from either of theſc two cauſes; vet I 


A iil | 
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He grace and peace of our lotd Ieſus , be 
euer with you, Amen. The true lone, whe | 


joy ;andthatT should not graunt, that iris ill, || 
as it ſeemes to you, and that as ſuch you are to | 


punishment, he (ences them as tryalls;andhe | 
preſentes them with an occaſion of meritt, And | 
though the thing , which you endure , may | 
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| fam not forrie , that you perſwade yourſelf, | | 
& that it 1s not (6 likclie to be aproofe of your 
| | vertues, asthe pubishment of ſome light fault, 
© | | Jifthat fault may well be accounted light, which | 
* || | deferues fo heauie a punishment. For if the 
e | | | faints chemſclues aknow ledge, thatthereisno | 
|| goodnefle in themſclues , he manie faultes, 
||] and much wickedneſle; how much more muſt 
© || | youdocir, who know yourſclfto befarre from 
= [| | fanctirie, and fo full of Fane? | 
O | And ei , if you holde it for more probable | 
+ | that theſe fruits growe from this roote , the re- 
o [|| medie muſt be , "oe you examine well, if you | 
E ||| | haue done anie thing , tor which you may gn 
d [|| | ſerue punishmenr, And know , that for the 
1- [|| | moſt parte, it vſcs to be ſome litle duſt of yaine- 
O || olocie: : andif you ſee not the true reaſon of it, 
I I}! | cſteeme your caſe to be ſo much the worſe, 
"Pu ||| | when not withitanding you are ſo full of faul. 
th ||! | tes, you can diſcerne none. 
Il, | But now , ſince the blow is come , humble 
to ||: | yourſelſ "20" the mightie band of God : \s kno- 
n- | | wing, that you are worthie of greater torment, 
ry | | Beſeech him, to haue mercie on you , and that 
e, || | hecaſt you not of from himſelf. Say : Olord -34; | 
of 1 haue day and anie Er how charp , 
»y || | ſoeuer, is in itſelf, roo light for me: confide- |, 
10 ringthe orcatnelle of my ſinnes. If thou be plea- | , 
he | ſedto purish me, hereI am, extcnde the hand, | | 
1d |Þ| | o lord, diſcharge the blow : Cutr, burne , ad ! | 
ay (M| | Kill : onely permitt not , thar I be diuided, and"! » 
1] armgmen 2way from thee. If hanc finned, AE not , 
"4: | $6 hl Ee Ie 
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| thy punishment be, to let me finneanie more, 
| for the naturall punishmenr of afault, is payne, 
| and not a ſecond fault, 

= | But now neuertheleſle , I would nor, that 
by your thinking your hnkes - ro haue beene 
the cauſe of your - croſles, you thould diſcom- 
fort CGE, and be ſo farre diſmayed, as to 
make you fall, and that as by ſome precipices 
YL into Jp aire. 1 delire, onthe one ſide, that you 
hu:nole Cr beleiuing that your linnes | 
| haue deſcrued them, and on the other lide, that 
you ve comforted by remembring, thatyou are 
| thechilde of God , and none of them , who are 
| forgotten, {ince y _ farher hath beene carefull 
to correct you as a childe, for fcare leaſt elſe 
you would haue beene wor ſe. And beleiue me 
in one thing , though I be no Prophet, that if 
our lordin his mercie, had not humbled you, jþ 
| as he hatch done, you would perhaps haue fallen 
{ into ſome parte of Lucifer's pride , which had 
| beene infinirely worſe : and therefore hath he | 
zpt you ſo humble , that you neither dare, abr | 
eucr ſomuchascan, holde vp your head. | 
| Guethankes therefore to our lord for this | 
fauour , and be happie in that you haue his 
grace. But alceadieI know, you will ſay thus to 

| ; me: if I couid be ſure, that I were his childe, 
| andnot his enemie: nd that this were tne Cor- 
[ rection of a father , and notthe punishment of a 
, Iudge : It I could perſwade myſelf outright, 
| chat 1 were in his favour, what could I wish 
ie more then that? Bur 1 verily beleiue, that 
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valetle it might be hell, there is not lo wicked a p 
creature, as | am, to be found : and how then }, 
c1n I poſlefle ſuch a thing as grace ? This life |, 
of mine, is not a life of the ſonnes of God : but |, 
tis alife, orto ſpeake more truly, it 1s a verie |, 
dearh of the damned. 

O my good lifter, if you know the guift of 
God, and v hat Kinde of people they are, who 
for the moſt parte are purrto ſuffer ſuch things; 
as theſe: you would perhaps reioyce It I ſaw, 
that the enemyes onely of God , did endure 
them, infallibly I should be much attlicted : but 
I inde, that his beſt friends are teinpted tn this 
| Kinde : and why then'should I not be com- 
forted thereby ? Iob the holie man, ſaw hun- fob, 7. 
(clt one day info fad acaſe, that he ſayd: I haue 
deſpaired, Such things had patled in his hart, f 
that he ſeemed to be fallen into deſpayre. But | 
to theende, that we may ſee, that indeede he | 
did not deſpaire , he inſtantly goes to aske mer- 
cie: and he, who asces mercie, defpaires not. 

Dauid fayd , as we all know , that God | Pſal. 
| bad caſt him cleane out of bis ſizht , and that be ſan 
himſelf conered with obſcuritie , and darkeneſſe, and 
enuironed enen by the ſorrowes of death, and the dan- | 
ger of bell. And heſayth, that ſuch things hap- 

ened to him as no man will ynderſtand , but 


he, through whoſe hart they had palled. 
I will omitr the tribulations of $. Paul, 


| which were cauſed by Satan, and which madc 


him hang downe the head ; for of thefe you | 


; . 
hauec heard many other times. In the lives of _ 


| 


ears. © 
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fans; Soy {cruants of our Lord ; and he hath 


{a man inſuch caſes, mult , like Abraham, be- 
 leiue that, which heſees not; and hope, cuen 


thoſe holie Fathers, I haue read manie things, 
which I ſhould neyer haue beleiued , if the Au- 
thour were not a man of much arbor 
 Andeuey, at this gday,vve heare and ſee ſtrange 
things, which arriue to ccrtaine deuout per- | 


drawen them out of theſe temptations, with 
great ſpirituallgaync, Whereby we gather:that 


againſt hope it{clf, 

Tell me, my good Siſter, haue you feene 
theſe porters hams their fornace > Haue yOu 
wy that ſmoake whichi: ſo thicke & black: 

hat Kindling of fyre,and euen thereſemblan- 
' CC = it ſelf which patles there? w ho would 
' beleine, but thar the potts, which ſtand rhcre 
' within, Rudy be mouldred cuen to duſt , by 
the rage of that fyre 2 Or that at leaſt "mh 
would not grow to oe as fowleas pitch, by ' the 
| grolleneſle of the ſmoake? Andyer, Wk. that 
turicis paſt, and che ated, and tac ti- 
me come, when they vnturnace the potts, you 
tce, that chough they were ſoft , and made of 


| 
aurt, they come forth as Wit as ſtone ; and 


they, 'whofor merly were fo very browne, ſhew 
theinſelues as white as ſnow; and ſo neate and 
daintie otherwiſe, that they become the table | 
ot kings. | 
We are called by S. Paul , by rhe name of 
potts of clay, and certaineiy with great reaſon; 
lince weare hy ſoft, and weakein ſufferi ng rhe | 


— 


th. at ae | 


—_ VV I - — oe Ie EG ares Bo 9 <-S ww a 


RAR 


et. A. 


| EPISTLES. FEp.57. 


knockes of affliction. Make account, that you 
alſo are ſome poore litle pott, & that they haue 
putt you outro bake; For you were ſo Lak 
as that you could not well rctaine, and conſer- 
uetheliquour of grace, which was infuſed imo 
| you by Almightie Gad. 

They will bake you, my good Siſter, and 
you mult haue patience. They haue t: -ult you 
into the furnace of tribulation. Endure now 
| thoſe fyres, thoſe-foggye flames, and rhofe ob- 
"in and by conhiding | in the wiſedome 
and 20odnelle of our oood potter , you ſhall 
not be turned into aſhes, which may be carried 
away by the winde , nor disfigured by anie 111 
| marke, which may be putt ypon you; but ra- 
ther you ſhall become hard , in being able to 
{{uffer; that ſo, though you ſhould fall,; YOU may 
not breaks yourſelf, And you ſhall beallo pur- 
'oed from that diſgy "ef: waich beto- 
| re you had; and foally you ſhall be made fitr, 
and capable to be a vellellof honour, and to »e 
| ſcrued vpto the table of Almightie God, Pro: 
cure, not to come broken out of the furnace, 
leaſt they ca{t you heere, andrhcre, as a thin 
of nothing. Thoſe potts are onely broken, 
which looſe their patience in the furnace of 
tribulation; butI cenfide in our Lord, that you 
willbeable to come forth, without any hurr, 


| 


buſinefle will be at an ende, Be not you dif- 
mayde, how bulieſoeuer the deuill be. Let him 
perſecute you as much as hewill, but confide 


Suffer now a htle, Gr quickly the whole 
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[_438 57: 
| | you in God, Itis a {1gne, that tae deuiil hath no 
parte in you, ſince he followes youlo hard, For | 

| if he had you in his hand, he would not follow 
you, Itis a ligne, that you are departed out of | 
| his kingdome, ſince he hath diſpatched ſo ma- 
ny ſquadrons of armed menatter you. ' 
Exod, | You are paſling out of the darkenelle of 

12& | Epypt, that you inay goc to the land, which 

| - + | our Lordhath promiſed you ; and now behol- 
{ de, how Pharao followes you, with his whole 
armie, You finde all wayes ſhutt vp againſt 
| | you. The redd ſcais before you, and your ene- 


| mies are behinde you; and you finde not anie 
| meanes, whereby to eſcape. But feare not;haue 
good hope, and you ſhall {ce the wonders, | 

Exod, | which our Lord will worke. Our Lord will | 
'+ [| fight for you ; and you ſhall bur holde your 
peace. Our Lord will open a way for you, 
' throughthe midf{t of the ſea, The wanes the- 
reof {hall ferue you fora wall , both on the 
right hand, and on theleft; and you thall paſle, 
without ſo much as wetting your foote, | 
through the midſt of your tribulations , and 
temptations, whereas your cnemies thall be} 
droyned therein. 
6-5 Docbut conceiue, what ioy that will be, | 
when (all the people of God , being palled 
through the dangerous ſea of this world ) the 
moſt Bleſſed Virgin Marie ( who was figured in | 
the perſon of that other Maric the fiſter of 
Moyſes ) ſhall beginne to ſing that Canticle of 
ſo great triumph; and when you in companie | | 
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of other Virgins thall anſwear her, 

| And totheende, that y ou may be yet more 
comforted , know from me, that you haue no 
cauſe of any ſcruple; for your caſc is rather,thar 
you ſuffer torment, then that you comitt ſinne, 
For ſo that you conſent nor freely to thoſe 
temptations , nor delight yourſelf in. thoſe 


not, for your parte, ſo much as to thinke the- 
reof, what cauſe of {cruple can you haue? And 
you thall beleiue me, asaman , who knowes 
your conſcience well, that how ſoeuer you may 
thinke, that you haue giuen conſent ; it is but 
 feare, which makes you thinkeſo ; as it hap- 
pensto them, who are hcke of feauers, or be 
ſubiect ro any ſtrong pallion, Let this ſerue to 
excuſe you, for that which is paſt ; but not to 
diſcharge you from being diligent inthe futu- 
re, And though ſome litle thing should haue 
ſtucke to you , and though you had ſuffe- 
red ſome light hurt, yetſo long as you render 


| nor, nor ycilde yourſelf tro be ouercome, the 


very wounds, which hane beene receiued by 
anic manatarmes in the ſeruice of a king, haue 
beautie and glorie in bis fight, 


out of the victory, 1s greater then the prejudice, 


belcjuing, that thoſe imaginations, or tempta- 
tions are any things of yours ; or wrought by 
you. Workes they areof Lucifer, and v ordes 


choughts , which the deuilloffters ; and deſire | 


The bencftr, and meritt, which youdraw 


which you ſuffer inthe conflict, ard therefore 
let nothing trouble you, Be not deceiued in | 


| 
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they are of his ſpeaking, and images of his re- 
preſeating. Beholde you all that bulinelle as a 
thing belonging to others, and wherewith 


;uſt {0, as you would doe, when you should 
heare a man blaſpheme , or ſpeake anie other 
fowledeformed wordes : ; for which, though 


offence, which thereby is done to  Almightic 
God; yctin fine, it would bea kinde of com- 


| 


 O— 


fordiefo omereſpetro you, whenyouſaw,thar 
|1t wasnot you, who oftended him. 
Lett it grieue you, that the deuill doth 


both ſay , ay doe fo like himſelf : and let ir 


he, andthache will Grone for it. S, Paul ſaith; 
chat he gloried in his aftlictions, & xibulations : 
becauſe the vertue and trength of Chriſt our 
Lord, shined more therein. 


— 
_ 


our Lord , you will reioyce, be that glorie, 


not ſeeme to you, that God shewes his ſtrength 
in you, fince by the weakenelle of a poore mi- 
ſcrable woman, who is indeede but a very chil- 
de, and a ſick creature;and a kinde of nothing, 


he ouercomes the trengeh , and courage of 


thoſe infernall powers? Will not you bee then 
content to beaflaulted ; vpon condition, thar 
Chriſt our Lord may beg glorihed? Yes cer tain- 


Nor canl beleiuc lefle of that charitie, which 


you Ws norhing to doe. 2 pe” carrie yourſelf 


you would be much in paine, in regarde of the. 


comfort you to conſider, that it is not you, bur | 


Mysg good Silter, if indeede you loue Chriſt 


which he gathers from your infirmity, Dothit | 


ly, I know you will; and that moſt willingly. | 
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| contente yourſelf to be farre abſent from your 


| where you shallenioy as much, as you cande- 


| make you a conquerour therein, that ſd you 


| 


you pretende to-haue, nor of that defire, which 
you carrie,that our Lord may be pleaſed toſer- 
ue himſelf of you, whether it bein proſperitic, 
or aduerſity, in ſywecte or bitter, by way either 
of loue , or greife, either in peace, or warre. 
Our Lord is pleaſed now, that you ſerue him | 
in warre, and ynder the incommodities of hea- 
te. and colde, with your weapons by your lide, 
both day and night : being content with bro-. 
ken ſleepes, and being ſubieQto ſurpriſes,as if 
youſtand ypon the toppeof a pike : yea and 
( though it will afflict you moſt ) you muſt 


king. But after this ſeaſon, there will come 
another, and our Lord will commaunde, that 
you ſhall ſerue him in his banketting-houſe, 


fire. Inthe meanetime, you shall ioyein this, 
that youaredoeing him ſeruice. And I beleech 


him to ſtrengthen your ſoule, that ſoit may be 
able to fight the barttailles of our Lord,and to 


may deſerue thax Crowne of glorie, which he 
hath promiſed to ſuch, as ouercome, Amen, , 
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